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The  Author  introduces  his  work  with  a  gene 
ral  furvey  of  the  whole,  in  nature  of  the 
plan  or  argument;  and  then  commences  a- 
new  with  a  demonftration,  a  priori,  of  the 
being  and  attributes  of  God.  Thence  pro 
ceeds  to  creation,  in  which  he  endeavours 
at  an  opinion  of  the  manner,  as  near  as 
poffible  he  may  ;  as  alfo  of  the  nature  and 
difference  of  the  fubftances  of  fpirit  and 
matter ;  the  economy  of  the  univerfe ; 
the  aftronomic  fyftem,  phyfics,  anatomy, 
'  and  moft  branches  of  natural  philofophy  ; 
in  which  the  technical  terms  are  as  few, 
and  the  whole  explained  and  made  as  eafy 
and  obvious  as  poffible.  The  connexion, 
dependence,  ufe,  and  beauty,  of  the  whole. 
Man  confidered  ;  the  nature  of  his  being  ; 
the  manner  of  his  attaining  knowledge; 
the  analyfis  of  the  mind,  faculties,  affec 
tions,  and  paffions ;  how  they  confift  in 
each  individual,  and  in  the  fpecies.  The 
nature  of  freedom ;  that  it  is  not  in  the 
will ;  what  it  is,  and  wherein  it  confifts, 
demonftrated.  Of  vice,  mifery,  virtue,  and 
happinefs  ;  their  nature  and  final  tendency. 
The  whole  being  wrought  into  one  natural 
and  conneded  fcheme,  the  author  rifes 
whence  he  began,  and  ends  with  a  poetical 
rhapfody  in  the  contemplation  of  the  beauty 
of  the  whole. 
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TRITONIA!  goddefs.ofthenewborn  fkies, 
Birth-day  of  heaven,  wife  daughter  of  the 
ALL  WISE  *, 

When  from  Jove's  head  in  perfect:  fapience  born, 
Of  heaven  you  rofe  the  firft  empyreal  morn, 

As  erftdefcend •  5 

To  mortals  thy  immortal  charms  difplay, 
And  in  our  Lake  thy  heavenly  form  furvey  ! 

Or  rather  THOU,  whom  ancient  prophet  ftiles 
VENUS  URANIA  !  born  the  babe  of  fmiles, 

VER.  i.  TRITONIA!]  Minerva,  the  goddefs  of  wif- 
dom,  is  fabled  to  have  fprungfrom  the  head  of  Jupiter ;  and, 
coming  down  on  earth,  to  have  viewed  her  own  perfections 
in  the  lake  Triton  in  .Africa,  from  whence  me  was  called 
Tritonia.  She  is  here  addrefled  as  the  IDEA  of  the  Self- 
Exiftent  Author  of  all  things,  as  firft  containing  in  itfelf  the 
beauty  of  all  created  things ;  and  after>  furveying  that  beauty 
by  reflection  from  the  things  fo  created. 

VER.  9.  VENUS  URANIA!]  This  VENUS,  whom  the 
ancients  ftiled  URANIA,  or  heavenly,  is  addrelTed  as  repre- 
fenting  nature,  or  the  creation,  rifmg  out  of  chaos  in  the  per 
fection  of  beauty. 

B  2  When 
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When  from  the  deep  thy  bright  emergence  fprung, 
And  Nature  on  thy  form  divinely  hung  ;  1 1 

Whofe  ileps,  by  Loves  and  Graces  kifs'd,  advance, 
And  laughing  Hours  lead  on  the  fprightly  dance; 
While  Time,  within  eternal  durance  bound, 
Harmonious  moves  on  golden  hinges  round —   15 
Such,  Goddefs !  as  when  Silence  wondering  gazed, 
And  even  thyfelf  beheld  thy felf  amazed  ; 
Such  haply  by  that  Coon  artift  known, 
Seated  apparent  queen  on  Fancy's  throne ; 
From  thence  thy  fhape  his  happy  canvas  bleft,     20 
And  colours  dipt  in  heaven  thy  heavenly  form 

confeft 

Such,  Goddefs !  thro'  this  virgin 
Let  kindling  beauties  glow  thro' 
And  every  eye  confefs  the  work 

O   fay,  while   yet,    nor   time,    nor  place  was 
found,  25 

And  fpace  immenfe  in  its  own  depth  was  drown'd  ; 
If  Nothing  was,  or  Something  yet  was  not, 
Or  tho'  to  be^  e'erwhile  was  unbegot\ 
Ifcaufed,  then  how? — ifcaufelefs,  why  effect? 
(No  hand  to  form,  nor  model  to  direct) 


VER.  1 8.  Coon  Artiji'}    APELLES,  born  in  the  ifland  Cos 
or  Coos. 

9  Why 


'irgin  foliage  Ihine ;   1 

thro'  every  line, 

fork  divine.  J 
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Why  ever  made? — fo  foon  ? — or  why  fo  late  ? 

\\  hat  chance,  what  will,  what  freedom,  or  what 

fate  ? 

Matter,  and  fpirit,  fire,  air,  ocean,  earth ; 

All  Nature  born,  nor  confcious  of  its  birth  ! 

Alike  unconfcious  did  the  womb  difclofe,  35 

And   Nothing  wonder'd  whence  this  Something 

rofe— - 
Then,  by  what  power? — or  what  fuch  power  could 

move  ? 

Wifdom,  or  chance  ? — neceflity,  or  love  ? 
O,  from  what  root  could  fuch  high  plenty  grow  ? 
From  what  deep  fount  fuch  boundlefs  oceans  flow? 
What  fund  could  fuch  unwearied  wealth  afford?  41 
Subjects   unnumber'd !    where,    O  where's   your 

Lord  ? 

Whence  are  your  attributes  of  time  and  place 
Won  from  eternity  and  boundlefs  fpace  ? 
Motion  from  reft  ?  juft  order  from  mifrule  ?       45 
A  world  from  nought  ? — all  empty,  now  all  full ! 
From  filence  harmony  ?  from  clarkhefs  light  ? 
And  beamy  day  from  everlafting  night  ? 
Light,  matter,  motion,  mufic,  order,  laws  ! 
And  filent  dark  nonentity  the  cauie  ?  50 

Ver.  48.  From  everlafting  night?}  Such  fuppofed  as  ori 
ginally  fo,  and  being  eternal. 

B  3  But 
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But  chance,  you'll  fay — I  afk  you,  chance  of  what, 
If  nothing  was  ? — 'tis  anfwer'd,  chance  of  nought. 
Alike  from  matter  moved,  could  BEAUTY  rife, 
The  florid  planets,  and  gay  ambient  fkies  ; 
Or  painted  fkies,  and  rolling  orbs,  difpenfe        55 
Perception,  life,  thought,  reafon,  judgment,  fenfe. 
Myfterious  THOUGHT  !  fwift  ANGEL  of  the  m^nd  ! 
By  fpace  unbounded,  tho*  to  fpace  confined, 
How  doit  thou  glow  with  juft  difdain,  how  fcorn. 
That  thought  could  ever  think  thee  earthly  born  ? 
Thou  who  canft  diftance  motion  in  thy  flight,     61 
Wing  with  afpiring  plume  the  wondrous  height, 
Swifter  than  light  outfpeed  the  flame  of  day, 
Pierce  thro*  the  dark  profound,  and  fhame  the 

darting  ray ; 

Throughout  the  univerfal  fyftem  range,  65 

New  form  old  fyftems,  and  new  fyftems  change  , 
Thro'  nature  traffick  on,  from  pole  to  pole, 
And  ftamp  new  worlds  on  thy  dilated  foul  5 
(By  time  unlimited,  unbound  by  fpace) 
Sure  demonftration  of  thy  heavenly  race,  70 

Derived  from  that,  which  is  derived  from  none, 
Which  ever  is — but  of  HIMSELF  alone ! 


Ver.  53.  From  matter  move d~\  One  of  the  atheiftical  irnac* 
countable  evafions,  is  to  account  for  the  order  of  nature  by- 
matter  and  motion. 

Q  could'ft 
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O  could'ft  thou  fcarch — nor  rpay'fl  thou  fearch 

in  vain, 

Haply  fome  glimpfe,  fome  dawning  to  obtain, 
Some  tafte  divine  of  r.hy  eternal  fpripg,  75 

Above  thofe  Heliconian  bards  to  fmg— • 
How  HE  who  inaccefiible  remains, 
Yet  omniprefent  thro'  ali  nature  reigns ; 
Whofe  age  blooms  ever  in  eternal  youth, 
His  fubftance,  Beauty,  and  efiential  Truth,        80 
Eflential  Truth  !  and  Beauty's  charm !  in  courfe, 
Of  boundlefs  Love  the  ever  boundlefs  fource  ! 
Of  boundlefs  Love,  which  would  not,  could  not 

mifs, 

To  be  the  boundlefs  fource  of  boundlefs  blifs!— 
Beatitude,  rejecting  all  accefs  !  85 

Repletion,  never  to  be  more,  nor  lefs  ! 
Why  this  Ineffable,  this  Inexpreft, 
This  Fulnefs  in  Himfelf,  paft  utterance  bled, 
Spontaneous  pour'd  thefe  wondrous  worlds  around, 
And  fill'd  with  blefiings  this  immenfe  profound?,  90 

Swift  rolled  the  fpheres  to  their  appointed  placed 
Jocund  thro'  heaven  to  run  the  various  race  \ 
Orb  within  orb  in  living  circlets  turn, 
And  central  funs  thro*  every  fyftem  burn  ; 
Revolving  planets  on  their  gods  attend,  95 

And  tow'rds  each  fun  with  awful  reverence  bend ; 

B  4  Still 
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Still   tcw'rds   the   loved  enlivening    beam    they 

wheel, 

And  pant,  and  tremble,  like  the  amorous  fteel. 
They  fpring,  they  revel  in  the  blaze  of  day, 
Bathe  in  the  golden  ftream,  and  drink  the  orient 

ray ;  100 

Their  blithe  fatellites  with  lively  glance, 
Celeftial  equipage,  around  them  dance ; 
All,  diftance  due,  and  beauteous  order  keep, 
And  fpinning  foft,  upon  their  centers  deep  : 
The  eternal  clue  the  mazy  labyrinth  guides,     105 
While  each  in  his  appointed  movement  glides  ; 
Tranfverfe,  ecliptick,  oblique,  round  they  runj 
Like  atoms  wanton  in  the  morning  fun  ; 
The  feeming  vagrants  joy  to  cheat  the  view, 
Thefe  turn,    thefe  change,    thefe   fly,    and   thefe 

purfue;  HO 

The  implicit  difcipline  to  order  tends, 
And  dill  in  regular  confufion  ends— 
Each  to  his  native  vortex  is  afllgn'd, 
And  magick  circles  every  fyftem  bind ; 
A  deeper  charm  each  individual  holds,  i  i  5 

'And  firm  within  its  atmofphere  enfolds ; 
The  fecret  fpell,  thro5  every  part,  and  whole, 
Diftincl:,  intire,  invades  it  like  a  foul ; 

V£R.  115.  A  deiper  cuarrn}  Attraction  or  gravitation. 

Its 
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Its  atoms  at  the  amorous  touch  cohere, 

And  knit,  in  univerfal  wedlock  fhare.  120 

All  teeming  wedlock  !  on  the  genial  hour, 
Space  furnifh'd  out  one  bonndlefs  nuptial  bow'r; 
Ten  thoufand  thoufand  worlds,  profufely  gay, 
The  pomp  of  bridal  ornament  difplay — 
How  modified,  here  needlefs  to  be  told ;  125 

Whether  terrene,  or  of  ethereous  mold  ; 
Grois,  porous,  firm,  opaque,  condenfe,  or  rare ; 
Or  argent,  with  celeftial  tempering  clear  j 
Pellucid,  tb  imbibe  the  dreaming  light ; 
Or  dun,  but  with  reflefted  radiance  bright ;      130 
Or  dazzling  fhrine,  or  of  corporeal  leaven, 
Terreftrial,  that  unfold  an  earthly  heaven 
Unfpeakable  !  their  landfkip  hill,  and  dale. 
The  lowly  fweetnefs  of  the  flowery  vale, 
The  mount  elate  that  rifes  in  delight,  j 35 

The  flying  lawns  that  wanton  from  the  fight, 
The  florid  theatres,  romantick  fcenes, 
The  fteepy  mountains,  and  luxuriant  plains, 
Delicious  regions !  plants,  woods,  waters,  glades, 
Grotts,  arbours,  flowrets,  downs,  and  rural  fhades, 
The  brooks  that  fportive  wind  the  echoing  hills, 
The  pearly  founts,  fmooth  lakes,  and  murmuring 

rills- 
Myriads  of  Edens !  blifsful,  blifsful  feats ! 

Arcadian 
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Arcadian  groves,  fweet  Tempe's  bleft  retreats, 
Delightful  Enn as,  and  Hefperian  ides,  14/5 

And   round,    and    round    throughout,    Elyfium 

fmiks — 

Confummate  joy,  peace,  pleafure  without  end, 
Thro'  manfions  numberlefs  their  guefts  attend, 
Nor  long  inanimate — As  when  fome  cloud 
Throws  on  the  beamy  noon  her  fable  fliroud,  1 50 
Wide  o'er  the  green  a  dufk  and  flillnefs  creep, 
And  glittering  fwarms  beneath  the  verdure  deep ; 
Quick,  and  at  once,  the  drowfy  fhade  gives  way  » 
At  once  breaks  forth  the  bright  enlivening  ray  ; 
At  once,  the  gay,  the  quickening  infedts  rife,    155 
And  gilded  fquadrons  ftrike  our  wondring  eyes; 
Mufick  flies  wanton  from  ten  thoufand  wings, 
And  life  and  joy  thro'  every  region  rings — 
Or  when  glad  news  fome  fudden  tranfport  Hart, 
The  flood  fwells  inftant  in  the  labouring  heart  \  1 60 
The  limbs  its  lively  energy  atteft, 
And  catch  contagion  from  the  exulting  bread ; 
Tumultuous,  thro'  our  little  world  it  flies, 
Smiles  in  the  dimpling  cheek,  and  lightens  from 

the  eyes— 

Or  fo — or  yet  beyond  compare — as  wide          165 
As  fpaces  endlefs  from  fome  point  divide, 
Sudden  the  univerfal  world  conceives  -, 

As 
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As  fudden,  nature  with  her  burden  heaves; 
Quick  pulfes  thro'  each  throbbing  artery  bear, 
And  all  the  matron  glows  with  genial  heat  ;      I  70 
At  once  reveals  her  offspring  to  the  fight; 
Up  fpring  the  numbers  numberlefs,  to  light! 
The  one,  the  various,  blefled,  glorious  birth, 
Of  every  world,  heaven,  ocean,  air,  and  earth — 
Diverfe,  throughout  their  infinite  abodes;  1 75 

Their  effence,  nature,  virtues,  forms,  and  modes 
Ineffable  !  that  mock  where  fancy  foars, 
Or  what  the  deep  of  deepeft  thought  explores, 
By  vifionary  femblance,  quaint  device, 
By  glofs,  trope,  type  abftrufe,  or  emblem  nice — 
Ideal,  h,ow  untoward  to  convey,  1 8 1 

Or  reach  conception  by  the  dark  aiTay. 
All  perfect,  yet  alike  not  perfect  found, 
With  differing  virtues,  differing  glories  crown'd ; 
The  prime  pre-eminent,  and  heavenly  born,       185 
Whom  fplendors  next  to  Deity  adorn, 
Lightnings  divine,  indued  with  native  right 
Of  regal  fcepter  and  tranfcending  might, 
Such,  whom  eternal  PRESCIENCE  might  inveft 
Far  blazing,  with  monarchal  titles  graced  ;         190 
Of  bright,  the  brighteft ;  pure,  the  mod  refined; 
All  intellect,  quinteffence  of  the  mind  ; 

Cherubic 
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Cherubic  harmonics,  Seraphic  flames, 
Empyreal  natures  with  empyreal  names, 
Natives  of  heaven  ! — Nor  want  the  lucid  fpheres, 
Of  bled  inheritance  the  blifsful  heirs  ;  196 

Angelick  fhapes  that  wing  the  etherial  fpace, 
And  fcarce  inferior  to  the  heavenly  race ; 
An  incompounded  radiant  form  they  claim, 
Nor  fpirit  all — nor  yet  corporeal  frame ;  200 

Than  one,  more  denfe — than  t'other,  more  refin'd  5 
If  fpirit,  organiz'd — if  matter,  mind: 
Their  efTence  one,  imperifhable,  bright, 
Vital  throughout,  all  heart,  ear,  fenfe,  and  fight. 

Thro'  various  worlds  flill  varying  fpecies  range, 
While  order  knits,  and  beautifies  by  change  ^     206 
While  from  the  UNCHANGEABLE,  the  ONE,  the 

WISE, 

Still  changing  endlefs  emanations  rife, 
Of  fubltance  duplicate,  or  triple,  mix'd, 
Single,  ambiguous,  or  free,  or  fix'd ;  2 10 

From  thofe  array'd  in  heaven's  refplendent  robes, 
To  the  brute  eflence  on  terreftrial  globes ; 
Nor  fuch  inelegant,  nor  lefs  demand 
The  curious  texture  of  the  Almighty  Hand  : 
Thrice  happy  all,  and  lords  of  wide  domains,     215 
Celeftial  vales,  and  elemental  plains ! 

ONE 
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ONE  is  the  FLOOD  which  univerfal  flows ; 

And  hence  the  reptile,  hence  the  Seraph  glows  : 

Still  equal,  tho' inequal,  that  and  this  •, 

Since fulnefs  bounds,  and  all  are  fill'd  with  blifs.  220 

Now  had  the  ETERNAL  ARCHITECT  fupreme, 
In  amplitude  ftretch'd  out  this  wondrous  frame, 
Equipt  magnificent  the  houfe  of  God, 
Thro'  height,    and   depth,    his    boundlefs,    bleft 

abode ! 

One  houfe,  one  world,  one  univerfe  divine,  225 
Where  countlefs  orbs  thro'  countlefs  fyftems  mine ; 
Syftems,  which,  viewed  throughout  the  circuit; 

wide, 

Or  loft,  or  fcarce  the  pointed  fight  abide* 
(Thro*  fpace  immenfe  with  diminution  feen) 
Yet  boundlefs  to  thofe  worlds  that  roll  within  j  230. 
Each  world  as  boundlefs  to  its  native  race, 
That  range  and  wanton  thro'  its  ample  fpace, 
Frequent,  thro'  fields,  thro*  clouds  of  fragrance 

ftray, 

Or  fkim  the  watery  or  etherial  way: 
For  now,  with  vivid  action,  nature  fwarms,       235 
And  life's    dear    dream    the    purpling   conduic 

warms  ; 

The  continent,  blithe  air,  and  floating  feas, 
The  failing  lakes,  fwift  flggds,  and  winding  bays, 

The 
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The  nooks,  the  crannies,  nurfe  a  numerous  brood, 

And  aptly  yield  their  alimental  food*  240 

Adjufted  to  the  trunk's  unwieldy  fize* 

As  nice  probofcis  of  luxurious  flies, 

Or  azure  tribes  that  o'er  the  damfon  bloom* 

And  paint  the  regions  of  the  ripening  plum. 

From  every  root,  the  lavifh  plenty  grows ;     245 
In  every  ftream,  perpetual  pleafure  flows  ; 
Each  ravifh'd  fenfe  with  endlefs  bounty  feaft, 
The  SOUL,  and  ear,  and  eye,  and  fmell,  andtouch* 

and  tafte.  - 

Their  fweets,  the  bloflbms  plants  and  flowers  be 
queath  ; 

Elixirs  from  the  fteamirig  vapours  breath  *        250 
In  balm  imbofom'd  every  region  lies, 
Of  ambient  asther,  and  infolding  ikies  •, 
As  the  great  MOVER  wrapt  each  wheeling  fpherc 
In  the  foft  down  of  elemental  air 
Tranfparent,  to  imbibe  the  golden  beam,          255 
And  wide  around  fpun  out  th'  etherial  dream, 
Where  worlds  in  endlefs  revolutions  move^ 
And  fwim  on  the  abyfs  of  endlefs  LOVE. 

URANIA!  NATURE  !  from  thy  heights  defcerid, 
And  low  to  earth  thy  bright  irradiance  bend;    260 
Difpel  the  clouds  that  round  our  fancy  flray, 
The  mid  that  damps  our  intellectual  ray ; 

5  And 
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And  fhevv  what  power  all  height  of  power  tran- 

fcends, 
And  in  one  aft  performs  ten  thoufand  ends. 

Say,  why  this  globe  has  its  appointed  place,    265 
And  why  not  vagrant  thro'  the  boundlefs  fpace? 
Why  here  preferr'd,  fagacious  to  refufe 
What  thwarts  propriety,  convenience,  ufe? 
Why  not  more  neighbour  to  the  burning  ray, 
Or  more  remote  from  the  declining  day  ?          270 
Or  here,  not  fedentary  fixt  and  ftill, 
Admonifh'd  by  no  voice,  obfequious  to  no  will? 
Or  moving,  why  in  circling  eddies  round, 
And  not  progrefllve  thro'  the  immenfe  profound  ? 
Or  endlefs  while  the  dizzy  drunkard  reels,         275 
And  round  the  fun  its  annual  motion  wheels, 
Whence  that  innate  and  delegated  power, 
Central  to  fpin  the  fwift  diurnal  tour  ? 
Not  felf  revolv'd,  throughout  its  airy  race, 
It  might  expofe  one  conftant  fultry  face,  280 

Damn  its  antipodes  with  endlefs  night, 
And  curfe  with  fire  the  reftlefs  fons  of  light ; 

VER.  265.  Say  why  this  globe]  The  advantage  of  the 
earth's  fituation — 

VER.  271.  Or  here]  of  its  motions — 

VER.  277.  Whence  that  innate]  diurnal,  giving  to  its  in 
habitants  the  grateful  viciflitude  of  day  and  night,  adjufted  to 
the  times  of  labour  and  reft— 

Thefe 
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Thefe  ne'er  to  (lumber  on  the  dewy  lawn, 
Nor  thofe  to  rife  and  blefs  the  golden  dawn. 
Or  tho'  rotation  duplicate  endears  285 

Sweet  change   of  days,  and  nights,    and  rolling 

years ; 

What  new  viciflitudes  of  motion  bring 
The  feafons,  circling,  to  the  vernal  fpring  ? 
Whether  thro'  heaven  the  winding  compafs  (leers, 
Or  pendulous  by  mutual  balance  veers,  290 

"What  SECRET  HAND  the  trepidation  weighs, 
Or  thro'  the  zodiac  guides  the  fpiral  pace  ? 
What  magick  wand  the  floating  orb  confines 
With  polar  circles,  and  the  tropic  lines  ? 
Or  does  fome  VOICE  the  potent  charm  command  ? 
Too  potent  for  unwieldy  worlds  to  (land  ! —     296 
"  Here,  nor  elfe where,  thou  earth,  thy  ftation  keep  5 
"  Here,  roll  thy  progrefs  thro'  the  boundlefs  deep  ! 
"  My  Word's  the  bias,  and  my  Will's  the  way, 
"  Thatwheelsthy  circlet  round  the  lord  of  day;  300 
"  That  round  thy  axis  fpins  thy  cumbrous  frame  j 
"  That  cheers  thee  with  the  dill  returning  beam  ; 
"  That  whirls  thy  wondrous  motions,  one  in  three, 
Where  time,  and  place,  dill  varying,  ftill  agree." 


*c 


VER.  287.  What  new  «jicijjitudei\  the  manner  of  its  an 
nual  motion,  calculated  for  the  ufeful  and  delightful  variety 
of  the  feafons;  the  mutual  allay  of  immoderate  heat,  and 
cold  ;  as  alfo  for  the  fucceflive  growth  and  recruit  of  vegeta 
tive  nature. 

OMNISCIENCE 
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OMNISCIENCE  here  no  lower  mean  admits;  305 
One  flip  had  maimM  ten  thoufand  thoufand  hits, 
Where  to  one  point  unnumberM  caufes  tend, 
Concurring  to  effect  one  defined  end, 
Which   once   attainM  pours  forth   ten  thoufand 

more  ; 
A  blefied  fea,  that  never  knows  a  fhore  !  310 

"   Ye   Learn'd!    who    wifely    can   deny  your. 

GOD, 

"  And  banilh  OMNIPRESENCE  with  a  nod  ; 
il  In  flirewd  contempt,  at  final  caufes  fneer; 
"  In  wilful  deafnefs  Ihut  the  tortuous  ear, 
cc  Nor  think  it  fuited  to  the  founds  ye  hear  ; 
"  Who,  in  your  wifdoms,  negatively  fpy, 
"  How  vain's  the  texture  of  the  ufelefs  eye  ; 
<c  While  fondly  thus  prime  reafoners  you'd  com 
mence, 

"  By  literally  exploding  common  fenfe, 
<c  And  plead  for  one  conceffion  (only  due)        320 
"  That  nature  muft  have  crr'd — in  forming  you — 
<c  Approach,  ye  Sages,  to  your  parent  earth/ 
"  Much  wifer  than  the  clods  on  whom  (he   la- 
vifh'd  birth !" 


^  311.  "  Ye  Learn'd!]    The  ftupidity  of  thofe  who 

will  not  perceive. 

VOL.  I.  C  With 
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With  deepeft  art,  her  fkilful  plan  fhe  lays  *, 
With  equal  fcale,  the  lead  advantage  weighs ;    325 
How  apt,  for  time,  place,  circumftance,  and  ufe> 
She  culls  all  means,  that  to  all  ends  conduce  ! 
Nice  to  a  point,  each  benefit  felects ; 
As  prudent,  every  mifchief  fhe  rejects; 
In  due  proportions,  time,  and  motion,  metes,    330 
Advances  to  a  hair,  and  to  a  hair  retreats : 
Conftant  to  Good,  for  that  alone  fhe  veers, 
And  with  the  varying  beam  her  offspring  chears; 
Cools  all  beneath  her  equinoctial  line, 
And  gives  the  day  throughout  the  world  to  fhine* 
The  nitre  from  the  frozen  pole  unfeals,  336 

And  to  the  tropic  fpeeds  the  pregnant  gales ; 
Here,  leaves  the  exhaufled  fallow  to  recruit ; 
Here,  plumps  and  burnifhes  the  ripening  fruit; 
Superfluous  hence  withdraws  the  fultry  beam,    340 
Here  drinks  anew  the  vivifying  flame ; 
Returns,  ft  ill  faithful  to  the  labouring  fleer — 
Wide  waves  the  harveft  of  the  golden  year ; 

VER.  324.  With  deepeft  art}  How,  even  to  the  extent  of 
infinite  wifdom,  as  nothing  lefs  could  be  the  author,  (<vitte/u~ 
$ra,  I.  305.)  all  is  formed  and  contrived,  and  in  that  contri 
vance  adapted,  and  in  that  adaption  directed,  and  in  that  di 
rection  extended  diilin&ly,  and  in  that  diitin&ion  entirely,  for 
the  life,  light,  and  comfort  of  the  whole,  and  through  that 
whole  of  every  part  of  this  our  globe  !  of  infinitely  poilible  in- 
conveniencies,  no  one  avoidable  inconvenience  being  admit 
ted  ;  as  of  infinite  advantages  attainable,  there  is  not  one,  con- 
lilisnt  with  the  nature  of  this  earth,  left  out. 

Trades 
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Trades  univerfal  on  from  pole  to  pole, 

Infpires,  revives,  and  cultivates  the  whole ;       345 

Frugal,  where  lack,  fupplies  with  what  redounds, 

And  here  beftows  what  noxious  there  abounds ; 

This  with  the  gift,  and  that  with  giving,  bleft, 

Alike,  throughout,  of  every  wifh  pofTeft. 

Wrapt  in  her  airy  car,  the  matron  glides,         350 

And  o'er  the  firmament  afcending  rides  ; 

The  fubtile  mafs  its  copious  mantle  fpreads, 

Its  mantle  wove  of  elemental  threads ; 

The  elaftick  flue  of  fluctuating  air, 

Transfufed  invifible,  enfolds  the  fphere ;  355 

With  poinance  delicate  pervades  the  whole, 

Its  ear,  eye,  breath,  and  animating  foul ; 

Active,  ferene,  comprefl,  rare,  cool'd,  or  warm'd, 

For    life,    health,    comfort,    pleafure,    bufinefs, 

forrn'd  j 
Ufeful  around,  throughout,  above,  beneath  !    360 

VER.  350.  Wrapt  in  her  airy  car]  the  wonderful  texture 
of  the  air  or  atmofphere — 

VER.  356.  With  poinance  delicate]  its  furprizing  fubtilty, 
penetrating  even  deep  below  the  furface  of  the  earth  — 

VER.  357.  Its  ear]  by  which  it  is  as  it  were  one  univerfal 
fenfe  to  this  our  globe — 

VER.  358.  Aftive,  ferene]  its  modification,  admitting  va 
rious,  contrary,  and  even  feemingly  inconfiftent  qualities, 
fuited  as  well  to  the  fmgle  and  feparate  interefts  of  every  indi 
vidual,  as  to  the  entire  and  uniform  weal  of  the  whole— 

C  2  By 
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By  this,  the  quadrupeds,  the  reptiles  breath  -9 
This  gives  the  bloom  of  vegetative  life  ; 
Corrects  the  feeds  of  elemental  ftrife ; 
Broods  o'er  the  eggs,  in  airy  caverns  laid, 
Warm'd  in  the  down  of  their  ethcrial  bed  ;       365 
Gives  motion  to  the  fwimmers  of  the  flood  j 
Gives  mufick  to  the  warblers  of  the  wcod-, 
Rebounds  in  echo  from  the  doubling  vale, 
And  wafts  to  heaven  the  undulating  gale: 
Here  hum'd,  tranflucid  fmiles  the  gentle  calm;  370 
And  here  impearld,  (beds  meek  the  fnowery  balm  j 

VER.  361.  By  this,  the  quadrupeds  ^\  communicating  and 
continuing  refpiration  to  the  animal  creation  — 

VER.  362.  This  gives  the  bloom}  as  alfo  an  inferior  or  ana- 
lagous  refpiration  to  all  plants  and  vegetables  — 

VER.  363.  Correfts  the  feeds]  railing  harmony  from  difor- 
der,  and  friendfliip  from  enmity,  by  fermenting  and  recon^ 
ciling  heat  and  cold,  the  fiery  and  watery  particles,  for  th? 
better  conception  and  genial  production  of  the  beauties  of 
nature — 

VER.  364.  Broods  o'er  the  eggs'}  affording  a  commodious 
receptacle  or  nurfery  for  the  eggs  of  numberlefs  animal 
cules — 

VER.  366.  Gives  motion}  conveying  the -watery  inhabi 
tants  in  their  element  by  the  afiifiance  of  the  fwimming 
bladder — 

VER..  367.  Gives  mitjick}  modulating  and  compofing  as  it 
were  one  univerfal  organ  for  found,  and  mufick,  fo  as  the  at- 
mofphere  becomes  an  entire  harmony — • 

VER.  370.  Here  hujh'd}  affording  the  pleafure  and  fvveet- 
nefs  of  ferenity — 

VER.  371.  And  ben  imptarld]  the  nourifliment  of  dews— 

Salubrious 
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Salubrious  here,  a  lively  rapture  claims, 

And  winnows  pure  the  peftilential  (teams  ; 

Here  buoys  the  bird  high  on  the  chryftal  wave, 

Whofe  level  plumes  the  aziire  concave  (have  ;  375 

Here  fits  voluptuous  in  the  fwelling  fail, 

The  veflel  dancing  to  the  fprightly  gale ! 

Its  varied  power  to  various  ufes  tends, 

And  qualities  occult  atchieve  contrarious  ends  ; 

With  generative  warmth  fomenting  breed,        380 

Or  alimental  with  nutrition  feed ; 

In  oppofuion  reconciled  to  good, 

Alike  the  menftruum,  as  fuftaining  food  : 

Or  here  reftorative,  deftrudlive  here  ; 

Here  nature's  cradle,  here  her  funeral  bier;         385 

VER.  372.  Sfi/ulricus  here]  and  the  health  of  winds,  or 
ventilations,  that  purge  the  noxious  vapours,  and  preferve  na 
ture  frefh  and  vigorous  — 

VER.  374.  Here  buoys  the  bird~\  wafting  the  \vingedtribes 
in  their  airy  voyages  —  » 

VER.  376.  Here  Jttt  voluptuous]  and,  by  a  fpeedy  navi 
gation,  ipreading  commerce  and  fociety  throughout  the 
globe. 

VER.  378.  ///  'varied power]  The  various  influence  of  the 
air  on  all  bodies  animate  or  inanimate  :  firft,  in  the  generation 
*of  particular  beings ;  then,  in  their  nutrition  ;  thirdly,  afford 
ing  a  healing  baliam  to  the  hurts  or  wounds  of  al!  creatures, 
when  recoverable ;  but  if  paft  remedy,  fourthly,  haftening 
their  diflblution,  to  rid  the  world  of  the  nuifance,  by  reftor- 
ing  the  matter  to  its  original  principle  of  nativity  ;  fifthly,  to 
fend  again  the  new  modelled  being  blooming  afrefh  in  animal 
life  or  vegetation. 

For  the  ufe  of  the  atmofphere  as  a  medium  and  Bmirror, 
•wVfc  Book  II.  p.  25. 

C  3  With 
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With  keen  difpatch  on  all  corruption  preys, 
And  grateful,  from  our  aching  fenfe  conveys  ; 
Returns  the  bane  into  its  native  earth, 
And  there  revives  it  to  a  fecond  birth, 
Renew'd  and  brighten'd  like  the  minted  ore,     390* 
To  ihoot  again  to  life,  more  gorgeous  than  before! 
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This,  and  the  two  enfuing  books,  contain  and  finifh  the  ge 
neral  furvey  or  epitome  of  the  whole,  being  a  piece  in  itfelf 
diftinft  and  complete.  The  author  then  commences  de 
aovo,  and  propofes  to  anfwer  every  doubt,  and  illuftrate  at 
full  every  part  of  the  foregoing  abridgment. 


fT^  HUS  does  the  mazed  inexplicable  round, 
-*•     The  afpiring  bard,  and  all  his  flights  con 
found  ; 

Ambitious  thro*  his  airy  tour  to  ling, 
High  born  above  the  foar  of  Pegafean  wing  ; 
Or  raifed  fublime  in  profped,  while  he  turns,         5 
Views  nature  round,  and  ftillwith  rapture  burns: 
Now  in  this  light  the  charmer  he  furveys, 
This  light  he  hopes  her  every  charm  difplays ; 
But  here  unthought  of  charms  difcovercd  lie, 
And  flam  new  wonders  on  the  admiring  eye ;       10 
While  BEAUTY,  changing  with  alternate  grace, 
Varies  the  heaven  of  her  all  lovely  face. 

C  4  Bewilder'd 
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Bewilder'd  thus,  from  fcheme  to  fcheme  he's  toft, 
And  in  inextricable  windings  loft  ; 

Where  to  begin,  proceed,  or  how  conclude,        15 

• 

This  part  omit,  or  hopelefs.that  elude, 
Doubtful.  Again  elated  in  his  theme, 
A  daring  unexampled  tafk  he'd  claim,  s 

And  wide  unfold  the  Univerfal  Frame  ;  J 

In  mortal  draught  IMMORTAL  BEAUTY  fnare,      20 
And  itamp  this  leaf  as  Nature's  volume  fair. 

High  argument!  nor  hopelefs  to  prevail, 
Though,  for  the  flight  Dedalian  plumage  fail  •, 

Tho'  erft  of  that  ambitious  youth  we  read, 

- 

Difmountcd  from  the  M  life's  fabled  ileed,          25 

And  ftory  with  alluding  caution  tell, 

How  from    the  fun's   bright   car    the   headlor.g 

driver  fell: 

Nature,  unerring  tutorefs,  fhall  prefidc, 
And  through  her  endlsis  revolutions  guide; 
Her  various  maze  i'cs  windings  fhail  unbraid,   ^ 
Her  doublings  trace  theniielves,  while  felf.  be 

trayed 
Her  complications  to  connection  lead.. 


VER.  21.  Dedalian  plarnftze  fail~\  Icarus. 

j          •  f         ,«b   j 

VER.  24.  Youth  we  read~\  Bellerophon. 

• 
VER.  27.  Driver  fell]  Phaeton. 


For 


BOOK       If.  25 

For  while  the  circumambient  air  we  (ing, 
Its  fpringy  te.nfion,  and  elaftick  fprir. 
The  quick  vibration  of  the  yielding  mafs  ;          35 
How  objects  thro'  its  lucid  medium  pals-, 
For  Nature  how  thefmiiing  glafs  expands;, 
Narcifius  like,  how  beaureous  Nature  (lands, 
Self-loved  with.jn  the  fplendid  mirror  fhines, 
But  ielf  enjoy'd,  nor  like  NarcifTus  pines-,  40 

How,  as  a  talifman  of  magick  frame, 
This  atmofphere  conveys  the  enlightening  beam, 
Reflects,  inflects,  refracts  the.  orient  ray; 
Anticipating  (beds  the  rifing  day  — 


VER.  33,  FQr.ivJyile  the  cirtumambient  air'}  The,  advantage 
pf  the  atmofphere's  elaftick  texture  ;  by  which  it  yields  to, 
and  clofes.  imperceptibly  upon  aH«moving  bodies^w«-. 

VER.  36.  Hew  objcfts']  The  furprizing  tranfparency,  con 
tinuity,  and  coherence  of  its  parts,  forming  .an  uninterrupt 
ed  medium  for  the  .conveyance  of  all  objects  to  the  eye—  — 

YER.  37.  Ftr  .nature']  by  which  it  is  as  it  -were  an  .univer- 
fal  laoking-glaii,  wherein  all  nature  beholds,  admires,  and 
enjoys  her  own  complete  perfections  - 

V£R,  41.  How,  as  &  tali/man']  Its-  curious  difpofuion  for 
th(fi(  convey  ai;ce  of  light;  which  would  be.  of  no  ufc  i"» 
vacuo,  as  it  is  only  perceptible  itfelf,  by  rendering  other  ob 

ject  viable  - 

V«R.  43.  Refle&fj  inflefts]  Its  ftill  more  wonderful  qual; 
in  not  only  reflefting,    but    refracting,    and    inflecting   the 
bwmjnjjv  and  evening  bcr.rii  ;    in  .aj\ppar.i,aw  ,  lifting  t  h*  .  Am 

about  four  degro">  ;ibo\e  his   iVuioj.],,.  and  i 

to^.us  when  the  fuij  Js  about.  eig^tem  dc^:\ 

7(;n  ;  by  which  means  our  day  is  prolonged  aboui  two  hoi:;   , 

and  the  tedious  night  in  the  frigid  zones  ihoncncd  annually 

about  thirty-two  day  -- 

High 
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High  from  his  feat  the  folar  glory  heaves,  45 

( Whofe  image  fires  the  horizontal  waves) 
Abridging,  fhears  the  fable  robe  of  night, 
And  thro'  the  globe  protracts  the  chearful  light; 
With  fweet  preambling  twilight  blends  the  (hade, 
And  gently  lets  our  evening  beam  recede.  50 

Thus,  born  on  airy  wings  the  radiance  flies, 
Quickening  the  vifion  of  poetick  eyes  ; 
Whence  we  may  pierce  into  the  deep  profound, 
And,  fearching,  view  the  wondrous  fyftem  round : 
For  wide  as  univerfal  Nature  fp reads,  .    55 

Light's  facred  fount  its  dreaming  luftre  fhedsj 
Still  orient,  to  the  parting  beam  fucceeds  ; 
Thro*  azure  climes  a  fumlefs  journey  fpeeds ; 

VER.  49.  With  fweet  preambling]  by  refradlion  of  the  rays 
creating  the  dawn,  and  gradual  twilight ;  without  which  we 
mould  be  fuddenly  immerfed  in  an  intolerable  flood  of  day, 
and  without  a  moment's  warning  fliut  up  in  immediate 
darknefs. 

VER.  51.  Thus,  born  on  airy  •wings']  The  ufe  of  light  muft 
be  apparent,  to  as  many  as  have  eyes  to  enjoy  its  benefit ;  but 
much  more  to  thofe,  who  the  further  they  pry  into  nature,  by 
the  afliftance  of  this  element,  will  ftill  more  and  more 
difcover  an  inexhauftible  fund  for  delight  and  admira 
tion— 

VER.  55.  For  wide  as  univerfal  Nature]  What  can  be  more 
amazing,  than  the  expanlion  and  extennon  of  light,  which 
though  a  body,  propagated  from  body,  and  ponderous  in  its 
nature,  is  fo  thin  and  fubtile,  as  to  reach  and  dilate  through 
an  inconceivable  compafs  of  fpace,  before  the  wholQ  content 
would  amount  to  one  drachm  of  weight 

2  It$ 
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Its  reftlefs  longitude  the  glory  darts, 

Nor  lefs  a  boundlefs  latitude  imparts  ;  60 

Where  matter  borders  on  retiring  fpace, 

Impulfive  urges  the  perpetual  race; 

Stupendous  length,  illimited  by  aught 

Of  numbers  fumm'd  or  multiplied  by  thought! 

But  whence  the  Light's  invigorating  force,         6$ 

Its  active  energy,  or  lecret  fource, 

Mufl  beafcribed  to  that  ETERNAL  SPRING, 

Whom  Firft,  and  Laft,  and  ever  Bled  we  fing — 

Who  only  could  his  effluent  Angel  fend  ; 

Athwart  the  gulph  the  radiant  blaze  extend  ;       70 

Kindle  the  mafs  to  incorporeal  fpeed  ; 

The  flame,  with  never  dying  fplendors  feed ; 

With  heat,  the  univerfal  page  unfeal ; 

With  light,  the  univerfal  charm  reveal ; 

VER.  61.  Where  matter  larders']  The  fwiftnefs  and  length 
of  its  progrefs  is  no  lefs  admirable,  extending  poffibly  ad  in- 
finitum,  and  moving  in  one  fecond  of  time  near  two  hundred 
thoufand  of  our  miles ;  without  which  miraculous  velocity, 
its  ufeful  and  glorious  effeft  and  influence  could  never  be 
preferved : 

VER.  65.  But  whence  the  Light's]  and  as  this  perpetuated 
motion  and  vigour  has  not  the  lealr  relation  to  any  property 
inherent  in  matter,  it  can  only  be  accounted  for  as  flowing 
from  the  original  FOUNTAIN  of  Light  and  Truth 

VER.  69.  Who  only  could}  who  alone  could  fpeed  and  fup- 
port  this  his  winged  meflenger,  on  his  univerfal  errand  to 
nature 

VER.  73.  With  heat]  giving  power  to  him  only  of  unfeal- 
ing  her  treafures,  and  unfolding  her  beauties ;  whereby  the 
world's  glorious  and  harmonious  fyftem  becomes  obvious,  and 
the  whole  evidently  as  elegant,  as  it  is  ufeful,—— 

In 
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In  profpect  wide  the  illuftrious  work  difplay,      75 
And  gem  the  pavement  of  the  milky-way  ; 
Make  grace  from  ufe,  and'uTe  frt>m  beauty  flow  : 
With  florid  pencil,  (hade  the  jafper  bow  ; 
The  warring  elements  in  wedlock  bind, 
Water  and  fire,  dull  earth  and  active  wind  *,         80 
Knit  by  Almighty  Order  they  cohere, 
And  in  their  ever  varying  offsprings  fhare. 

Firft  to  the  deep  HE  fpeeds  his  elded  bo rW, 
Whofe  rofy  progrefs  paints  the  purpling  morn  -t 
The  mingling  glories  o'<er  the  furface  play,  85 

And  ocean  dances  to  the  trembling  ray. 

Wide  to  the  beam  his  ample  fea  Hs  fpreads, 
And  deep  beneath  fubfide  the  briny  beds; 
The  fpacious  beds  the  liquid  realms  contain; 
The  feafoning  tinctures  purge  the  foamy  main  ;  90 

VER.  79.  77>£  warring  elements]  Is  it  not  v/onderful,  thafe 
even  Almighty  power,  out  of  one  principle  of  matter,  fhould 
conftitute  four  •  and  by  an  endlefs  compounding,  modifying, 
and  changing  thofe  four,  ihould  produce  that  infinite  variety, 
which  is  vifible  in  theuniverfe? 

VER.  83.  EMeJjt  born]  Light.  Befide  the  two  elements  of 
air  and  light^  already  treated  of;  what  a  fpaeious  field  do  the 
waters,  and  firft  the  ocean,  yield,  for  contemplation  and 
praife  ! 

VFR.  87.  Wide -to-  the  beam}  In  the  expanfion  of  its  fuper'- 
ficies,  without  which  it  would  never  afford  a  fufficient  quanti 
ty  of  vapours,  to  fupply  the  thirfty  land 

VER.  88.  And  'deep  lcnentb~\  the  methods  by  which  its 
waters  are  preferred  pure  from  corruption,  by  the  mixture 
of  falts,  whofe  weight  is  calculated  to  prevent  their  ex 
haling 

*  But 
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But,  polled  by  balance  of  eternal  weight, 

The  lalts  pcrpttu.al  hold  their  watery  icat, 

Nor  in  the  tepid  exhalations  mount, 

To  fire  the  chryftal  of  the  cooling  fount. 

The  Almighty  FIAT  bade  the  deep  conceive,      95 

And  finned  with  cluftring  tribes  the  vital  wave, 

From  huge  Leviathan's  enormous  frame, 

To  thole  who  tincturing  paint  the  crimfon  dream  j 

With  watery  wings  they  fkim  the  yielding  feas ; 

Their  central  poife  its  gravitation  weighs,          100 

Adjufted,  fteady  to  their  varying  fize, 

By  geometrick  rule,  and  calculation  nice  r 

Thefe  have  their  palaces,  and  coral  groves, 

Their  latent  grotts,  and  pearly  bright  alcoves  ; 

Wide  is  the  copious  hand  of  BOUNTY  fpread,     105 

And  myriads  at  the  plenteous  feaft  are  fed. 

Nor  lefs,  the  grateful  light  falutes  their  eye, 

And  folar  glories  gild  the  nether  fky  •, 

VER.  95.  The.  Almighty  FIAT]  the  number,  fize,  and  qua 
lities  cf  its  inhabitants,  all  adapted  tc  its  grofs  and  tempeflu- 
ous  medium 

VER.  103,  Thefe  have  their  palaces']  being  provided,  with 
out  their  own  labour,  with  all  the  delights  and  convenience* 
of  life 

VER.  105.  Wide  is  the  copious  hand]  as  well  as  nourifh- 
ment  for  the  fupportof  it 

VER.  107.  Nor  le.fi\  their  ocean  being  a  medium  and  at- 
mofphere  to  them,  as  our  atmosphere  is  to  us;  and  equally 
fuitcd  to  their  natures,  for  refpira.tion,  as  the  conveyance  ^  f 
light  from  the  heavenly  luminaries  — 

Their 
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Their  ocean  bluflies  with  the  lord  of  day, 

And  nightly  glitters  at  the  twinkling  ray.         no 

The  moon,  attended  by  her  flarry  train, 

Reflects  reflection  to  the  floating  plain, 

Its  murmuring  flux  with  pale  dominion  guides, 

And  fwells  the  pride  of  its  returning  tides ; 

The  deep  thofe  wholfome  agitations  purge,        1 1 5 

And  drive  flagnation  from  the  rolling  furge ; 

Their  rage  the  SOVEREIGN  MODERATOR  cools, 

And  riding,  as  a  fteed  the  bounding  billow  rules  ^ 

Whence  riling  floods  their  ftated  empire  know, 

Norwafteful  o'er  the  neighbouring  regions  flow.  120 

Low  as  the  fea's  capacious  bafm  finks, 
The  thirfty  foil  the  incumbent  ocean  drinks ; 
Whence,  thro*  the  globe  diluting  liquors  pafs, 
And  circulate,  as  in  our  fmaller  mafs  ^ 

The 

VER.  113.  Its  murmuring  fiux\  How  admirably  is  the 
moon's  influence  on  tides  (which  preferves  the  great  body  of 
waters  from  flagnation)  regulated,  to  the  very  point  that  can 
alone  conduce  to  order  and  advantage  :  were  me  nearer,  or 
larger  ;  further  off,  or  lefs  ;  or  were  there  more  moons,  fo  as 
on  any  hand  the  influence  mould  be  in  the  leall  altered  ;  the 
whole  earth  would  be  rendered  uninhabitable,  by  being 
poifoned  with  flagnated  vapours,  or  perpetually  overflowed 
with  deluges 

VER.  123.  Whence,  thro*  the  globe]  As  there  is  no  point 
from  whence  the  riches  of  nature  do  not  flow  in  upon  us  ;  fo 
there  are  two  (though  feemingly  mofl  oppofite)  methods  of  fup- 
plying  us  with  fweet  and  refrefhing  waters ;  one  perennial, 
and  from  beneath,  being  thence  attracted  through  cur  globe 
as  any  liquid  when  touched  by  a  piece  of  fugar  j  which  can- 
pot  be  afcribed  to  the  prdTure  of  our  atmofphcre,  as  it  is 

readies 
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The  falts  with  curious  percolation  drain,  125 

And  kindly  thro*  the  porous  ftrata  drain, 
Attracted,  in  a  maze  of  tubes  exhale-, 
(A  ftiffening  clay  cements  the  fpacious  vale) 
From  whence  oppofed,  the  mountain's  height  they 

claim, 

And  thence  perpetual  pour  the  winding  ftream;  130 
Or  lower,  in  perennial  fountains  rife, 
Nor  dread  the  flar  that  fires  autumnal  fkies. 

While  ocean  thus  the  latent  (lore  bequeaths, 
Above  its  humid  exhalation  breaths  •, 
Its  bofom  pants  beneath  the  vigorous  heat,         135 
And  eager  beams  the  expanding  furface  beat ; 
Infmuating,  form  the  lucid  cell ; 
To  bladders  the  circumfluous  moifture  fwell  •, 
The  inflated  vapours  fpurn  the  nether  tide, 
And  mounted  on  the  weightier  aether  ride :       140 

readier  performed  in  vacuo ;  the  falts  being  feparatcd  by  filtra 
tion  through  the  ftrata,  and  the  rifing  waters  being  oppofed 
by  a  clayey  fubftance  that  generally  lies  near  the  furface  of  the 
lower  lands,  they  proceed  to  the  mountains,  from  whence, 
by  the  advantage  of  a  defcent,  they  fpread  wealth  and  pleafure 
round  all  the  earth 

VER.  133.  While  ocean  thus']  The  other  method  being  by  ex 
halation,  the  manner  as  above  defcribed ;  for  heat  being  the 
moft  fubtile,  light,  and  agile  of  all  bodies  (if  it  may  be  called 
more  than  a  quality  of  body)  by  its  fubtilty  penetrates,  and 
by  its  levity  rarifies  the  humid  parts  of  matter ;  and  then  by 
its  agility  breaking  loofe,  carries  off  the  parts  fo  rarified ;  which 
being  by  that  means  rendered  lighter  than  the  air,  mount  till 
they  reft  or  float  in  that  part  of  the  atmofphere  that  bears  a 
ipecifick  or  proportionable  gravity  j  and  hence  arifes 

As 
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As  tho*  in  fcorn  of  gravitating  power, 

Sublime  the  cloudy  congregations  tower  j 

O'er  torrid  climes  collect  their  fable  train, 

And  form  umbrellas  for  the  panting  fwain  ; 

Or  figured  wanton  in  romantick  mould,  143 

Careering  knights  and  airy  ramparts  hold, 

(Imblazoning  beams  the  flitting  champions  gild, 

And  various  paint  the  vifionary  field  •,) 

Sudden  the  loofe  inchanted  fquadrons  fly, 

And  fvveep  delufion  from  the  wondering  eye ;     150 

Thence,  on  the  floating  atmofphere  they  fail. 

And  fteer  precarious  with  the  varying  gale ; 

Or  hovering,  with  fufpended  wing  delay, 

And  in  difdain  the  kindred  flood  furvey  : 

When  lo !  the  afflicting  asther  checks  their  pride4* 

Comprefllng  chills  the  vain  dilated  tide ;  1 56 

Their  fhivering  eiTence  to  its  center  (brinks, 

And  a  cold  nuptial  their  coherence  links ; 

With  artful  touch  the  curious  meteor  forms, 

Parent  prolifick  of  falubrious  florms  ifo 

VER.  144.  And  form  umbrellas}  the  ufe,  beauty,  and  va 
riety  of  our  meteors;  for  as  the  chief  operator  in  raifmg  the 
vapours  is  heat,  fo  on  the  other  hand 

VER.  155.  Wle-r  /of]  the  chief  artift  in  forming  the  feve- 
ral  meteors  out  of  thofe  vapours,  is  cold  ;  as 

VER.  157.  Their  Jhi-vering  effence ]  firft  rain,  by  expul/ion 
of  the  rarifying  heat ;  upon  which  the  little  bladders  or  vefi-^ 
cles  knocking  againil  each  other,  conglobe  in  the  con  tad, 
and  growing  heavier  than  the  atmofphere,  fall  down  in  larger, 
or  fmaller  drops,  according  as  the  conllituent  parts  of  the 
cloud  were  more  or  lefs  contiguous—— 

When 
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When  from  on  high  the  rapid  tempeft's  hurl'd, 
Enlivening  as  a  fneeze  to  man's  inferior  world: 
The  frigid  chymift  culls  the  mineral  (lore, 
The  glofiy  fphasrules  of  metallick  ore ; 
Sublimes  with  nitre  the  fulphureous  foam,        1 65 
And  hoards  contagion  in  heaven's  ample  dome, 
Where  nature's  magazine  fermenting  lies, 
Till  the  bright  ray  athwart  the  welkin  flies; 
High  rage  the  fmall  incendiary  inipires, 
Whofc  kindling  touch  the  dread  artillery  fires;  170 
Quick,  with  effufion  wide,  the  lightnings  glare; 
Difploding  bolts  the  cloudy  entrails  tear ; 
The  cleanfing  flames  fweep  thro*  the  etherial  room, 
And  fwift  the  grofs  infectious  fleam  confume  : 
Our  vital  element  the  blaze  refines,  175 

While  man,  ingrateful,  at  his  health  repines. 
With  various  fkill  the  chilling  artift  works, 
And  operator  chief  in  every  meteor  lurks : 
Oft,  where  the  zenith's  lofty  realms  extend, 
E'er  mills,  conglobing,  by  their  weight  defcend,  i  So 

VER.  161.  When  from  on  bigh~\  frequently  caufing  florms 
of  wind,  by  condenfing,  and  thereby  deftroying  the  equili 
brium  of  the  atmofphere ;  the  parts  fo  condenfed,  prefTmg 
upon  the  parts  more  rare,  and  dilated,  by  warmth ;  which 
preffiire  produces  the  wind,  which  is  no  other  than  a  current 
of  air 

VER.  163.  The  frigid  ctymijf\  Thunder  and  lightning. 

VOL.  I.  D  With 
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With  fudden  nitre  captivates  the  cloud, 
And  o'er  the  vapour  throws  a  whitening  fhrowd; 
Soft,  from  the  concave,  hovering  fleeces  fall, 
Whofe  flaky  texture  cloaths  our  filver  ball. 
Or  when  the  Ihovver  foffakes  the  fable  fkies,      185 
Haply  the  cold  in  fecret  ambufh  lies, 
Couching  awaits  in  fome  inferior  fpace, 
And  chills  the  temper!  with  a  quick  embrace  > 
The  chryft'al  pellets  at  the  touch  congeal, 
And  from  the  ground  rebounds  the  rattling  hail. 
Or  conftant  where  this  artificer  dwells,  191 

And  algid  from  his  heights  the  rmft  repels, 
*The  ALMIGHTY*  ALCHYMIST  his  limbeck  rears, 
His  lordly  Taurus,  or  his  Alpine  peers  ; 
Sufpending  fogs  around  the  fummit  fpread,      195 
And  gloomy  columns  crown  each  haughty  head, 

VER.  i$j.  With  fudden  nitre']   Snow. 
VER.  188.  And  chills  the  tempejt]  Haif. 

VER,.  191.  Or  ootrftant*\  Or  where  the  cold  is  a  confiant 
inhabitant  in  the  upper  regions^  which  by  reafon  of  their  dif- 
tance  from  the  earth,  are  but  little  affected  with  the  reflection 
of  the  fun-beams,  which  reflection  chiefly  promotes  the  iri- 
tenfrnc'fs  of  heat;  fh'ri'e  the  riAfig  va'p-ours  are  repelled,  be- 
cauft;  meeting  with  the  cold,  they,  in  a  great  meafure,  lofe" 
that  acl-ive  principle  of  heat,  which  was  the  chief  motive  of  thefr 
ftfcenfion  ;  and  floating  as  the  gak  veers,  are  obllrti^led  in 
their  mnrch  by  the  mountains,  or  higher  lands;  and  more 
vapours  ftrll  gathering'  as  they  are  obftrncled,  thei?  pm-ts1,  or 


little    fph.x'ruies,  become  more   neighbourly,  or  contiguous, 
than  when   they  had  a  freedom  'of  ranging  wide-  from  each 
;d  fo  joilling,  run  j.'5to,  or  incorporate  one  with  the" 
other;  arid  ddcending  by  the  laws  of  gravity  —  ~ 

2        *  Obftrudled 
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Obftru&ed  drench  the  cortftipating  hill, 

And  foaking  thro*  the  porous  gritdiftil: 

Collected  from  a  tholifand  thoufand  cells 

The  fubterraneo\is  flood  impatient  fwells  ;        200 

Whence  iffuing  torrents  burft  the  mountain's  fide^ 

And  hence  impetuous  pour  their  headlong  tide. 

Still  central  from  the  wide  circumfluous  waves* 
(Whofe  briny  dam  each  bounded  region  laves) 
The  foil,  ftill  rifmg,  from  the  deep  retires,         205 
And  mediate,  to  the  neighbouring  heaven  afpircs. 
Hence,    where  the  fpring   its    furging    effluence 

boils, 

The  ftrearn  ne'er  refluent  on  the  fount  recoils^ 
But  trips  progrefTive,  with  defcending  pace, 
And  tunes,  thro*  many   a  league,   its    warbling 

maze; 


VER.  198.  And  foaking]  foak  into  the  kills,  tliat  are  ge- 
of" 


nera-lry  of"  a  gravelly,  mineral^  or  lax  fubitece, 
which  the  moiilure  diffils  ;  till  finding,  or  making  a  vent  to 
ifiue  at,  by  the  advantage  of  a  defceftf,  they  pottf  tfhtir  fertile 
and  delicious  Itreama  ov«r  ^11  the  earth  - 

VER.  203.  Still  central  from  the  <zv:V/<r]  and  triis  advantage 
of  a  de^cattt  i$  the  more  tvenxifflfttl  and  bfippy,  iaiafmdci  a§ 
tviihout  it  we  iliould  have  no  rivers,  and  confequcntly  be  poi- 
fom?d  :-nJ  O'.'tffHowed  wifh  th^  ftAiidlr.g  :rnd  ii«^nliWg  waters  * 
for  who,  but  the  ALMIGHTY  -PIRECTOR,  qouW  lead  the 
currents  frorft  their  firft  fource,  by  a  gradual  winding,  and 
nice  declivity,  frequently  tjuiughr  a  miraculous  l«igfh  of 
about  three  thoufand  Engliflt  miles  ?  while  flowing  perpetual 
Urough  varroirs  cHmates.  anti,  nations  of  different  manners 
and  languages,  they  bear  and  fpread  around  fociety,  trade, 
«om-mcixe,  richer,  plenty,  ToidUjment,  ltt*unkr>t  health. 
bloonxing  verdure,  and  endlcfs  delight  — 

D  a  Here 
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Here  blended^  dwells  with  interfering  rills  *, 
And  here  the  lake's  capacious  ;ciftern  fills ; 
Or  wanton,,  here  a  fnaky  labyrinth  roams  -, 
Impervious  here,*  with  indignation  foams ; 
Qr  here  with  rapture  ihoots  the  nether  glade,    215 
And  whitening  filvers  in  the  fteep  cafcade; 
Or  flackening  here,  its  length  of  labour  fooths; 
And  flumbering  foft,  its  fleepy  furface  fmooths ; 
...Wide,  deep,  and  flow,  the  doubtful  current  glides^ 
And  o'er  the  flux  the  tilting  vefTel. rides.  220 

The  embroidered  banks  their  gaudy  fringes  dip, 
And  pendent  flowers  the  fmiling  liquors  fip  •, 
Or  gently:where  the  humid  mirrors  pafs, 
The  foreft  rifes  to  the  watry  glafs  ; 
Self-worfhipping  the.ftately  .fhade  admires,       225 
And  to  a  double  heaven  its  height  afpires. 
The  focial  dream  .a  winding  motion  fleers, 
And  mindful  of  the  neighbouring  region  veers ;     ' 
W.ith  traverfe  or  inverted  circuit  bends, 
Nor  leavesv  unvifited,  remotefl  friends  ;  230 

With  genial,  bounty  fpreads  the  verdant  wealth,    > 
And  pours  large  draughts  of  ever  blooming  health: 
Delight  difftifive  down  the  current  flows, 
And  pleafure  on  the  flowery  margin  grows, 
Thro'  many  a  realm,  where  mighty  monarchs  reign, 
The  ftately  flood  protracts  its  floating  train;      236 
:  Revolving 
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Revolving  funs  the  wondrous  length  purfue, 
Nor  in  one  day  the  liquid  wanderer  view-, 
Its  facil  maze  the  varying  feafons  wind, 

*• 

And  chryftal  flakes  the  ftruggling  fountain  bind, 
Which  diftant  glows  beneath  the  fervid  beam,  24 1 
And  into  ocean  pours  the  copious  ftream. 

-Thus  BEAUTY  flows  in  one  perpetual  ring, 
And  ufes  circling  from  our  oceans  fpring; 
Beneath,  attracted,  thro9  the  ftrata  rife-,  245 

Above,  exhaled,  ufurp  the  ambient  fides ; 

§ 
Meet  in  the  limpid  fource,  or  purling  rill, 

And  bathe  the  vale,  or  fweep  the  ihelving  hill : 
From  hence  their  tributary  floods  repay, 
And  grateful  nourilh  the  recruited  feaj  250 

'fhe  fea  replenished  trafEcks  as  before, 
And  back  to  earth  returns  the  fruitful  ftore. 
To  earth!  for  here,  concentring,  air,  and  fire, 
And  flood,  in  mutual  triple  league  confpire  : 
Since  HE,  on  whom  the  mighty  fabrick  leans,    255. 
The  ETERNAL,  from  eternity  ordains 

Variety, 

VER.  242.  And  into  ocean  p9ltri\  and  difemboguing  their 
floods  into  the  fea,  there  finilh • 

VER.  243.  Thus  BEAUTY  fotvs]  only  ftill  to  repeat  and 
continue  the  eternal  circle  and  order  in  all  things 

VER.  255.    Since  HE]    that  order,    which  the  SUPREME 

SELF-EXISTENCE,  to  manifeft  his  own  power  and  goodnefs, 

has  caufed  to  flow  through  an  infinite  variety  of  creatures  ; 

D  3  and 
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Variety,  which  union  muft  produce-, 

And  order  fcnit  confummate,  into  ufe  •, 

That  DEITY  throughout  the  world  may  fhine, 

And  Nature's  birth  confefs  her  SIRE  DIVINE.   260 

Nature,  bright  effluence  of  the  ONE  SUPREME  ! 
O  how  connected  is  thy  wondrous  frame  ! 
(Thy  grand  machine,  thro'  many  a  wanton  maze, 
Steered  where  ft  winds,  and  ftreightning  where  it 

ftrays, 

There  moft  direcl  where  feeming  moft  inflext, 
}Mo{l  regular  when  feemingly  moft  perplext,  j 
As  tho'  perfection  on  diforder  hung, 
And  perfect  order  from  incaution  fprung) 
Still,  endlefs  as  thy  beauteous  fcenes  arife, 
Still,  endlefs  multiplies  our  deep  furprize.         270 

Say,  does  each  mote  know  its  peculiar  place, 
All  confcious,  thro'  the  gulf  of  boundlefs  fpace  ? 

Can 

an-d  yet  has  founded  that  infinite  variety  on  the  union  of  a  few 
principles;  which  few  principles  are  further,  and  ultimately 
refolvable,  and  united  in  HIM,  the  only  ORIGINAL,  and 
SELF  ETERNAL  PRINCIPLE. 

VER.  27 1 .  Say,  does  each  mote]  The  reafon  why  I  reprefent, 
as  above,  the  various  opinions  of  atheifb,  in  one  ridiculous 
light  (when  they  may  be  fuppofed  to  differ  much  in  their  no 
tions,  and  the  learned  treatifes  they  have  written  for  our  in- 
ftru&ion  to  carry  a  great  appearance  of  ingenious  and  meta- 
phyfical  argumentation)  is,  that  the  truth,  and  matter  of  facl:, 
upon  enquiry  and  reflection,  will  be  found  exadlly  and  literal 
ly  as  I  have  reprefented  it ;  and  that  all  their  ambages  and 
circumlocutions  center  and  turn  upon  pne  point,  which  is  this, 
that  whoever  attempts  to  rob  tfi§  world  of  a  SUPERINTEN- 

DANT 


B    O    O    K       II.  39 

Can  atoms  be  omnifcient,  to  difcern 

(What  human  wifdom  ftrives,  but  drives  in   vain 

to  learn) 

What  mode  myfterious  paints  the  purpling  rofe,  275 
What  melts  the  current  when  Maeander  flows  ? 

What 

DANT  PROVIDENCE,  orpESiGNit:o  WISDOM,  does  thereby 
necefiurily  afcribe  all  that  is  of  connexion,  order,  or  beauty 
in  the  world,  to  blind,  and  infenfible  matter ;  and  is,  there 
fore,  guilty  of  the  ridiculous  abfurdities  and  contradictions 
above  fet  forth.  For,  as  the  wit,  or  invention  of  men,  has 
never  yet  laid  down  any  atheiflical  hypothecs,  however  fu fa- 
tile  or  various,  but  what  is  evidently  refolvable  into,  firft,  a 
Fortuitous  Concourfe  of  Atoms ;  fecondly,  an  Eternal  Ope 
rating  Neceflity  ;  or,  thirdly,  an  Endlefs  Round,  or  Succemon 
of  Caufes  and  EfFefts  ;  if  thofe  gentlemen,  who  would  thus 
point  out  our  GOD,  mean,  as  they  often  pretend,  that  HE  is 
any  thing  more  than  bare  matter ;  we  mail  fcon  find  their  in 
tention,  by  fejparating  the  terms  they  have  annexed  as  opera 
tors  for  the  affiflaiice  of  ftupid  matter  :  and  on  our  part  it  will 
be  but  common  gratitude,  to  enquire,  to  which  of  thefe  three 
pretended  Caufes,  we  are  obliged  for  the  particular  benefits  we 
receive,  or  (as  members  of  the  great  whole)  for  the  formation 
and  order  of  the  univerfe,  or  nature  itfelf. 

Firft  then ;  as  Chance  is  the  operator  afiigned  in  a  Fortuitous 
Concourfe  of  Atoms;  we  would  know,  what  this  Chance, 
thi.s  wife  and  ingenious  artift,  is— Is  it  a/ubftance  ?  No,  that  is 
not  pretended  : — Matter  ?  nor  that :—  Quality  of  matter  ?  nor 
that  neither.  —  What,  neither  fubjelt,  nor  attribute?  — No. — 
It  is  then,  what  js  not ;  or  is  not  any  thing  that  is :  it  is,  in 
truth,  what,  by  way  of  apology,  we  aflign  as  a  caufe  of  any 
eiteft  produced,  when  our  ignorance  or  idlenefs  will  not  per 
mit  us  to  enquire,  or  find  any  other ;  —  a  meaning,  without  an 
idea;  or  even  lefs,  a  word  without  a  meaning :— And  thus 
when  Chance  is  introduced  for  the  folution,  Chance  unlucki 
ly  happens  to  leave  all  the  operating  burden  upon  that  poor 
matter  it  was  called  to  afliii.  As  in  the  fecond  place.  I  alfo 
fear  there  will  be  immediate  occafion  for  calling  upon  Chance 
to  help  out  their  Neceflity,  and  that  it  will  preve  equally 
treacherous  as  before.  For  as  Necrfliiy  is  the  fuppofcd  ope 
rator  here,  if  it  be  aflced,  is  this  Ncceflity  difthlft  from  the 
things  it  ncceJlittte?  ?  The  anfvn  r  llj  W»,  by  all  nu  ; 

D  4  fincc 
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What  modes  our  adamantine  marble  bind  ? 
What  ruffle  a&ive  in  the  bluftering  wind  ? 
From  inky  jett  exclude  the  piercing  day  ; 
Gr  thro8  the  brilliant  drink  the  trembling  ray  ,280 

Nip 

fince  to  affert  otherwife,  is  allowing  it  to  be  the  thing  operat 
ed,  and  not  the  operator;  and  fo  the  Original  Superior 
Caufe  be  as  far  to  feek  as  ever.  Jf  then  it  be  afked,  Is  this 
Neceflity  confcious,  intelligent,  free,  or  defigning  ?  That 
doubtlefs  is  denied,  elfe  we  have  there  the  very  GOD  we  de- 
fire. — But  then,  ifitlhould  be  unluckily  ftarted,  that  if  this 
Neceffity  is  neither  defigning,  confcious,  nor  intelligent,  it  is 
altogether  as  blind  as  matter;  and  if  not  free,  is  as  much  in 
need  of,  and  equally  fubjected  to  a  Higher  Caufe  as  matter 
can  poffibly  be ;  being  confequently  a  Neceffity  neceilitated, 
and  not  acting,  but  acted  upon  ;  if  this,  I  fay,  mould  be  ob 
jected,  there  muft  either  be  reco.urfe  to  the  old  wife  folution, 
that  fo  it  happens ;  or  a  Higher  Neceffity  or  unintelligent 
Caufe  be  alleged,  and  fo  another  to  fupport  the  fecond,  and 
another  the  tkird,  ad  infinitum  ;  like  the  elephant  bearing  the 
earth,  the  crab  the  elephant,  and  fo  on  ;  which  procedure, 
ad  infinitum,  to  affign  a  Caufe,  mews  that,  ad  infinitum, 
they  will  be  as  far  as  ever  from  affigning  a  True  Caufe,  and 
fo,  ad  iniinitum,  no  Caufe  at  all  will  be  affigned. 

The  third  and  laft  fhift  is  an  Endlefs  Succeffion  of  Caufes 
and  Effects,  where  all  the  fubtilty  confifts  in  the  word  End 
lefs  ;  for  whatever  is  incapable  of  being  a  Caufe  in  any  time, 
ever  was,  and  ever  will,  through  eternity,  continue  equally 
incapable.  And  here,  if  the  queftion  be  afked,  Whether  any 
of  thefe  Effects  be  original,  independent,  or  fuperintendent  ? 
The  anfwer  is  negative,  if  it  were  only  to  avoid  a  direct  ab- 
furdity  and  contradiction  :  if  then  it  be  afked,  what  thefe 
Effects  are  ?  The  anfwer  is,  that  the  Effects  are  no  other  than 
matter  varioufly  modified  and  actuated  ;  for  that  is  the  utmofl; 
degree  of  perfection  they  will  allow  them,  for  fear  of  border- 
Ing  too  near  upon  fpirit.  Again,  if  it  be  afked  on  the  other 
hand,  whether  among  the  Caufes,  there  is  any  ONE  original 
or  independent  ?  The  anfwer,  doubtlefs  is,  No  ;  for  to  allow 
there  were,  would  be  contrary  to  the  hypothecs  laid  down. 
But  then  obferve  the  neceffary  confequence  of  all  this;  for 
firll:,  if  none  of  thefe  Effects  are  original,  independent,  or 
fuperintendent ;  and  they  all  confift  of  matter  varioufly  mp- 
fdiiied  and  actuated,  they  are  no  other  than  matter  itill,  what 
ever 
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Nip  in  the  froft,  or  in  the  furnace  glow  ; 
With  gay  enammel  arch  the  (howery  bow; 
With  various  influence  our  fenfes  greet, 
Point  in  the  four,  grow  lufcious  in  the  fweet, 
Scent  in  the  civet,  ftifle  in  the  draught,  285 

Light  from  the  doe  the  tainting  odour  waft, 
Excite  the  noftril  of  the  opening  hound ; 
More  fubtile  (till  the  organick  fenfe  compound  ; 
Thro'  elements,  plant,  reptile,  man,  and  brute, 
This  thing  to  that,  and  all  to  other  fuit  ?          290 
(pan  clay,  fuch  virtues,  forms,  and  modes  affign  ? 
Debating,  methodize,  confpire,  combine  ? 
Studious  deliberate  on  the  publick  weal, 
And  ne'er  like  human  politicians  fail  ? 
Each  particle  its  feparate  province  chufe,        .  295 
Nor  that  prefer,  nor  froward  this  refufe  j 
Each  for  itfelf,  and  for  the  whole  advife  ; 
All  good,  all  right,  all  perfect,  and  all  wife  ? 
Prophetick,  thro*  eternity  foreknow, 
From  paft,  what  future  revolutions  flow  ?          300 

eyer  action  or  modification  be  produced — And  fecondly,  if  on. 
the  other  hand,  among  the  Endlefs  Caufes,  there  is  not  any 
one  Caufe  Original,  or  Independent,  there  is  not  any  one 
Caufe  but  what  is  effected ;  and  every  one  being  effected,  the 
whole,  which  confifts  of  them,  is  effected,  and  therefore  is  all 
Effeft  j  and  all  the  Effects  being  matter  actuated  and  modifi* 
cd,  the  whole  is  confequently  no  other  than  matter  actuated  and 
modified  ;  and  fo  finally  recurs,  and  in  every  light,  view,  fhift, 
and  evafion,  refolves  in  this,  that  matter  alone  operates  upon  it 
felf  i  and  tho*  deititute  of  defign,  wifdom,  forefight,  order,  or 
direction,  yet  wifely  forefees,  defigns,  directs,  and  orders 
all  things. 

Can 
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Can  each  be  omnipreient,  to  perceive 
What  endlefs  links  the  blended  fabrick  weave, 
On  every  various  confequence  reflect, 
Prepare  each  caufe  to  yield  the  juft  effect, 
Sum  up  the  whole,  and  thence  the  whole  con 
nect  ?  305 
O  dotage  !  dreamers  !  who  could  once  fuppofe 

A 

The  paffive  mafs  its  MAKER  fhould  inclofe, 

And  the  formed  clay  its  forming  LORD  compofe. 

"  Ye  Atheifts!  if  ye  will  beAtheifts  ftill, 

"  And  will,  no  caufe  but  this,  becaufe  ye  will;  310 

*c  If  ftubborn,  in  your  little  reafon's  fpight, 

"  Ye  will  judge  wrong,  becaufe  ye  wo'nt  judge 

right  i 

*c  1fhus  argue — Since  the  clue  of  boundlefs  fpace 
"  Winds  worlds  on  worlds,  and  wonders  wonders 

trace  ; 

"  'Tis  Order  above  rule  that  guides  the  plan,   315 
"  And  Wifdom,  far  beyond  what  wifdom  can.; 
"  The  BOUNTY  boundlefs,  BEAUTY  without  end  : 
"  And  who'd  believe  a  GOD,    he  cannot  compre 
hend?" 

For  deep,  indeed,  the  ETERNAL  FOUNDER  lies, 
And  high  above  his  work  the  MAKER  flies  :       320 
Yet  infinite  that  work,  beyond  our  foar  ; 
Beyond  what  Clarkes  can  prove,  or  Newtons  can 

explore ! 

Its 
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Its  union,  as  of  numbers  to  the  found 

Of  minftrelfie,  to  heavenly  rapture  wound, 

On  harmony  fufpended,  tunes  the  whole,          325 

Thrills  in  our  touch,  and  lives  upon  our  foul ; 

Each  note  inclufive  melody  reveals, 

Softening  within  the  ETERNAL  FINGE  R  dwells, 

Now  fweetly  melts,  and  nowfublimely  fwells; 

Yet  relative  each  focial  note  extends,  330 

Throughout  is  blended,  while  throughout  it  blends 

Symphonious,  ecchoing  the  SUPREME'S  defign, 

BE4UTY  OF  LOVE,  and  SYMMETRY  DIVINE  ! 
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THUS  BEAUTY  mimicked  in  our  humbler 
ftrains, 

Illuftrious,  thro'  the  world's  great  poem  reigns ! 
The  ONE  grows  fundry  by  creative  power ; 
THE  ETERNAL'S  found  in  each  revolving  hour ; 
The  IMMENSE  appears  in  every  point  of  fpace  ;     5 
The  UNCHANGEABLE  in  nature's  varying  face; 
The  INVISIBLE  confpicuous  to  our  mind ; 
And  DEITY  in  every  atom  fhrined : 
From  whence  exults  the  animated  clod, 
And  fmiling  features  fpeak  the  PARENT  GOD  ;     10 
WHO  here,  and  there,  and  every  where  abounds : 
Air  uttering,  tells  His  HARMONY  in  founds; 
The  light  reveals  the  FOUNTAIN  of  its  rays, 
And  like  the  Seraph  kindles  in  His  praife  ; 
The  floods  ambitious  to  His  glory  rife,  15 

And  feek  their  SOURCE  throughout  His  ambient 
fkies ; 
4  Thence, 
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Thence,  in  united  congregations  fall, 
And  tune  their  anthems  o'er  the  warbled  ball ; 
The  ball  enlivening  at  His  order  fprings, 
And  rounding  to  its  central  MAKER  clings  :        20 
The  MAKER  '  ample  in  his  bounty,  fpread 
The  various  flrata  of  earth's  genial  bed; 
Tempered  thefubject  mafs  with  pregnant  juice, 
And  fubtile  {tores,  of  deep  and  facred  ufe ; 
Salts,  oils,  and  bitumen,  and  unctuous  pitch,      2$ 
With  precious  tho'  myfterious  influence  rich ; 
Mercurial,  nitrous,  and  fulphureous  fpume, 
Fermenting  virtual  the  terreftrial  womb. 
Hence,  where  the  folar  heat  and  fearching  air, 
Tranfgrefllve,  pierce  our  actuated  fphere,  30 

The  arch-chymifts  work  as  in  a  fecret  mine, 
And  nature's  crude  originals  refine ; 
Here  blending  mix,  here  feparate,  here  felect, 
And  purging  here  the  incongruous  parts  reject ; 
Perennial  bind  the  flint's  impervious  rock,          35 
And  flrict  its  adamantine  texture  lock ; 

VER.  22.  Strata  of  earth's  genial  bed]  For  the  ufe  of  the 
flrata  or  layers  of  earth  in  the  conveyance  of  fountains  and 
fweet  waters,  fee  Book  II. 

VSR.  23.  Suljefi  mafs]  The  mere  matter,  or  caput  mor- 
tuum  fuppofcd  in  all  terreftrial  bodies— 

VER.  31.  Tke  arch-ebymifts']  which  fo  impregnated*  and 
modified  by  air  and  heat  as  above  recited,  fupplies— — J 

The 
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The  future  monumental  marble  ftain, 

And  wanton  thro*  its  variegated  vein  5 

Salubrious  here  the  mineral  medicine  mix* 

Here  the  once  potable  utenfil  fix  j  40 

Here  modify  with  ever  varying  change  \ 

And  here  the  fitnilar  effluvia  range  •, 

Coinpa6l  the  luftre  of  metallick  ore, 

The  fteely,  argent,  or  Corinthian  (lore  $ 

Or  fevering,  caft  in  nature's  pureft  mould  45 

The  denfe  elixir  of  refulgent  gold. 

Thro'  fparkling  gems  the  plaftick  artifts  play3 

And  petrify  the  light's  embodied  ray  5 

Now  kindk  the  carbuncle's  ruddy  flame  ^ 

£Jow  gild  the  chryfolite's  tranfparent  beam ,  ;      50 

Infufe  the  faphire's  fub terraneous  iky, 

And  tinge  the  topaz  with  a  faffron  dye  j 

\Vith  virgin  blwfh  within  the  ruby  glow, 

And  o'er  the  jafper  paint  the  fhowery  bow. 

Endlefs  the  tafk,  and  arduous,  to  unfold  55 

What  fecrets  earth's  prolific  entrails  hold  ; 
In  nature's  womb  what  embryon  treafures  fleep, 
The  wondrous  natives  of  the  hoary  deep  : 
Whence  happy  oft',  oft'  haplcfs  they  afpire  5 
Supply  what  want  can  wifh^  or  pride  require —  60 
Blcft,  are  the  blamelefa  means,  the  curfe  is 
defire. 
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Hence  comfort  kindles  in  the  chearful  blaze, 
Tho'  fire  upon  the  expiring  martyr  preys  ; 
The  peafant  hence  manures  the  exhaufted  foil, 
Tho'  lordlings  fhare  the  produfl  of  his  toil  ^       65 
Hence  artifts  in  the  princely  dome  furvive, 
Tho'  drones  may  occupy  its  ample  hive  ; 
Hence  medicines  yield  the  falutiferous  pill, 
But  gently  qualified  can  learn  to  kill: 
Hence  medals  may  reveal  the  patriot's  face,        70 
Altho'  a  tyrant  gild  the  nether  fpace  -, 
Once  more  return  great  Socrates  to  light, 
Or  with  an  Alexander  blaft  the  fight — 
(Who  here  approves  the  infamy  of  fame, 
Shares  Alexander's  guilt,  and  Alexander's  fhame) 
Nor  lefs  the  plough-fhare  needs  theLydian  blade, 
Tho'  flee!  and  pride  the  neighbouring  realm  in* 
vade  j 

VER.  62.  Hence  c.Qtnfort\  the  comfort  of  firing  in  coals  and 
other  combuftibles— — 

VER.  64.  The  peafant  hence}  the  manure  t>f  Hftfe,  marie, 
and  other  mooring 

VER.  66.  Hence  artifts}  variety  of  curious  and  beautiful 
itone,  for  the  benefit  of  habitation,  and  exercifc  of -art 

VER.  68.  Hence  medicines}  many  medicinal  and  healing 
drugs 

VER.  70.  Hewce  melali}  metals  for  the  convey&nce  of 
ufcful  hiftory  to  future  agw  ia  feulpturc,  ftatuar/,  emboff- 
meat,  &c.— 

VER.  76.  Nir  kfs  the pkugJ:- flare]  tliofe  metals  affording 
alfo  many  engin^i,  utcnfils,  &c.  for  procuring  and  accele 
rating  nouriJteWht.  -Uer  coh-menf^i  lelnjhts  ia 
li^t  ft-  •  ^ 

The 
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The  tooh  to  life  fubfervient  we  alledge, 
Tho'  deadly  cruelty  can  whet  their  edge : 
Such  we  approve  the  trade  fupporting  ore,          80 
Tho'  avarice  purloin  the  fhining  flore  -, 
In  Maro's  hand  the  precious  treafure  view, 
It  fpreads  all  bounteous  as  the  heavenly  dew* 
Shall  Nature  check  the  purple  colouring  globe, 
Left  magiftrates  fhould  trail  the  fplendid  robe  ?  85 
,Nor  beauteous  her  adorning  brilliants  wear, 
Left  gems  (hould  deck  the  follies  of  the  fair  ? 
"  Ah  Nature!  thou  hadft  fcaped  thy  only  blot, 
"  Could  man  but  ceafe  to  be — or  hitherto  were 

not : 

c<  Ay,  there's  the  tafk,  the  labour  of  our  fong— 
"  To   prove  that  All  is  right,     tho*   mart   be 

wrong." 

Emergent  from  the  deep  view  Nature's  face, 
And  o'er  the  furface  deepeft  wifdom  trace ; 
The  verdurous    beauties    charm    our    cherifhed 

eyes 

But  who'll  unfold  the  ROOT  from  whence  they 
rife  ?  95 

VER.  80.  Such  we  appro<ve\  as  alfo  coin,  for  afcertainihg 
the  value,  and  fpeeding  the  tranfmigration  of  property  in 
trade  and  commerce  ;  as  may  beft  fuiteach  perfon's  conveni 
ence  and  advantage— 

VER.  84.  Shall  Nature  check  ]  the  beauty  of  colours— 
.     VER,  86.  Nor  beauteous]  and  luflre  of  jewels. 

Infinity 
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Infinity  within  the  fprouting  bower  ! 

Next  to  senigma  in  ALMIGHTY  POWER  ; 

WHO  only  could  infinitude  confine, 

And  dwell  IMMENSE  within  the  minim  fhrine  $ 

The  eternal  fpecies  in  an  inftant  mould,  100 

And  endlefs  worlds  in  feeming  atoms  hold. 

Plant  within  plant,  and  feed  enfolding  feed, 

For  ever — to  end  never — dill  proceed  ; 

In  forms  complete,  effentially  retain 

The  future  femen,  alimental  grain  j  105 

And  thefe  again,  the  tree,  the  trunk,  the  root> 

The  plant,  the  leaf,  the  bloflbm,  and  the  fruit 

Again  the  fruit  and  flower  the  feed  enclofe, 

Again  the  feed  perpetuated  grows, 

And  BEAUTY  to  perennial  ages  flows* 

Such  the  SUPREME  his  wondrous  Sata  made, 
E'er  yet  their  foliage  cloath'd  the  novel  glade  $ 
Gave  each  a  texture  of  peculiar  frame, 
And  nature  correfpondent  to  its  name  ; 
Gave  different  powers  to  propagate  their  kind,  115 
And  varying  means  to  various  ends  afiign'd ; 
Then  o'er  the  globe  the  mifiive  treafure  ftrow'd, 
And  firft  the  ETERNAL  HAND  earth's  fpacious 
bofom  fow'd* 

VER.  96.  Sprouting  lower]  The  feed,  which,  as  here  de- 
fcribed  in  its  vegetative  ftate,  may  be  faid  to  contain  or  be 
divided  into 

VOL.  I.  E  Here 
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Here  elemental  principles  unite, 

To  give  the  new  confummate  birth  to  light :      1 20 

The  glebe,  now  pregnant,  yields  nutritious  food; 

Lymphatic  dews,  their  mild  diluting  flood ; 

The  fun  affords  his  rarifying  fphere, 

And  sther  breathes  its  actuating  air  ; 

Quatruple,  round  the  temper'd  embryon  meet,  125 

And  its  fine  tegument  fermenting  greet ; 

Whence  fubtile  juices  pierce  the  filmy  fkin, 

Repeating  vigorous  their  attacks  within  ; 

Thence  thro'  the  lobes  with  percolation  drain, 

And  thence  infufing  thro'  their  radix  drain;      130 

Thence  limpid  to  the  plantal  root  diftil, 

And  each  impregnated  aperture  fill, 

With  fwoln  repletion  thro'  the  portals  float, 

And  now  unclafp  the  nice  cutaneous  coat ; 

The  radicle  now  obvious  they  unfold,  135 

And  to  its  infant  lips  their  liquors  hold  ; 

The 

VER.  126.  And  its  fne  tegument"]  its  teguments  or  coats; 
the  main  body  included  in  the  coats,  and  the  root  and  plume, 
or  plant,  included  in  the  main  body 

VER.  129.  Lobes  with  percolation  ftrain~\  the  main  body 
(though  fmgle  in  fome,  and  in  fome  more  numerous)  is  ge 
nerally  and  diftinclly  divifible  into  two  equal  parts,  which 
are  called  lobes;  and  thefe  lobes  contain  — 

Ver.  130.  Radix  drain]  the  feminal  root,  whofe  branches 
being  fpread  through  each  lobe  in  equal  moieties,  unite  at 
the  extremity  of  the  feed  in 

VER.  131.  Plantal  root  diftil]  The  plantal  root,  or,  — 

VER.  135.  P^adicle now  obvious]  radicle  ;  which  being  fup- 
plied  with  juices  in  the  two  methods  as  above  defcribed, 

(i.  e. 
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The  indinflive  lips  imbibe  the  gentle  tide, 

And  thro'  the  veins  the  milky  liquids  glide, 

Afcending  vifit  the  inclufive  plume, 

(Where  Nature  wantons  in  minuted  room,        140 

Where  folded  clofe,  her  implicated  fize 

Of  trunk,  branch,  leaf,  and  future  femen  lies) 

Confpicuous  its  dilated  form  difplay, 

And  give  its  texture  to  apparent  day. 

Around  the  plume  the  guardian  lobes  arife,       145 

And  fence  their  minor  from  inclement  Ikies  j 

With  pious  dews  his  early  verdure  bathe, 

Perform  their  truft  with  never  failing  faith  ; 

Till,  felf-fuflkient,  they  retire  to  earth, 

And  leave  the  (tripling  to  his  right  of  birth.     150 

Now  fervid  beams  the  rifing  fap  exhale, 

And  air  ingredient  wings  the  vital  gale  ; 

The 

(i.  e.  firft  from  the  feminal  root,  and  after  from  the  earth  to 
which  it  becomes  obvious)  communicates  the  nourifhment  to 
its  plume,  or  young  plant,  which  is  clofely  included,  and  fhut 
up  in  a  narrow  cavity  within  the  lobes 

VER.  145.  Lobes  arifi\  which  lobes,  upon  a  further 
growth,  are  effoliated,  and  rife  about  the  young  plant  in  two 
diflimilar  leaves,  (being  now  nourilhed  in  their  turn  by  the 
radicle  which  they  had  formerly  foftered)  and  thus  protect 
ind  embrace  it  round,  and  nourifh  its  infancy  with  refreming 
dews,  which  they  hold  to  it  as  in  a  bafm,  embalming  it 
mnd,  while  yet  the  fcanty  moiiture  of  the  radicle  is  infuffi- 
:ient  for  its  fupport ;  till  having  a&ed  their  part  on  the  ve- 
table  ftage,  nature  gives  them  their  difcharge,  and  they  rot 
or  fall  away. 

VER.  152.  Air  ingredient  wings]  This   very  principle  in 
>ur  air,  or  atmofphere,  which  chiefly  conduces  to,  or  is  the  very 

E  2  eflcacc 
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The  folids  in  diluting  moifture  pafs, 

And  colds  condenfc  the  vegetating  mafs. 

The  labial  pores  of  every  various  root  155 

Their  orifice  to  varying  natures  fqit, 

Admit  effluvia  of  peculiar  mode, 

And  delicate  the  incongruous  parts  explode. 

Salts,  oils,  and  fulphurs,  thro*  the  entrance  tend, 

And  fimilar,  with  proper  members  blend ;         160 

To  fight,   fmell,   tafte,  their  feveral   powers  dif- 

penfe, 

And  aptly  ravifli  each  luxuriant  fenfe  ; 
Still  graceful,  vary  in  fome  new  delight^ 
Still  obvious,  pleafe  the  involuntary  fight. 
Our  tranlient  optick  o'er  the  furface  plays,       1 65 
And  Nature's  fuperficial  mien  furveys ; 
But  rare  with  deeper  inquifition  pryes, 
Where  BEAUTY'S  wrapt,  reclufe  from  vulgar  eyes, 
EfTential,  fits  on  Truth's  Eternal  Throne, 
And  univerfal,  reigns  o'er  worlds  unknown;     170 
Difplays  her  fway  thro*  unimagined  fcenes, 
Elyfian  trades,  and  philofophic  plains  : 
Thefe,  thefe  are  climes  of  ever-living  joy ; 
Truth  ne'er  can  fatiate,  Reafon  ne'er  can  cloy. 

efience  of  animal  and  vegetable  life,  is  alfo  the  very  prin 
ciple  of  corruption,  or  the  diflblution  of  the  parts  of  matter, 
as  fftall  hereafter  be  made  evident. 

O  worthy ! 
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O  worthy  !  far  more  worthy  to  explore,  175 

Than  treafured  luftre  of  Peruvian  ore  ; 

Or  fupererogated  ftore,  acquired 

By  pilgrimage,  to  faintihip  long  expired. 

In  Nature's  realms  no  wretched  levees  wait, 

No  monarchs  hold  their  arbitrary  feat;  180 

Far  different  law  her  beauteous  empire  fways, 

And  ORDER  dictates  her  unerring  ways, 

Here  may  we  fpy,from  the  SUPREME  of  things, 
How  firft  the  originate  material  fprings ; 
How  fubftituted  nature  moulds  her  forms,        1 85 
What  tender  love  her  infant  embryo  warms, 
What  tempering  fkill  the  boon  conception  frames  j 
And  trace  her  maze  of  complicated  fchemes, 
Where  differing  parts  identity  compofe, 
Yet  endlefs  how,  from  ONE  !  each  varying  eflence 
flows ;  190 

Each  vegetable  fet  in  beds  of  blifs, 
Their  fap  exhaling  from  the  PRIME  ABYSS. 
See,  bafhful  why  the  downward  roots  retire, 
(While  up  to  heaven  their  kindred  trunks  afpirc) 
Obliquely  fome,  and  fome  with  fteep  defcentj    195 
Some  level,  with  direct,  or  tortuous  bent ; 
Some  to  a  root  their  tethered  trunks  condemn, 
Attracting  prone  the  yet  reluctant  ftem  ; 

VER.  193.  $tf,  lajkful}  The  various  motions  of  roots. 

E  3  While 
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While   forne  peep  up,   to   view    the  gladfome 

fkies  •, 

And  fome  rotund,  with  bold  projefted  fize,    200 
And  interfered  horizon,  arife. 
See,  wondrous  thus  how  each  fagacious  root, 
As  markfmen,  to  their  feveral  fignals  fhoot  j 
What  CAUSE  reversed  the  feparate  bias  guides, 
And  w.hence  the  ftill  difTenting  movement  glides. 

Their  figures,  pliant  to  fome  plaftic  SKILL,  205 
Alike  obfequious  to  ITS  fecret  WILL, 
With  pointed  cone  the  yielding  ftrata  pafsj 
Qr  here,  accumulate  their  bulbous  mafss 
Here  bulky,  taper,  parted,  or  entire 5.  2  10 

Here  writhing,  twift  their  complicated  wire  5 
Here  ramified,  their  forky  branches  fpread  j 
OrJtafTell'd  here,  their  fibrous  fringes  fhed; 
Adjufted  thro'  each  multifarious  feel:, 
And  efficacious  to  fome  point  elect —  215 

Elect,  within  while  WISDOM  dwells  replete, 
INCOMPREHENSIVE  thro'  His  facred  feat. 

Hence,  hence  alone,  the  final  caufes  tend, 
And  reach  unerring  each  appointed  end  j 
The  maze  of  endlefs  implication  wind,  220 

Dire&ed  by  the  clue  of  ALL  PERCEIVING  MIND. 

VER.  205.  TMrffurit]  The  various  figures  of  roots. 

Hence 
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Hence  from  the  Seraph's  intellectual  ray, 
To  reafon's  fpark,  that  gilds  our  fcnfual  clay ; 
To  life  (fcarce  confcious)  in  the  inftinctive  brute-, 
To  reptile,  plant,  and  vegetating  root;  225 

The  features  in  confpicuous  femblance  fhine, 
And  fpeak,  thro*  all,  ONE  PARENT  ALLDIVINS.     •' 

Thus  anfwering  lively  jo  organic  fenfe, 
The  plants  half  animate  their  powers  difpenfe  : 
The  mouth's  analogy  their  root  difplays,          230. 
And  for  the  inteftine  vifcera  purveys ; 
Their  liquors  thro*  refpondent  veflels  flow, 
And  organ  like  their  fibrous  membranes  grew: 
Nor  yet  inadequate  their  congruous  ufe 
Of  mucilages,  lymph,  and  lacteal  juice ;  235 

The  flood  confimilary  duds  receive, 
And  glands  refine  the  feparated  wave ; 
Redounding  vapours  thro'  the  pores  tranfpire, 
And  for  the  frefh  ingredient  guefts  retire. 
Revcrs'd,  their  trachae  operate  from  beneath,    240 
And  thro*  the  trunk  aerial  conduits  breathe ; 
Their  lignous  fibres  with  continuous  length, 
Equivalent,  compact  a  bony  ftrength  -, 
But  formed  elaftic,  with  inclining  (hade, 
Their  yielding  ftems  each  ftormy  guft  evade :    245 

VER.  228.  Thus  anfiuering  lively]  Analogy  or  fimilitude 
of  animal  and  vegetable  life. 

£4  So 
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So  foreft  pines  the  afpiring  mountain  eloath, 
And  felf-erecled  towers  the  (lately  growth. 

But  where  the  ftrength  of  mighty  fabric  fails, 
There  art  with  ample  recompence  avails, 
By  interpofing  (kill  topoife  the  eternal  fcales;  250 
\Vhile  thefe,  more  valid  thro'  dependence  gain, 
And  ftrong  in  indigence  on  Nature  lean. 
Thus  from  the  couch  of  earth's  embroider'd  bed, 
In  elegance  of  vernal  foliage  fpread ; 
From  pulfe  leguminous,  of  verdurous  hue  j      255 
From   herbal    tribes,    bedropp'd    with    morning 

dew ; 

The  gourd,  inhabiting  the  paftured  glade  ; 
The  tufted  bufli,  and  umbelliferous  (hade ; 
The  feeble  fteras  that  lufcious  viands  bear, 
Nor  lefs  fublime  their  pampered  tendon  rear:  260 
Thro*  botany,  thro'  every  fylvan  fcene, 
That  various  deck  the  vegetating  plain, 
Even  to  the  proud  primaeval  fons  of  earth, 
That  rife  fuperior  in  their  right  of  birth, 
Whofe  heights  the  blafting  volley'd  thunder  (rand, 
Ip  ruin  (till  magnificently  grand  ;  266 

Diftincl:,  each  fpecies  of  peculiar  frame, 
Diftinft,  peculiar  love  and  fondnefs  claim ; 

VER.  248.  But  where  tie  ftrength}  The  various  proviilon 
cf  n^tyre  for  the  fecurity  and  preservation  of  every  fpecies  — 

4  Indulged 
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Indulged  by  Nature's  kind  parental  care, 

As  each  alone  were  her  appointed  heir.  270 

Thus  mantling  fnug  beneath  a  verdant  veil, 
The  creepers  draw  their  horizontal  trail  ; 
Wide  o'er  the  bank  the  plantal  reptile  bends, 
Adown  its  item  the  rooty  fringe  depends, 
The  feeble  boughs  with  anchoring  fafcty  binds,  275 
Nor  leaves  precarious  to  infulting  winds. 
The  tendrils  next,  of  (lender  helplefs  fize, 
Afcendant  thro'  luxuriant  pampering  rife  j 
Kind  Nature  fooths  their  innocence  of  pride, 
While  buoy'd  aloft  the  flowering  wantons  ride;  280 
With  fond  adhefion  round  the  cedar  cling, 
And  wreathing  circulate  their  amorous  ring  ; 
Sublime  with  winding  maturation  grow, 
And  clench'd  retentive  gripe  the  topmoft  bough  ; 
Here  climb  direft  the  minifterial  rock,  285 

And  clafping  firm  its  fteepy  fragments  lock; 
Or  various,  with  agglutinating  guile, 
Cement  tenacious  to  fome  neighbouring  pile  ; 
Invefting  green,  fome  fabric  here  afcend, 
And  cluftering  o'er  its  pinacles  depend.  290 


VEIL.  271.  77-«.f  Cutting  fntg  1  prote&ing  and  fupplyinj 
the  indigent,  as  the  ftrawberry,  cinquefoil,  &c,  - 

VSR.  277.  Tlit  tendrils  next]  and  fupporting  the  feeble,  a« 
the  vine,  bryony,  ivy,  &c.  and  thus  equally  propagating  a 
perpetuity,  as  fpreading  a  \wivcfftUty  of  delights,  pleafures, 
and  enjoyments,  in—  — 

Defeftive, 
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Defe&ive,  where  contiguous  props  evade, 
Collateral  they  fpring  with  mutual  aid  ; 
Officious  brace  their  amicable  band, 
And  by  reciprocal  communion  (land  : 
Blefs'd  model !  (by  humanity  expell'd)  295 

The  whole  upholding  each,  the  whole  by  each 

upheld. 

Their  focial  branch  the  wedded  plexures  rear, 
(Proximity  of  combination  dear) 
High  arching,  cypher  love's  enamour'd  knot, 
And  wave  the  fragrance  of  inviting  grot,  300 

Or  cool  recefs  of  odoriferous  made, 
And  fan  the  peafant  in  the  panting  glade ; 
Or  lace  the  coverture  of  painted  bower, 
"While  from  the  enamelPd  roof  the  fweet  profu- 

fions  fhower. 

Here  duplicate,  the  range  divides  beneath,         305 
Above  united  in  a  mantling  wreath  ; 
\Vith  continuity  protracts  delight, 
Imbrown'd  in  umbrage  of  ambiguous  night ; 
Perfpicuous  the  vifta  charms  our  eye, 
And  opens,  Janus  like,  to  either  fky ;  310 

VER.  291.  Defefi'we,  'where']  the  harmony  of  connec 
tion,  fragrance  of  thickets,  refrefhment  of  fhades,  and  beauty 
of  colours : 

VER.  305.  Here  duplicate]  charming  the  eye  of  proportion 
with  the  regularity  of  viftas,  and  other  various  difpofitions ; 
and  forming  tuneful  mansions  and  choirs  for  the  feathered 
muficians. 

Or 
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Or  (tills  attention  to  the  fcather'd  fong, 
While  echo  doubles  from  the  warbling  throng. 

Here,  winding  to  the  fun's  magnetic  ray, 
The  folar  plants  adore  the  lord  of  day, 
With  Perfian  rites  idolatrous  incline,  315 

And  worfhip  towards  his  confecrated  fhrine ; 
By  fouth  from  eaft  to  weft  obfequious  turn, 
And  moved  with  fympathetic  ardours  burn. 
To  thefe  adverfe,  the  lunar  feels  difTcnt, 
With  convolution  of  oppofed  bent  •,  320 

From  weft  to  eaft  by  equal  influence  tend, 
And  towards  the  moon's  attractive  crefcence  bend  ; 
There,  nightly  worfhip  with  Sidonian  zeal, 
And  queen  of  heaven  Aftarte's  idol  hail. 

"  O  NATURE,  whom  the  fong  afpires  to  fcan ! 
"  O  BEAUTY,  trod  by  proud  infulting  man,      326 
"  This  boafted  tyrant  of  thy  wondrous  ball, 
"  This  mighty,  haughty,  little  lord  of  all ; 
"  This  king  o'er  reafon,  but  this  (lave  to  fenfe, 
"  Of  wifdom  carelefs,  but  of  whim  immenfe;  330 
"  Towards  THEE!  incurious,  ignorant,  profane, 
"  But  of  his  own,  dear,  ftrange,  productions  vain  ! 
"  Then,  with   this    champion    let    the   field   be 

fought, 

**  And  nature's   fimpleft  arts  'gainft  human  wif 
dom  brought  : 

"  Let 
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<c  Let  elegance  and  bounty  here  unite— 

<c  There  kings  beneficent,  and  courts  polite ; 

"  Here  nature's  wealth — there  chymift's  golden 

dreams ; 
"  Her  texture  here — and  there  the   ftatefman's 

fchemes ; 

"  Confpicuous  here  let  Sacred  Truth  appear— 
"  The  courtier's  word,    and    lordling's    honour 
there  j  340 

«  Here  native  fweets  in  boon  profufion  flow — 
"  There  fmells  that  fcented  nothing  of  a  beau  5 
c*  Let  juftice  here  unequal  combat  wage — 
<c  Nor  poife  the  judgment  of  the  law-learn'd  fage ; 
"  Tho*  all-proportion'd  with  exadleft  (kill,       345 
«*  Yet  gay  as  woman's  wim,  and  various  as  her 

will," 

O  fay,  ye  pitied,  envied,  wretched  great, 
Who  veil  pernicion  with  the  maik  of  flate ! 
"Whence  are  thofe  domes  that  reach  the  mocking 

fkies, 

And  vainly  emulous  of  nature  rife  ?  350 

Behold  the  fwain  projected  o'er  the  vale! 
See  numbering  peace  his  rural  eyelids  feal ; 
Earth's  flowery  lap  fupports  his  vacant  head  ; 
Beneath    his    limbs    her    broider'd    garment'* 
fpread  5 

Aloft 
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Aloft  her  elegant  pavilion  bends,  355 

And  living  fhade  of  vegetation  lends, 

With  ever  propagated  bounty  bleft, 

And  hofpitably  fpread  for  every  gueft : 

No  tinfel  here  adorns  a  taudry  woof, 

Nor  lying  warn  befmears  a  varnilh'd  roof;        360 

With  native  mode  the  vivid  colours  (hine, 

And  heaven's  own  loom  has  wrought  the  wefc 

divine, 

Where  art  veils  art,  and  beauties  beauties  clofc, 
While  central  grace  diffufed  throughout  the  fyftem 

flows. 

The  fibres,  matchlefs  by  expreflive  line,  365 

Arachne's  cable,  or  setherial  twine, 
Continuous,  with  direft  afcenfion  rife, 
And  lift  the  trunk,  to  prop  the  neighbouring  fkies. 
Collateral  tubes  with  refpiration  play,     . 
And  winding  in  aerial  mazes  ftray.  370 

Thefe  as  the  woof,  while  warping,  and  athwart 
The  exterior  cortical  infertions  dart 
Tranfverfe,  with  cone  of  equidiftant  rays, 
Whofe  geometric  form  the  FORMING  HAND  dif- 

plays. 

VER.  365.  Tbefbrei]  The  interior  texture  of  vegetables. 
VER.  366.  Aradnfs  cable}  The  cobweb,  or  — 

VER.  366  jEtkerial  twine]   vifcous   threads  that  float  in 
the  air. 

Reclufc, 
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Reclufe,  the  interior  fap  and  vapour  dwells       375 

In  nice  tranfparence  of  minuted  cells  ; 

From  whence,  thro'  pores  or  tranfmigrating  veins 

Sublimed  the  liquid  correfpondence  drains, 

Their  pithy  manfions  quit,  the  neighbouring  chufe, 

And  fubtile  thro'  the  adjacent  pouches  ooze  •,     380 

Refined,  expanlive,  or  regreflive  pafs, 

Tranfmitted  thro*  the  horizontal  mafs ; 

Comprefs'd  the  lignous  fibres  now  afTail, 

And  entering  thence  the  efTential  Tap  exhale  ; 

Or  lively  with  effufive  vigour  fpring,  385 

And  form  the  circle  of  the  annual  ring, 

The  branch  implicit  of  embowering  trees, 

And  foliage  whifpering  to  the  vernal  breeze  ; 

While  Zephyr  tuned,  with  gentle  cadence  blows, 

And  lull'd  to  reft  confenting  eyelids  clofe.         390 

I 
Ah !  how  unlike  thofe  fad  imperial  beds, 

Which  care  within  the  gorgeous  prifon  fpreads  ; 
Where  tedious  nights  are  funk  in  fleeplefs  down, 
And  pillows  vainly  foft,  to  eafe  the  thorny  crown ! 

Nor  blufh  thou  rofe,  tho'  bafhful  thy  array,  395 
Transplanted  chafle  within  the  raptured  lay  \ 


VSR.  375.  Reclufe  >   the  interior  fap]  The  motion  of   the 
fluids 

VER.  379.  Their  pithy  man/tons']  the  pith,   bark,    and  in- 
fertions  being  of  one  texture  and  coherence. 

Thro* 
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Thro'  every  bufh,  and  warbled  fpray  we  fing, 

And  with  the  linnet  gratulate  the  fpring; 

Sweep  o'er  the  lawn,  or  revel  on  the  plain, 

Or  gaze  the  florid,  or  the  fragrant  fcene  j          400 

The  flowers  forenfic  beauties  now  admire, 

The  impalemejit,  foliation,  down,  attire, 

Couch'd  in  the  pannicle,  or  mantling  veil, 

That  intercepts  the  keen,  or  drenching  gale; 

Its  infant  bud  here  fwathed  with  foftering  care,  405 

Or  fledg'd  and  opening  to  the  ambient  air ; 

Or  bloom  dilated  in  the  filken  rofe, 

That  flufh'd  mature,  with  kindling  radiance  glows  j 

Or  fhrunk  in  covert  of  its  mantling  bower, 

(Now  u (hers  evening  cool,  or  chilling  fhower)  410 

And  fkill'd  prophetic,  with  eluding  form, 

Anticipates  approach  of  ruffling  ftorm. 

Or  now  we  pore  with  microfcopic  eye, 

And  Nature's  intimate  contextures  fpy  ; 

Her  ©economics,  her  implicit  laws,  415 

The  effects  how  wondrous  deep  ! — how  wondrous 

HIGH  the  CAUSE  ! 

Now  view  the  floret's  miniature  of  ftate, 
And  fcorn  the  fcepter'd  manfions  of  the  great  t 
Not  architrave  embellifh'd  fo  adorn, 
Whofe  fretted  gold  reflects  the  beamy  morn ;    420 

VER.  401.  The  flowers  forenfic  beauties]  Of  flowers. 

Within, 
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Within,  the  guefts  of  animalcule  race 
Luxuriant  range  at  large  its  ample  fpace ; 
Or  now  in  elegance  the  banquet  fpread, 
While  millions  at  the  fumptuous  feaft  are  fed. 
Now  fee  whence  various  propagations  breed,   425 
The  fucker,  fcyon,  fprout,  and  embryon  feed 
In  wall  concrete  of  peachy  ftone  fecured, 
Or  in  the  bower  of  wainfcot  core  immured  ; 
Or  foetus  in  the  fecondine  contain'd, 
Its  juices  thro'  the  nmbilic  fibres  drain'd;         430 
With  birth  of  profperous  generation  fpring, 
And  round,  and  round,  hold  on  the  eternal  ring. 
While  Pleafure  whifpers  in  the  balmy  gale, 
Or  wantons  venial  in  the  revell'd  dale, 
Delight  reclined  attends  the  purling  till;          435 
Health  bounds  luxuriant  o'er  the  topmoft  hill ; 
The  mount  afpiring  Contemplation  climbs, 
And  outward  forms  to  Inward  Truth  fublimes  j 
Surveys  the  worlds  that  deck  the  azure  fkies, 
Reflects  how  beauteous  earth's  productions  fife  \  440 
The  fyftem  one,  ONE  MAKER  Hands  confefs'd, 
The  PRIME,   the  ONE,   the  WONDROUS,   and 

the  BLESS'D  ; 
The  ONE  in  various  forms  of  UNITY  EXPRESS'D  !  - 

VER.  426.  And  emlryon  feed]  The  feed  in  its  generative 
ftate. 
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The  author  having,  in  the  third  book,  taken  a  fhort  furvey  of 
vegetable  nature,  proceeds  to  confider  the  animal  fvftem  : 
and  firft  life  in  general.  That  life,  perception,  &c.  are 
terms  applicable  to  fome  being  of  whofe  eflence  we  can 
form  no  adequate  idea,  verfe  yth,  &c.  Yet  that  fuch  per 
ception  and  confcioufne^s  are  an  evident  demonfiration  both 
of  the  exiftence,  and  fnnplicity  of  fuch  efTence  ;  and  in. 
this  fimplicity  confiils  what  we  call  perfonal  identity,  or 
famenefs,  13  :  that,  neverthelefs,  we  are  not  to  conclude 
that  every  organized  being  is  informed  with  fuch  an  eftence, 
fo  as  to  have  an  actual  principle  of  motion  and  perception; 
lince  many  fuch  may  poffibly  be  no  other  than  pieces  of  Al 
mighty  mechanifm,  and  matter  fo  curioufly  acted  upon, 
may  deceive  us  with  the  appearance  of  internal  action,  23. 
That  if  ever  matter  is  wrought  to  fuch  an  appearance  of 
life,  it  is  the  utmoft  perfection  its  nature  is  capable  of;  and 
that  it  is  impoflible  it  fhould  be  endued  with  any  real  act 
or  perception  ;  demonstrated,  5 1 .  That  therefore  what 
we  call  the  foul,  or  fuch  eflence  fo  diftinct  from  matter, 
muft  exift  the  fame  for  ever,  as  it  is  funple,  indifibluble, 
and  unchangeable,  65.  The  wonderful  and  inconceivable 
obligation  incumbent  on  all  who  have  received  fuch  a  be 
nefit,  75.  That  as  no  other  return  can  be  made  to  the 
AUTHOR  of  beneficence,  gratitude  and  benediction  fhould 
be  univerfal  in  their  praifes  from  all  animate  creatures,  97. 
As  all,  the  moft  minute.andEven  invifible  animalcules,  par-. 
VOL.  1.  F  take 
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take  his  regard  and  providence,  no.  As  alfo  the  wonders 
of  almighty  artifice,  in  the  texture  of  their  frame ;  which 
is  here  given  as  an  inftance  of  general  organization,  and 
bodily  ceconomy,  120.  The  circulation  of  the  blood  con 
tinued  contrary  to  all  the  known  laws  of  motion,  by  the 
operation  of  two  oppofitely  afting  caufes,  142.  This  illuf- 
trated  by  a  comparifon,  163.  Which  comparifon,  though 
feemingly  difproportioned,  is  not  really  fo,  the  terms  great 
and  little  being  barely  relative,  and  ONE  alone  being  ab- 
folutely  great,  in  refpeft  of  WHOM  all  things  elfe  are  as 
nothing,  205.  Air  motion,  and  fenfation,  conveyed  by 
the  mediation  of  the  nerves  to  and  from  the  brain,  243. 
where  the  foul  is  feated  ;  and  there  receiving  her  intelli- 
gencies  from  the  fenfes  (which  are  here  defcribed)  informs 
the  whole  bodily  fyftem,  and  through  the  organ  of  vifion, 
furveys  the  beauties  of  nature,  263,  to  the  end. 


TT>RESH  from  his  talk,   the  riling  bard  af- 

pires, 

And  all  his  bofom  glows  with  recent  fires  : 
L    E,  LIFE,  new  forms  and  conftitutes  the  theme! 
The  fong  too  kindles  in  the  vital  flame, 
Whofe  vivid  principle  diffufive  fpreads,  5 

And  thro'  our  drain  contagious  rapture  fheds. 

• 
Whate'er  the  fpark,  the  light,  the  lamp,  the  ray, 

EfTence  or  effluence  of  ESSENTIAL  DAY, 
Subftance,  or  tranfubftantiate,  and  infhrined, 
Soul,  Spirit,  Reafon,  Intellect,  or  Mind  ;  10 

Or  thefe  but  terms,  that  dignify  the  ufe 
Of  fome  Unknown,  fome  Entity  abftrufe — 

9  Perception 
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Perception  fpecifies  the  facred  gueft, 

Appropriate  to  the  individual  bread  ; 

Whence,  independence  thro'  dependence  flows,  15 

And  each  unknowing  his  exiftence,  knows; 

Exiftence,  varied  by  Almighty  plan, 

From  lowly  reptiles,  to  the  pride  of  man; 

While  incorporeal  in  corporeal  dwells, 

Diftinft,  in  union,  of  afibciate  cells ;  20 

Whence   powers   their  prime  informing  adls  dif- 

penfe, 
And  fovereign  guide  the  miniftry  of  fenfe. 

VER.  13.  Perception  fpecifas\  Tho*  (upon  the  reafons  and 
authority  of  an  eminent  author)  it  has  long  been  admitted, 
that  perfonal  identity,  or  famenefs,  confifts  in  confcioufnefs ; 
yet  as  confcioufnefs,  whether  by  direct,  or  reflex  perception, 
may,  at  moft,  be  no  other  than  the  infeparable  operation,  or 
aftive  principle  of  fome  fimple,  unchangeable,  or  individual 
fubftanct  ;  it  is  obvions  to  difpute,  that  fuch  identity,  or 
fajneaefs,  may  more  truly  exift  in  the  fimplicity,  or  unchange- 
ablenefs  of  fuch  fubftanco,  than  in  any  operation,  whether 
feparable,  or  infeparable :  and  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is 
moll  evident,  that  a  confcioufnefs  agreeing  through  different 
ly  diftant  points  of  duration,  or  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
preflion)  a  confentaneous  perception,  is  the  higheft  demon 
stration  of  the  identity  of  fuch  fubflance,  as  no  one  fubftance, 
Or  being,  can  perceive  for  another  ;  which  again  is  a  further 
demonftration  of  the  fimplicity,  or  unchangeablenefs  of  fuch 
fubftance,  as  it  now  perceives  for  that  very  felf,  which  it  alfo 
perceives  was  the  fame,  or  identical  felf,  from  the  firit  inftant 
of  its  perception,  notwithftanding  all  the  various  changes,  and 
revolutions  it  has  obferved  through  all  nature  befide 

VER.  1 6.  Each  unknowing  his  exiftence\  whence  we  know, 
that  we  who  now  are,  were  in  times  paft ;  though  what  we 
are,  or  were,  we  know  not 

VER.  19.  While  incorporeal}  neither  the  manner  in  which 
the  union  between  fuch  fubftance  and  matter  is  made,  fo  as 
to  inform  the  ilupid  mafs  with  an  action  utterly  alien  to  its 
nature. 

F  2  Tha* 


68  UNIVERSAL    BEAUTY. 

Tho'  what !  if  oft,  while  nature  works  unfeen, 
And  locomotive  forms  the  nice  machine, 
Sublimed  and  quick  thro*  elemental  ftrife,  25 

The  infenfate  boafts  its  vegetative  life  ; 
A  fceaming  vapour  thro'  the  mafs  exhales, 
And  warming  breathes  its  imitative  gales  -, 
Fomenting  in  the  heart's  vibration  plays, 
And  circling  winds  the  tubulary  maze;  2° 

With  confcious  act  the  vivid  femblance  vies, 
And  fubtile  now  the  fprightly  nerve  fupplies  ; 
Unconfcious  lifts  the  lucid  ball  to  light, 
And  glares  around  with  unperceiving  fight ; 
Or  ftudlous  feems  to  mufe  with  thought  profound, 
Or  lifts  as  'waked  to  catch  the  flying  found- —      36 
So  temper'd  wondrous  by  mechanic  fcheme, 
The  SOVEREIGN  GEOMETRICIAN  knits  the  frame; 

In 

VER.  23.  Tho*  iubat!.~\  In  the  account  to  which  this  note 
is  annexed,  I  have  doubtlefs  aifigned  a  capacity  of  higher 
perfections  to  matter  than  it  will  eaiily  be  admitted  fuf- 
ceptible  of;  and  therefore  I  was  obliged  to  call  in  no  left 
than 

VER.  38.  SOVEREIGN  GEOMETRICIAN]  Omnipotence  to 
fupport  the  fcheme,  who  actuating  and  informing  all  nature 
by  his  wifdom,  as  he  created  it  by  his  will,  the  creature  fo 
f u  ejected  cannyt  poffibly  withftand  the  creating  power,  and 
nothing  to  .him  is  impoflible,  but  impoffibility,  that  is  impo-> 
tence,  or  what  in  the  very  fuppofition  deftroys  that  very 
power  it  would  aflert  ;•-  nor  are  fiich  impotential  hypothefes 
infrequently  ftarted,  and  defended  by  a  mifguided  zeal, 
which  in  the  behalf  of  Omnipotence  would  deftroy  the  very 
r.  .ire  of  power,  indifdnftly  confounding  truth  and  falfohood, 
and  thereby  afcribing  and 'fubjecling  all  things  rather  to  an 

unaccountably 
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In  mode  of  organizing  texture  wrought, 

And  quick  with  fpirited  quintefience  fraught:    40 

When  objects  on  the  exterior  membrane  prefs, 

The  alarm  runs  inmoft  thro*  each  dark  recefs, 

Impulfive  ftrikes  the  correfponding  fprings, 

And  moves  the  accord  of  fympathetic  ilrings •, 

Effects  like  acts  inevitable  rife,  45 

(Preordinate  in  the  DESIGN  ALLWISE) 

Yet  ftill  their  earthly  origin  retain, 

Reductive  to  the  principle  terrene, 

Tho*  curious  to  deceive  with  mimic  (kill, 

And  feint  the  dictate  of  interior  will.  50 

Here,  matter's  fix'd  eternal  barriers  (land ; 
Tho'  wrought  beneath  THE  ALMIGHTY'S  FORM 
ING  HAND, 

Tho* 

un.iccoun table  arbitrary  will,  than  to  an  infinite  power 
ever  guided  equally  by  that  infinite  wifdom  which  equally 
and  infinitely  contemplates  and  actuates  nature,  agreeable  to 
that  order  and  thofe  laws  originally  by  that  wifdom  impiefled 
on  all  things.  —  I  fhould  be  unwilling  to  lay  an  error  of  this 
kind  to  the  charge  of  a  worthy  prelate  of  a  neighbouring  na 
tion,  author  of  a  late  moil  learned  treatife,  wherein  he  denies 
that  brutes,  or  the  inferior  animal  fyilem  is  endued  with  any 
being  diftincl  from  matter,  and  yet  does  not  feem  to  me  to 
account  for  the  exiftence  of  aftions  of  fuch  animals  as  mere 
machines;  but  if  I  do  not  grofsly  mifapprehend  him,  he 
afcribes  to  them,  and  confequently  to  mere  matter  under  the 
term  of  animal  life,  an  inferior  kind  of  perception  and  ideas, 
and  thus  has  carried  the  perfections  of  matter  to  a  higher 
pitch  th~n  I  can  pretend  to  with  any  appearance  of  reafon  or 
even  poffibility.—  I  mail  hereafter  hiive  a  more  ample  and  pro 
per  opportunity  to  mew  the  abfurdity  of  this  hypothecs,  and 
lhall  at  prcfent  only  hint  a  few  realbns  that  are  applicable  to 
theoccafion,  which  are  thefe • 

VER.  51.  Here,  matter's  fx'J]  Whether  matter  be  divifible 
ad  iafmitum,  or  not,  if  it  is  capable  of  any  degree  of  per- 

F  3  ception 
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Tho'  fuhtilised  beyond  the  kindling  ray, 
Or  facred  flame  of  heaven's  empyreal  day,  * 


No 


ception,  fuch  perception  mutt  either  be  naturally  inherent,  or 
arife  from  fome  peculiar  modification  :  —  now  as  no  two  parts 
of  matter  can  exift  in  the  fame  place,  (for  then  neither  part 
would  exit!  in  anyplace,  as  each  would  occupy  the  place  of  the 
other)  the  parts  however  harmonioufly  modified,  or  clofely 
united,  are  abfolutely  difti«&  from  each  other,  fmce  their  co 
herence  can  only.connil  in  neighbourhood  or  contiguity,  and 
not  in  corporation  :  —  if  therefore  the  parts  fo  diftincl:  have  any 
inherent  perception,  they  -mutt  have  a  perception  as  diftinft 
from  each  other  as  their  parts  ;  and  if  divifible  ad  infinitum, 
there  is  fuch  a  confulion  of  indiftin6t  dillinel  perceptions,  as 
is  too  abfurd  for  any  thing  but  a  jeft. — But  if  matter  is.  re 
ducible  to  atoms,  and  every  atom  fuppofed  to  perceive,  I 
would  afk  how  atoms  can  be  organized  fo  as  to  fee,  hear, 
frrrell,  &c.  and  if  organization  is  necc/Tary  to  the  perception 
of  matter,,  either  fuch  perception  arifes  intirely  new  from  th$ 
organization,  or  the  organization  only  gives  a  liberty  of  ac 
tion,  to  the  perception,  that  was  prior  and  diftin&ly  latent  in 
every  part :  — but  if  in  the  former  fuppofition  fuch  perception 
is  fclely  produced  by  the  organization  or  modification,  or 
ganization  or  modification,  however  nice  or  mechanic,  being 
no  other  than  a  mode  of  form,  or  figure,  the  moft  extraneous 
and.  incidental  of  any  property  of  matter,  and  perception  be 
ing  the  moft.  abfolute  and  fimple  of  any  thing  we  know,  and 
by  which  alone  we  know  all  that  we  do  know  ;  fuch  hypo- 
thefis  1  fay  carries  in  itfelf  fuch  a  palpable  contradiction  and 
confutation,  as  to  make  what  is  fimple,  abfolute,  and  inva 
riable,  to  be  produced  by  .what  is  moft  compound,  precarious, 
and  changeable,  nay>  by  a  mere  relative  term,  figure  being 
no  other  than  the  .circumfcription  of  fpace  furrounding  a 
finite  body.  — But  if  in  the  1  aft  cafe  and  refuge,  organization 
or  modification  is  fuppofed  only  to  give  a  power  of  action  to 
what  was  before  latent  in  the  parts  of  matter,  if  the  percep 
tions  continue  ftill  as  diftincl  as  the  parts,  here  muft  arife 
fuch  a  multiplicity  of  perceptions,  as  muft  deilroy  and  con 
found  the  Very  operation  of  the  organs  by  which  the  parts 
perceive.  And  jafUy,  if  it  be  alleged  that  by  the  modifica 
tion,  the  parts  become  fo  loving  and  neighbourly,  as  by 
fharing  the  perception  of  each  other  to  make  one  amicable 
a  of  the  v/hole,  each  part  muft  ftill  retain,  its  proper 
right  to  its  portion  of  perception ;  and  if  upon  any  accident 
a  member  of  the  fyfrem  mould  be  lopped  off,  why  then  truly 

a  piece; 
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No  plexured  mode,  no  aptitude  refined,  55 

Can  yield  one  glimpfe  of  all-informing  mind  ; 
The  parts  diftindl  in  firm  cohefion  lie, 
Diftinct  as  thofe  that  range  the  diftant  fky  •, 
Time's  fleeting  points  the  unreal  felf  devour, 
Varied  and  loft  thro*  every  changling  hour  ;        60 
"Whence,  the  precarious  fyftem,  tho'  compact, 
Can  ne'er  arrive  to  individual  a<5t ; 
Since  impotence  abfurdly  mould  enfue, 
Diftindlion  be  the  fame,  and  one  be  ten,  or  two. 

Not  fo,  in  intellectual  fplendors  bright,          65 
The  foul's  irradiance  burns  with  native  light,, 

a  piece  of  fuch  united  perception  being  gone,  we  have  only  a 
piece  of  perception  remaining  ;  and  thus  alfo  perception  the 
moft  fimple  of  all  units  muft  be  daily  and  hourly  divided  by 
the  perpetual  flux  of  matter 

VER.  65.  Nof/o,  inintelleflual]  Whence  I  muft  neceffarily 
and  inevitably  conclude,  that  whatever  being  is  endued  with, 
the  leaft  degree  of  perception,  mull  be  a  being,  fubftance,  or 
eflence,  as  widely  and  oppofitcly  diltincl  from  matter,  as  any 
two  things  can  be  imagined  :  and  though  I  do  not  fee  but 
fuch  efTences  may  be  of  infinitely  different  natures,  and  con- 
fequcntly  differ  in  their  manners  and -degrees  of  powers  and  . 
perfections ;  yet  as  no  being  can  perifli  but  by  annihilation, 
which  though  no  contradiction  to  Almighty  power,  can  yet 
never  be  admitted  confiilent  with  that  creating  wifdom  which 
does  nothing  in  vain  ;  fince  eveti  matter  is  otherwise  imperifh- 
able,  however  its  variation  may  deceive  us,  which  only  arifes 
from  its  accidental  properties  of  divifibility  and  cohefion :  I 
mult  from  *he  whole  as  neccfiarily  and  inevitably  conclude, 
that  what  ever  being  is  endued  with  any  degree  of  real  per 
ception,  as  it  cannot  be  affected  with  thofe  accidental  pro 
perties  of  matter,  neither  can  it'be  aftefted  with  the  variation 
that  arifes  thereon,  and  muft  confequently  exift  in  a  higher 
enjoyment  of  powers  and  perfections,  and  that  for  ever. 

F  A.  With 
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With  vifion  of  internal  powers  profound, 

A  pure  efTential  unit,  incompound  ; 

Celeftial  Queen,  with  confcious  fcepter  graced, 

And  rights  in  prime  of  vital  a&ion  placed  !         70 

He  nee  by  identity  all  thought  fubfifts, 

And  one,  in  the  exifting  one,  exifls  ^ 

The  one  indifioluble  muft  exift, 

And  deathlefs  thro'  eternity  fubfift. 

THOU  SOLE  PREROGATIVE,  SUPREME  OF  RIGHT, 
DEEP  SOURCE    OF  PRINCIPLE,    AND  LIGHT   OF 
LIGHT,  76 

WHOSE  Is  WILL  BE,  WHOSE  WILL  BE  EVER  WAS, 
OF  SELF  ESSENTIAL  COESSENTIAL  CAUSE  ! 
If  not  unhallow'd,  nor  the  fong  profane, 
Nor  voice  of  matin  elevation  vain  ;  80 

Prime,  as  the  lark  with  earlieft  rapture  fprings, 
And  warbling  fbars  to  GOODNESS,  warbling  fings, 
To  THEE  permifTive  fings  with  venial  lays, 
And  wings  his  pittance  of  afcending  praife — 
O !  whence   to  Us  ?  or  whence  to  aught  ?    but 
THEE!  85 

The  word,  the  blifs,  the  privilege,— to  Be— 
Cr  if  to  Be,  for  THEE  alone  to  Be, 
Derivative  GREAT  AUTHOR  SOLE  !  from  THEE 

VER-76.  DEEP  SOURCE]  The  meaning  of  the  exprefilon 
js,  that  the  reafbn  or  neceility  of  the  DEITY'S  exillence  is  in 
cluded  in  iiimfelf. 

THOU 
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THOU  VOLUNTARY  GOODNESS!  thus  immcnfe 
To  pour  the  largefs  of  perceptive  fenfe,  90 

Senfr  to  perceive,  to  feel,  to  find,  to  know, 
That  we  enjoy,  and  You  ALONE  beftow. 
Could  increation  crave  THY  VITAL  SKILL, 
The  VIRTUAL  FIAT  of  CREATIVE  WILL  ? 
Lefs  can  THY  FLOW  of  PLENITUDE  receive        95 
Reverfion  from  the  goods  ITS  BOUNTY  gave. 

Come  then,  O  Gratitude,  endearing  gueft, 
In  all  thy  feeling  foft  fuggeftions  drcft, 
And  heave  the  fwell  of  each  exulting  breaft! 
Thou  Sentiment  of  friendfhip's  cordial  tye !       100 
Thou  Thanks  expreffive  from  the  moiftening  eye  ! 
Thou  pledge  aflured  of  firm  Dependence  dear, 
Repofed  on  OMNIPRESENCE,  ever  near 
Thro'  all  that  breathe,  waft,  waft  thy  hallow'd 

And  let  the  univerfal  wifh  exhale ;  105 

In  iym phony  of  vocal  tranfport  raife, 
And  mount  to  Heaven  the  tributary  praife ! 
Whence,  happy  creatures !  all  your  blefTings  flow, 
Your  voice  to  praife  HIM,  and  your  (kill  to  know  ; 
Whence,  as  the  drops  that  deck  the  morning's  robe, 
And  gem  the  bofom  of  the  twinkling  globe,       1 1  j 
Profufive  gihs  the  SMILING  GOODNESS  fheds, 
boon  around  His  boundiefs  plenty  fpreads; 

Nought 
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Nought,  nought  exempt ;  the  myriad  minim  race 
Infcrutable  amid  the  etherial  fpace,  115 

That  mock  unfeen,  while  human  optic  pries 
Or  aids  the  fearch  with  microfcopic  eyes, 
The  fweets  of  DEIFIED  COMPLACENCE  claim  ; 
To  HIM  difplay  the  wonders  of  their  frame, 
His  own  contexture,  where  ETERNAL  ART,     120 
Emotive,  pants  within  the  alternate  heart : 

Here 

VER.  115.  Infcrutable  amid]  As  I  claim  no  advantage  from 
a  poetical  licence,  to  afiert  any  thing  contrary  to  what  I  ap 
prehend  as  truth  ;  it  may  reasonably  be  demanded  here,,  how 
it  comes  to  be  known  that  there  are  animalcules  fo  minute,  as 
cannot  come  under  the  cognizance  of  our  fenfes,  by  which 
alone  we  can  perceive  them.  But  I  think  it  may  more  rea- 
fonably  be  anfwered ;  that  fmce  for  many  ages  paft  the  con 
tinual  and  fucceffive  improvements  that  have  been  made  in  na 
tural  philolbphy,  by  perpetually  difplaying  new  and  unima- 
gined  fcenes  of  knowledge,  do  at  the  fame  time  demonftrate 
there  are  many  yet  unopened  ;  and  ftnce  the  ufe  of  glafles 
{hews  us  how  much  our  eyes  were  defective,  and  the  further 
Invention  and  improvements  of  fuch  glaiTes  itill  mew  the  de- 
fe&  of  all  the  former,  and  yet  can  never  Arrive  to  the  percep 
tion  of  any  part  of  matter  or  inanimate  body  more  minute 
than  many  fyilems  and  fpecies  of  beings  endued  with  animal 
life ;  I  fay,  upon  fuch  confjderation,  it  would  be  extremely 
abfurd  to  ftop  here,  and  a/Tert  there  is  nothing  further  left  for 
an  INFINITE  and  ALL  OPERATING  Wifdom. 

VER.  121.  Emotive,  pants']  And  further— As  equivocal  ge-. 
neration,  upon  the  founded  reafons,  fearch,  and  experiments, 
is  moft  juftly  exploded— however  difficult  it  may  appear  to 
our  apprehenfion,  it  is  moft  certain,  that  fuch  animal  life  in 
any  material  being,  however  minute,  cannot  exilt  without  or 
ganization  ;  fince  upon  its  fuppofition  of  being  a  mere  ma 
chine,  it  muft  iHUkave  within,  and  throughout,  thoie  fecret 
wheels  and  fprings  of  motion,  to  which  the  machines  of  hu 
man  artifts  may  bear  an  inferior  analogy'  or  refemblance. 
And  on  the  fuppofition  of  its  being  immaterial,  but  in  union 
witli  a  material  vehicle  ;  if  the  being  in  fuch  union  is  percep 
tive, 
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Here  from  the  lungs  the  purple  currents  glide, 
And  hence  impulfive  bounds  the  fanguine  tide, 
With  blithe  pulfation  beats  the  arterial  maze, 
And  thro*  the  branching  complication  plays ;    125 
Its  wanton  floods  the  tubal  fyftem  lave, 
And  to  the  veins  refign  their  vital  wave ; 
Thro*  glands  refining,  fhed  fpecific  juice, 
Secreted  nice  to  each  appropriate  ufe  \ 
Or  here  expanfile,  in  meanders  bend,  130 

While  thro'  the  pores  nutritive  portions  tend, 
Their  equal  aliment  dividual  ihare, 
And  fimilar  to  kindred  parts  adhere. 
From  thoufand  rills  the  flux  continuous  drains, 
Now  fwells  the  porta,  now  the  cava  veins  j      135 
Here  rallies  laft  the  recollecled  blood, 
And  on  the  right  pours  in  the  cordial  flood  : 
While  gales  ingredient  to  the  thorax  pafs, 
And  breathing  lungs  imbibe  the  etherial  mafs ; 
Whence,  their  licentious  dufts  dilation  claim,  140' 
And  open  obvious  to  the  welcome  ftream, 

tive,  there  then  mult  confequently  be  a  proper  medium  or  or 
ganization  for  the  conveyance  to  fuch  perception —  And  again, 
this  organization  in  the  prefent  flux  and  incertain  ftate  of  mat 
ter,  mult  be  fupported,  continued,  and  fupplied  by  as  proper 
and  equivalent  means,  as 

V  E  R  .  128.  Thro''  glands  refining]   fecretion— 

VER.  130.  Or  here  expanfite]  nutrition 

YEP.  138.  While  gales  ingredient]  refpiration,  and 

Which 
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Which  falient,  thro'  the  heart's  contractile  force, 

Expulfive  fprings  its  recontinual  courfe. 

The  captive  air  impatient  of  retreat, 

Refines  expanfive  with  internal  heat,  145 

Its  levity  too  rare  to  poife  the  exterior  weight; 

Compreffive  round  the  incumbent  sether  lies, 

And  drift  its  elemental  fold  applies, 

Whence  either  pulmonary  lobe  expires, 

And  all  the  interior  fubtile  breath  retires ;          15© 

Subfiding  lungs  their  labouring  vefifels  prefs, 

Affected  mutual  with  fevere  diftrefs, 

While  towards  the  left  their  confluent   torrents 

gum, 

And  on  the  heart's  finifter  cavern  rufh  ; 
Collected  there  complete  their  circling  rout,      155 
And  vigorous  from  their  venal  engine  fhoot. 
Again  the  heart's  conftriftive  powers  revive, 
And  the  frelh  fountain  thro'  the  Aorta  drive; 
Arterial  valves  oppofe  the  refluent  blood, 
And  fwift  injections  pum  the  lingering  flood ;    160 
Sped  by  the  laft,  the  foremoft  currents  bound, 
And  thus  perennial  run  the  purpling  round. 

VER.  151.  Sulfidinglungs\  fanguification  ;  the  manner  of 
which  (fo  long  and  often  debated)  is  as  clearly  and  intelligibly 
reprefented,  as  the  concifenefs  of  this  plan  will  admit  j  and  ;s 
in  fome  meafure  illuilrated  by  the  following : 

So 
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So  where  beneath  the  culminating  beam 
From  India  fouth  the  expanded  oceans  fteam, 
Intenfe  their  fervid  exhalations  rife,  165 

And  fcale  the  deep  of  equinoclial  ikies  ; 
Collected  now  progrefiive  proudly  fail, 
And  ride  high  born  upon  the  trading  gale; 
Now  'thwart  the  trope,  or  zone  antartic  fleer, 
And  now  aloof  the  Cape's  emergence  veer  ;      1  70 
Now  wheeling  dextrous  wind  the  JEthiop  main, 
And  fhading  now  the  Atlantic  ocean  ftain  ; 
Now  weftward  hang  o'er  Montezuma's  throne, 
And  view  the  worlds  to  ancient  worlds  unknown  : 
Around  the  antipodes  the  adventurers  roam,     175 
And  exiled  never  hope  their  native  home  ; 
Some  pious  drops  the  reftlefs  vagrants  fhed, 
And  now  afrefh  their  wing'd  effufion  fpread  \ 
Afkance,  or  crofs  the  broad  Pacific  deep, 
Obliquely  north  the  floating  fquadrons  fweep; 


VER.  163.  So  where  bencatli\  allufion  ;  where  the  earth 
may  be  confidered  as  reprefenting  the  folids  of  the  animal 
fyllem  —  the  exhalations  and  ftreams  as  reprefenting  the  cir 
culating  fluids  —  the  wind  or  gales  conveying  thofe  exhala 
tions,  the  interior  breath—  and  the  influence  of  the  moon  cm 
tides,  the  external  influence  of  the  acmofphere,  which  by 
compreiling  the  thorax,  and  lungs,  acts  as  antagoniil  to  the 
natural  contraction  of  the  heart's  mufcular  texture  ;  and  by 
embracing  the  outward  members  of  the  body,  thereby,  in 
fome  meafure,  aduates  and  alTifls  the  blood  to  mount  in 
return,  and  afcent,  contrary  to  all  the  known  laws  of 


Still 
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Still  arctic  ply  to  reach  the  frozen  pole* 

Now  hurry'd  on  Sarmatian  tempefts  roll ; 

Sinifter  round  extreme  Imaus  bend, 

And  glooming  o'er  the  Scythian  realms  depend  ; 

Now  driven  before  the  keen  Septentrion  fly,      185 

And  intercept  the  clear  Noroflian  fky ; 

Now  view  where   fwathed    the    mighty   Tartar 

lay; 

Now  fidelong  hover  on  the  Cafpian  fea ; 
Now  gather  blackening  from  the  farther  fhore, 
And  o'er  Armenia  fluice  the  impetuous  ftpre ;  190 
Euphrates  here  and  rapid  Tigris  fwell, 
And  weep  their  ftreams  where  great  Darius  fell. 
Primaeval  there,  the  blifsful  garden  flood ; 
Here,  youthful  Ammon  ftemm'd  the  torrent  flood. 
Circumfluous  rolls  the  long  difparted  tide,         195 
And  mighty  realms  the  wandering  flux  divide : 
Here,  Nineveh,  and  fair  Seleucia  rife ; 
There,  Babel  vain,  attempts  the  laughing  Ikies, 
While  proudly  round  the  female  ftru&ures  gleam, 
And  break  and  tremble  in  the  blazing  ftream  i  200 
Proficient  whence,  the  liquid  confluence  meet, 
And  thro'  the  gulph  their  kindred  ocean  greet ; 
Urg'd  by  the  moon,  abjure  the  pearly  fhore, 
And  travel  whence  they  fprung — to  travel  as  be 
fore. 

How 
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How  the  fong  fmiles,  (hould  deeming  cenfure 
chide  205 

As  difproportiorfd,  thro'  allufion  wide! 
What  tho'  we  join  this  globe's  encumber'd  frame, 
The  deep  unfathom'd,  and  the  copious  ftream, 
With  all  the  appendage  of  incumbent  fkies, 
To  match  the  frame  of  animalcule  fize —         210 
Our  theme  no  great  (of  ONE  exclufive)  knows ; 
No  little,  when  from  ONE,  that  ONE,  it  flows; 
This  globe  an  atom  to  the  native  fpace, 
Where  vortical  it  wheels  its  annual  race  ; 

VER.  205.  Ho<w  the  fong  faiths']  That  the  former  compnri. 
fon  is  by  no  means  inadequate ;  great  and  littJe,  being  but 
relative  terms,  in  refpeft  of  finite  effences ;  and  magnitude, 
or  minutenefs,  as  they  appear  or  difappear  reciprocally  by 
comparifon,  depending  barely  on  the  relations,  and  not  the 
eflences  or  nature  of  things  ;  as  the  term  little  is  greater  than 
what  is  lefs,  and  is  only  little  by  being  compared  with  fome- 
thing  greater ;  fo  that,  properly  fpeaking,  whatever  is  finite, 
in  refpecl  of  what  is  .finite,  is  not  really  little;  whereas,  on 
the  other  hand,  in  refpect  of  infinity,  all  things  finite  arc 
equally  diminutive ;  being  equally  remote  from 

VER.  211.  ONE  exclujive]  WHAT  is  INFINITE,  WHO 
ALONE  is  ABSOLUTE,  GREAT,  and  INDEPENDENT.— - 

VER.  213.  This  globe  an  atom]  thus  to  any  perfon,  who 
mould  compare  this  ftupendous  globe  of  earth  and  ocean,'  to 
its  vortex,  or  the  vaft  extent  of  fpace  that  includes  our  plane 
tary  fyilem,  in  which  Saturn  takes  thirty  years  to  finifli  his 
circle  round  the  fun;  upon  the-  fuppofition  that  fuch  peribn 
were  tranfported  to  the  fun  in  the  center  of  our  vortex,  and 
the  earth  tranfported  beyond  the  planet  Saturn,  to  the"  utter- 
moft  verge  of  the  vortex  ;  this  earth,  though  ihining  with  re 
flected  light,  would  not  then  appear  even  as  a  point, 
aid  would  only  be  vifible  by  the  affiltance  of  a  telefcopc. — 

Its 
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Its  vortex  (by  adjacent  whirl-pools  bound)        215 

A  point  to  worlds  that  circling  blaze  around  -, 

Loft  in  the  whole,  thefe  vanifh  in  their  turn, 

And  but  with  relative  effulgence  burn  : 

But  where  finite  to  Infinite  afpires, 

Shrunk  from  its  LORD,  the  univerfe  retires ;      220 

A  fliade  its  fubftance,  and  a  blank  its  Hate, 

Where  ONE,  and  only  ONE,  is  only  GREAT  ! 

All  equidiftant,  or  alike  all  near, 

The  reptile  minim,  or  the  rolling  fphere ; 

VER.  215.  ///  vortex]  Again,  mould  fuch  perfon  contem 
plate  the  furrcunding  vortexes  within  his  ken,  where  all  the 
planets  or  inhabited  worlds  difappear,  and  nothing  is  per- 
ceeived  but  a  glimmering  ray  fhed  from  the  feveral  funs  that 
mine  each  in  the  center  of  their  proper  vortex ;  upon  com 
paring  our  vortical  fyftem  to  thofe  other  worlds  or  fyftems 
that  appear  numberlefs  in  his  view  ;  it  is  evident,  that  in  the 
comparifon,  our  fyilem  would  barely  hold  the  proportion  of  a 
unit  in  number,  or  a  point  in  magnitude 

VER.  217.  Loft  in  the  whole]  and  yet  further,  fhould  our 
thoughts  extend  to  take  in  thofe  other  vortexes,  fyilems,  and 
funs,,  that  are  only  vifible  by  the  help  ofglaf.es  ;  and  extend 
ing  yet  further,  comprehend  the  whole  imaginable  and  grand 
material  fyftem  or  univerfe  :  in  this  companion,  all  the  vifible 
worlds  in  their  turn  would  mrink  to  a  proportionate  point. 

VER.  219.  But  where  finite}  But  mould  we  attempt  yet 
higher,  and  compare  the  univerfe  of  matter,  to  immenfity, 
the  attribute  of  DEITY  ;  here  the  whole  univerfal  fyflem,  \vith 
which  our  thoughts  were  fo  greatly  expanded,  quite  vanifhes  ; 
fmce  whatever  is  finite,  as  hnite,  will  admit  of  no  compara 
tive  relation  with  INFINITY  ;  for  whatever  is  lefs  than  in 
finite,  is  ftill  infinitely  diftant  from  INFINITY,  and  lower 
than  in  finite  diilance  the  loweil  or  ies.il  cannot  iink  - 

VER.  223.  Aflefttifliftant]  in  refpecl  therefore  of  the  CREA 
TOR,  all  creatures  are  upon  a  level 

Alike 
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Alike  minutely  great,  or  greatly  lefs,  225 

Ih  form  finite  INFINITUDE  exprefs  •, 
Exprefs  the  feal  of  CHARACTER  DIVINE, 

And  bright,   thro'   His   INFORMING  RADIANCE, 

ihine. 

Juft  fo  as  when  fublime  the  fancy  foars, 
And  worlds  on  worlds  illimited  explores  ;         230 
No  end  of  thought,  or  time,  or  fpace  is  found, 
And  each  immenfe,  are  each,  in  either  drown'd  : 
So  when  the  mind  to  central  beauty  tends* 
And  ftrift  to  fix  fome  certain  period  bends, 
In  vain  its  ultimate  contraction's  fought-,  235 

And  (till  delufive,  Ihuns  the  labouring  thought  •, 
While  THAT  IMMENSE  !    whence   every    eflence 

came, 
Still  ENDLESS  reigns  in  each  minuted  frame. 

Attentive 

VER.  226.  Inform  finite}  and  yet  by  being  creatures,  even 
the  moft  feemingly  defpicable,  bear  fuch  relation  to  theif 
CREATOR,  as  exprefles  His  ftamp  and  character  fufHcient  to 
make  it  moft  highly  valuable  to  all  its  fellow-creatures ;  who 
are  themfelves  only  valuable,  by  iharing  and  partaking  the 
fame  Divine  Influence 

VER.  229.  Juft  fo  as  when  fublime]  which  Divine  Influence 
or  character  not  only  declares  the  immediate  operation  and  art 
of  omnipotence,  but  even  fo  far  is  expreflive  of  the  very  attri 
bute  of  DEITY,  that  whereas  outwardly  we  can  aflign  no  cer 
tain  bounds  to  the  works  of  an  infinite  energy 

VER.  233.  So  *wben  tht  mind}  fo,  on  the  other  hand,  with 
in  Wv.  are  as  much  loft  and  bewildered,  in  attempting  to  find 
or  aflign  any  point  or  period  in  the  texture  of  the  moft  mintrte 
animalcule 

VER.  237.  Jfhik  THAT  IMMENSE]  while  the  harmony 
and  infinity  of  the  ETERNAL  ARTIST  are,  in  fome  degree, 

VOL.  1.  G  imprcffed 
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.    Attentive  then  infpeft  the  wondrous  fcenc, 

Nor  deem  our  animalcule's  texture  vain  ;          240 

Where  tuned  thro'  every  correfponding  part, 

Its  fyftem  clofes  in  confummate  art. 

Quick,  from  the  mind's  imperial  manfion  flied, 

"With  lively  tenfron  fpins  the  nervous  thread, 

"With  flux  of  animate  effluvia  ftored,  245 

And  tubes  of  niceft  perforation  bored, 

Whofe  branching  maze  thro'  every  organ  tends, 

And  unity  of  confciaus  adion  lends  $ 

impreffed  on  his  works  ;  and  as  outwardly  we  can  find  no- 
bounds,  fo  inwardly  we  can  find  no  end  of  art  and 
beauty  - 

VER.  239.  Attentive  then  infpeft  ]  Shall  we  then  flight,  or 
deem  that  little,  in  which  immenfity  is  fo  confpicuous  ? 
or  trivial,  which  could  employ  no  lefs  than  infinite  wifdom 
and  power  ? 


VER.  243.  %u2f&,  from  the  mind's]  Tt  has  already  been 
pjroved  in  this  book,  where  the  circulation  of  the  blood  wa* 
treated  of  (vide  fupra)  that  the  leaft  animalcule  muft  diftincl:- 
ly  and  perfectly  have  all  the  proportion,  fymmetry,  and  ad- 
Juilment  of  that  organized  texture,  which  is  indifpenfably  ne- 
eeffary  for  the  feveral  functions  of  animal  life  :  and  as  I  thers 
chofe  the  fmalleft  of  imaginable  animal  creatures  for  the  ge 
neral  inflance  of  the  oeconomy  of  an  animal  body  ;  fo  here  I 
continue  it  as  an  inflance  of  general  motion  and  fenfation, 
both  of  which  are  performed  by  the  mediation  of  the  nerves, 
that  all  tend  to,  and  arife  frsm  the  brain  and  fpinal  marrow, 
And  though  formerly  I  fhew^d  that  matter  when  fo  curioufly 
organized,  might  pofTibly  be  fufceptible  of  motion,  and  even 
the  appearance  of  fenfation,  by  the  correfpondence  of  its  in- 
xvard  texture  with  the  outward  impulfe,  or  imprcffions  made 
on  it,  like  the  anfwering  harmony  of  a  mufical  inftrument 
(vide  fupra)  ;  yet  I  further  demon'fbaled,  that  bare  matter 
cannot  poifibly  be  fufceptible  of  the  leaft  real  fenfation,  or 
perception  (vide  fupra).  I  am  therefore  obliged,  upon  thi* 
'••tcafion,  and  on  the  fuppofition  of  actaaJ  ibnfation,  to  in 
troduce  —  — 

White 
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While  fpirits  thro'  the  wandering  channels  windj 
And  wing  the  mefiage  of  informing  mind  *,       250 
Or  objects  to  the  ideal  feat  convey  ; 
Or  dictate  motion  with  internal  fway. 

As  when,  beneath  the  fultry  Lybian  ray, 
Coop'd  in  his  camp  the  Julian  hero  lay, 
Full  on  the  ditch  the  dufk  Numidians  bound,  255 
And  Rome*s  lafl  hopes  recruited  rage  around  \ 
Serenely  dill,  amid  the  dread  alarms, 
See,  Casfar  fits,  the  mighty  foul  of  arms  ! 
See,  at  his  nod,  the  various  combat  burns, 
And  the  wing'd  fcout  ftill  turns,  and  (till  returns  t 
While  he,  the  war  fedately  weigh'd  informs,      261 
tlimfelf  unmoved  amid  furrounding  ftorms. 

Juft  fo  fnpreme,  unmated*  arid  alone, 
The  Soul  afTumes  her  intellectual  throne 


VER.  250.  Informing  mind"]  a  being  of  a  nature  diftinft 
from  matter,  which  being  fituate  in  the  original  point  of  mo* 
lion  and  fenfation 

VER.  254.  Ccop'd  in  his  camp]  (like  Julius  Caefar  in  his 
camp  at  Rufpina  in  Afric,  when  attacked  by  Scipio  and  the 
confederate  forces  of  Juba)  without  moving  from  that  fitua- 
tion,  receives  all  the  concurrent  intelligencies  from  abroad, 
by  which  means  it  is  initru&ed  to  fend  forth  its  orders  and 
emiflaries  as  occafions  require,  and  thus  directs  and  inform* 
the  whole  bodily  fyftem. 

VER.  263.  Jujl  fo /uprtffte]  It  is  an  obfervation  of  an  au 
thor  learned  in  the  law,  that  "  non  omne  fimile  quatuor  pedi- 
"  bus  currit;'*  yet  as  ourpaflions  i  the  operation  of  which  is 
above  defcribed)  may  be  called  a  ftate  of  warfare,  the  fimile 
in  that  refpeft  i§  not  unjuft* 

G  a  Around 
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Around  their  queen  attendant  fpirits  watch,      265 
Each    riling    thought    with    prompt   obfervance 

catch, 

The  tidings  of  internal  paflion  fpread, 
And  thro*  each  part  the  fwift  contagion  fhed. 
With  motive  throes  the  quickening  limbs   con* 

ceive  •, 

The  blood  tempeftuous,  pours  a  flufhing  wave ;  2  70 
With  raging  fwell  alternate  pantings  rife ; 
And  terrors  rowl  within  the  kindling  eyes. 
The  mind  thus  fpeeds  her  miniftry  abroad, 
And  rules  obedient  matter  with  a  nod ; 
The  obfequious  mafs  beneath  her  influence  yields, 
And  even  her  will  the  unwieldy  fabric  wields.  276 
Thro'  winding  paths  her  fprightly  envoys  fly, 
Or  watchful  in  the  frontier  fenfes  lie  5 
Briflc  on  the  tongue  the  grateful  gufto  greet, 
And  thro'  the  nerves  return  the  ideal  fweet  5     280 
Or  incenfe  from  the  noftrils  gate  exhale, 
And  to  their  goddefs  waft  the  odorous  gale  5 

VER.  277.  Thro*  winding  paths'}  I  did  not  think  it  necef- 
fary  to  infert  here  the  fenfe  of  feeling,  not  only  becaufe  there 
is  no  Ipecial  or  peculiar  organ  to  which  it  bears  relation,  but 
becaufe  I  take  it  for  a  fort  of  univerfal  fenfe,  all  fenfation  be 
ing  performed  by  contact ;  and  fo 

VER.  279.  Erijk  on  the  tongue\  tailing  .     . 
VER*  281.  Or  incenfi\  fmelling 

Or 
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Or  mufical  to  charm  the  liftcning  foul, 

Attentive  round  the  tortuous  ear  patrole, 

There  each  fonorous  undulation  wait,  385 

And  thrill  in  rapture  to  the  mental  feat; 

Or  wondrous  to  the  organic k  vifion  pafs, 

And  to  the  mind  inflect  the  magick  glafs  ; 

Here  born  elate  upon  etherial  tides, 

The  blythe  illuminated  glory  glides,  290 

And  on  the  beam  the  painted  image  rides ; 

Thofe  images  that  ftill  continuous  flow, 

pffluviated  around,  above,  below, 

True  to  the  colour,  diftance,  fhape,  and  fize, 

That  from  eflenrial  things  perpetual  rife,       295 

And  obvious  gratulate  our  wondering  eyes  ; 

Convey  the  bloom  of  nature's  fmiling  fcene, 

The  vernal  landfkip,  and  the  watery  main  j 

VE*.  283.  Or  mufical  to  charm\  hearing,  and 

VER.  287.  Or  wondrous]  feeing,  being  but  a  different  kind 
of  touch,  or  feeling,  agreeable  and  accommodated  to  ;hp  dif 
ference  of  objects  that  are  thereby  perceived. 

VER.  289.  Here  lorn  elatt\  The  manner  in  which  the 
VER.  291.  Image  ridet\  objeft  is  conveyed  to  the  eye—* 

VER.  296.  And  ob<viout  gratu\ati\  by  whofe  fecond  media.- 
t;on  the  perceiving  foul  rejoices 

VER.  297.  Bloom  of  natures  fmiling fctni]  beholding  the  ele 
gance  and  beauty  of  nature—* 

G  3  The 


8$          UNIVERSAL    BEAUTY. 

The  flocks  that  nibble  on  the  flowery  lawn, 
The  frifking  lambkin,  and  the  wanton  fawn  •,      joa 
The  fight  how  grateful  to  the  focial  foul, 
That  thus  imbibes  the  blefiings  of  the  whole. 
Joys  in  their  joy,  while  each  infpires  his  breaft 
With  bleffings  multiplied  from  all  that's  bleft  ! 
Nor  lefs  yon  heights  the  unfolding  heaven  difplay. 
Its  nightly  twinkle,  and  its  ftreaming  day. 3,         306 
The  page  imprefs'd  confpicuous  on  the  fkies, 
A  preface  to  the  Book  of  Glory  lies  -y 
We  mount  the  deep,  high  born  upon  delight, 
While  hope  afpires    beyond — and  distances  the 
fight.  310 

Thus  heaven  and  earth,  whom  varying  graces  decl 
In  full  proportions  paint  the  vifual  fpeck  ; 
So  awful  did  the  ALMIGHTY'S  forming  will, 
Amazing  texture^  -and  ftuperjdous  fkill, 

VER.  299.  The  flocks  that  nibble]  but  chiefly   thofe  ani 
mated   beings  who  through   life   are  fufceptlble  of  happi* 

nefs 

VER.  301.  ¥be  Jight]  as  every  generous  perfon  increafe 
his  happinefs  by  rejoicing  in  the  happinefs  of  others— « 

VER.  305.  Nor  hfs  yon  heights]  and  as   by  means  of  this 
miraculous  organ  of  fight,  the  beauties  of  earth  are  confpicu- 
cus,  fo  in  the  firft  page  of  heaven  expanded  before  us,  torai 
our  hope  to  an  aflurance  of  further  blifs. 

313.  So  awful  did]  The  wonderful  texture  of 


B    O    O    K      IV.  *7 

The  vifionary  net  and  tunics  weave, 

And  the  bright  gem  with  lucid  humours  lave ; 

So  gave  the  ball's  collected  ray  to  glow, 

And  round  the  pupil  arch'd  his  radiant  bow ; 

Full  in  a  point  unmeafuredfpaces  lie, 

And  worlds  inclufive  dwell  within  our  eye.        320 

Yet  ufelefs  was  this  textured  wonder  made, 

Were  Nature,  beauteous  object !  undifplay'd  ; 

Thofe,  both  as  vain,  the  object,  and  the  fight, 

Wrapt  from  the  radiance  of  revealing  light ; 

As  vain  the  bright  illuminating  beam,  325 

Unwafted  by  the  medium's  airy  ftrearri: 

Yet  vain  the  textured  eye,  and  object  fair, 

The  funny  luftre,  and  continuous  air ; 

VER.  315.  The  <vifoiuiry  mt\  its  retina  (continued  from 
the  optkk  nerve)  which  is  the  proper  organ  of  vifion  — 

VER.  315.  ^Tunics  weave]  its  coats 
VER.  316.  tinmours  lave ]  humours 

VER.  318.  Radiant  low]  and  Iris,  ot-  circle  furroundihg 
the  pupil,  within  which 

VER.  319.  Full  in  a  point}  the  images  of  things  are  diftintt- 
ly  painted. 

VBR.  321.  Yet  ufelefs  w*/]  The  infinitely  wife  adjuftment 
of  nature  demonftrat^d ;  inafmuch  as  the  eye  had  been  uf<*~ 
lefs  without  the  object,  both  eye  and  objed  ufelefs  without 
light,  the  eye,  the  objeft,  and  the  light,  ftill  ufelefs  without 
the  medium  of  air  for  conveyance,  and  altogether  a?  Uf«le(!s 
without. 

G  4  Annpll'd 
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Annull'd  and  j^lank  this  grand  illuftrious  fcene, 
AIL  all  its  grace,  and  lifelefs  glories,  vain  -,       330 
Till  from  the  ETERNAL  fprung  this  effluent  Soul, 
Blefs'd  to  infpedl:,  and  comprehend  the  whole ! 
O  whence,  fay  whence  this  endlefs  Beauty  fprings, 
This  awfulj  dear,  delightful  depth  of  things  ? 
Whence  but  from   THEE  !  THOU  GREAT  ONE  ! 

THOU  DIYINE  ! 

PLACID  !  and  MILD  !  ALL  GRACIOUS  !  ALL  BE 
NIGN  !  336 
THOU  Nature's  PARENT  !  and  SUPREME  DESIRE  \ 

! 

How  loved  the  offspring! — and  how  blefs'd  the 

SIRE  ! 

How  ever  BLESs'd !  as  bleffings  from  THEE  flow. 
And  fpread  all  bounteous  on  THY  works  below : 
:1f  he  reptile,  wreathed  in  many  a  wanton  play  5341 
And  infect,  balking  in  the  fhine  of  day ; 
The  grazing  quadruped,  and  plu,rny  choir 
That  earthly  born  to  heavenly  heights  afpire; 

VER.  331.  fill  from  the  ETERNAL]  The  mind,  which  on 
ly  can  perceive. 

•  VER.  341.  The  reptile]  This  paragraph  was  added  as  a 
hint  of  the  following  part,  which  chiefly  treats  of  the  arts  and 
inftin&s  of  the  inferior  animal  fyltem  :  which  fubjecl,  as  it  is 
lefs  abftrufe,  fo,  it  is  probable,  it  will  be  more  agreeable  than 
any  hitherto  treated  of. 

All 
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All  fpecies,  form'd  beneath  the  folar  beam,       345 
That  numberlefs  adorn  our  future  theme, — 
Fed  in  THY  bounty,  fafhion'd  in  THY  SKILL, 
Cloath'd  in  THY  LOVE,  inftrucled  in  THY  will, 
Safe  in  THY  conduct,  their  unerring  guide, 
All-fave  the  child  of  ignorance  and  pride —      350 
The  paths  of  BEAUTY  and  of  TRUTH  purfuc, 
d  teach  proud  man  thofe  lectures  which  enfue! 
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THUS  Nature's  frame,  and  Nature's  GOD 
we  fing, 

And  trace  even  Life  to  its  ETERNAL  SPRING— 

The  ETERNAL  SPRING  !  whence  ftreaming  boun 
ty  flows ; 

The  ETERNAL  LIGHT  !  whence  every  radiance 
glows ; 

The  ETERNAL  HEIGHT  of  indetermin'd  fpace!     5 

The  ETERNAL  DEPTH  of  Condefcending  Grace! 

SUPREMB!  and  MIDST!  and  PRINCIPLE!  and 
END! 

the  ETERNAL  FATHER  !  and  the  ETERNAL 
FRIEND  ! 

The 
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Tht  ETERNAL   LOVB  !    TTHO    bounds    in  every 

bread  ; 
The   ETERNAL  Buss!    whence  every  creature's 

bled—  10 

While  man,  even  man,  the  lavifh  goodncfs  (hare*. 
The  wretch    offends,    and  yet    His    GOODNESI 

fpares  ; 

Still  to  the  wayward  wight  indulgent  tufas, 
And  kindly  courts  him  to  the  peace  he  fpurns ; 
Emits  the  beam  of  intellectual  light—  15 

Bright  is  the  beam,  and  wilful  is  the  night — 
While  Nature  amply  fpreads  the  illuftrious  fcene. 
And  renders  all  pretext  of  error  vain ; 
Unfolde4  wide  her  obvious  pages  lie, 
To  win  attention  from  the  wandering  eye ;         20 
Full  to  convince  us,  to  inftruct  us  fage, 
Strict  to  reform,  and  beauteous  to  engage. 

Like  Nature's  law  no  eloquence  perfuades, 
The  mute  harangue  our  every  fenfe  invades  ; 
The  apparent  precepts  of  the  ETERNAL  WILL,  25 
His  every  work,  and  every  object  fill ; 
Round  with  our  eyes  His  revelation  wheels, 
Our  every  touch  his  demonftration  feels. 

VER.  27.  Round  with  eur  tyts\  The  DEITY  neccflafily  ia» 
ferred  from  the  contemplation  of  every  objettr-— 

And, 
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And,  O  SUPREME  !  whene'er  we  ceafe  to  know 
THEE,  the  SOLE  SOURCE,  whence  fenfe,  and  fcience 
flow !  30 

Then  muft  all  faculty,  all  knowledge  fail, 
And  more  than  monfter  o'er  the  man  prevail. 

Not  thus  HE  gave  our  optic's  vital  glance, 
Amid  omnifcient  art,  to  fearch  for  chance, 
Blind  to  the  charms  of  Nature's  beauteous  frame ; 
Nor  made  our  organ  vocal,  to  blafpheme :  36 

Not  thus  HE  will'd  the  creatures  of  his  nod, 
And  made  the  mortal,  to  unmake  his  GOD? 
Breathed  on  the  globe,  and  brooded  o'er  the  wave, 
And  bid  the  wide  obfequious  world  conceive :     40 
Spoke  into  being,  myriads,  myriads  rife, 
And  with  young  tranfport  gaze  the  novel  fkies  ; 
Glance  from  the  furge,  beneath  the  furface  feud, 
Or  cleave  enormous  the  relqftant  flood ; 
Or  rowl  vermicular  their  wanton  maze,  45 

And  the  bright  path  with  wild  meanders  glaze ; 
Prifk  in  the  vale,  or  o'er  the  mountains  bound, 
Or  in  huge  gambols  (hake  the  trembling  ground  ; 

VER.  41.  Spoke  into  being]  But  more  efpecially  vifible  in 
the  animate  creation,  fo  infinitely  diverfified  in  the  feveral 
ipecies  and  kinds  of— i — 

VER.  43.  Glance  front  the  furge]  fifh 
VER.  45.  Or  wwl  vermicular]  reptiles^— 
VER.  4.7,'  Frifi  in  tkt  vale]  quadrupeds— 
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Swarm  in  the  beam ;  or  fpread  the  plumy  fail — 
The  plume  creates,  and  then  directs  the  gale :    50 
While  adbive  gaiety,  and  afpect  bright, 
In  each  exprefiive,  fums  up  all  delight. 

But  whofe  unmeafured  profe,  memorial  long ! 
Or  volubility  of  numerous  fong, 
Can  Nature's  infinite  productions  range,  55 

Or  with  her  ever  varying  fpecies  change  ? 
Not  the  famed  bard,  in  whofe  furviving  page, 
Troy  flill  ihall  ftand,  and  fierce  Felides  rage  ; 
Not  this  the  Mantuan's  rival  mufe  could  hope ; 
Nor  thou,  fole  object  of  my  envy, — Pope!         60 

Then  let  the  fhoals  of  latent  nations  deep, 
Safe  in  the  medium  of  their  native  deep  •, 
Haply,  when  future  beauteous  fcenes  invite, 
Haply  our  line  may  draw  thofe  fcenes  to  light. 

Mean  while,  earth's  minim  populace  infpect,    6$ 
With  juft  propriety  of  beauties  deck'd  ; 
Confummate  each,  adapted  to  its  ftate, 
And  highly  in  the  lowed  fphere  complete. 

Sublime 

VER.  49.  Swarm  in  the  beam]  infefts 

VER.  40,.  Or  fpread  the  plumy  fail]  and  birds;  as  this  diU 
verfity  unites  in  one  univerfal  evidence  of  ONE  SOLE  OPE 
RATOR — — 

VER.  67.  Confummate  each]  Whofe  charafteriilic  of  in 
finite  power  and  wifdom  is  equally  confpicuoos  in  all,  fmce 

even 
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Sublime  the  theme,  and  claims  the  attentive 
ear, 

Well  worth  the  fong,  fmce  worth  THE  AL 
MIGHTY'S  care ;  70 

Since  even  the  (mailed  from  the  GREAT  ONE 
fprings, 

Great  and  confpicuous  in  minuteft  things  ! 

The  reptile  firft,  how  exquifitely  form'd, 
With  vital  ftreams  thro'  every  organ  warm'd  ! 
External  round  the  fpiral  mufcle  winds,  75 

And  folding  clofe  the  interior  texture  binds ; 
Secure  of  limbs  or  needlefs  wing  he  (leers, 
And  all  one  locomotive  act  appears : 
His  rings  with  one  elaftic  membrane  bound* 
The  prior  circlet  moves  the  obfequious  round  ;  80 
The  next,  and  next,  its  due  obedience  owes, 
And  with  fucceflive  undulation  flows* 


even  the  loweft  can  be  derived  from  no  lefs  than  the 
HIGHEST;  and,  in  that  refpeft,  the  loweft,  though  appa 
rently  defpicable,  is  moil  highly  valuable,  fince  the  fame  EX 
TENSIVE  BENIGNITY  condefcends  even  to  the——— 

VER.  73.  The  reptile  fr ft]  earth-worm,  and  has  had  a  pe 
culiar  regard  towards  it 

VSR.  74.  With  vital  ft  reams}  in   the  organization  of  it? 
frame — - 

VER.  75.  External  round]  its  wonderful  apparatus  for  mo 
tion,  by  a  moll  efpecial  and  accurate  proviiioa— -— 

The 
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The  mediate  glands,  with  unduous  juice,  replete, 

Their  {lores  of  lubricating  guile  fecrete  ; 

Still  opportune,  with  prompt  emilTIon  flow,        £5 

And  flipping  fruftrate  the  deluded  foe  ; 

When  the  ftiffclod  their  little  augers  bore, 

And  all  the  worm  infmuates  thro*  the  pore. 

Slow  moving  next,  with  grave  majeftic  pace, 
Tenacious  Snails  their  filent  progrefs  trace  ;       90 
Thro'  foreign  fields  fecure  from  exile  roam, 
And  fojourn  fafe  beneath  their  native  home. 
Their  domes  felf-wreathed,  each  architect  attend, 
With  manfions  lodge  them,  and  with  mail  d<v 
fend  : 

VER.  83.  ¥be  mc&ate  glands}  With  every  other  mean  and 
jjiethod  accommodated  to  its  fphere  of  a&ion  ;  and  conduc- 
ng  to  the  fafety  and  perfection  of  its  Hate. 

VE».  89.  Slow  moving  next]  The  fame  infinite  WISDOM 
operating  ever  equally,  though  varioufly,  is  no  lefs  admirable 
in  the  different  apparatus  for  the  fnail's  motion,  as  differently 
adapted  to  its  different  ftate  and  occaiions  -- 


VEB..  90.  tfenacicus  Snfiils]  by  a  bfoad  and  ftrong  (kin  on 
either  fide  the  belly,  and  the'em'iifion  of  a  glutinous  flime; 
by  the  afliftance  of  which  they  adhere-  to  any  furface  more 
firmly  than  they  could  do  with  claws  or  talons. 

VER.  93.  Their  domes  Jelf  wreathed]  The  advantage  of 
their  fhells,  which  they  form  by  a  froth  or  petrifying  juice, 
which  they  fecreted  from  their  'body  ;  and  at  any  time  re 
pair  a  fracture  or  breach  in  their  building,  which  ferves  them 
both  for  houfe  and  armour. 
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But  chief,  when  each  his  wintery  portal  forms,    95 
And  mocks  fecluded  from  incumbent  ftorms  j 
Till  gates,  unbarring  with  the  vernal  ray, 
Give  all  the  fecret  hermitage  to  day  ; 
Then  peeps  the  fage  from  his  unfolding  doors,  99 
And  cautious  heaven's  ambiguous  brow  explores  : 
Towards  the  four  winds  four  telefcopes  he  bends, 
And  on  his  own  aftrology  depends  5 
AfTured  he  glides  beneath  the  fmiling  calm, 
Bathes  in  the  dew,  and  fips  the  morning  balm ; 
The  peach  this  pampering  epicure  devours,      105 
And  climbing  on  the  topmoft  fruitage  towers. 

Such  have  we  cull'd  from  nature's  reptile  fcenc^ 
Leaft  accurate  of  all  the  wondrous  train. 

Who! 

VER.  95.  But  chief]  And  which  they  clofe  up  during  the 
winter,  to  fhut  out  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  alfo 
to  prevent  any  confumption  of  the  fluids  ;  by  which  means 
they  want  no  nourishment  at  a  time  that  they  cannot  be 
readily  provided. 

VER.  1 01.  Towards  the  four  «tv/W/J  I  have  inferted  this 
opinion  of  fnails  having  eyes  at  the  ends  of  their  horns,  rather 
in  fubmiflion  to  authority,  than  that  I  am  really  perfuaded  it 
is  fo.  However,  they  may,  in  a  great  meafure,  be  faid  to 
fee  with  their  touch,  which  in  this  part  is  extremely  fenfible, 
and  equally  ferves  their  purpofe  • 

VER.  107  Such  have  nve  cull'd}  and   fince   the   common 
earth-worm  and  fnail   (which  feem  the  mott  defpicable  of  all 
reptiles)  are  fo  curioufly  adorned,  and  provided  in  all   re^' 
fpefts,  how  amazing  muft  the  fame  conduit,    care,  and  ar 
tifice 
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Wbopl  unged  reclufe  in  filent  caverns  fleep ; 

Or  mukipcdc,  earth's  leafy  verdure  creep  ;       no 

Or  on  the  pool's  new  mantling  furface  play, 

And  range  a  drop,  as  whales  may  range  the  Tea  : 

Or  ply  the  rivulet  with  fupple  oars, 

And  oft,    amphibious,    courfe   the  neighbouring 

fhores  ; 

Or  flickering,  quit  the  dank  inclement  fky,       115 
And  condefcend  to  lodge  where  princes  lie; 
There  tread  the  ceiling,  an  inverted  floor, 
And  from  its  precipice  depend  fecure: 
Or  who  nor  creep,  nor  fly,  nor  walk,  nor  fwim, 
But  claim  new  motion  with  peculiar  limb,        120 
Succeffive  fpring  with  quick  elaftic  bound, 
And  thus  tranfported  pafs  the  refluent  ground. 

Or  who  all  native  vehicles  defpife, 
And  buoy'd  upon  their  own  inventions  rife  ; 

tifice  be,  through  the  feveral  fcenes  of  minute  animalcules ! 
who  leave  no  place  empty  of  fuitable  inhabitants,  and  are 
doubtlefs  of  greater  confequencc  in  nature,  than  our  partial 
and  narrow  way  of  thinking  may  imagine. 

VER.    119.    Or  'who   nor   creep]    Such    as    grafshoppers, 
rickets,  and  frogs. 

VER.  123.  Or  who  all  nati<vc\  Spiders,  &c.  whofe  flights 
e  owing  to  a  thread  of  inconceivable  fmenefs  and  levity, 
/hich  they  dart,  on  occafion,  from  their  bodies,  and  which 
jing  buoyed  up  by  the  leaft  breeze,  bears  off  the  animal- 
ile  to  which  it  is  annexed. 

VOL.  I.  H  Shoot 
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Shoot  forth  the  twine,  their  light  aerial  guide,  125 
And  mounting  o'er  the  diftant  zenith  ride. 

Or  who  a  twofold  apparatus  fhare, 
Natives  of  earth,  and  habitants  of  air ; 
Like  warriors  ftride,  opprefs'd  with  fhining  mail, 
But  furl'd,  beneath,  their  filken  pennons  veil:   130 
Deceived  our  fellow  reptile  we  admire, 
His  bright  endorfement,  and  compact  attire, 
When  lo  !  the  latent  fprings  of  motion  play, 
And  rifing  lids  difclofe  the  rich  inlay  ; 
The  tifTued  wing  its  folded  membrane  frees,     135 
And  with  blithe  quavers  fans  the  gathering  breeze ; 
Elate  towards  heaven  the  beauteous  wonder  flies, 
And  leaves  the  mortal  wrapp'd  in  deep  furprize. 

So  when  the  Guide  led  Tobit's  youthful  heir, 
Elect,  to  win  the  feven  times  widow'dFair,       140 
The  angelic  form,  concealed  in  human  guife, 
Deceived  the  fearch  of  his  aflbciate's  eyes  •, 
Till   fwift   each  charm  burfts  forth  like  ifiuing 

flame, 
And  circling  rays  confefs  his  heavenly  frame ; 

VER.  127.  Or  nvbo  a  twofold]  Of  this  kind  are  beetles  and 
lady-cows;  and  nothing  can  be  more  entertaining  than  to  fee 
them,  by  a  furprizing  machinery  of  little  fprings  and  hinges, 
erecl:  the  fmooth  covering  of  their  backs,  and  unfolding  their 
wings  that  were  moft  neatly  difpofed  within  their  cafes,  pre 
pare  for  flight 

The 
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The  zodiac  round  his  wade  divinely  turns,       145 
And  waving  radiance  o'er  his  plumage  burns  : 
In  awful  tranfports  rapt,  the  youth  admires, 
While  light  from  earth  the  dazzling  fhape  afpires. 

O  think,  if  fuperficial  fcenes  amaze, 
And  even  the  ftill  familiar  wonders  pleafe,         150 
Thefe  but  the  fketch,  the  garb,  the  veil  of  things, 
Whence  all  our  depth  of  ihallow  fcience  fprings; 
Think,  fhould  this  curtain  of  OMNISCIENCE  rife, 
Think  of  the  fight !  and  think  of  the  furprize  ! 

Scenes 

VER.  149.  O  think]  But  what  is  there  in  nature  that  is 
hot  equally  furprizing  ?  We  are  afhamed  not  to  account  for 
objects  that  are  daily  obvious  to  our  fenfes ;  and  yet  every 
work  of  the  DEITY 

VER.  151.  Thefe  lut  the Jketch]  in  many  refpefts,  is  to  us 
as  really  incomprehensible  as  the  Divine  OPERATOR;  for 
who  can  give  rule  or  meafure  to  the  works  of  an  Infinite 
Artift  ?  And  if  we  only  fuperficially  behold,  and  reafon  from 
the  qualities  of  things 

VER.  153.  Think,  Jbould this  curtain]  were  this  veil  at  once 
laid  afide,  how  infupportably  confpicuous  would  the  fullnefs 
of  Infinite  Wifdom  and  EfTential  Beauty  appear  ;  pouring  on 
our  weak  and  unequal  fenfes !  We  fhould  then  be  convinced 
ef  the  equal  folly  and  impiety  of  prefumption  on  one  fide  ; 
or  fcepticifin  on  the  other  :  of  pretending  to  know  all  things  ; 
or  (becaufe  we  know  not  all  things)  of  inferring  that  nothing 
is  to  be  known. 

Our  reafon  indeed  is  not  infallible  ;  but  neither  is  it  ufe- 
lefs :  reafon,  throughout  its  fphere  of  knowledge,  perceives  a 
wifdom  and  art  that  is  obvious,  and  inimitable;  and  hence 
cannot  avoid  to  infer,  that  the  fame  wifdom  and  art  is  univer- 
fal;  and  that  there  muft  be  ONE  SOLE  OMNIPRESENT  and 
ADORABLE  ARTIST.  But  when  reafon  attempts  a  higher 
pitch,  and  forms  to  itfelf  independent  fchemes  of  the  courfes 

H  2  of 
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Scenes  inconceivable,  efiential,  new,  155 

Whelm'd    on    our    foul,    and   lightning   on  our 

view  ! — 

How  would  the  vain  difputing  wretches  (brink, 
And  fhivering,  wifh  they  could  no  longer  think ; 
Reject  each  model,  each  reforming  fcheme, 
No  longer  dictate  to  the  GRAND  SUPREME,  160 
But  waking,    wonder   whence    they    dared   to 

dream  ! 

All  is  phenomenon,  and  type  on  earth, 
Replete  with  facred  and  myfterious  birth, 

Deep 

of  nature,  or  fitnefTes  of  things ;  nothing  can  be  more  vain 
than  fuch  a  dictating  arrogance. 

That  there  is,  and  ever  will  be,  a  fitnefs  and  propriety  in 
things,  is  evident  even  to  reafon  ;  becaufe  reafon  perceives 
fufficient  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs,  to  demonftrate  that  Wifdom 
and  Goodnefs  now  are,  and  ever  will  be,  the  fole  directing 
principles.  But  to  fay  to  what  infinitely  wife  and  good 
purpofes  fuch  direction  tends  ;  to  fay  how  far,  and  in  what 
particulars,  the  nature  of  fuch  tendency  may  alter  the  ap 
pearance  of  fitnefs  in  things  ;  To  as  to  determine  what  now 
is,  or  hereafter  may  befit,  poffible,  or  impoffible;  is  gene 
rally  as  abfurd  as  to  attempt  to  grafp  the  univerfe  in  our 
hand,  or  circumfcribe  immenfity  with  a  carpenter's  com- 
pafs. 

Hence  this  one  great  truth  is  evident,  that  though  our  rea 
fon  apprehends  a  propriety  and  fitnefs  in  the  relations  of 
many  things  and  actions  both  natural  and  moral,  yet  as 
we  cannot  comprehend  the  whole  of  INFINITE  WISDOM • 

VER.  162.  All  is  phenomenon]  there  is  doubtlefs  a  further 
defign,  and  more  latent  fitnefs  and  beauty  in  things  and 
their  relations,  than  we  can  apprehend  or  are  aware  of:  and 
as  this  fitnefs  may  be  relative  in  refpecl  cf  duration,  and  in 

refpeft 
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Deep  from  our  fearch,  ox-hed  from  our  (bar; 
And  Reafon's  talk  is,  only  to  ADORE.  165 

Who    that    beholds    the    fummer's    glittering 

fwarms, 
Ten  thoufand  thoufand  gaily  gilded  forms, 

In 

refpect  of  the  difference  between  the  prefent  and  future  ftate 
of  things ;  many  things  may  now  appear  unfit  and  improper 
in  our  way  of  thinking,  which  in  reality  are  moft  perfective 
of  future  infinitely  wife  and  directing  purpofes,  to  which  our 
notions  are  by  no  means  adequate. 

What  has  been  here  offered  in  the  way  of  hypothecs,  is  evi 
dently  rational ;  but  when  more  nearly  attended  to,  will  ad 
mit  of  the  higheft  demonftration  :  for  either  there  is  a  pi  cfent 
abfolute  fitncfs  in  things  ;  or  a  fitnefs  in  future,  that  is,  in 
profpect  or  tendency,  and  only  relative  here  to  what  muft 
be  abfolute  hereafter.  But  if  there  were  an  abfolute  fitnefa 
in  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,,  there  could  then  be  no  change 
in  any  thing ;  fince  what  is  beft  can  never  change  to  better : 
but  things  do  change,  and  mult  therefore  have  a  prefent  re 
lative  fitnefs,  tending  to,  and  productive  of  fome  future,  ab 
folute,  and  unchangeable  fitnefs  or  perfection  ;  to  which  this 
prefent  relative  fitnefs  is  by  a  moral,  wife,  and  orderly  ni 
fity,  precedent. 

The  fum  of  all  (which  has  fo  long  and  copioufly  employed 
the  pens  of  the  learned)  is  this,  —  Firft,  That  there  is  a  pre 
fent  fitnefs  or  beauty  fufficiently  obvious  in  things,  to  demon- 
ftrate  an  OVER- RULING  WISDOM.  —  Secondly,  That  this 
OVER-RULING  WISDOM,  or  GO-D,  now  does,  and  ever  will 
conduct  all  things  for  the  beft. — But,  thirdly,  Since  things 
change,  they  cannot  be  now  in  their  ftate  of  perfection. — 
Therefore,  fourthly,'  There  muft  be  fome  other  or  future  ftate, 
to  which  all  things  tend  and  are  directed,  for  the  final  and  un- 
igeable  perfection  of  all  things. 

VER.  166.  Who  that  beholds]  If  any  thing  in  the  preceding 
lines  feems  too  much  tindured  with  myftery  ;  I  muft  beg; 
"  ;ave  to  aflc  the  enemies  of  myftery,  were  it  not  for  repeated  • 
rxperience,  whether  every  thing  in  nature  would  not  appear 
a  myftery  ?  or,  whether,  when  they  contemplate  a  gnat  or 
butterfly,  Sec.  they  can  perceive,  by  the  bare  light  of  nature 

H  3  or 
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In  volant  dance  of  mix'd  rotation  play, 

Bafk  in  the  beam,  and  beautify  the  day ; 

Who'd  think  thefe  airy  wantons  ib  adorn,         170 

Were  late  his  vile  antipathy  and  fcorn, 

Prone  to  the  duft,  or  reptile  thro'  the  mire, 

And  ever  thence  unlikely  to  afpire  ? 

Or  who  with  tranfient  view,  beholding,  loaths 

Thofe    crawling  feds,    whom    vileft    femblance 

cloaths  -9  175 

Who,  with  corruption,  hold  their  kindred  (late, 
As  by  contempt,  or  negligence  of  fate  ^ 
Could  think,  that   fuch,    reversM    by    wondrous 

doom, 

Sublimer  powers  and  brighter  forms  afTume  ; 
From  death,  their  future  happier  life  derive,      1 80 
And  tho'  apparently  entomb'd,  revive  j 

pr  reafon,  the  relation  its  prefent  ftate  and  form  bears  to  the 
feveral  changes,  ftates,  and  forms,  through  which  it  has  pafT- 
ed,  all  in  appearance  as  diftindl  as  difference  could  make 
them  ? 

VER.  174.  Or  ewho  'with  tranfant  <vie<w\  or,  whether,  by 
contemplating  an  animalcule's  egg,  they  can  forefee  that  this 
will  produce  a  maggot  or  caterpillar,  &c.  that  the  maggot  or 
caterpillar  will  build  its  own  fepulchre;  (and  having  con 
tinued  therein  for  a  certain  term,  in  an  apparent  ftate  of  mor 
tality,  and  laid  afide  its  former  limbs  and  organized  members) 
will  at  length  break  through  the  gates  of  death,  and  put  on  a 
ftate  and  form  of  higher  beauty  and  perfection,  than  could 
enter  into  any  heart  to  conceive,  or  could  have  employed  the 
Breams  of  the  deepefl  philofopher?-— 

Chang'd, 
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Chang'd,  thro*  amazing  tranfmigration  rife, 

And  wing  the  regions  of  unwonted  fkies ; 

So  late  deprefs'd,  contemptible  on  earth, 

Now  elevate  to  heaven  by  fecond  birth  ?  185 

No  fictions  here  to  willing  fraud  invite, 
Led  by  the  marvellous,  abfurd  delight ; 
No  golden  afs,  no  tale  Arabians  feign  ; 
Nor  flitting  forms  of  Nafo's  magic  ftrain, 
Deucalion's  progeny  of  native  (lone,  190 

Or  armies  from  Cadmean  harvefts  grown  ^ 
With  many  a  wanton  and  fantaftic  dream, 
The  Jawrel,  mulberry,  and  bafhful  iiream  ; 

VER.  1 86.  JVo  ffiians  bere\  How  would  the  refined  rea- 
foners  of  the  prefent  age  argue  againft  the  abfurdity  and  im- 
poflibility  of  luch  unaccountable  contradictions,  were  not  the 
fafts  too  obvious  to  fenfe  and  perpetual  experience  to  be  dif- 
puted  ,;  facts  altogether  as  wonderful,  though  not  fo  fabulous, 
as  the 

'  VER.  iS8.    No  golden  a/s]    marvellous  mctamorphofes  in 
romance ;  or 

VER.  189.  Nor  flitting  forms']  thofe  of  Ovid,  in  his 
tales  of 

VER.  190.  Deucalion's  progeny}  Deucalion  and  Pyrrha  re- 
peopling  the  world  after  the  flood 

.     VER.    191.  Or  armies  from]  of  Cadmus    fowing    the  fer- 
pent's  teeth,  from  whence  fprung  armed  men 

VER.  193.  The  lawrel}  of  Daphne 

VER.  193.  Mulberry']  Pyramus  and  Thilbe— 
VJR.  193.  And bafljful ftream\  Arethufa 

H  4  Arachnr. 
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Arachne  Ihrunk  beneath  Tritonia's  rage  ; 
Tithonus  changed  and  garrulous  with  age. 
Not  fuch  mutations  deck  the  chafter  fong, 
Adorn'd    with    Nature,    and    with   Truth  made 

ilrohg  ; 

No  debt  to  fable,  or  to  fancy  due, 
And  only  wondrous  facts  reveaPd  to  view. 

Tho'  numberlefs  thefe  infect,  tribes  of  air,      200 
Tho'  numberlefs  each  tribe  an^i  Species  fair, 
Who  wing  the  noon,  and  brighten  in  the  blaze, 
Innumerous  as  the  fands  which  bend  the  feas  ^ 
Thefe  have   their   organs^    arts,    and  arms,  ..and 

tools, 

And  functions  exercifed  by  various  rules ;         205 
The  faw,  axe,  auger,  trowel,  piercer,  drill ; 
The  neat  alembick,  and  nectareous  ilill : 

VER.    194..    Arachne  Jkriink~\-    Arachne    turned-   into    a 
ipider  ••— — - 

VER.  195.  Titffonus  clang d~\  and  Tithonus  to  a  graff- 
hopper. 

VER.  204.  Thefe  have  their  organs^'  However  merry  or  hy 
perbolical  thefe  aflenions  may  appear,  in  refpeft  of  creatures, 
whom  our  ignorance,  or  want  of  infpeclion,  have  rendered 
defpicable  to  us  ;  there  is  nothing  more  certain,  than  that 
they  have  more  trades  and  utenfils  than  are  here  fpecine<l. 
The  inimitable  finenefs,  and  'mathematical  proportion  of 
their  works,  is  a  double  demonflration  of  their  fkill,  and  the 
accuracy  of  their  inftruments  ;  to  which  the  moil  exquifite 
m an u fad urc  of  man  may  bear  jufi  fuch  relation,  as  a  cum 
brous  windmill  to  the  neateft  tool  or  machine  in  a  watch 
maker's  fhop 

Their 


B    O    O    K      V.  io- 

Their  peaceful  hours  the  loom  and  diftafF  know  ;  ' 

But  war,  the  force  ar.d  fury  of  the  foe, 

The  fpear,  the  fauchion,  and  the  martial  mail,  210 

And 'artful  ttratagem  where  ftren^tk  may  fail. 

Each  tribe  peculiar  occupations  claim, 

Peculiar  beauties  deck  each  varying  frame; 

Ate  ire  and  food  peculiar  are  afligned, 

And  means  to  propagate  their  varying  kind.    2  r  ; 

Each  as  reflecting  on  their  primal  (late, 
Or  fraught  with  fcientific  craft  innate, 
With  confcious  (kill  their  oval  embryon  flied, 
Where  native  firft  their  infancy  was  fed: 
Or  on  fome  vegetating  foliage  glued  ;  220 

Or  o'er  the  flood  they  fp  read  their  future  brood ; 
A  (lender  cord  the  floating  jelly  binds, 
Eludes  the  wave,  and  mocks  the  warring  winds ;  - 

VER.  216.  Each  as  reflefting]  No  lefs  admirable  is  their 
reafon,  precaution,  initindl,  or  what  you  pleafc  to  call  their 
care  and  {kill,  in  the  difpofition  of  their  eggs  or  embryo  ; 
not  fcattered  at  random,  but  fituated  agreeable  to  the  nature 
of  every  fpecies,  in  fuch  places,  and  among  fuch  fupplies  of 
nutriment,  as  will  alone  contribute  to  the  perfection,  and 
be  acceptable  to  the  feveral  appetites  of  their  young 
ones 

VER.  220.  Or  on  fome  vegetating  foliage]  if  on  the  leaves 
of  vegetables,  then  fituated  and  giued  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
not  to  be  fubjeft  to  the  influence  of  winds  or  rain 

VER.  222.  A  Jlendcr  ccrd}  For  the  mathematical  order  in 
which  gnats  difpofe  their  eggs  or  fperm  on  the  water,  vide 
Derham's  Phyf.  Theology,  fig.  IX.  and  X 

O'er 
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O'er  this  their  fperm  in  fpiral  order  lies, 
And  pearls  in  living  ranges  greet  our  eyes.        225 
In  firmed  oak  they  fcoop  a  ipacious  tomb, 
And  lay  their  embryo  in  the  fpurious  womb  : 
Some  flowers,  fome   fruit,  Ibme   gems,  or  blof- 

foms  chufe, 

And  confident  their  darling  hopes  infufe; 
While  fome  their  eggs  in  ranker  carnage  lay,    230 
And  to  their  young  adapt  the  future  prey. 

Mean  time  the  fun  his  foilering  warmth  be 
queaths, 

Each  tepid  air  its  motive  influence  breaths, 
Myfterious  fprings  the  wavering  life  fupply, 
Andquickning  births  unconfcious  motion  try;  235 
Mature  their  (lender  fences  they  difown, 
And  break  at  once  into  a  world  unknown. 


VER.  226.  In  firmeft  oak~\  And  fo,  in  like  manner,  the 
various  receptacles  which  are  fuitable  to  the  fperm  of  each 
fpecies,  are  almoft  infinite  ;  and  yet  the  art  and  prophetic 
precaution,  which,  by  a  feveral  and  diftincl  method,  is  pe 
culiar  to  each,  carries  the  air  of  as  much  wifdom  and  impor 
tance,  as  if  the  harmony  and  connection  of  nature  had  de 
pended  on  the  regular  and  uniform  propagation  of  every  fe- 
yeral  feft  or  fpecies 

VER.  232.  Mean  time  the  fun]  The  generality  of  thefe  won 
derful  animals  having  thus  performed  all  the  requiiites,  take 
no  further  care  for  their  young;  but  (like  the  oilrich,  who 
covers  her  eggs  with  the  fands)  they  are  fenfible  their  duty 
is  over,  and  leave  the  reft  to  the  clemency  of  the  feafons,  and 
the  fufficiency  of  nature,  who,  in  thefe  inilances,  renders  all 
further  caution  needlefs  < 

*  All 
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All  by  their  dam's  prophetic  care  receive 
Whate'er  peculiar  indigence  can  crave : 
Profufe  at  hand  the  plenteous  table's  fpread,    240 
And  various  appetites  are  aptly  fed. 
Nor  lefs  each  organ  fuits  each  place  of  birth, 
Finn'd  in  the  flood,  or  reptile  o'er  the  earth  j 
Each  organ,  apt  to  each  precarious  (late, 
As  for  eternity  defigned  complete. 

VER.  240.  Profufe  at  band]  and  alone  furnifhes  and  pro 
vides  for  all,  with  a  more  than  parental  care  and  ten- 
dernefs 

VER.  243.  Nor  lefs  each  organ}  But  among  all  the  inftances 
of  a  univerlal  and  benign  PROVIDENCE,  nothing  can  be  more 
fignal  or  cxpreffive  of  the  EXTENSIVE  GOODNESS  than  the 
occafional  and  temporary  parts  and  organs  of  many  animals 
in  their  changeable  ftate,  ftill  accommodated,  fuited,  and 
adapted  with  the  moft  circumftantial  and  minute  exadtnefs  to 
the  immediate  manner  and  convenience  of  their  exiftence  ; 
and  yet  as  immediately  miftedand  thrown  afide  upon  the  ani 
mal's  commencing  a  new  ftate  and  fcene  of  adlion,  and  a  iett 
of  limbs  and  garniture  furnilhed  de  novo,  as  it  were  a  new 
fuit  of  clothes  fitted  and  contrived  agreeable  to  every  feafon. 
This  obfervation  may  have  efcaped  many,  who  thought  it 
beneath  them  to  inquire  into  the  oeconomy  of  thefe  minute 
animals ;  but  it  is  obvious  to  all  perfons  in  the  tadpole  eftate  of 
frogs,  who,  in  their  minority,  are  provided  with  a  fin-like 
tail,  which  feems  to  conftitute  the  chief  part  of  their  bulk, 
but  drops  off  as  the  growing  limbs  extend,  and  gives  notice 
that  its  continuance  is  fuperfiuous  and  unnecefTary. 

Though  the  ftate  and  conducl  of  thefe  animals,  as  here  de- 
fcribed,  may  be  looked  on  as  allegoricrj,  and  reprefentative 
of  the  prefent  ftate  of  man  and  his  future  hopes  ;  yet  the 
cafe  with  them  is  already  real,  and  their  change  and  refur- 
reclion  moft  evident  to  fenje.  The  moment  they  are 
hatched-  . 

Thus 
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Thus  nurs'd,  theft  inconfiderate  wretches  grow, 
Take  all  as  due,  ftill  thoughtlefs'  that  they  ow^. 

When  lo !  ftrange  tidings  prompt  each  fecret 

breaft, 

And  whifper  wonders  not  to  be  expreft  -, 
Each  owns  his  error  in  his  later  cares,  250 

And  for  the  new  unthought  of  world  prepares  : 
New  views,  new  taftes,  new  judgments  are   ac 
quired, 

And  all  now  loath  delights  fo  late  admired. 
In  confidence  the  folemn  fhroud  they  weave, 
Or  build  the  tomb,  or  dig  the  deadly  grave ;     255 
Intrepic\  there  refign  their  parting  breath, 
And  give  their  former  fhape  the  fpoils  of  death ; 

VER.  246.  Thus  nurs'd]  they  fet  about  pampering  their 
little  carcafes,  without  any  other  apparent  thought  or  con 
cern— 

VER.  248.  When  lo]  within  a  certain  period  of  time, 
they  conceive  a  difrelifh  to  all  part  enjoyment,  and  by  a  pro 
found  reverie,  feem,  as  it  were,  ftudious  of  fome  great  event. 
During  this  interval,  new  judgments  are  acquired,  and  re- 
folutions  taken ;  they  forefee  and  rejoice  at  their  approach 
ing  mortality 

VER.  254.  In  confidence]  they  frame  and  prepare  the  man- 
fions  of  death  with  the  fame  chearful  alacrity  and  elegance, 
as  a  bridal  chamber,  6r  wedding  garment  - 

VER.  257.  And  give  their  former  Jhape]  here  the  texture  of 
their  former  organs  fuffers  an  actual  diffolution ;  and  what 
ever  the  principle  of  regeneration  be,  a  new,  and,  in  appear 
ance,  a  quite  different  creature,  is  conceived  from  the  re 
mains  of  the  old  one—- - 

But 
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But  recor.ceived  as  in  a  fecond  womb, 

Thro'  metamorphofes,  new  forms  aflame  : 

On  death  their  true  exalted  life  depends,  260 

Commencing  there,  where  feemingly  it  ends. 

The  fullnefs  now  of  circling  time  arrives; 
Each  from  the  long,  the  mortal  deep  revives ; 
The  tombs  pour  forth  their  renovated  dead, 
And,  like  a  dream,  all  former  fcenes  are  fled.  265 
But  O!  what  terms  exprefllve  may  relate 
The  change,   the   fplendor  of  their  new  form'd 

ftate? 

Their  texture  nor  compofed  of  filmy  fkin, 
Of  cumbrous  fiefn  without,  or  bone  within, 
But  fomething  than  corporeal  more  refined,     270 
And  agile  as  their  blithe  informing  mind. 
In  every  eye  ten  thoufand  brilliants  blaze, 
And  living  pearls  the  vaft  horizon  gaze  j 

Gemm'd 

VF.R.  262.  'The  fullnefs  now]  their  confummation  is  at 
hand 

VER.  264.  The  tombs  pour  forth]  their  fepulchres  give  way; 
they  fpring  forth,  and  wing  the  air  in  inexpreffible  beauty  and 
magnificence. 

VER.  268.  Their  texture]  Infefta  non  videntur  nervos  hat 
here,  nee  ofla,  nee  fpinas,  nee  cartilaginem,  nee  pinguia, 
nee  carnes,  nee  cruftam  quidem  fragilem,  ut  qua^dam  marina, 
nee  quce  jure  dicaturcutis  :  fed  media;  cujufdam  inter  omnia 
haec  naturae  corpus.  Plin.  Nat.  Hift.  lib.  xi.  cap.  4. 

VER.  272.  In  rvery  eye}  Thcfe  creatures,  though,  in  ap 
pearance,  they  have  but  two  eyes,  are  really  multocular. 

Every 
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Gernm'd  o'er  their  heads  the  mines  of  India  gleam, 
And  heaven's   own   wardrobe    has  array'd    their 
frame;  275 

Each  fpangkd  back  bright  fprinklingfpecks  adorn, 
Each  plume  imbibes  the  rofy  tinctured  morn  ; 
Spread  on  each  wing  the  florid  feafons  glow, 
Shaded  and  verg'd  with  the  celeftial  bow, 
Where  colours  blend  an  ever  varying  dye,        280 
And  wanton  in  their  gay  exchanges  vie. 

Not  all  the  glitter  fops  and  fair  ones -prize, 
The  pride  of  fools,  and  pity  of  the  wife  ; 
Not  all  the  mew  and  mockery  of  date, 
The  little,  low,  fine  follies  of  the  great ;  285 

Not  all  the  wealth  which  eaftern  pageants  wore, 
What  ftill  our  idolizing  worlds  adore ; 
Can  boaft  the  leaft  inimitable  grace, 
Which  decks  profufive  this  illuftrious  race. 

Hence  might  the  fong  luxuriant  range  around, 
Or  plunge  the  nether  ocean's  dread  profound  -9  291 
There  -mete  Leviathan's  enormous  length, 
Adorn'd  with  terrors,  and  unmatch'd  in  ftrength, 

Every  lens  (of  which  there  are  an  innumerable  number)  is  a 
diitinft  eye,  which  has  a  branch  of  the  optic  nerve  miniftring 
to  It ;  by  which  provifion  no  object  efcapes  them;  they  at 
once  view  almoft  all  round  them ;  and  as  their  eyes  are  im 
movable,  this  multiplicity  amply  fupplies  the  abfence  of  the 
motory  nerves. 

the 
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The  fea  his  pool  of  paftime  when  he  bathes, 

And  tempefts  ifiue  while  his  noftril  breathes.    295 

See  where  Behemoth's  pillar'd  fabric  (lands ! 
His  (hade  extenfive  cools  the  diftant  lands ; 
Encamp'd,  an  army  on  his  fhoulder  lies, 
And  o'er  his  back  proud  citadels  arifc. 

But  vain  thofe  gifts,  thofe  graces  to  relate,    300 
Which  all  perceive,  and  envy  deems  complete. 
"  O  Nature!"  cries  the  wretch  of  human  birth, 
"  O  why  a  ftep-dame  to  this  lord  of  earth  ? 
"  To  brutes  indulgent  bends  thy  partial  care, 
"  While  juft  complainings  fill  our  natal  air.      305 
cc  Helplefs,  uncloathed,  the  pride  of  nature  lies, 
"  And  Heaven  relentlefs  hears  his  viceroy's  cries, 
"  O  wherefore  not  with  native  bounties  blefs'd, 
"  Nor  thus  in  humble  poor  dependance  drefs'd  ? 


VER.  300.  But  <vain  tbofe  gifti\  Cujus  caufa  videtur  cun&a 
alia  genuine  Natura,  magna  &  feva  mercede  contra  tanta  fua 
munera;  ut  non  fit  fatis  asilimare,  parens  melior  homini,  an 
triiHor  noverca  fuerit 

VER.  304.  To  brutes  indulgent]  Ante  omnia  unum  ani- 
mniuium  cun£lorum,  alienis  velat  opibus :  caeteris  varie  tegu- 
mcnta  tribuit ;  teftas,  cortices,  coria,  fpinas,  villcs,  fetas, 
pilos,  plumam,  pennas,  fquamas,  vellera.  Truncos  etiam  ar- 
borefque  cortice,  interdum  gemino,  a  frigoribus  &  calore  tu- 
tata  eih  Hominem  tantum  nudum,  &  in  nuda  humo,  natali 
die  abjicit  ad  vagitus  ftatim  &  ploratum,  nullumqufc  tot  ani- 
malium  aliud  ad  lacrymas,  Sc  has  protinus  vitse  principio. 
Plin.  Nat.  Hift.  L.  VII.  Proem. 

"  Give 
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<c  Give  me  the  felf-born  garb,  the  bark  of  trees,  3 10 

"  The  downy  feather,  and  the  wintry  fleece  -y 

"  The  crocodile's  invulnerable  fcale, 

"  Or  the  firm  tortoife's  impervious  mail ; 

"  The  ftrength  of  elephants,  the  rein  deer's  fpeed, 

*6  Fleet  and  elaftic  as  the  bounding  deed  ^         315 

"  The  peacock's  (late  of  gorgeous  plumage  add, 

tc  Gay  as  the  dove  in  golden  verdure  clad  ; 

"  Give  me  the  fcent  of  each  fagacious  hound, 

"  The  lynx's  eye,  and  linnet's  warbling  found  ; 

"  The  foaring  wing  and  fteerage  of  the  crane,  320 

"  And  fpare  the  toil  and  dangers  of  the  main  : 

"  O  why  of  thefe  thy  bounteous  goods  bereft, 

"  And  only  to  interior  Reafon  left  ? 

"  There,  there  alone,  I  blefs  thy  kind  decree ; 

<c  Nor  caufe  of  grief,  or  emulation  fee."  325 

Thus  needlefs  prayers  for  necdlefs  gifts  are  fent, 
And  man  is,  only  in  his  wants,  content ; 
Indocile  where  he  needs  inftruction  moft, 
His  only  error  is  his  only  boaft. 

Ye  felf-fufficient  fons  of  reafoning  pride         330 
Too  wife  to  take  OMNISCIENCE  for  your  guide, 
Thofe  rules  from  infects,  birds,  and  brutes  dif- 

cern9 

Which  from  the  MAKER  yon  difdain  to  learn  ! — 

The 
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The  facial  friendfhip,  and  the  firm  ally, 

The  filial  fanclitude,  and  nuptial  tie,  335 

Patience  in  want,  and  faith  to  perfevere, 

The  endearing  fentiment,  and  tender  care, 

Courage  o'er  private  intereft  to  prevail, 

And  die  all  Decii  for  the  public  weal. 

Nor  lefs  for  geometric  fchemes  renown'd,       340 
And  fkilPd  in  arts  and  fciences  profound, 
Their  textured  webs  with  matchlefs  craft  furprize, 
Their  buildings  in  amazing  ftruftures  rife  : 
To  them  each  clime,  and  longitude  is  known, 
Each  finds  a  chart  and  compafs  of  his  own  j      345 
They  judge  the  influence  of  every  ftar, 
And  calculate  the  feafons  from  afar ; 
Thro*  devious  air  purfue  the  certain  way, 
Nor  ever  from  the  Confcious  Dictate  ftray. 
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"  \7*  E  human  offsprings  of  diftinguifh'd  birth, 

'c     $ 

-*-     So  juftly  fubftituted  lords  of  earth  ; 

"  Who  boafl  thefeal  of  higheft'  heaven  imprefs'd, 

"  Thence  with  fupremacy  of  reafon  blefs'd, 

"  Attend  the  fong,  and  vindicate  your  claim  !     5 

"  Recall  your  anceilry  of  antique  fame, 

"  Prime  artizans  of  each  fagacions  craft, 

"  The  curious  model,  or  defigning  draft, 

"  All  talents  technical  for  each  device, 

"  The  Ikilful  fabrick,  and  the  texture  nice  !      10 


" 
" 


Or,  if  ye  pride  in  fcience  more  refined, 
Judicial  product  of  the  ftudious  mind, 
<6  The  fcheme  politic,  or  the  moral  plan, 
"  To  form  the  conduft,  or  the  heart  of  man  ; 

«6  Attend 
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<<  Attend  the  depth  of  maxims  which  enfue,       15 
"  More  than  e'er  Solon,  or  great  Cecil  knew ; 
"  The  moral,  with  diviner  precepts  fraught, 
"  Than  (lories,  or  than  eaftern  magi  taught.'* 

FIRST  let  the  botanift  his  art  forego, 
And  o'er  the  mountain  trace  the  Cretan  Doe  :    20 
Behold  the  critic  (land  with  curious  mien, 
And  cull  the  virtues  of  the  various  green, 
Secrete  her  foliage  from  the  noxious  weed, 
And  confcious  of  her  fkill  fecurely  feed  ! 

Where  did  this  Sylvan  Leach  her  lore  acquire, 
From  .ZEfculapius,  or  his  Radiant  Sire  ?  26 

[  When  to  her  panting  flank  the  weapon  flies, 
I  And  deep  within  the  feather'd  mifchief  lies, 
She  feeks  the  well  known  medicine  of  the  plain, 
Nor  yet  defpairs  where  human  art  were  vain  ;     30 
Mild  thro'  her  frame  the  fovereign  balfams  glide, 
And  the  keen  fhaft  falls  guiltlefs  from  her  fide. 

Ye  wanderers  of  the  faithlefs  main  !  relate, 
Whofe  fcience  then  averts  impending  fate, 
When  haply  on  the  diftant  climate  thrown,          35 
Yc  view  ftrange  objects,  and  a  world  unknown ; 
Each  tree  uncouth,  with  foreign  fruitage  crown'd, 
And  unacquainted  plenty  blooming  round  : 

I  2  But 
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But  who  (hall  dare  with  rafh  adventurous  hand, 
To  pluck  the  bane  of  a  fufpeded  land?  40 

Half  famifh'd  they  devour  with  willful  eyes  ; 
But  fear  diffuades  to  tempt  the  dangerous  prize  : 
Yet  ftiouldi  they  fpy,  amid  the  fruitful  brake, 
The  fkilful  trace  of  fome  luxurious  beak, 
With  birds  their  elegant  repaft  they  (hare,          45 
And  blefs  the  learn'd  inhabitants  of  air. 

Bear,  bear  my  fong,  ye  raptures  of  the  mind ! 
Convey  your  bard  thro'  Nature  unconfined, 
Licentious  in  the  fearch  of  wifdom  range, 
Plunge  in  the  depth,  and  wanton  in  the  change;  50 
Waft  me  to  Tempe,  and  her  flowery  dale, 
Born  on  the  wings  of  every  tuneful  gale  j 
Amid  the  wild  profufions  let  me  ftray, 
And  (hare  with  Bees  the  virtues  of  the  day. 

Soon  as  the  matin  glory  gilds  the  ikies,  55 

Behold  the  little  Virtuofi  rife  ! 
Blithe  for  the  tafk,  they  preen  their  early  wing, 
And  forth  to  each  appointed  labour  fpring. 
Now  Nature  boon  exhales  the  morning  fteam, 
And  glows  and  opens  to  the  welcome  beam  j      60 
The  vivid  tribes  amid  the  fragrance  fly, 
And  every  art,  and  every  bufmefs  ply. 

Each 
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Each  chymift  now  his  fubtle  trunk  unfheathes, 
Where,    from    the    flower,    the   treafured  odour 

breathes  •, 

Here  fip  the  liquid,  here  felect  the  gum,  65 

And  o'er  the  bloom  with   quivering   membrane 

hum. 

Still  with  judicious  fcrutiny  they  pry, 
Where  lodg'd  the  prime  efiential  juices  lie; 
Each  lufcious  vegetation  wide  explore, 
Plunder  the  fpring  of  every  vital  ftore  :  70 

The  dainty  fuckle,  and  the  fragrant  thyme, 
By  chymical  reduction,  they  fublime  ; 
Their  fweets  with  bland  attempering  faction  drain, 
•And,  curious,  thro'  their  neat  alembicks  drain  ; 
Imbibed  reclufe,  the  pure  fecretions  glide,          75 
And  vital  warmth  concocts  the  ambrofial  tide. 

Inimitable  Art !  do  thou  atone 
The  long  loft  labours  of  the  Latent  Stone  ; 
Tho'  the  Five  Principles  fo  oft  tranfpire, 
Fined,  and  refined,  amid  the  torturing  fire.  80 

Like  iflue  fhould  the  daring  chymift  fee, 
Vain  imitator  of  the  curious  Bee, 
Nor  arts  improved  thro'  ages  once  produce 
A  fingle  drachm  of  this  delicious  juice. 
Your's  then,  indufti'ous  traders  !  is  the  toil,       85 
And  man's  proud  fcience  is  alone  to  fpoil. 

T  2  "  Sweet's 
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"  Sweet's  the  repaft  where  pains  have  fpread 

the  board, 

"  And  deep  the  fund  inceffant  labours  hoard ; 
"  A  friendly  arm  makes  every  burden  light ; 
"  And  weaknefs,  knit  by  union,  turns  to  might." 

Hail  happy  tribes !  illuftrious  people  hail !      9 1 
Whofe  forms  minute  fuch  facred  maxims  veil ; 
In  whofe  juft  conduct,  framed  by  wondrous  plan, 
We  read  revers'd  each  polity  of  man. 
Who  firfl  in  council  form'd  your  embryon  flate  ? 
Who  rofe  a  patriot  in  the  deep  debate  ?   -  9$ 

Greatly  propofed  to  reconcile  extremes, 
And  weave  in  unity  oppofing  fchemes  ? 
From  fears  inferr'djuft  reafon  of  defence, 
And  from  felf  intereft  rais'd  a  publick  fenfe;    100 
Then-pois'd  his  project  with  tranfpolmg  fcale, 
And  from  the  publick,  fliew'd  the  private  weal  1 
Whence  aptly  fumm'd,  thefe  politicians  draw 
The  truil  of  power,  'and  fanctitude  of  law ; 
Power  in  difpenfing  benefits  employed,  105 

And  healing  laws,  not  fuffer'd,  but  enjoy'd. 
The  members,  hence  unanimous,  combine 
To  prop  that  throne,  on  which  the  laws  recline ;  j 
The  law's  proteded  even  for  private  ends, 
Whereon  each  individual's  right  depends  j         i  iq 

Each 
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Each  individual's  right  by  union  grows, 
And  one  full  tide  for  every  member  flows; 
Each  member  as  the  whole  communion  great, 
Back'd  by  the  powers  of  a  defending  (late ; 
The  ftate  by  mutual  benefits  fecure,  1 15 

And  in  the  might  of  every  member  fure! 

The  publick  thus  each  private  end  purfues ; 
Each  in  the  publick  drowns  all  private  views : 
By  focial  commerce  and  exchange  they  live, 
Afiift  fupported,  and  receiving  give.  120 

High  on  her  throne,  the  bright  Imperial  Queen 
Gives  the  prime  movement  to  the  ftate  machine: 
She,  in  the  fubject,  fees  the  duteous  child  ; 
She,  the  true  parent,  as  the  regent  mild, 
With  princely  grace  invefted  fits  elate,  125 

Informs  their  conduct,  and  directs  the  ftate. 
Around,  the  drones  who  form  her  courtly  train, 
Balk  in  the  rays  of  her  aufpicious  reign ; 
Beneath,  the  fage  confulting  peers  repair, 
And  breathe  the  virtues  of  their  prince's  care ;  130 
Debating,  cultivate  the  publick  caufe, 
And  wide  difpenfe  the  benefit  of  laws. 

So  have  I  feen,  when  breathing  organs  blow, 
One  board  fonorous  fill  the  various  row  ; 

I  4  The 
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The  pipes  divide  the  unity  of  found,  135 

And  fpread  the  charms  of  fymphony  around. 

The  cluttering  populace  obfequious  wait, 
Or  fpeed  the  different  orders  of  the  ftate ; 
Here  greet  the  labourer  on  the  toilfome  way, 
And  to  the  load  their  friendly  fhoulder  lay ;       140 
Or  frequent  at  the  bufy  gate  arrive, 
And  fill  v/ith  amber-fweets  their  fragrant  hive; 
Or  feek  repairs  to  clofe  the  fractured  cell ; 
Or  fhut  the  waxen  wombs  where  embryos  dwell ; 
The  caterers  prompt,  a  frugal  portion  deal,       145 
And  give  to  diligence  a  haity  meal ; 
In  each  appointed  province  all  proceed. 
And  neatefl  order  weds  the  fwifteft  fpeed  ; 
Difpatch  flies  various  on  ten  thoufand  wings, 
And  joy  throughout  the  gladfome  region  rings.  150 

Diftinctly  canton'd  is  their  fpacious  dome : 
Here  infants  throb  within  the  quickening  comb  j 
Here  vacant  feats  invite  to  fvveet  repofe, 
And  here  the  tide  of  balmy  nectar  flows ; 
While  here  their  frugal  refervoirs  remain,         155 
And  not  one  act  of  this  republick's  vain. 

As  oft  the  North,  or  Gallia's  fruitful  coaft, 
Poured  forth  their  fons,  a  wide  fuperfluous  hod  ! 

To 
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To  diftant  climes  the  banded  legions  ftray'd, 
And  many  a  plan  of  future  empire  laid-,  160 

JJke  powers  thefe  wife  prolifick  people  fend, 
And  o'er  the  globe  their  colonies  extend. 

When    fwarms    tumultuous   claim  an    ampler 

fpace, 

And  thro*  the  flraitening  citadel  increafe, 
An  edicl  iiTued  in  this  grand  extreme,  165 

Proclaims  the  mandate  of  the  power  fupreme. 
Then  exiled  crouds  abjure  their  native  home, 
And  fad,  in  fearch  of  foreign  manfions  roam; 
A  youthful  emprefs  guides  their  airy  clan, 
And  wheels  and  (hoots  illuftrious  from  the  van.  1 70 
Fatigued  at  length,  they  wilh  fome  calm  retreat, 
The  rural  fettlement,  and  peaceful  (late ; 
When  man  prefents  his  hofpitable  fnare, 
And  wins  their  confidence  with  traitorous  care. 
Sufpicion  ever  flies  a  generous  bread-—  175 

Betrayed,  each  enters  an  unwary  gueft  •, 
Here  every  form  of  ancient  maxim  trace, 
And  emulate  the  glories  of  their  race. 

As  when  from  Tyre  imperial  Dido  fled, 
And  o'er  the  main  her  future  nation  led  j  180 

Then  (laid  her  hoft  on  Afric's  meted  land, 
And  in  (trait  bounds  a  mighty  empire  plann'd  : 

So 


112        UNIVERSAL    BEAUTY. 

So  works  this  rival  of  the  Tyrian  Queen  ; 
So  founds  and  models  with  affiduous  mien ; 
Inftru&s  with  little  to  be  truly  great,  1 85 

And  in  frnall  limits  forms  a  mighty  flate. 

Intent,  flie  wills  her  artifts  to  attend, 
And  from  the  zenith  bids  her  towers  defcend  : 
Nor  like  to  man's,  the  aerial  ftrudtures  rife  •, 
But  point  to  earth,  their  bafe  amid  the  fkies.     190 

Swift  for  the  tafk  the  ready  builders  part, 
Each  band  afilgned  to  each  peculiar  art ; 
A  troop  of  chymifts  fcour  the  neighbouring  field, 
While  fervile  tribes  the  cull'd  materials  wield, 
With  tempering  feet  the  laboured  cement  tread, 
And  dudlile  now  its  waxen  foliage  fpread.        196 
The  geometricians  judge  the  deep  defign, 
Direct  the  compafe,  and  extend  the  line ; 
They  fum  th^ir  numbers,  provident  of  fpace, 
And  fuit  each  edifice  with  anfwering  grace.       200 

Now  firft  appears  the  rough  proportion'd  frame, 
Rough  in  the  draught,  but  perfect  in  the  fcheme  v 
When  lo  !  each  little  Archimedes  nigh, 
Metes  every  angle  with  judicious  eye  j 
Adjufts  the  centering  cones  with  Ikill  profound, 
And  forms  the  'curious  hexagon  around.  206, 

The 
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The  cells  indors'd  with  double  range  adhere, 
Knit  on  the  fides,  and  guarded  on  the  rear ; 
Nought  of  itfelf,  with  circling  chambers  bound, 
Each  cell  is  form'd,  to  form  the  cells  around  5  210 
While  each  flill  gives  what  each  alike  demands, 
And  but  fupported  by  fupporting  (lands  ; 
Jointly  transferring,  and  transferred  exifts ; 
And,  as  by  magick  union,  all  fubfifts. 

Amazing  elegance  !  tranfcendent  art !  215 

Contrived  at  once  to  borrow,  and  impart ; 
In  action  notable,  as  council  great, 
Their  fabricks  rife,  juft  emblems  of  their  ftate. 

Nor  be  the  Wafp  exclufive  of  our  lays ; 
Tho*  in  a  foe,  ftill  merit  claims  its  praife,         220 
Claims  the  revealing  fong,  and  claims  the  light, 
Tho'  long  conceal'd  in  all  obfcuring  night. 
For  deep  thefe  fubterranean  tribes  retire, 
Nor  work  like  man,  that  mortals  may  admire  ; 
In  earth's  dark  womb  their  pompous  ftructures 
rife,  225 

Worthy  the  fight  of  HEAVEN'S  ALL-SEEING  EYES; 
While  they  reclufe,  o'er  nether  kingdoms  reign, 
And  wrapt  as  in  a  little  world  remain. 

Around  this  world  a  waxen  vault  extends, 
And  wide  like  yon  enfolding  concave  bends ;  230 

Magnifick 
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Magnifick  cupola!  on  either  hand, 
Unfolded,  two  myfterious  portals  ftand, 
Emblems  of  human  life,  precarious  (late, 
At  entrance  born,  and  dying  in  retreat. 
Thoufands  within  retiring  tafte  repofe  ;  235 

Or  thro'  the  flreets  the  bufy  concourfe  flows  : 
Yet  not  as  ours  their  coftly  pavements  fpread, 
But  high  on  terrafles  and  towers  they  tread, 
With  which  not  Roman  aqueducts  may  vie, 
Not  the  famed  gardens  pendant  from  the  fky  : 
Here  cities  piled  o'er  cities  may  be  feen,  241 

And.  fumptuous  intervals  difplayed  between, 
Where  columns  each  proud  architrave  fupport, 
And  form  the  pomp  of  many  an  ample  court; 
The  weight  thro'  ten  fucceffive  {lories  bear,      245 
And  to  the  top  the  incumbent  fabricks  rear. 


So  have  I  feen  in  all  the  pride  of  fliew, 
Some  fplendid  theatre  divide  below, 
With  charms  of  gay  machinery  furprize, 
Scenes  over  fcenes,  and  ftage  on  ftage  a  rife,    250 
Loft  in  the  glory  of  defending  fkies, 


i 


Not  fo  the  multipede  Aurelias  dwell, 
But  form,  fole  architects,  the  penfive  cell ; 
Like  Seers  of  old,  they  feek  fome  lonely  feat, 
And  from  the  vain  the  bufy  world  retreat ;      255 

Here 


BOOK      VI.  125 

Here  fondly  form  a  ftru&ure  of  their  own, 
And  bind  the  vault  of  folitary  (tone ; 
Or  clay,  or  timber,  oft  attempering,  mould, 
And  round  their  form  the  duftile  manfion  fold  ; 
Or  in  peculiar  occupations  fkill'd,  260 

A  wondrous  dome  of  filken  fabrick  build  : 
No  debt  to  foreign  implements  they  owe, 
But  from  thcmfelves  the  mantling  tifiues  flow; 
Themfelves  the  gorgeous  canopy  they  fpread, 
Themfelves  the  loom,  the  diilaff,  and  the  thread— 
The  thread  as  famed  Arachne's  texture  fine,    266 
When  thwart  the  morn  fhe  darts  her  floating  line, 
Or  fpins  the  fcheme  of  implicated  wiles, 
And  o'er  her  great  Newtonian  rival  fmiles ; 
Reveals  the  deep  xnigma  of  his  trade,  270 

And  fquares  the  circle  in  the  vernal  glade  ; 
The  fportive  plans  of  matchlefs  art  difplays, 
While  round,  and  round,   the  dexterous  wanton 
plays. 

How  might  the  fong  with  endlefs  rapture  pry,1 
Secluded  deep  where  latent  nations  lie,  275 

And  feared  from  man,  a  mighty  hunter,  fly  ? 
He  follows  panting  with  a  favage  joy, 
Rapt  in  his  favourite  tranfport  to  deftroy  : 
To  man,  even  man  becomes  a  mutual  prey  ; 
No  gain  can  fatiate,  and  no  limits  ftay  •,  280 

Down 
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Down  the  dread  depths  his  boundlefs  lucre  dives  5 

Warr'd  on  himfelf,  with  paftion  pafTion  ftrives. 

Ply  him,  ye  rangers  of  the  rolling  flood  ! 

Fly  him,  ye  fongfters  of  the  warbling  wood  ! 

Ye  dwellers  fubterrene,  the  tyrant  fly  !  285 

And  fafe  in  your  remote  afylums  lie, 

Where  mice,  innoxious  cottagers,  remain, 

Meek  in  the  covert  of  the  flowery  plain  ; 

Reclufe,  their  cautious  hermitage  explore, 

And  treafure  provident  the  wintery  ftore.  290 

With    kindred    crafts,     deep-mining    burroughs 

work, 

And  funk  amid  Dcedalean  labyrinths  lurk ; 
Their  various  habitation  nightly  change, 
And  thro'  a  length  of  mazed  apartments  range. 

The  Beaver  too,  great  architect !  immured,  295 
With  his  aflbciate  train  retires  fecured ; 
Their  wary  manfion  elegantly  ftands, 
Where  the  fmooth  Itream  or   fmiling  lake  ex 
pands, 

Whofe  gentle  wave  in  friendly  vifit  glides^ 
And  fwells  the  tenement  with  grateful  tides.     300 
Two  pofterns  gape  with  deep  deceit  below, 
And  o'er  the  pafs  fair  mantling  waters  flow ; 
Evafive  whence,  they  fcape  the  dangerous  train, 
Or  wide  expatiate  on  the  yielding  plain  $ 

i  Thro' 
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Thro'  trading  currents  fail  to  diftant  fhores,     305 
Or  homeward  laden  with  returning  (lores. 
Laborious  here,  they  hew  the  founding  wood, 
And  lift  the  prize  triumphant  o'er  the  flood  ; 
Here,  lightly  fome  virnineous  burdens  bear, 
Or  jointly  here  the  ponderous  rafter  ihare :       310 
Spread  o'er  their  tails,    they   waft  the  temper'd 

clay, 

And  deep,  and  broad,  their  firm  foundations  lay ; 
Afilgn  each  chamber  its  commodious  fize, 
Till  rooms  o'er  rooms  and  trodden  ceilings  rife ; 
Their  tail  the  trowel,  as  adorning  train,  315 

Their  teeth  the  faw,  the  chifiel,  and  the  plane. 

While  ardent  Sirius  fhoots  a  thirfly  ray, 
And  Autumn  yet  withholds  retreating  day, 
They  range  at  large,  and  gambol  thro'  the  dream, 
Frifk  on  the  beach,  or  batten  in  the  beam  ;         320 
Or  Nature's  bounteous  vegetation  tafte, 
And  opportune  indulge  the  tranfient  feafc. 
But  when  pale  Phofphor  points  the  morning  gale, 
Curls  on  the  wave  and  chills  along  the  vale, 
Domeftick  cares  their  conicious  bread  employ ;  325 
The  frolick  hours  and  lufcious  banquets  cloys 
Intent  they  furnilh  the  prophetick  hoard, 
And  pile  the  treafures  of  their  homely  board, 

With 
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With  friendfhip's  charm  beguile  the  fallen  year, 
And  barter  luxury  for  focial  cheer.  336 

For  them  Aftrea  holds  the  impartial  fcale, 
Her  frugal  hands  unenvied  portions  deal ; 
Health  quaffs  fatiety  from  Nature's  bowl ; 
Peace  gives  the  conftant  banquet  of  the  foul ; 
High  in  the  midft  chafte  Temperance  is  crown'd, 
And  Time  leads  on  the  failing  Hours  around.  336 

THOU     AWFUL    DEPTH    OF    WISDOM    UNEX 
PLORED  ! 

THOU  HEIGHT,  where  never  human  fancy  foared! 
SUPREME  IRRADIANCE  !  fpeed  the  diftantray, 
Far  fpeed  the  dawn  of  thy  internal  day;  340 

And  O !  if  fuch,  inform  the  favourite  line, 
And  be  the  praife  as  infpiration  THINE  ! 

Say  !  when  the  neft  THY  little  Halcyons  form, 
Brood  on  the  wave,    and    mock  the  threatening 

ftorm; 

Who  quells  the  rage  of  thy  reluctant  main,       345 
Cr  o'er  thy  winter  throws  a  lordly  rein  ? 
Lulls  the  rock'd  manfion  on  the  numbering  tide, 
And  bids  the  care  of  guardian  depths  fubfide  ? 
Till,  volatile,  the  new  fledg'd  infants  rife ; 
The  furge  mounts  free,  and  breaks  upon  the  flues. 

ETERNAL 
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ETERNAL!  THINE  is  every  round  of  time,     351 
The  circling  feaibn,  and  the  varying  clime ; 
THINE  !  every  dictate  of  the  confcious  brcaft ; 
THINE!  every  texcure  of  the  genial  ncft, 
•  The  oval  embryon,  and  the  foftering  ray  ;         355 
And  THINE  the  life  that  ftrugglrs  into  day  ! 

To  THEE  THY  callow  importuners  cry, 
Gracious  THY  EAR,  and  bounteous  THY  SUPPLY  j 
TTill  the  flown  choirs  the  revel  confort  raife, 
And  hymn  to  HEAVEN  the  rhapfody  of  praife !  560 

Difpers'd  thro*  every  copfe,  or  marfhy  plain, 
Where  haunts  the  woodcock,  or  the  annual  crane, 
Where  elfe  encamp'd  the  feather'd  legions  fpread, 
Or  bathe  incumbent  pn  their  oozy  bed, 
The  brimming    lake    THY    SMILING  PRESENCE 

fills,  365 

And  waves  the  banners  of  a  thoufand  hills. 
THOU   fpeed'ft  the  fummons  of  THY  WARNING 

VOICE  | 

ring'd  at  THY  WORD,  the  diftant  troops  rejoice, 
From  every  quarter  fcour  the  fields  of  air, 
And  to  the  general  rendezvous  repair  :  370 

Each  from  the  mingled  rout  difparting  turns, 
.nd  with  the  love  of  kindred  plumage  burns : 
'HY  POTENT  WILL  inftinctive  bofoms  feel, 
nd  here  arranging  femilunar,  wheel  5 
VOL.  I.  K  Cr 
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Or  marlhaird  here  the  painted  rhomb  difplay,  375 
Or  point  the  wedge  that  cleaves  the  aerial  way  : 
Uplifted  on  THY  WAFTING  BREATH  they  rife; 
THOU  paveft  the  regions  of  the  pathlefs  ikies, 
Thro'   boundlefs   trafts    fupport'ft  the  journey'd 

hoft, 

And  point'ft  the  voyage  to  the  certain  coaft  •,    380 
THOU  the  fure  COMPASS,  and  the  SEA  they  fail, 
The  CHART,  the  PORT,  the  STEERAGE,  and  -the 

GALE  ! 

Thus  thro'  the  maze  of  THY  ETERNAL  ROUNE?, 
Thro5  yon  fteep  heaven,  and  nether  gulphs  pro 
found, 

The  dulky  planet,  and  the  lucid  fphere,  385 

Earth's  ponderous  ball,  and  foft  enfolding  air, 
The  filh  who  glance  or  tempefl  thro'  the  main, 
The  beads  who  trip  or  thunder  o'er  the  plain, 
The  reptile  wreathing  in  the  wanton  ring, 
The  bird  high  wafted  on  the  towering  wing,     390 
All,  all  from  THEE,  SOLE  CAUSE   ESSENTIAL! 
tend, 

Thence  flow  effufive,  thither  centering  end  ; 
The  blifs  of  Providential  Vifion  (hare, 
And  the  lead  atom  claims  peculiar  care ! 

Yet 
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Yet  e*er  material  entity  begun, 
Or  from  the  Vail:  this  Univerfe  was  wen ; 
While  finitude  e'erwhile  was  unconfined, 
Nor  fpace  grew  relative,  to  form  afiigned  ^ 
THOU  didft  thy  own  Eternal  Now  fuftain* 
And  fpace  was  fwallow'd  in  thy  boundlcfs  main; 
THYSELF  the  filler  of  thy  own  abyfs,  401 

THYSELF  the  Great  Eternity  of  Blifs  ! 
All  When>  and  Where,  in  THEE  imbofomM  lay, 
The  blaze  of  majefty,  and  felf  born  day  ; 
No   void  was   found*    where   ENDLESS   BEAUTY 
beamed  ;  405 

No  darknefs,  where  ESSENTIAL  GLORY  flamed; 
No  want,  no  folitude,  where  THOU  wer't  bleft, 
And  in  THYSELF  the  unbounded  whole  pofTeft. 

Of  Reafon  THOU  the  co-eternal  caufe, 
THYSELF  all  Reafon,  and  thy  Will  all  Laws  ;  410 
All-reafoning  Will  with  powerful  WiUlom  fraught! 
Thy  Wifdom,  one  unchanging  endlefs  thought, 
Where  all  potential  natures  were  furvey'd, 
And  even  in  pre-exiftence  lay  difplay'd  — 
All,  all — things  pad — nowprefent — yet  tobe»  415 
GREAT  INTELLECT!  were  prefent  all  to  THEE  ; 
While  THOU  fole  Infinite  Eflential  reign'd, 
And  of  finites  the  Infinity  contain'd, 

K  2  Ideal 
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Ideal  entities  in  ONE  SUPREME, 

Diftinguiih'd  endlefs,  yet  with  THEE  the  fame,  420 

Thy  Power  their  efience,  and  thy  Will   their 

claim. 

Whence — at  THY  WORD,  worlds  caught  the  po 
tent  found, 

And  into  being  leapt  this  wondrous  round. 
Pois'd  on  THY  WILL  the  univerfal  hung  j 
Attra&ion  to  its  CENTRAL  MAGNET  clung;    425 
Thy  fpacious  grafp  the  mighty  convex  clofed  ; 
Soft  on  THY  CARE  incumbent  worlds  repofed  : 
Within,  throughout,  no  Second  Caufe  prefides, 
And  ONE  SOLE  HAND  the  mazed  volution  guides ! 
Hence   ENDLESS  GOOD,    hence  ENDLESS  ORDER 
fprings ;  43° 

Hence  that  importance  in  minuteft  things ; 
And  endlefs  hence  Dependence  muft  endure, 
BLEST  IN  HIS  WILL,  AND  IN  HIS  POWER  SECURE! 
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OF    arms,    devote    to    Heaven's    ETERNAL 
KING  ; 

Of  fainted  hofts  the  facred  CHIEF  I  fmg, 
Who  freed  that  tomb,  to  infidels  a  prey, 
Where  once  the  LORD  for  all  the  living  lay : 
Alike,  his  might  and  conducl  claim  applaufe  ;      5 
And  much  he  fuffer'd  in  the  glorious  caufe : 
In  vain  infernal  fury  raifed  alarms, 
And  half  the  world  oppofed  contending  arms; 
Sedition,  ruled,  beneath  his  fceptre  lay, 
Foes  learn'd  to  fear,  and  rebels  to  obey  :  IO 

So  HEAVEN  would  crown  its  HERO  with  fuccefs, 
And  Virtue  triumph'd  in  the  power  to  bkfs. 

K  4  O  mufc! 
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O   mufe !    whom   mortal   trophy   would    pro- 

phane, 

And  thy  chafte  brow  with  fading  laurel  ftain  ; 
While  circling  glories  round  thy  temples  play,  15 
And  circling  Angels  hymn  the  eternal  lay, 
O  !   breathe  celeftial  ardours  to  my  breaft, 
Jnfpire  the  long,  to  ALBION'S  PRINCE  addrefi; 
And  pardon  ficlion  mix'd  with  Truths  Divine, 
Or  arts  to  pleafe  which,  goddefs,  are  not  thine!  20 

Well  doft  thou  know  the  purport  of  my  fong, 
Tho*  dreft  to  charm,  with  fecret  virtue  firong  j 
While  veil'd,  beneath  the  verfe  the  moral  lies, 
And  captivates  the  foul  with  kind  difguife. 
His  bitter  thus  the  friendly  Leech  conceals,        25 
And  with  the  fraud  of  latent  medicine  heals : 
To  the  fick  taile  he  promifes  delight, 
And  obvious  fweets  the  infant  lip  invite;. 
Health,  ambufh'd,  in  the  potion  is  imbibed* 
For  man  muft  e,  ven  to  happinefs  be  bribed.          30 

SIX  funs  had  now  their  annual  journey  run, 
And  feen  the  war  that  with  the  firft  begun  ; 
Still  in  his  caufe  MESSIAH'S  hofts  engage, 
And  eaftward  bid  the  kindling  combat  rage. 

Antioch 


BOOK      I.  137 

Antioch,  and  Nice,  were  now  the  victor's  prize,  35 

Or  won  by  ftorm,  or  captive  by  furprife  : 

In  vain  all  Afia  rifes  to  repel, 

Beneath  their  force  unnumber'd  Perfians  fell; 

And  laft  Tortofa  vanquifh'd,  they  retire, 

Till  war  fhall  with  returning  fpring  refpire.     -    40 

SCARCE    winter,    warm'd    before    the   golden 

ray, 

Reftored  the  battle  with  the  lengthening  day, 
When  GOD,  felf  rais'd  from  his  eternal  throne, 
Sublime  o'er  Heaven's  high  Empyrean  fhone. 
Awed  from  his  feat,  tho*  patent  to  his  view,       45 
The  rolling  univerfe  holds  diftance  due  : 
He  looks  •,  unnumber'd  worlds  before  him  lie, 
And  nature  lives  collected  in  his  eye. 

To  Syria,  on  the  Chriftian  peers  intent, 
Ail-piercing  the  DIVINE  PERCEPTION  bent  5       50 
Where  GODFREY  flood,  confpicuous  in  his  fight, 
Above  the  princes  eminently  bright : 
Nor  wealth  allures  him,  nor  ambition  charms, 
But  faith  re  fries,  and  heavenly  ardour  arms ; 
While  zeal  alone  his  placid  bofom  fires,  5$ 

And  with  the  warrior  all  the  faint  confpires. 

NOT 
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Not  fuch  the  thoughts  that  Heaven  in  BALD* 

WIN  fpied, 

From  virtue  alien,  tho*  by  blood  allied  •, 
Ambitious  phantafms  haunt  his  idle  brain, 
And  pride  ftill  prompts  him  to  be  greatly  vain.    60 

WITH  filent  anguifh  TANCRED  flood  oppreft, 
While  love,  fond  pafiion,  languifh'd  in  his  breaft. 

BUT  BOEMDND'S  cares  on  Antioch's  glory  wait, 
And  model  in  his  mind  her  new  form'd  ftate;     65 
While  the  great  Chief,  late  terrible  in  arms, 
With  arts  of  peace  and  focial  conduft  charms, 
At  once  of  earth  and  heaven  afTerts  the  caufe, 
Inftrucls  with  piety,  and  forms  with  laws. 

RINALDO  then,  to  war  and  nature  new,  JQ 

Gave  all  his  brave,  his  open  foul  to  view  j 
Untamed  that  reftlefs  bofom  wilh'd  the  fight, 
And  circling  perils  gave  his  eyes  delight : 
Wifdom  and  fame,  but  fame  the  moft  refined, 
By   turns    prevail'd,    and    fired,    or    form'd    his 
mind  5,  75 

While  he  on  Guelpho,  fage  inftrudor,  hung, 
And  caught  the  maxims  falling  from  his  tongue. 

THIS 
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This  faw  the  DEITY— through  every  breaft, 
^.ach  latent  inclination  lay  confeft; 
Then  call'd,  and  from  the  bright  angelic  round,  80 
Forth  iflucd  GABRIEL  to  the  facred  found; 
He,  of  the  prime  celeftial  fplendors  came, 
Obfequious  to  the  will  of  HEAVEN'S  SUPREME  : 
Gracious  to  man  the  focial  fpirit  ftands, 
To  faints  the  meflenger  of  bleft  commands;        85 
Thence,  breathes  the  cordial  incenfe  to  his  KING, 
And  wafts  their  vows  on  his  returning  wing. 

(EXPRESSIVE  then  the  InutterableNAME) 
To  GODFREY  his  Creator's  Will  proclaim— 
'•  A(k,  wherefore  are  my  Sion's  bonds  untied  ?  90 

The  hero's  fword  why  dormant  at  his  fide  ? 
"  To  council  bid  him  cite  each  Chriftian  peer, 
Reprove  the  tardy,  and  the  valiant  cheer :  ' 
1  Him  I  cleft,  fuperior  in  his  fvvay  ; 
'«  And  let  his  rivals,  and  the  world  obey. 

NOR  now  Heaven's  Flaming  Minifter  delays  - 
He  heard  with  tranfport,  and  with  fpeed  obeys  • 
Air  organized  his  caiual  limbs  co.-npolcd, 
Attempering  radiance  round  his  eflence  clofed  • 
A  human  form  the  dazzling  ftajx-  difplay'd,    ' IOO 
But  m  the  majefty  of  Heaven  array'd ; 

7  While 
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While  youth  fmiled  o'er  him  with  celeftial  grace, 
And  beamy  ringlets  wanton'd  round  his  face. 


HE  fpread  for  flight  his  many  tinctured  wings, 
And    light   from   Heaven's   high  firmament   he 

fprings:  105 

All  feather'd  as  the  darting  fhaft  he  flies, 
Cuts  the  bright  fteep,  and  cleaves  the  yielding 

ikies, 

Divides  the  fphcr::  of  many  a  fhining  flar, 
And  fends  the  coming  glory  from  afar ; 
Then  ftands  on  Lebanon  reveal'd  to  view,        no 
And  fhakes  his  plumes  bedropp'd  with  morning 

.dew. 

Now  half  appear'd  the  horizontal  fun, 
And  weft,  and  eaft,  with  equal  glory  Ihone  ; 
There  Hied  his  evening,  here  his  morning  ray, 
And  gave  to,  different  worlds  dividual  day —    1 1.5 
"When  wing'd  from  Lebanon's  afpiring  head, 
The  angelic  mefiage  to  Tortpfa  fped, 
What  time  the  Duke  his  orizons  addreft 
And  breathed    to  Heaven    the    rapture    of    his 

bread : 

In  umer'd  graceful  with  the  morning  beam,       1 20 
A  brighter  morn  the  dazzling  Angel  came  \ 

An4 
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And  placid,  to  the  much  admiring  man, 
The  bright,  the  iocial  Intellect  began. 

"  ATTEND,    thou  favour'd   of  SUPREME  DE 
CREE  1 

"  Thus  fends  the  DEITY,  and  fends  to  thee —  125 
cc  In  BULLOIGN'S  bread  what  kindling  zeallhould 

glow, 

"  What  fires  impel  him  forceful  on  the  foe  ? 
u  When  Sion  calls,  when  lillening  Heaven  com 
mands, 

«c  And  confecrates  her  caufe  in  GODFREY'S  hands, 
"  'Tis  thine  to  vindicate  her  juft  complaints,   130 
"  To  flrike  the  (hackles  from  her  captive  faints ; 
"  'Tis  thine  to  fummon  every  Chriflian  peer, 
"  Reprove  the  tardy,  and  the  valiant  cheer ; 
"  Their  general  thou,  fnperior  in  thy  fway — 
"  GOD  fo  appoints,  and  mortals  muft  obey.     135 

HE  ceas'd  ;  and  lefiening  from  the  hero's  view, 
Back  to  his  native  Heaven  the  Brightnefs  flew : 
Nor  GODFREY  yet  fupports  excefs  of  light, 
New  to  the  fhape,  and  dizzied  at  the  fight ; 
Not  the  wide  blaze  his  darkling  eye  fuftains,    140 
And  chillnefs  thrill'd  unwonted  through  his  veins. 

BUT 


i42        T  ASS  O's    JERUSALEM, 

BUT  foon  he  calls  the  vlflon  to  his  inind, 
And  ponders  on  the  glorious  charge  affigned  ; 
Frem  to  his  foul  the  high  beheft  returns, 
And  with  redoubled  zeal  his  bofom  burns  :       145 
Nor  yet,  that  Heaven  preferred  its  warrior  faint, 
Did  pride  dilate  him,  or  ambition  taint ; 
But  through  ALMIGHTY  WILL,  his  will  afpires, 
As  the  fpark  mounts  amid  the  kindling  fires. 

STRAIT    where    they    lay,    each    chieftain    he 
invites;  150 

Now  mild  requires,  and  now  by  mandate  cites  : 
Difpatch'd  around  his  polling  envoys  fly, 
And  prayers  are  mix'd  with  counfels  to  comply. 
Perfuafive  here,  the  gallant  foul  he  charms ; 
But  here  provokes,  and  here  impels  to  arms ;     155 
Here  blows  the  {lumbering  virtue  to  a  flame* 
And  breathes  throughout  the  noble  thirft  of  fame. 

SUCH  GODFREY'S  conduct,  nor  his  conduct  vain  j 
Each  comes,  attended  by  his  warlike  train  : 
Tortofa  but  a  fcant  reception  yields,  160 

And  tented  armies  throng  the  neighbouring  fields. 
All  awful,  to  confult  the  peers  repair-, 
Save  BOEMOND,  each,  majeftic,  fills  his  chair ; 

When 


1 
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When  graceful,  to  the  fenate  GODFREY  rofc, 
And  deep  the  dream  of  elocution  flows.  165 

"  YE  warriors !  Heavcn-elefted,  to  reftore 
"  The  Sacred  Faith  of  HIM  thofe  Heavens  adore; 
ic  Preferv'd  for  this  through  many  a  fearful  day, 
"  The  foreign  climate,  and  the  deadly  fray, 
"  Well  may  ye  rum,  thus  arrn'd,  upon  the  foe,  170  ' 
"  And  fight  fecure  where  Heaven  averts  the  blow. 
<c  Nor  vain  I  deem  the  purchafe  of  your  toil, 
4<  The  vanquifh'd  province,  and  the  glorious  fpoil; 
"  Since  trophies  through  reforming. nations  rife, 
"  And  bear  CHRIST'S   name   triumphant  to  the 
fkies.  175 

"  BUT  not  for  this,  we  left  our  native  place, 
**  The  known  endearment,  and  the   chafte  em 
brace  ; 

<*  Each  facial  fweet  for  diftant  battle  chang'd, 
<c  And   wandering,    through   the  faithlefs  ocean 

rang'd : 

"  For  this,  an  end  unequal  to  your  arms,  180 
"  Nor  bleeds  the  combat,  nor  the  conqueft  charms  j 
«c  Nor  fuch  the  prize  your  matchlefs  labours 

claim, 
Barbarian  kingdoms,  and  ignoble  fame. 

"  WAS 
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"  WAS  not  the  fcope  of  our  united  powers 
<c  To  fcale  the  deep  of  Sion's  hallow'd  towers  ?  j  85 
"  Pligh  o'er  her  walls  to  force  refiftlefs  way  ? 
"  Deep  on  her  dungeons  pour  the  long  loft  day  ? 
"  To  lift  Oppreffion  from  her  houfe  of  pain, 
u  Snap  the  vile  yoke,  and  burft  the  pagan  chain  ? 
"  Reftore  to  Piety  her  facred  feat,  190 

"  And  build  for  Virtue  a  fecure  retreat-, 
"  Where  each  devoted  pilgrim  might  repair, 
"  And  CHRIST  receive  the  tributary  prayer  ? 

"  WHERE  Triumph  (lands,  defeated  of  its'aim, 
"  How  vain  the  victory  !  how  fruitlefs  fame!   195 
"  While  flill  the  wiuYd  atchievement  turns  afide, 
"  And  cooquefl  flows,  but  with  a  different  tide. 
"  For  wherefore  is  the  might  of  Europe  arm'd, 
**  Ada  invaded,  and  the  world  alarm'd, 
<c  If  ruin  be  alone  the  vigor's  praife^  200 

<c  And  ftates  fubverted,  while  we  meant  to  raife  ?• 

ic  FRAIL  is  the  flrength  of  fublunary  things, 
"  The  pomp  of  titles,  and  the  pride  of  kings ; 
"  Nor  fuch  the  hope  a  faithful  few  may  boaft, 
"  Hemm'd    in    by    nations,    and    a    barbarous 
,     coaft  i  205 

«4  Our 
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"  Our  country  diftant,  fickle  Greece  untried, 
"  Nor  aught  but  Heaven  to  combat  on  our  fide. 


*«  TRUE,  we  have  fought,  nor  have  we  foughc 

in  vain — 

"  Proud  Antioch  won,  and  hoftile  armies  flain  ! 
"  But  thefe  atchieved  by  many  a  wondrous  way, 
"  Shew  GOD   (till   guides   the   fortune   of  the 
day ;  2ii 

"  Then  if  we  feek  or  conqueft,  or  applaufe, 
"  Through  means  averfe  to  his  victorious  caufe, 
41  The  pride  of  triumph,  and  the  thirft  of  fame, 
"  In  death  {hall  vanifli,  or  be  quench'd  in  fliame. 

"  AH  !  never  may  our  arms  fuch  iflue  find,  2 1 5 
"  Nor  we  rebel  ingrate,  while  Heaven  is  kind  ; 
"  But  dill  conformed  to  the  Divine  Beheft, 
*c  Be  the  great  period,  as  commencement,  bled ! 
"  Then,  then,    while  time,   while  every  pafs  is 

ours,  220 

"  And    prompt   occafion    chides    our    lingering 

powers, 
Ci  Quick    let    us    rife,    tofs    high   the   fpacious 

mound, 
tc  And  circling  gird  Jerufalem  around. 

VOL.  I.  L  "  Fon 
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"  FOR  me,  ye  princes  !  hear  what  I  prefage— 
"  Be  witnefs  Heaven !  and  every  future  age  !    225 
<c  Now  is  the  conquering  crifis  mark'd  by  fate  5 
"  Now,  is  the  time,  to  give  the  world  a  date, 
"  The  time  to  confecrate  your  deeds  to  fame, 
"  To  blefs  your  arms,  or  ever  blafl  your  name : 
"  But  once  elaps'd,  though  panting  to  regain,  230 
"  Vain  are  our  hopes,  our  labours  wake  in  vain ; 
"  Each  fun  (hall  fet,  a  witnefs  to  our  woe, 
"  And  Egypt  fuccour  the  recruited  foe." 

HE  ceas'dj  a  folemn  whifpering  fill'd  thepaufe, 
And  the  whole  fenate  murmur'd  deep  applaufe  : 
When  PETER,  fage  and  venerable  man,  236 

Slow-rifing,  to  the  circling  chiefs  began. 
(Tho*  diftant  from  the  war,  and  world  retired, 
Prime  author,  he  the  diftant  war  infpired  -, 
Which  once  in  acl,  he  ifTued  from  his  cell,        240- 
And  thus  promotes  what  he  commenced  fo  well.) 

u  WITH  tranfport  I  furvey  the  Truth  expreffi 
"  Warm  in  each  eye,  and  big  in  every  bread  5 
"  When   BULLOIGN   fpeaks    it    with    prevailing 

charms, 
"  No  tafk  remains  but  to  enforce  with  arms:  245 

«  Yee 
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**  Yet  pardon  one  reflection  ftill  behind, 

<c  A  weight  long  fmce  incumbent  o'er  my  mind. 

"  WHERE  friendfhips   are  by  light   fufpicions 

coold, 

"  And  rulers  are  themfelves  by  pafiions  ruled, 
"  Incongruous  orders  ifiued  by  the  great,         250' 
"  Sedition  pregnant  in  the  lower  ftate  ; 
"  Occafions  opportune  are  ever  loft, 
l<  And  every  good  and  glorious  end  is  croft : 
"  111  does  it  feem,  when  difcord  thus  attaints 

E"  The  caufeof  Chriftians,  and  a  hoftof  faints;  255 
"  A  hoft,  whom  breach  eternal  muft  divide, 
«c  While  various  minds  in  various  powers  prefide. 

44  The  mutual  weal  divided  power  withftands, 
«c  Nor  juftice  holds  her  fcale  with  various  hands  j 

^B 

[  •*  Corruption  every  partial  view  attends,          260 
"  And  the  torn  ftate  each  felfilh  member  rends. 
"  Notfo  has  nature,  in  the  frame  of  man, 
**  Drawn  the  true  fcheme  of  each  politic  plan  ; 

<f  Gave  various  parts  to    form    one  beauteous 

whole, 

And  gave  a  Head  in  prudence  to  controul ;    265 
Like  ruler  mould  ye  chufe,  could  I  advife, 
And  form  your  own,  as  nature's  conduct,  wife." 
L  2  HE 
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HE    faid,    when,    mantling  from    each   hero's 

breaft, 

Ambition  mounts  in  every  eye  expreft  : 
But  foon  a  beam,  emiffive  from  above,  270 

Shed  mental  day,  and  touch'd  the  heart  with  love; 
Gave  jealous  rage  to  know  Divine  Controul, 
And  ruled  the  tempeft  rifing  in  the  foul. 
Calm  reafon  the  recoiling  tumult  fways ; 
The  fage's  fpeech  attentive  judgment  weighs  ;   275 
To  merit  every  partial  view  expands, 
And  GODFREY!  GODFREY!  every  voice  demands. 

His  will,  they  vote,  their  future  teft  of  right, 
His  leading  arm  their  enfign  to  the  fight, 
Their  Atlas  fit  to  bear  the  incumbent  weight,   280 
The  truft  of  empire,  and  the  tafk  of  ftate ; 
Submifs,  to  him  they  yield  unrivaPd  fway, 
And  willing  princes,  late  his  peers,  obey. 
The  confult  ended,  and  the  Royal  Name 
Was  born  wide  wafted  on  the  wings  of  fame;  285 
The  news  a  thoufand  bufy  tongues  impart, 
Chear  every  brow,  and  gladden  every  heart. 

FOR  not  unconfcious  was  the  warlike  crowd, 
Of  worth  to  every  vulgar  eye  avow'd  5 

Approving 
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Approving    throngs    their   GODFREY'S    prefence 
greet,  290 

Charm'd  to  his  fight,  or  proftrate  at  his  feet, 
Proclaim  their  monarch  with  united  voice, 
And  loudly  confecrate  the  publick  choice. 
He  mild  returns,  while  correfponding  grace 
Speaks  from  his  mien,  and  anfwers  in  his  face;  295 
Then  bids  his  hoft  prepare  their  bright  array, 
And  light  with  early  arms  the  enfuing  day. 

THE  ruddy  fun,  now  orient,  chafed  the  dawn, 
Shot  o'er  the  fea,  and  reach'd  the  dewy  lawn ; 
Up  with  the  morn  arofe  the  ready  train,  300 

Each  feiz'd  his  arms,  and  iffued  on  the  plain. 
The  driving  fquadrons  fill  the  fpacious  coaft  ; 
Wide  wave  the  banners  of  the  various  hoft, 
Whofe  burnifh'd  mail,  with  flitting  luftre  gay, 
Reflect  thick  lightnings,  and  return  the  day.      305 

SUPERIOR  theobfervant  GODFREY  ftands, 
Orders  the  field,  and  marfoals  all  the  bands ; 
Directs  the  moving  legions  from  on  high, 
And  rules  a  hoft  with  his  experienced  eye. 

SAY  thou,  my  foul,  with  gifts  divinely  bleft,  310 
Lnd  all  thy  treafures  of  a  confcious  bread  ! 

L  3  What 
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What  chiefs  confpicuous  then  adorn'd  the  plain, 
Their  ancvent  glory,  and  attending  train  ? 
So  may'ft  thou  recoiled  the  fpoils  of  age, 
And  from  oblivion  fnatch  the  future  page :       315 
To  thee  old  Time  (hall  every  trophy  yield, 
And  all  the  priftine  honours  of  the  field, 
Transplanted  fair  on  each  immortal  line, 
And  every  ear,  in  every  age,  be  thine. 

FIRST  came  theGauls3CLOTHARioat  their  head, 
Whom  HUGO  late,  unhappy  warrior,  led  :        32 1 
Where  four  fair  ilreams  an  ample  nation  fold, 
And  Gallia's  ifle  with  foft  embraces  hold, 
He  in  the  front  of  levied  numbers  Ihone, 
Prime  of  their  hoft,  and  brother  of  the  throne  $  325 
But  early  death  fupprefl  the  vital  flame, 
Securp  of  Heaven,  and  ftill  furviving  fame. 
Nor  now  the  troops  an  equal  leader  fcorn, 
Great  as  the  firft,  tho'  not  of  princes  born : 
A  thoufand  arm'd,  fedate  they  move  along,      330 
In  weighty  mail  indiiTolubly  ftrong ; 
Attend  their  chief  with  boafled  enfigns  gay, 
And  the  proud  arms  of  ancient  France  difplay. 

To  thefe,  each  clafp'd  within  his  fleely  cafe, 
Alike  in  ftature,  and  in  martial  grace,  335 

j  From 
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From  Celtic  Gaul  a  kindred  band  fucceeds, 
A  thoufand  warriors,  on  a  thonfand  deeds ; 
Normania's  ROBERT  in  the  van  prefides, 
And  the  clofed  fiks  with  native  fceptre  guides. 

Two  Prelates  next  their  dreaded  arms  unite,  340 
Renown'd  for  piety,  as  famed  in  fight ; 
Great  ADEMAUE  with  ftandards  richly  fpread, 
And  WILLIAM  reverend  at  his  people's  head : 
Great  WILLIAM,  chief  amid  four  hundred  known, 
From  Orange  and  the  deep  meander'd  Rhone;  345 
Like  dangers  ADEMARE  from  Poget  fought, 
And  in  the  front  of  equal  numbers  fought. 
Awful  in  arms,  in  miniftry  divine, 
Revered  alike,  in  lawn  or  mail  they  mine  ; 
Their  docile  troops  with  bold  example  teach,    350 
And  fearlefs  combat  for  the  Faith  they  preach. 

-. 
THEN  BALDWIN  o'er  his  powers  appeared  fu- 

preme, 

From  Bouillon  feated  on  the  filver  Seme, 
Chief  of  the  bands,    whom  late  Duke  GODFREY 

led, 

Now  Chief  of  chiefs,  and  of  their  hoft  the  head. 
CARINTO  o'er  four  hundred  next  prefides,         356 
"With  valour  fires  them,  and  with  wifdom  guides; 
L  4  But 
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But  thrice  that  number  mightier  BALDWIN  leads, 
And  arm'd  and  haughty  in  the  van  precedes, 

To  thefe  enfue  amid  the  beaten  fields,  360 

Whom  GUELPBO  governs,  and  whomSuabia  yields; 
GUELPHO,  with  merit,  as  with  fortune  crown'd, 
And  greatly  even  among  the  great  renown'd : 
The  princely  houfe  of  Eft,  and  Roman  fire. 
Their  offspring's  emulating  acts  infpire ;  365 

But  diflant,  he  his  native  country  fway'd, 
And  where  the  chief  was  born  the  foil  obey'd. 

Two  neighbouring  floods  his  bounded  realms 

contain, 

The  rifing  Danaw,  and  the  circling  Rhene, 
Maternal  heritage,  with  plenty  bleft,  370 

By  Rhetians  erft,  and  northern  Sweves  pofieft  ! 
With  nations  added  by  his  conquering  fword, 
Carinthia  too  confeft  the  Guelphian  lord ; 
A  race  addifted  much  to  free  delights, 
To  focial  joys,  and  hofpitable  rites,  375 

While  o'er  their  huts  the  wintry  tempefts  pafs, 
Warm'd  by  the  genial  fire  and  fparkling  glafs : 
Five  thoufand  hence-the  fage  commander  drew, 
A  chearful,  faithful,  and  intrepid  crew ; 

Sad 
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Sad  chance  of  war,  the  greater  number  (lain,    380 
To  mirth  no  longer  wakeful,  prefs  the  plain. 

THE  Belgi  next,  in  helms  and  polifh'd  mail 
Their  fnowy  limbs  and  flaxen  ringlets  veil  > 
Whofe  narrow  realms  unbounded  wealth  contain, 
Hemm'd  in  by  France,  Almania,  and  the  Main.  385 
Where  the  Mofelle  and  blended  Rhine  extend, 
"Wide  o'er  the  banks  their  weighty  harvefts  bend  5 
A  people  valiant,  and  inured  to  toil, 
Domeftic  induftry,  and  foreign  fpoil. 
With  thefe  appear,  difpofed  in  armed  files,       390 
The  fubjedl  powers  of  their  aflbciate  ifles  ; 
Who  with  fleep  mounds  repair  thofe  dangerous 

fliores, 
Where   the  breach  threatens,   and    the    tempeft 

roars ; 

Where  the  proud  flood  difdains  inferior  prey. 
And  o'er  a  nation  pours  the  headlong  fea.         355 

BENEATH  another  ROBERT  all  unite, 
A  thoufand  arm'd,  and  eager  for  the  fight, 
They  pafs,  and  to  the  Britim  fquadrons  yield 
The  next  fuccefiion  of  the  moving  field. 
But  thefe,  fuperior  to  the  Belgi  fhone,  400 

Array'd  by  WILLIAM,  Albion's  younger  fon; 

From 
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From  their  broad  backs  their  graceful   weapons 

flow, 

The  fwift  wing'd  quiver,  and  the  twanging  bow  : 
With  them,  Hibernia  fends  her  fons  to  war, 
Hiberninj  neighbour  of  the  northern  ftar,          405 
Where  her  bleak  hills  and  hoary  woods  afpire, 
And  lefs'ning  from  the  diftant  world  retire. 

* 
THEN  Tancred  caught  the  eye  with    heedlefs 

grace, 

Strength  in  his  arm,  and  beauty  in  his  face  : 
Of  all  that  valiant,  that  unnumber'd  hoft,         410 
RINALDO  might  fuperior  prowefs  boaft  -, 
Of  worth  untainted,  fearlefs  in  the  fight, 
And  elfe  unmatch'd,  in  glory,  as  in  might. 
One  fole  default  his  nobler  ardor  chain'd, 
While  love  amid  his  ftrength  of  virtues  reign'd,  4 1 5 
Caught  from  a  .glance  of  momentary  charms, 
And  nurs'd  with  anguifti  in  the  din  of  arms. 

So  fame  relates,  on  that  triumphant  day, 
When  Perfians  fell  an  undiftinguifh'd  prey, 
Far  from  his  hoft  the  (laughter  TANCRED  led,  420 
And  fmgly  followed  where  the  foremoli  fled  \ 
Till  feverifh,  and  fatigued,  he  fought  repofe, 
And  to  his  wifh  a  rural  arbour  rofe, 

Where 
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Where   a   cool  ftream,    beneath   the  whifpering 

fhade, 
With    pendent   flowers,    and    quivering    willows 

play'd  •, 

Thither  he  turn'd,  but,  with  unwary  thought,  425 
Soon  loft  the  fweets  of  that  repofe  he  fought. 

By  the  clear  dream  unlook'd  for  perils  lay, 
In  all  the  charms  of  virgin  beauty  gay  -, 
Her  body  arm'd  with  Amazonian  grace, 
•  But  obvious  all  the  dangers  of  her  face  :  430 

His  captive  ftep  the  warrior  ftopp'd  amazed, 
Sigh'd  as  he  look'd,  and  trembled  while  he  gazed  j 
His  eyes  ran  o'er  the  maid,  with  hafty  art 
Thence  drew  her  form,  and  fix'd  it  in  his  heart. 

BUT  foon  alarm'd  the  beauteous  Pagan  rofe;  435 
With  lovely  threats  her  kindling  vifage  glows ; 
She  braced  her  helm,  and  fierce  the  hero  view'd, 
In  act  to  combat  whom  her  charms  fubdued. 
His  troops  approach'd  ;  the  virgin  fled  like  wind, 
But  hoped  in  vain  to  leave  the  chief  behind :    440 
The  place,  theperfon,  prefent  to  his  view, 
The  nymph  ftill  flies,  and  ftillhis  thoughts  purfuc; 
Within  his  eyes  the  loved  ideas  roll, 
Heave  in  his  heart,  and  ficken  in  his  foul. 

HENCE 
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HENCE    o'er  his   cheek    diftemper'd    ano 
fpread,  445 

Prey'd  on  his  ftrength,  and  on  his  beauty  fed  j 
Defpair  lay  fad,  but  filent  in  his  breaft, 
And  fighs  alone  the  lengthening  woe  expreft. 
Proud  to  attend,  Campania's  valiant  bands, 
Eight  hundred  horfe,  await  the  chief's  commands; 
Campania,  bleft  with  all  the  bloom  of  health,  451 
A  feat  of  pleafures,  and  a  fund  of  wealth, 
Where  the  rich  odours  breathe  along  her  vales, 
And  feed  old  ocean  with  the  fragrant  gales. 

BEHIND,  two  hundred  hardy  warriors  came,  455 
The  only  warriors  of  the  Grecian  name : 
Light  arm'd,   and  fwift,   they  range  the  imbattel'd 

field, 

Nor  poife  the  lance,  nor  bear  the  ponderous  fhield; 
But  in  clofe  fight,  or  diflant  fkirmifh,  know 
The  dextrous  fauchion,  and  the  bending  bow.  460 
Spare  were  their  Heeds,  and  (lender  their  repaft, 
But  blithe  and  agile  as  an  eaftern  blaft ; 
Untired,  and  pradifed  to  the  nimble  rein, 
They  ftop,  and  turn,  and  dart  along  the  plain  : 
Thus  born,  the  riders  confidently  go,  465 

Deface  the  battle,  and  fatigue  the  foe ; 

Expert 
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Expert  to  charge,  to  traverfe,  and  to  fly, 
TOrfued  they  combat,  and  the  conquerors  die. 

TAT i NO  points  their  progrefs  o'er  the  fields, 
He  the  fole  chief  the  Grecian  empire  yields  ;     470 
Inglorious  Greece !  in  indolence  profound 
Repofed,  while  arm'd  contention  ranged  around : 
"  But  now  the  fad  equivalent  is  paid ; 
"  Left  by  the  caufe  you  once  refufed  to  aid, 
"  The  haughty  Pagan  lords  it  o'er  your  plains,  475 
"  And  wakes  the  fhameful  lethargy  with  chains." 

To  clofe  the  rear  the  bold  ADVENTURERS  came, 
The  lad  in  order,  tho'  the  firft  in  fame  ; 
A  troop  of  heroes,  Europe's  proudeft  boaft, 
And  the  dire  terror  of  the  Afian  hoft !  480 

Whate'er  through  times  of  high  memorial  rung, 
By  profe  recorded,  or  by  poets  fung, 
Atchievements  valorous,  and  knights  renown'd, 
In  chivalry,  or  antique  fable  found — 
Transferr'd  toThefe,  may  real  credence  find,    485 
And  fum  the  excellence  of  human  kind. 

THO'  each  might  claim,  as  of  peculiar  right, 
To  lead  a  hoft,  and  rule  the  ranks  of  fight, 

DuDOM 
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DUDON  that  high  pre-eminence  demands, 

By  joint  affent  of  the  Adventurous  bands.         490 

Where  Aufidus  firft  rolls  an  infant  wave, 

This  chief  of  chiefs  Hefperian  Conza  gave : 

Sage  were  his  words,  and  hoary  was  his  head, 

To  conftant  toil,  and  early  battle  bred  ; 

Yet  ever  was  his  boiling  courage  young,          495 

And  his  tried  nerve  to  vivid  action  fining ; 

His  bofom  nobly  trench'd  with  many  a  fear, 

Old  to  the  field,  the  father  of  the  war. 

AMID  the  prime  of  thofe  illuftrious  peers 
Euftatio,  BULLOIGN'S  youngeft  fon  appears  ;     500 
Great  was  his  challenge  of  peculiar  fame, 
But  more  thro'  his  imperial  brother's  name. 
With  him,  Gernando,  heir  of  Norway  rides, 
And  in  his  pomp  of  vaunted  title  prides  : 
Nor  lefs  diftinguifh'd,  in  the  peerlefs  train,       505 
Rode  the  famed  Roger,  and  bold  Engerlane  -9 
Gentonio  and  Rambaldo,  far  renown'd ; 
And     the    Twin    Gerrards    with    like    honours 
crown'd. 

NOR  here  Obizo,  orUbaldo  there, 
With  Rofmond  Lancafter's  redoubted  heir,      510 

Configned 
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Configned  to  la*;eft  annals  mall  accufc, 

The  mute  negleft  of  our  injurious  mufc; 

Nor  brave  Achilles,  Sforza,  Palameed, 

Well  worthy  praife  for  many  a  worthy  deed  ; 

From  Lombardy  the  valiant  brethren  came,     515 

To  form  the  great  triumvirate  of  fame. 

With  thefe  rode  Otton,  who,  in  fingle  fight, 

Won  the  dire  trophy  of  the  Paynim  knigh't, 

High  on  whofe  helm  a  naked  infant  lay, 

CurFd  by  a  fnake  voracious  o'er  the  prey.        520 

THE  like  memorial  Guafchar,  R  aphe,  demand, 
Who  boldly  join  the  Voluntary  Band  •, 
To  Eberard  and  Guernier  too  belong, 
The  force  and  fame  of  an  immortal  fong ; 
And  the  two  Guidos  equal  honours  claim,         525 
Alike  in  glory  and  alike  in  name. 

BUT  you,  bright  pair !  mall  ever  foremofl  Ihine; 
Shall  dill  furvive,  to  deck  the  mournful  line— 
GILDIPPE,  in  thy  dearer  EDWARD  blefl ; 
And  EDWAR  D,  only  in  thy  cares  diftreft  !          530 
Too  fond  the  knot  which  wedded  faith  fupplies, 
When  mutual  merit  holds  what  beauty  ties  ! 
One  life  infpired  them,  nor  could  death  divide  \ 
They  fought  together,  and  together  died. 

AH 
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AH  Love,  all  fubtle  tutor,  thou  can'ft  teach  535 
What,  uninftrudlive  elfe,  the  world  might  preach  5 
Give  the  foft  fex  to  loathe  inglorious  reft, 
String  the  weak  arm,  and  fteel  the  fnowy  bread  ! 
You  braced  the  Fair  one's  helm,  her  corfelet  tied, 
And  gave  the  guardian  to  her  EDWARD'S  fide  !  540 
Thus,  on  they  pad,  infeparably  pair'd; 
For  him  (he  battell'd,  and  for  her  he  fear'd  : 
By  each,  for  each  alone,  was  life  defired  $ 
And,  wounded  in  the  other,  each  expired. 

LAST  in  the  rear  of  that  imbattel'd  train,      545 
Shone  the  young  comet  of  the  glittering  plain, 
RINALDO  —  in  whofe  fair,  majeftic  face, 
Soft  beauty  fweeten'd  every  martial  grace  : 
The  youth  impatient  of  his  manly  prime, 
Fled  from  his  years,  and  ilripp'd    the  fpeed  of 
Time;  550 

Proud  on  his  arm  the  force  of  battel  lay, 
And  round  his  fnowy  limbs  the  Graces  play. 


THIS  chief,  by  Adige  on  the  winding  fhore, 
Sophia,  fpoufe  to  great  Bertoldo,  bore  : 
But  foon  Matilda  takes  their  infant  heir, 
Carefies  fondly,  and  conducts  with  care  ; 


To 
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To  early  honour  fires  his  growing  youth, 
The  thirft  of  glory,  and  the  love  of  truth ; 
When  to  his  ears  the  warlike  tidings  came, 
And  fent  the  {tripling  to  the  fields  of  fame.       560 

FIVE  fummers  thrice  had  bloom'd  around  his 

head, 

When  to  the  wond'ring  camp  the  warrior  fled  : 
Alone  he  pad,  all  eager  on  his  way, 
And  reach'd  the  fhore,  and  crofs'd  the  Egean  fea; 
Then  fped  along  by  many  an  unknown  coaft,    565 
And  mix'd  exulting  with  the  Chriftian  hoft. 
And  now  three  years  were  fpent  amid  alarms, 
Since  firft  the  princely  fugitive  took  arms, 
When  manhood  early  dawning  from  within, 
Shed  the  fmooth  down  to  deck  his  ivory  chin.  570 

THE  horfemen  paft,  the  numerous  foot  fucceed. 
And  trace  the  marches  of  the  bounding  fleed ; 
But  thefe,  Tolofa's  monarch,  RAIMOND  heads, 
And  in  the  front  majeftically  treads  : 
From  the  proud  cliffs  of  Pyrenean  hills,  575 

,  From  lucid  Garonne,  and  the  neighbouring  rills, 
Wide  o'er  a  placid  climate  ftretch'd  his  reign, 
And  eaftward  overlook'd  the  Midland-main. 
VOL.  I.  M  Four 
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Four  thonfand  veterans  hence  the  hero  drew, 
Who  all  the  arts  of  various  battle  knew :          58$ 
Compofed  they  march,  to  every  toil  addreft ; 
But  he,  their  bulwark,  towers  before  the  reft, 

FIVE  thoufand  STEPHEN  from  Ambafia  brings, 
And  Tours,  and  fhelving  Blefas,  feat  of  kings, 
Where  Loire  the  too  delicious  region  laves,     585 
And  cities  float  refle&ed  o'er  the  waves ; 
Impatient,  hence,  of  difcipline,  or  toil, 
They  caught  the  native  foftnefs  of  the  foil : 
Yet  the  fair  troops,  in  martial  femblance  arm'd, 
With  fhew  of  lively  preparation  charm'd;        590 
Their  valour  as  the  lightly  flaming  fire, 
Furious  they  charge,  and  fainting  foon  retire. 

ALCASTO  then  ftepp'd  forth  with  haughty  pace  5 
Fierce  was  his  mien,  and  menacing  his  face : 
Where  o'er  the  clouds  the  fteepy  Alps  extend,  595 
Six  thoufand  from  Helvetia's  towers  attend  ; 
In  fhining  mail  their  temper'd  plowfhares  glance, 
Spread  in  the  fhield,  and  pointed  in  the  lance; 
While  the  right  arm,   that  ruled   the  flocks  fo 

late, 

Now  threats  the  mighty,  and  infults  the  great.  600 

LAST, 
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LAST,  in  the  Papal  Standard,  they  difplay 
-The  Triple  Crown    and  Apoftolic  Key; 
Seven  thoufand  valiant  Romans  march  behind, 
And  great  CAMILLO  had  the  charge  afTigned. 
.The  moving  cuifhes,  and  their  corfelets  bright,  605 
Exchange  quick  lightnings,  and  fatigue  the  fight : 
.Elate  in  hope,  and  chear'd  amid  alarms, 
They  blefs  the  caufe  that  calls  the  world  to  arms  5 
So  to  revive,  and  vindicate  the  fame, 
That  once,  unrivaPd,  mark'd  the  Roman  name. 

Now,  fumm'd  to  view,  the  invincible  array    6il 
Stands  on  the  plain,  and  brightens  in  the  day: 
The  General  calls — obfequious  to  the  found, 
His  peers  approach,  and  range  attentive  round  ; 
When  BULLOIGN  his  imperial  will  expreft,        615 
.And  thus  reveal'd  the  counfels  of  his  breaft. 

u  SOON  as  the  next  fucceeding  morn  {hall  rife, 
And  dawning  purple  ftreak  the  eaftern  iYies, 
Prepared,  and  arm'd  with  bed  appointed  fpeed, 
Be  every  warrior,  and  be  every  deed  j  620 

4  For  then  we  mean  to  vifit  Salem's  towers, 
w  By  fecret  march,  and  fwift  invading  powers: 
<c  The  mighty  crifis  to  the  combat  calls, 
?  And  the  foe  trembles  in  her  facred  w.alls. 

M    2  BOLD 
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BOLD  was  the  hope  his  ardent  words  infpire; 
As  the  plied  fan  provokes  the  {lumbering  fire,  626 
Impatient  they  regret  the  lingering  night, 
Fierce  for  the  day,  and  for  the  promis'd  fight. 
But  other  cares  hold  GODFREY  from  repofe, 
Nor  taftes  the  Chief  thofe  tranfports  he  bellows : 
Yet  deep  he  held  the  fecret  of  his  breaft,          63 1 
From  every  ear  and  every  eye  fuppreft. 

SMALL  caufe  of  joy  his  late  advices  bring — 
How  Lybia,  arm'd  beneath  the  Memphian  king, 
From  Damiata,  eadward  in  the  way  635 

To  Gaza,  on  the  Syrian  frontiers  lay. 
Innumerous  there  ftich  warriors  he  unites, 
As  force  made  confident,  or  fame  excites ; 
Nor  GODFREY  hopes  advances  can  be  flow, 
From  fo  inveterate,  fo  renown'd  a  foe:  64.1 

How  befl  to  fruitrate,  or  oppofe,  he  feeks; 
And  to  his  legate,  trufty  Henry,  fpeaks. 

"  Go,  fpeed  thee,  Henry — fpread   the  flying] 

fail, 
"  Cut  the  green  wave,  and  catch  the  favouring 

gale5 

"  Nor  give  indulgence  to  the  labouring  oar,     645 
«  Till  the  crook'd  keel  divides  the  Grecian  more. 

"  There: 


B    O    O    K      I.  165 

«<  There,  fhould  arrive,  as  private  feah  impart, 
"  From  one  who  knows  not  the  deceiving  art, 
"  The  Royal  Dane,  for  matchlefs  force  renown'd, 
«  As  with  the  grace  of  every  virtue  crovvn'd ;  650 
<l  Zeal  fends  the  Northern  Youth  its  warmed  ray, 
•'  And  glory  wings  him  to  the  toilfome  way, 
"  From  the  cold  circle,  and  the  polar  ftar, 
"  The  friend  and  brave  companion  of  the  war. 

"  BUT,   for   I  know  the   Greekifh  monarch's 
heart,  655 

"  Stored  with  old  wiles,  and  well  diflembled  art, 
44  I  fear  left  he  divert  the  princely  youth, 
"  And  wreft  his  purpofe  from  the  paths  of  Truth; 
*6  Or  other  fpecious  enterprize  perfuade, 
"  And  rob  our  armies  of  the  promis'd  aid.        660 
<c  But  you,  my  mefTcnger,  and  faithful  friend, 
"  Difpofe  his  journey  to  its  deftined  end ; 
"  Alike  his  honour,  and  our  arms,  fhall  need 
c<  His  utmoft  forces,  and  his  fwifteft  fpeed. 

"  NOR  you  return,  but  to  the  Grecian  fue     665 
"  For  aids,  by  previous  obligation  due, 
"  Such  aids  as  with  his  kingly  compact  ftands ; 
*'  And  more  than  compact,— what  the  Caufe  de 
mands." 

M  3  THE 
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THE  guardian  CHIEF  thus  wakeful   {buns  re.- 

pofe, 

While  in  his  care  ten  thoufand  eye-lids  clofe:  670, 
The  herald,  fpeeding  to  the  breezy  fhore, 
The  feals  of  truft  and  royal  greeting  bore ; 
And  late,  the  DUKE,  from  every  tafk  reclined, 
Gave  to  his  couch  the  labours  of  his  mind. 

AND  now  the  night,  imbalm'd  in  early  dew,  675 
Slow  ebbing,  from  the  paler  dawn  withdrew  ; 
Aurora  on  the  purpling  ocean  rofe  •, 
The  reddening  e aft- with  warmer  luftre  glows ; 
His  previous  beam  the  folarbrightnefs  fhed, 
And  from  the  wave  uprais'd  his  peerlefs  head — 680 
While  thro'  the  camp  loud  echoing  clarions  ring; 
Rous'd  to  the  note,  the  fprightly  foldiers  fpring ; 
Their  ears  delighted  drink  the  warlike  founds, 
And  every  heart  with  anfwering  motion  bounds. 
So  joys  the  peafant  on  the  fultry  plain,  685 

When  thunders  roll,  the  meflcngers  of  rain. 

WITH  quick  impatience  every  bofom  glows  j 
Apt  to  their  limbs,  the  wonted  armours  clofe  : 
Each  confcious  foldier  on  his  chief  attends, 
And  o'er  the  plain  the  ranging  holt  extends  :    690 


rte 
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The  banners  ftream,  redundant  to  the  wind  ; 
All  move,  as  ruled  by  one  informing  mind  ; 
While  high  towards  heaven,  the  CROSS,  in  triumph 

fpread, 
Waves  from  the  van,  and  blazes  at  their  head. 

Now  up.  the  fteep  of  heaven  the  cloudlefs  fun, 
Frefh  in  his  pomp  of  rifing  fplendor  fhone—  -  •    696 
He  flrikes  the  fquadrons  with  a  trembling  light; 
The  flam  gleams  reftlefs,  and  rejects  the  fight  : 
All  aether  flames,  and  fparkles  round  the  hoft, 
And  the  wide  glory  fires  the  diftant  coaft  ;        700 
The  courfers  neigh,  the  clanging  arms  refound, 
deafening  hills  return  the  din  around. 


MEAN  while  the  CHIEF,  great  guardian  of  his 

train, 

Renders  all  (lights  of  lurking  ambufh  vain  : 
He  fends  the  light  arm'd  horfe  detach'd  before,  705 
To  fcour  the  woodland  and  the  winding  fliore; 
The  pioneers  with  previous  labours  go, 
Pull  down  the  lofty,  and  fupply  the  low, 
Unfold  the  ftrair,  detect  the  covert  way, 
And  give  large  travel  to  the  wide  array.  710 


M  4  NOT 
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NOT  the  rude  onfets  of  encountering  foes, 
Soon  fcatter'd,  could  the  impervious  march  ep- 

pofe; 

Not  the  proud  rampart,  and  the  fteepy  mound. 
The  guarded  battlement,  and  trench  profound—?? 
In  vain  by  thickets,  rocks,  and  hills,  withitood,  715 
The  fifing  foreft,  and  the  rufhing  flood ! 
So  when  the  Po,  imperial  torrent,  fwells, 
No  power  refifts  him,  and  no  force  repels ; 
Deep  from  the  root  the  fylvan  (hade  he  heaves, 
The  ruin  rolls  ingulph'd  within  his  waves ;       720 
He  foams,  he  roars,  he  bounds  along  the  plain, 
An4  bears  his  prey  triumphant  to  the  Main. 

MEAN  time,  the  king  of  Tripoli,  alarm'd, 
|Vlann'd  every  hold,  and  every  man  he  arm'd ; 
But  ftill  reftrain'd  his  powers,  his  wealth  fuppreft, 
And  ruled  the  wrath  rebellious  in  his  breaft  ^ 
"Vyith  fpecious  gifts,  and  ill  diflembled  cheer. 
Beneath,  feign'd  fri^ndfhip  he  difguifed  his 
Signed  every  term  that  GODFREY  would  impofe, 
And  gave  wide  progrefs  to  his  potent  foes.        739 

WHERE,  fouth  from  Salem,  Seir's  hills  arife, 
And  eaftward  range,  incumbent  o'er  the  lki.es, 

Promifcuous 
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Promifcuous  pours  a  numerous  troop  of  friends, 
And  joyful,  every  fex  and  age  defcends  : 
Large  gifts,  the  tributeof  their  love,  they  bring  735 
To  the  great  CHIEF,  of  Chriftian  armies  king ; 
They  view  the  wondrous  man  with  ftrange  de 
light, 

Prefs  to  his  touch,  and  dwell  upon  his  fight ; 
Thro'   ways  well  known   conduct  his  journey'd 

hott, 
And  point  his  pafTage  o'er  the  hoftile  coaft.       740 

STILL  toward  the  deep,   the  windings  they  ex 
plore, 

On  fea-beat  fhallows,  and  the  fanded  fhore  $ 
Off  to  the  right  the  fhips  of  burden  ride, 
And  plow  the  furge  that  murmurs  at  their  fide. 
Convenient  here,  the  flying  barge  from  far,      74/5 
Imports  the  various  implements  of  war ; 
Replete  from  Scios,  and  the  Greekifh  ides, 
All  autumn  in  the  copious  navy  fmiles  ; 
While  luicious  Crete  her  generous  juice  beilows, 
And  to  the  hoft  the  purple  vintage  flows,          750 

FROM  Britain,  Belgia,  and  the  Gallic  bays, 
from  Venice,  native  of  the  circling  fcas  j 

Th? 
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The  gulph  of  Genoa,  and  Tufcan  ihores, 
And  where  Sicilia  piles  her  naval  ftores  ; 
Ships',  barks,  and  galliesr,  cut  the  Midland-main, 
And  join  in  arms,  a  complicated  train. 
For  here  no  Pagan  .to  the  driving  gale, 
With  daring  hand  unfurls  his  timorous  fail  ; 
UnrivaTd  round,  the  huge  Armada  rides, 
And  with  a  foreft  veils*  the  nether  tides  ;  760 

Beneath  the  load,  indignant,  Ocean  fwells, 
vei&l  laboiH-s,  a&4;  the  furge  rebels. 


Nc'd  from  -the  circling  world  the  fleet  unites  $ 

One  wifh  informs  them,  and  one  caufe  invites  : 

. 

Their  .  murmuring    keels    divide    the    fide-long 
coaft,  765 

With  large  provifion  to  the  landed  ho  ft  -, 
Then  launch'd,  they  fhout,  aad  fcoqr  the  wind 

ing  (hore, 

Hoift  every  fail,  and  ply  with  every  oar  ; 
All  bound,  where  CHRIST  the  dear  ablution  fhed, 
And,  for  a  fmful  world,  a  finlefs  vi6lim  bled,     770 

FAME  flies  thro*  Sion.with  preceding  found, 
And  hades  to  fpread  the  fearful  news  around  ; 
The  powers,  the  names,  the  numbers,  all  Ihe  fums— 
cc  See,  fee,"  flie  cries,  "  the  dreaded  vidor  comes  ! 

«  His 
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f«  His  fteps  a  troop  of  matchlefs  heroes  wait,    775 

"  Known  to  the  field,  the  delegates  of  fate  : 

«c  Fear  ye,  whofe  fhort  enduring  power  detains 

"  The  facred  city,  and  her  faints  in  chains ! 

"  He   comes-,    and  on  his   conquering   weapon 

brings, 
<«  Death  to  her  foes,  and  terror  to  her  kings!"  783 

Thofe  ills,  that  prefent  We  might  learn  to  bear, 
In  profpecl:  fpread,  and  magnify  by  fear  ; 
The  phantom  realized  in  fancy's  eye, 
Is  greater  ill  than  all  thofe  ills  we  fly. 
With  bufy  face,  and  ever  liftening  ear,  785 

Reftlefs  they  run  to  learn,  but  dread  to  hear-, 
Throughout  the  city,  and  adjacent  plains, 
Tumultuous  hade,  diftruft,  and  rumour  reigns-, 
While  in  her  old  malicious  Tyrant's  foul, 
Black  thoughts  and  hoary  machinations  roll.     790 

i 

FOR  ALADINE  in  S ion  newly  throned, 

Beneath  the  proud  uiurper  Judah  groan'd  : 

Dire  was  the  native  pnrpofe  of  his  mind, 

To  every  aft  of  early  ill  inclined  ; 

But  as  his  years  increafr,  his  fires  afiwage,         70- 

Allay  with  time,  and  mitigate  wiih  age; 

?  He 
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He  learns  the  progrefs  of  the  Chriftian  powers, 
That  like  a  torrent  comes  to  fap  his  towers  j 
And  a  new  doubt  his  anxious  bofom  tears — 
Treafon  within,  and  force  without,  he  fears.     800 

FOR  Salem's  facred  city,  then  inclofed, 
Two  different  fe&s,  of  different  faith,  compofed  ; 
In  CHRIST,  divine  inftructor,  thofe  believ'd  j 
And  thefe,  in  Macon,  carnally  deceiv'd : 
In  number,  and  in  power,  the  laft  excel  j  805 

The  former,  only,  in  believing  well. 
But  late,  when  he  the  imperial  feat  attain'd, 
And  fcepter'd  o'er  the  powers  of  Judah  reign'd, 
The  Paynims  lighten'd  from  the  tax  of  flate, 
Jrle    whelms    the  Chriftians    with    the    unequal 
weight.  8 10 

SUSPICIOUS  hence,  he  trembles  in  his  turn, 
Left  injury  with  due  refentment  burn. 
Rous'd  at  the  thought,  his  native  wrath  rcfpires, 
And  wakes  the  fury  of  his  {lumbering  fires  •, 
The  glut  of  future  carnage  feafts  his  foul,        815 
And  in  his  eye  new  fcenes  of  flaughter  roll. 
Thus  numb,  and  peaceful, lies  fome  poifonous  fnake, 
Cbill'd  in  the  dropping  of  a  wintry  brake  j 
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Till,  warm'd  beneath  the  fun's  returning  ray, 
He    ftirs,     and    curls,     and    kindles    with    the 
day;  820 

Revived  to  ill,  his  burnifh'd  fpires  arife, 
And  venom  lightens  from  his  fanguine  eyes. 

"  BEHOLD,"  he  faid,  "  malicious  in  their  joy, 
<c  How  the  fmile   lurks,  when  Chriflians  would 

deftroy ! 
"  In    tranfport   hufh'd,    they  wait   the  coming 

foe,  825 

<c  Their  hearts  exulting  in  the  publick  woe  : 
«*  Nor  lefs  fuch  fecret  meditations  mean, 
"  Than  nightly  treafons,    and  fome  murderous 

fcene ; 

"  Or  thro*  our  gates  yon  hoftile  powers  to  guide, 
"  To  us  tho'  hoftile,  yet  to  them  allied.  830 

"  BUT  prudence  bids  to  difappoint  the  blow, 
"  And  turn  its  force,  retorted  on  the  foe ; 
"  The  traitor's  fcheme  (hall  on  himfelf  recoil, 
"  And  take  him,  with  his  own  invented  toil. 
"  Stabb'd    on    the  bread,    let   bleeding    infants 
die ;  835 

J«  Each  fex,  and  age,  in  mingling  (laughter  lie ; 

"  While 
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"  While  hoary   on  the  -fluine   their  ./priefts  ex-; 

pire, 
<c  And  every  temple  flames  a  funeral  pyre ! 

So  brew'd  the  murderous  mifchief  in  his  mind, 
Tubious  to  ad,  what  deadly  he  defigned  5         840 
The  threatful  ftorm,  fuperior  fears  controul, 
And  do  the  work  of  mercy -in  his  foul ; 
While  the  fell  purpofe  thro'  his  bofom  boils, 
With  rancour  rifes,  and  with  dread  recoils, 
Left  to  himfelf  like  fortune  might  betide,  845 

Compell'd  to  crave  that  mercy  he  denied, 
And  all  the  war,  with  defperate  vengeance  fpedj 
Should  pour  its  wrath  on  his  devoted  head* 

THE  Tyrant  hence,  irrefolute  in  rage, 
Diverts  the  fury  which  he  can't  afTwage ;  850 

Lays  the  wide  fuburbs  level  with  the  ground, 
And  further  fpreads  confuming  fires  around  5 
Fell  poifon  with  the  living  fount  he  blends, 
Where    death    amid    the    rolling    ftreams    de- 

fcends ; 

A6ls  all  a  cruel  prudence  can  fuggeft,  855 

And  feeds  the  fiend  that  ravens  in  his  breafL 

DEFENSIVE 
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DEFENSIVE  next,  the  city  claims  his  cares ; 
The  mound  he  deepens,  and  the  breach  repairs  : 
Three  fides,  impregnable,  difdain'd  the  fray  ; 
Sole,  on  the  north,  the  doubt  of  battle  lay :       860 
But  here,  with  utmoft  vigilance  he  plies ; 
The  bars  are  doubled,  and  the  ramparts  rife ; 
And  lad,  with  native,  and  auxiliar  powers, 
He  arms  her  wards,  and  fortifies  her  towers. 
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H  E  King,  in  each  anticipating  thought, 
Thus  foil'd  his  foes,    and  future  combats 

fought ; 

When  lo!  ISMENO,  horrid  Seer,  drew  nigh, 
A  vicious  councilor,  and  dread  ally  ; 
ISMENO,  deep  in  all  the  powers  of  hell,  5 

The  myftic  philter,  and  infernal  fpell !— ?•. 
The  monumental  corfe  ISMENO  warm'd, 
And  the  pale  dead  with  mimic  life  inform'd ; 
Compelled  the  fiends  to  iffue  to  his  aid, 
And  hell's  dread  king  in  his  own  realms  obey'd.  10 
A  Chriftian  once,  he  late  transferr'd  his  vows, 
And  now  to  Macon,  fitter  mafter,  bows ; 
Nor  well  the  form  of  either  fyftem  knew, 

to  the  firft,  nor  to  the  latter  true : 

N  2  Still 
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Still  were  the  terms  of  facrecl  phrafe  retain'd,     15 
Mix'd  in  his  fongs,  and  in  his  rites  profaned  •, 
With  lore  divine  the  abhorrent  charm  he  yokes, 
And  Iligheft  Heaven  with  deeped  hell  invokes. 
Dire  from  his  cave,  where,  impioufly  retired, 
His  arts  he  pra&ifed  and  his  (kill  acquired,         20 
He  ifTued,  grateful  to  a  Tyrant's  will  -9 
And  thus  advifed  the  minjlter  of  ill. 

"  You  fee,  O  King,  the  fury  of  our  foes, 
u  Flufh'd  with  the  palt,  for  future  conquefl  glows; 
"  But  fury  is  by  anfwering  force  controlPd,        25 
<c  And  heaven  is  prompt  in  favour  to  the  bold. 
<c  Thrice  happy  Judah,  doubly  arm'd  in  thee  ! 
*'  Fxpert  to  a6t,  as  cautious  to  forefee, 
<*  Who  fingly  boaft  the  twofold  power  to  fave, 
"  Mature  for  counfel,  as  for  combat  brave.         30 
"  Ah  would  your  fubjecls  catch  the  kindred  fire, 
cc  And  bravely  emulate  as  you  infpire, 
16  Then  GODFREY,    foon  entomb'd,    might  here 

obtain 

*c  Unenvied  tenure,  and  a  Hill  domain. 
<c  Forme,  whaf.e'er  fage  fcience  may  devife,       35 
4t  Whatever  of  truft  in  deepeft  magic  lies, 
14  I  bring,  prepared,  through  each  adventurous  ftate, 
**  To  ward  your  danger,  or  to  Ihare  your  fate  j 

"  Bow'd 
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u  Bow'd  to  the  lore  of  necromantic  laws, 
"  The  hoft  exiled   from  heaven  fhall  aid   your 
caufe :  40 

"  Then  lift  to  what  my  firft  instructions  move ; 
"  And  what  I  counftl,  let  my  king  approve. 

"  REMOTE,  and  deep  withdrawn  from  vulgar 

eyes, 

"  A  (hrine  beneath  the  Chriftian  temple  lies, 
"  With  mew  of  pompous  confecration  placed,  45 
"  And  the  bright  Image  of  their  Goddefs  graced: 
"  A  mortal  deity  this  Virgin  bore, 
"  And  her  thofe  lefts  idolatrous  adore*, 
"  His  vows  to  her  the  travell'd  pilgrim  pays, 
"  The  lights  perpetual  round  her  idol  blaze ;    50 
"  While   veil'd,    and   paflive,    me    attends    the 

throng, 

"  Their  various  offering,  and  their  faintly  fong. 
"  But  thence,  by  your  imperial  hand  convey'd, 
u  Tranfport  the  form  of  this  Maternal  Maid, 
"  And  laid  within  our  Prophet's  facred  fane,      55 
"  Let  ritual  fong  and  circling  charms  retain  : 
"  For  fuch  the  force  of  our  myfterious  art, 
6<  And  fuch  the  powers  my  wondrous  fpells  im 
part, 

N  3 
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"  That  while  this  new  Palladium  we  poflefs, 
"  Your  arms  (hall  ever  meet  the  wifh'd  fuccefs,  60 
"  Thefe  walls  impregnable  enfure  your  reign, 
*'  And  hoftile  fury  ilorm  around  in  vain." 

HE  fpoke;  and  prompt  to  ill  the  Tyrant  rofe  : 
Impatience  through  his  kindling  afptc~l  glows; 
Unhallow'd,  to  the  latent  fhrine  he  flies,  65 

And  grafps,  with  arms  impure,  the  Virgin  Prize  : 
In  vain  the  zealous  miniftry  withftands, 
Opprobrious,  he  infults  their  reverend  bands ; 
Then  bears  his  facrilege  to  Macon's  fane, 
Where  Heaven  was  ever  deaf,  and  prayer  pro- 
phane  :  70 

The  Sorcerer  with  dread  action  ftalks  around, 
And  fhocks  with  blafphemy  the  trembling  ground, 

AND  now  fucceeding  morn?  array 'd  in  white, 
Had  filver'd  Solyma  with  new-born  light  ; 
His  charge  in  vain  the  anxious  keeper  fought,    7^ 
As  quickly  vanifh'd  as  prophanely  brought : 
All  pale,  the  tidings  to  his  prince  he  bears, 
Who  fcarce  the  mcfTenger  in  madnefs  fpares, 
But  o'er  the  Chriilians  all  his  rage  renews, 
For  malice  ne'er  wants  colour  to  accufc.  So 

Yet 
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Yfct,  whether  mortal  arm  may  boaft  the  deed, 
Or  Heaven's  high  hand  the  captive  Image  freed, 
Remote  the  God  dels  from  pollution  bore, 
And  left  the  Tyrant  blindly  to  explore — 
The  times  declare  riot  •,   but  in  filence  chufe        85 
To  leave  the  deep  decifion  to  the  mule, 
Who  would  all  praife  in  piety  a(Tign 
As  due  to  power  fupenor  and  divine. 

STRICT  was  the  fearch   the  charing  monarch 

made, 

And  wide  his  minifters  of  wrath  invade ;  90 

His  threats,  and  vows,  or  menace,  or  invite, 
Whom  rack  could  terrify,  or  gold  requite  i 
The  wizard  too  his  impious  art  applies, 
And  to  his  aid  emerging  demons  rife  : 
Nor  art,  nor  yet  demoniac  aid  avails,  95 

Nor  deepeft  hell  imparts  what  Heaven  conceals. 
But  when,  no  more  with  baffled  charms  amufcd, 
The  King  in  wrath  conceived  his  power  abufed* 
His  limbs  all  trembled,  and  his  tyes  (hot  flame, 
And  vengeful  fury  fhook  his  labouring  frame:  100 
Rouz'd  in  the  wrath  of  unforgiving  age, 
Againft  the  faithful  burn'd  his  endlefs  rage  ; 
«  Perifh  I"  he  cried,  "  Deftrudion  fcize  on  all ! 
«'  So,  with  the  race,  the  curs'd  offender  fall. 

N  4  "  Yes, 
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"  Yes,  e're  the  guilty  'fcape  the  wrath  decreed, 
"  Perifh  the  juft,  and  let  the  guiklefs  bleed  !     106 
"  What  faid  I,  guiltlefs  ?— O  ill-fuited  name  ! 
<c  Alike  all  Chriftians  all  our  vengeance  claim  ; 
"  Foes  to  our  Prophet,  traitors  to  our  ftate, 
"  They  juftly  fuffer  by  the  laws  they  hate.         1 10 
<c  Up,  up,  my  fubjects,  with  the  fword  and  fire  ; 
cc  Quick  be  their  doom,  and  let  their  name  ex- 
pire  1" 

So  fpoke  the  Tyrant ;  Fame  received  the  found. 
And  cloath'd  in  terror,  pours  the  news  around : 
The  blood  from  every  Chriftian  cheek  me  drains, 
Strikes  to   their    hearts,    and   fhudders   in    their 
veins  :  116 

No  force  of  prayer,  no  bold  defence  they  try, 
Fear  froze  their  limbs,  nor  left  the  power  to  fly  5 
While  o'er  their  fouls  impending  horrors  wait, 
And  half  anticipate  the  ftroke  of  fate:  120 

But  fuccour,  lead  forefeen,  deceived  the  grave  j 
For  Heaven  is  prompt,  as  potent  (till  to  fave. 

THEN  dwelt  in  Solyma  a  blooming  Maid, 
With  inward  Truth,  as  outward  charms  array'd 
Heroic  fentiment  her  bofom  warrn'd,  125 

And  her  bright  limbs  the  infant  Graces  fjrm'd  ; 

Yet 
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Yet  with  unconfcious,  or  regardlefs  eyes, 
She  faw  no  charm,  or  fecn,  refufed  to  prize  ; 
Within  herfelf  her  treafured  fweetnefs  clofed, 
And  private  in  domeftic  peace  repofed.  130 

But  merit  vainly  from  efteem  retires; 
The  world  purfues,  difclofes,  and  admires: 
In  vain  from  Love  the  baihful  Charmer  flies, 
A  bafhful  Youth  perceives,  purfues,  and  dies; 
To  him,  intruding  Love  the  maid  reveaPd,      135 
And  kilFd  with  graces  from  herfelf  conceal'd. 
Love  through  the  fhade  of  deepeft  covert  fpies, 
A  blindfold  Argus  with  a  thoufand  eyes  ; 
A  various  influence  his  powers  impart, 
And  warm  the  chafte,  and  cool  the  wanton  heart. 

SOPHRONIA   Ihe,    whofe  charms   his    love    in- 

fpired ; 

OLINDO  he,  whole  love  thofe  charms  admired; 
In  every  grace,  to  every  virtue  train'd, 
One  faith  inftru&ed,  and  one  town  contain'd. 
Yet  he,  nor  hopes,  nor  Ventures  to  complain,     145 
Hufh'd  as  the  eternal  calm  beneath  the  main  ; 
With  awful  glance  at  diftance  eyes  the  Fair, 
Breathes  but  to  figh,  and  loves  but  to  defpair; 
A  prey  to  filrnt  a  guifh,  mou-ns  alone, 
Uniccn,  unmark'd,  unpitied,  and  unknown.       150 

THE 
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THE  dire  decree  arrefts  SopHRONiA'sear, 
Nor  taught  the  Chriftian  for  herfelf  to  fear ; 
To  nobler  views  her  ample  foul  makes  roorr^ 
"With  her  own  death  to  ward  the  publick  doom  ; 
The  generous  Maid  would  greatly  bleed  for  all,  155 
And  one  a  facrifice  for  thoufands  fall. 
Strong  zeal  infpired,  and  native  courage  taught, 
But  female  decency  reproves  the  thought ; 
Nor  fo  prevail'd,  for  refolutely  fhamed, 
The  bolder  blufh  through  bafhfulnefs  enflamed.  1 60 
On  through  the  gazing  croud  fhe  pad  alone, 
And  like  a  ftar  newfifen  the  Virgin  fhone  j 
A  veil  thrown  o'er  her  charms  with  thindifguife, 
But  half  eclips'd  the  danger  of  her  eyes  ; 
Adorn'd,  with  eafy  negligence  fhe  moves,         1 65 
And  every  eye  engages,  and  reproves  • 
For  mildnefs  brightening  through  majeilic  grace, 
Spoke  in  her  rnein,  and  lighten'd  in  her  face. 

THUS  gazed  by  all,  on  paft  the  lovely  dame, 
And  fearlefs  to  the  royal  prefence  came ;  1 70 

Dire  was  the  form  the  Tyrant's  vifage  wore, 
Which  fhe  in  innocence,  regardlefs,  bore. 
"  C)  turn,"  fhe  cried,  "  the  terrors  of  thy  ire, 
"  Nor  thou,  O  King,  againfl  thyfelf  confpire  ; 

"  Taint 
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"  Taint  not  the  guardian  glories  of  thy  reign,  175 
<c  With  bleeding  innocents,  and  fubje&s  (lain  : 
"  'Tis  mine  to  give  the  traitor  to  thy  view, 
u  To  point  thy  wrath,  and  point  the  vengeance 
due." 

THAT  decent  confidence,  and  awful  grace, 
IVJix'd  with  the  glories  of  that  lovelicil  face,     180 
Surprized  the  Monarch  ;  half  abafh'd  he  (lands, 
And  feels,   that  beauty,   more  than  kings,   com 
mands  : 

Low  funk  before  the  Fair  all  forms  of  pride, 
And  bend  for  mercy  to  the  fuppliant  fide, 
For  mutual  grace  unbind  the  fovereign  brow,    185 
Wifhful  to  find,  and  willing  to  allow  j 
But  the  fond  hope  no  anfwering  fmiles  impart, 
And  wayward  beauty  damps  the  kindling  heart. 
Not  love,  but  fullen  pleafure  feiz'd  his  fenfe, 
A  fhort  amazement,  and  a  (till  fufpenfe  :  190 

u  At  your  requeft,"  the  Monarch  mild  replies, 
"  Fate  is  no  more,  and  icarce  the  guilty  dies.'* 
Then  (lie — "  Behold  the  criminal  attends ! 
"  This  hand  perform'd,  what  dill  my  heart  com* 

mends ; 

"  From  ftrange  pollution  bore  our  Sacred  Dame, 
"  And  I  alone  your  dreaded  vengeance  claim."  196 
7  THUS 
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THUS,  arm'd  for  pain,  unterrified  by  death, 
Thus  the  fweet  Innocence  refigns  her  breath ; 
Her  life  a  ranfom  for  her  country  yields, 
And  a  whole  flate  with  wide  protection  fliields.  200 

SURPRIZED  he  paufed,  yet  feeming  to  require 
A  form  lefs  fair,  and  apter  to  his  ire  : 
"  Say,  who  confpired,  who  prompted  to  the  deed? 
"  Nor  give  a  breaft  fo  foft  as  thine  to  bleed." 
tc  All  rivals,"  fhe  return'd,  u  my  works  difclajm, 
"  Nor  brook  a  partner  in  the  deeds  of  fame  :     206 
"  My  courage  prompted  what  my  thoughts  con 
fpired  ; 

ic  Alone  I  counfell'd,  and  alone  acquired." 
*«  On  thee  alone,"  the  Tyrant  then  replied, 
*'  Be  the  full  weight  of  my  refentment  tried  !"  210 
"  'Tis  juft, 'tisjuft,"  fhe  cried,  "  nor  I  repine •, 
"  Mine  be  the  penalty,  the  glory  mine  !" 

NEW  choler  now  his  gathering  vifage  fwells, 
And  all  the  tyrant  in  his  heart  rebels  : 
44  How,  where,  haft  thou  prefumed  thy  theft  to 

hide  ?  215 

«  Say,  quick,  nor  further  urge  thy   fate!"    he 

cried. 

"  Not 
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"  Not  refcued,"  bold  (he  faid,  "  to  be  betray'd, 

«  Is  the  bleft  fhape  of  that  Celeftial  Maid. 

"  Vain   you  require   what,   now  confumed  with 

flame, 

"  Nor  infidels  can  touch,  nor  kings  reclaim.     220 
"  What  would  you  more  ?  your  former  captive 

freed, 

"  You  hold  the  criminal  who  boafts  the  deed. 
<c  But  why  the  criminal  to  me  transferr'd  ? 
*6  Muft  fubjefts  bleed,  when  kings    alone  -have 

err'd  ? 

"  What  you  unjuftly  feiz'd,  I  juftly  gain'd  ;      225 
"  And  guiltlefs,  purified  what  you  profaned." 

SHE  fpoke ;   and,  from  within,   the  labouring 

ftorm 

Rofe  in  his  voice,  and  fpread  o'er  all  his  form  : 
,  The  dire  diftemper  of  the  Tyrant's  foul, 
No  mercy  mitigates,  no  bounds  controul;         230 
In  vain  officious  Love  his  Favourite  arms, 
And  lends  an  unavailing  (hield  of  charms. 

By  doom  fevere,  he  judg'd  the  fcarlefs  dame 
With  beauty's  gifts  to  feed  devouring  flame : 
officious  villains  on  his  wrath  attend  ;  235 

ler  veil  and  floating  robe  they  rudely  rend  ; 

Strifb 
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Strict  round  her  arms  the  livid  cordage  wind, 
And  to  the  flake  the  lamb-like  vidim  bind ; 
"While  meek,  and  filent,  me  attends  her  fate, 
In  pain  unalter'd,  and  in  death  fedate,  240 

Save  that  the  rofe  its  wonted  manfion  fled, 

like  the  lilly  droop'd  her  beauteous  head. 


THE  bufy  rumour  fpread  with  murmuring  found; 
The  vulgar  ran,  and  cluttering  pour'd  around. 
OLINDO  too  in  trembling  hade  drew  near,          245 
With  love  prophetic,  and  all  pale  with  fear. 
But  when,  by  foul  dift  railing  woe  oppreft, 
The  dreaded  truth  his  haplefs  eyes  confeft, 
His  love  condemn'd,  in  cruel  fetters  bound, 
And  the  dire  minifters  of  death  around  ;  250 

The  Youth  all  frantic  through  the  tumult  broke, 
And  thus  the  King  in  rage  and  hafte  befpoke  : 
"  Not  fo,  not  fo,  my  lord,  this  vaunting  dame 
"  Shall  arrogate,  what  only  I  can  claim  : 
"  She  did  not,  would  not,  could  not  fingly  dare 
"  A  work  fo  weighty,  and  a  deed  fo  rare;         256 
"  The  guard  with  unexperienc'd  crafc  deceive, 
"  And  from  her  feat  the  mafTy  fubftance  heave: 
"  This  arm  atchieved  what  (he  afTumes  in  vain.'* 
(Ah  thus  he  loved,  though  hopelefs  to  obtain !)  260 

He 
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added, — "  Favour'd  by  the  friendly  night, 
"  Where  your  proud  fane  admits  theeaftern  light, 
*'  I  fcaled  the  fteep,  and  gain'd   the  dangerous 

pafs, 

**  And  through  the  poftern  bore  the  facred  mafs : 
"  Nor  (hall  me  thusufurp  a  foreign  fpoil,  •      265 
*c  With  hazard  enterprized,  and  earn'd  with  toil  •, 
*c  Mine  are  thefe  welcome  tortures,  chains,  and 

flame, 
«  The  trophied  monument,  and  deathlefs  name." 

HER  eyes  from  earth  the  grateful  Charmer  rais'd, 
And  gently  chiding,  on  her  Lover  gazed : 
*c  Say  whence  the  frenzy  that  infects  thy  mind,  270 
M  And  why,  ah  why,  to  me  feverely  kind  ? 
*c  Sufficient  to  my  fate,  howe'er  I  feem, 
"  Thy  life  would  but  more  cruelly  redeem  : 
"  I  want  not  fuch  fociety  in  pain  ; 
*c  Whate'er  he  dares  inflict,  I  dare  fuftain."       275 

The    Maid,  in    vain,    the    enamour'd    Youth 

addreft, 

Nor  fhook  the  fteady  purpofe  of  his  bread : 
His  fate,  in  vain,  the  ftedfaft  Youth  demands ; 
The  Maid,  as  ftedfaft,  and  as  kind,   withftands. 

O  wondrous 
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O  wondrous  pair !  — Unpleafing,  pleafing  fight !  2  So 
Where  love,  and  virtue,  amicably  fight ; 
Where  death  alone  is  to  the  victor  dear, 
And  fafety's  all  the  vanquifli'd  wretch  can  fear. 

BUT  now  his  wrath  the  King  no  longer  rein'd, 
Who  vengeful  judged  his  regal  power  difdain'd :  .285 
"  Ceafe,  ceafe ! "  with  cruel  irony  he  cries ; 
"  You  both  have  won,  and  fhall  obtain  the  prize." 
Quick,  at  his  beck,  the  guards,  who  waited  round. 
With  chains,  the   brave,  the  blooming   (tripling 

bound  ; 

Then  back  to  back  the  Lovely  Pair  they  tied,  290 
And  whom  they  join  in  death,  in  death  divide. 

AND  now,  applied  to  the  furrounding  pyre, 
Contagious  breath  provokes  the  lingering  fire, 
A  mournful  pauie  the  plaintive  lover  broke* 
And  to  his  loved,  his  patient  partner,  fpoke  :    295 
"  Are    then    my    vows,    my    tedious    fufterings 

crown'd, 

"  With  thee  in  fuch  eternal  fpoufals  bound  ? 
"  Far  other  ties  my  flattering  fancy  framed, 
"  Far  other  fire  my  faithful  bread  inflamed  ! 
"  Nor  thefe  the  ties  that  bind  connubial  hearts  j 
"  Nor  thefe  the  fires  the  bridal  lamp  imparts!  301 

"  SAD 
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<c  SAD  is  the  fcene  our  nuptial  pomp  difplays, 
k<  And  long  I  earn'd  what  fate  feverely  pays, 
"  While  life  dill  funder'd  whom  the  grave  unites, 
"  And  death  my  fond  unfailing  faith  requites.  305 
"  But  yet,  with  thee,  even  agony  finds  eafe ; 
"  Death  knows  to  charm,  and  pain  can  learn  to 

pleafe : 

tc  Thy  fate  alone  can  teach  me  to  repine, 
"  And  all  the  pangs  you  feel  are  doubly  mine* 
«*  Ah!  could  I  but  obtain,  that,  bread  to  bread, 
"  Of  thee  in  this  my  lated  hour  pofTeft,  311 

Cl  I  might  but  catch  thee  with  my  clofing  eye, 
"  And  my  lad  breath  within  thy  bofom  figh— 
"  That  were  a  blifs,  beyond  what  life  could  give  5 
"  It  were  indeed  too  much  to  feel,  and  live  !"    315 

THUS  he,  with  various  agitation  moved ; 
And  thus  the  Maid  with  gentle  fpeech  reproved. 

<c  NOT  thefe  the  griefs,  the  cares,  you  fhould 

attend  •, 

p  Far  other  griefs,  far  other  cares,  impend — 
t*c  The  dreadful  fummons  of  offended  POWER,  320 
"  The  doubtful  fentence,  and  the  mortal  hour ! 
"  The  lapfe  of  frailty,  and  the  kindling  flame, 
i*  Alike  thy  penitence  and  tranfport  claim  ; 

.VOL.  I.  O  "  The 
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"  The  martyr,  with  peculiar  fplendours  bright, 
"  Sekfted  fits  above  the  fons  of  light  1  325 

«*  View  yon  fair  azure  with  defiring  eye, 
"  Nor  fear  to  tread  the  glories  of  the  fky  : 
€C  But  O — beyond,  beyond, — what  fcenes  invite  ! 
"  O'er  Heaven,  another  Heaven,  Hill  opening  to 
our  fight !"  329 

SOFT  forrows  feiz'd  the  pale  deploring  crowd  : 
The  Pagans  wept  their  pitying  griefs  aloud  •, 
But  not  the  Chriftians  the  dill  temped  (how, 
They  drink  their  tears,  and  choak  the  fwelling  woe* 
The  King,  who  felt  unwonted  pity  rife, 
Melt  in  his  foul,  and  moiften  in  his  eyes,  335 

Retired,  the  foft  emotion  to  controul, 
And  fix  the  flinty  temper  of  his  foul. 
But  you,    bright    Maid,    tranfcendent    greatnefe 
proved, 

By  weeping  floods  and  circling  flames  unmoved^ 
Infpired  an  anguifh  you  refufed  to  own,  340 

In  grief  fuperior,  and  in  crowds  alone  ! 

THUS  hope  was  far  from  every  weeping  eye, 
And  death  amid  involving  fires  drew  nigh; 
When,  mounted  like  fome  favourite  fon  of  fame, 
A  Stranger  to  the  mourning  concourfe  came :    345 

In 
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In  foreign  femblance,  and  unwonted  mode, 
Proud  thro'  the  parting  throng  the  hero  rode  ; 
CLORINTDA'S  corfelet  graced  the  warrior's  breaft, 
And  the  famed  tygrefs  raven'd  on  her  ere  ft ; 
The  admiring  crouds  her  awful  fignal  own,        350 
To  routed  hofts  and  trembling  nations  known. 

,    WITH  nobler  gifts  of  native  worth  adorn'd, 
;The  heroic  Maid  her  fex's  foftnefs  fcorn'd  ; 
Scorn'd  each  important  toil  of  female  hearts, 
The  tricking  ornament,  and  needled  arts,         355 
The  filken  indolence,  the  foft  fatigue, 
The  chamber'd  fpleen,  and  clofeted  intrigue : 
Nor  envious  breath  her  virgin  honour  ftain'd, 
Through  wander'd  climes   and    foughten    fields 

retain'd  •, 

.While  o'er  the  beauties  of  her  lovelieft  face,      360 
Delight  fat  fierce,  and  fmiled  with  dreaded  grace. 

WITH  early  third  of  each  adventurous  deed, 
She  (leer'd  the  manage  of  the  bounding  freed ; 
With  infant  arm  would  launch  the  whittling  fpear, 
Whirl  the  rough  difk,  and  wield  the  fword  in  air-, 
And  fdil'd  each  rival  with  contending  grace,     366 
Strain'd  in  the  grafp,  or  diftanced  in  the  race. 

O  2  Now 
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Now  from  the  hills  the  fhaggy  fpoils  fhe  tore, 
The  brinded  lion,  and  the  tufky  boar ; 
And. lad  whole  hofls  beneath  her  prowefs  yield, 
She  riots  like  a  tygrefs  o'er  the  field.  371 

From  Perfia  late  the  fair  deftroyer  came, 
And  bore  deep  hatred  to  the  Chrifbian  name  ; 
Oft  had  fhe  bathed  the  mountains  with  their  blood, 
And  with  their  bodies  choak'd  the  purpling  flood : 
At  Salem  juft  arrived,  her  wandering  view,     376 
Afpiring  flames  and  murmuring  tumults  drew. 
When  curious  to  enquire  flie  turn'd  with  fpeed, 
And  o'er  the  pavement  urg'd  her  flying  fleed. 

THE  crowd  gave  way;  the  Amazonian  Fair  3  80 
With  flric~t  regard  beheld  the  captive  pair — 
The  Virgin  filent,  while  the  Youth  repined ; 
The  ftronger  plaintive,  and  the  weak  refigned  j 
But  plaintive  he,  as  in  her  fufferings  pain'd9 
No  pangs  but  for  the  dearer  Maid  fuftain'd  ;    385 
She  filent,  as  her  fpeech  were  in  her  eyes, 
To  hold  fuperior  converfe  with  the  fkies, 
As  though  her  foul  had  took  a  previous  flight, 
The  mortal  fufferings  pafTed,  and  Heaven  in  fight. 

CLOR  IND A'S  breaft  divine  companion  fill'd,    390 
Her  filvcr  lids  the  pitying  drops  diftill'd  -, 

But 
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But  chief  me   mourn'd,    and  chief  admired  the 

Maid, 

Placid  in  pain,  nor  even  in  death  difmay'd  ; 
Then  fervent  thus  a  neighbouring  Sage  addreft : 
"  Ah  !  whence  this  lovely  pair,  and  why  diftreft  ? 
"  Such  death,  where  fuch  apparent  virtues  fhine, 
"  What  crime  can  merit,  or  what  heart  defign  ?" 

SHE  fpoke;  the  man  of  courtefy  explain'd 
Whate'er  of  note  the  mournful  tale  contain'd  : 
Her  foul,  with  kindred  dignity  infpired,  400 

Their  guilt  acquitted,  and  their  worth  admired ; 
And  foon  her  enterprifing  thoughts  prefume 
By  fuit,  or  battle,  to  reverfe  their  doom  : 
Quick  from  the  ftake  the  approaching   fire  file 

drew, 

And  thus  fpoke  terror  to  the  liftening  crew  :      405 
<c  Let  none,  with  cruel  or  adventurous  hand, 
«c  Officious  dare  to  act  what  I  withftand, 
"  Till  from  the  court  returning  orders  bring 
"  Freedom,  or  fate,  determin'd  by  your  King : 
"  Nor  fear  in  this  to  roufe  the  monarch's  rage;  410 
"  My  will's   your  warrant,    and  my  word  you.r 

gage." 

So  faying,  to  their  fouls  fhe  look'd  difmay, 
As  only  born  for  others  to  obey ; 

O  3  Then 
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Then  fwift  to  court  the  lovely  fuitor  ran, 

But  obvious  met  the  King,  and  brief  began.     415 

"  E'RE  this,  O  King,  CLORiNDA'sdiftantfame 
"  Has  haply  taught  your  ear  a  (Iranger's  name, 
"  Who  comes, you'll  fay  prefumpuious,  thus  alone, 
cc  To  guard  our  faith,  and  vindicate  your  throne. 
"  Whatever  of  war  the  various  terms  comprize, 
"  Within  my  fphere  of  copious  battle  lies ;       42 1 
««  Nor  aught  above  me,  nor  beneath  I  know, 
*'  From  the  proud  bulwark  to  repel  the  foe, 
"  To  form  the  phalanx,  or  to  lead  the  field, 
"  Or  hand  to  hand  the  deadly  weapon  wield."  425 

SnEceas'd-,  and  thus  the  King — "  O  glorious 

Maid ! 

*c  Arm  of  the  hod  you  condefcend  to  aid, 
<c  From  pole  to  pole  thy  honour'd  name  is  known, 
"  Thy  fame  unbounded  by  the  diftant  Lone  : 
"  Not  all  this  warlike  confidence  of  towers,     433 
*c  The  force  of  native  and  auxiliar  powers, 
f c  Such  truft  defenfive  of  our  throne  provide, 
"  As  that  right  hand,  that  weapon  at  thy  fide. 
fc  Come  GODFREY,  come,  v/ith  laurels  on  thy  brow, 
*c  Thy  march  too  fwift,  fo  late,  is  tedious  now;  435 
*  «  Nor 
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w  Nor  lefs  than  his  CLORINDA'S  glories  claim, 

"  Thy  word  as  abfolute,  as  great  thy  fame ! 

"  Thine  be  the  fphere  of  arbitrary  fway, 

u  The  fecret  council,  and  the  bold  array  ; 

"  Beneath  thy  fcepter'd  hand  my  powers  I  yield, 

"  Firft  in  the  throne,  as  foremoft  in  the  field!  441 


HE  fpoke ;  with  eafy  grace  the  Virgin  bow'd, 
And  fuppliant  thus  her  generous  plea  avow'd  : 
"  Though  ALADINE  may  deem  the  matter  new, 
"  Where  gifts  precede,  and  fervices  enfue,        445 
"  So  highly  your  munificencee  I  hold, 
"  Your  bounty  bids  the  diffident  be  bold. 
"  Then  for  the  aid  I  bring,  the  life  would  fpend, 
"  For  all  I  fhall  perform,  or  may  intend, 
"  To  my  requeft  thofe  wretched  captives  give,  450 
"  And  grant  the  lovely  criminals  may  live. 
"  Their  fentence  merely  on  lufpicion  built, 
«c  Much  might  be  urg'd  abating  of  their  guilt ; 
ic  But  every  plea  of  innocence  I  wave, 
ct  And  fole,  in  lieu  of  future  fervice,  crave.       455 
"  Yet,  mighty  King,  permit  'me  to  difcjaim 
"  The  guilt  imputed  to  the  Chriilian  name  j 
<€  Nor  (hould  I  from  receiv'd  opinion  lead, 
*c  Were  reafon  not  rcfiftleis  to  periiiadei 

04  "  For 
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"  For  ill  the  wizard's  pedant  arts  retain  460! 

"  That  fanftitude  which  Macon's  laws  ordain, 

"  Whole  tenets,  all  replete  with  lore  divine, 

<c  Prohibit  idols  from  his  hallow'd  fhrine. 

cc  To  him  miraculous  afcribe  the  deed, 

"  His  fane  from  guilt  from  profanation  freed ;  465 

lc  Nor  thou  repine,  when  guardian  powers  reject 

"  What  rites  might  innovate,  or  arts  infect 

"  Let  ISM  EN  exercife,  remote  from  arms, 

"  His  maze  of  tricks,  and  unavailing  charms ; 

V  But  the  keen  ufe  of  more  decifive  powers,     470 

*6  The  magic  of  the  circling  blade  be  ours!" 

She  faid  ;  and  tho'  the  Monarch's  ftubborn  bread 
Was  proof  to  aught  foft  pity  could  fuggeft, 
Yet  high  obfervance  of  the  gallant  Maid, 
Her  honour'd  prefence,  and  her  promifed  aid,  475 
Prevailed  :  "  All  pleading,"  he  return'd,  "  is  vain; 
"  CLORINDA  ne'er  can  afk,  but  to  obtain  : 
"  Nor  I  their  innocence  or  guilt  debate  ; 
?c  Be  you  alike  fole  miftrefs  of  their  fate  !" 

THUS    were    they    freed.     OLINDO,    happieft 
youth  !  480 

Great  is  the  recompence  that  waits  thy  truth  j 

Pure 


BOOK      II.  201 

Pure  was  thy  conftant  flame,  fevere  the  tcft, 
And  Heaven  with  equal  retribution  bled. 
Now  beyond  hope  exulting,  from  defpair 
He  pad  afibciate  with  the  yielding  Fair  :          485 
To  death  he  loved  her ;  and  the  grateful  Maid, 
With  a  long  life  of  mutual  love  repaid. 

BUT,  ever  to  a  tyrant's  foul  ingrate, 
He  held  fuch  virtue  dangerous  in  the  ftate ; 
And  diilant  far  the  bridal  exiles  fent,  490 

Rich  in  their  love,  and  each  in  each  content. 
With  thefe  he  banifhes  the  brave,  and  young, 
^nd  every  Chriftian  arm  with  vigour  flrung; 
In  hoftage  then  the  fofter  fex  retains, 
The  tender  infant  binds  in  needlefs  chains,         495 
Whofe  helpleis  cries  the  wonted  names  require, 
The  endearing  hufband,  and  protecting  fire. 

SOME  through  the  devious  wild,  or  mountain 

fhade, 

Where  chance,  or  fadnefs  tempted,  penfive  ftray'd; 
While  fome,  with  glory  and  refentment  fired,     500 
To  heights  of  more  determin'd  worth  afpired, 
Bold  to  Emmaus  bend  their  warlike  courfe, 
And  with  new  arms  augment  the  Chriftian  force ; 

For 
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For  to  Emmaus  no-w  approach'd  their  powers, 
Emmaus,  weft  from  Salem's  regal  towers.         505 
Who  treads  the  frefh  of  April's  early  dew, 
(A  thoufand  fcenes  of  rural  fcope  in  view) 
At  leifure  may  the  mediate  fpace  beguile, 
By  the  third  hour,  the  third  of  Hebrew  flyle. 
While   diftant  yet,   the  town   and  neighbouring 
coaft,  510 

With  the  firft  ken,  falute  the  Chriftian  hoft, 
*'•  Emmaus !"  loud,  triumphing  legions  cry, 
And  catch  the  place  with  long  defiring  eye. 

AN.D  now,  down  heaven,  the  fwift  careering  fun 
His  evening  courfe  of  fteep  direction  run ;        515 
At  GODFREY'S  word  the  travell'd  armies  ftand, 
And  canvas  cities  ride  to  his  command, 
Whofe  tented  canopy,  and  flaxen  fhed, 
O'er  many  a  field  with  ready  ftructure  fpread. 

NOR  yet  heaven's  lamp  forfook  the  etherial  plain, 
But  hover'd  verging  on  the  weftern  main,          521 
When  lo  !  two  peers,  attractive  of  the  eye, 
In  mode  of  foreign  ornament  drew  nigh  : 
Peace  in  their  hands  and  open  brow  they  bear, 
Complacence  in  their  gentle  mien  and  air  ;         525 

With 
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While  gorgeous  equipage  attendant  wait 
Their  embafiy  from  Egypt's  fcepter'd  ftate. 

THE  firft  ALETES,  vers'd  in  every  vice; 
Bafe  was  his  birth,  confpicuous  was  his  rife  : 
O'er  Nile  his  proud  vicegerence  widely  fpread,  530 
And  ftored  with  wiles  was  his  fagacious  head; 
Soft  on  his  lips  perfuafive  fiction  hung, 
Guile  fill'd  his  heart,  and  eloquence  his  tongue ; 
His  manners  eafy,  though  his  genius  (hrewd, 
Fair  to  engage,  and  fubtle  to  delude  ;  535 

Smooth  to  perfuade  with  falfe  illufive  phrafe, 
To  vindicate  with  blame,  or  kill  with  praife. 

WITH  him  ARGANTES,  huge  Circaffian,  came, 
A  flranger  late,  but  quickly  known  to  fame  ;    539 
Through  Egypt,  prime  in  arms,  the  warrior  (hone, 
And  now  a  Satrap  graced  the  Memphian  throne. 
Furious  the  bent  of  his  unconquer'd  foul, 
Nor  knew  his  heart  or  pity  or  controul ; 
Slave  to  his  will,   his  will  by  paliion  fwuy'd, 
Proud,  rcftlefs,  fierce,  untired,and  undifmay'd,  545 
Nor  earth  he  thought  his  match  in  arms  could 

yield, 

As  yet  unrival'd  through  the  fanguine  fielci! 
His  impious  arm  the  only  God  adored, 
His  reaibn  perch'd  upon  his  conquering  fword. 

ADMIT- 
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ADMITTANCE  to  the  General's  ear  they  (lie,  550 
And  introduced  the  royal  GODFREY  view. 
Low  on  a  couch,  in  unaffcded  it  ate, 
Amid  furrounding  chiefs  the  Hero  fate  : 
Plain  was  his  veftment,  negligence  with  grace, 
And  awe  with  meeknefs  lived  within  his  face ;  555 
As  GODFREY  only  could  his  ftate  adorn, 
Too  great  to  value,  though  too  meek  to  fcorn, 

•'   ARGANTES  entering,  fcarce  his  head  inclin'd  j 
Haughty  his  mien,  expreffive  of  his  mind : 
As  from  due  rite  he  purpofely  abftain'd,  560 

for  confcious  merits  in  himfelf  retain'd. 

NOT  fo  ALETES  ;  flruck  with  decent  awe, 
Entering  he  feem'd  half  wifhing  to  withdraw ; 
As  one  furprifed,  his  forward  ftep  repreft, 
And  bore  his  hand  refpeclful  to  his  bread ;         565 
Then  eafy,  bow'd  with  deference  profound. 
And  fix'd  his  eyes  half  clofmgon  the  ground. 
Spontaneous  through  his  lips,  a  wonted  road, 
The  ftream  of  voluntary  diction  flow'd, 
Gentle  as  dews  or  fummer's  evening  rain  570 

To  flake  the  fevers  of  the  fukry  plain  ; 
While  thus  the  Syriac  melted  from  his  tongue, 
And  liftening  princes  on  the  cadence  hung. 

<c  O,  mightieft 
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«c  O,  mightieft  thou!  fole  worthy  of  the  fway, 
"  Where  circling  heroes,  chiefs  like  thefe,  obey,  575 
"  Who  bear  frem  wreaths  on  each  victorious  head, 
"  Fired  by  thy  deeds,  and  by  thy  conduct  led. 
ct  Beyond  the  Herculean  pillar  flies  thy  fame, 
46  And  Egypt  even  to  Nubia  tells  thy  name. 
"  But  chief  our  monarch  marks   thy  wondrous 
ways,  580 

"  Lifts  to  thy  name,  and  dwells  upon  thy  praife  : 
"  No  envy  his  fiiperibr  bofom  fires, 
ct  He  hears  with  pleafure,  with  efteem  admires  ; 
<c  To  worth  like  thine  perceives  his  heart  allied, 
<c  And  is  by  love,  if  not  religion  tied.  585 

"  Yet  well  apprized  of  what  your  arms  intend, 
"  Oppofed  where  he  in  honour  muft  defend, 
"  From  Us  his  amicable  purpofe  know, 
"  A  faithful  friend,  but  a  reluctant  foe. 

cc  WITH  thee  in  arms,  in  council,  and  in  mind, 
"  In  equal  amity,  and  hate  combin'd,  591' 

"  He  vows,  whate'er  encountering  dangers  wait, 
"  To  fix  the  fortunes  of  thy  wavering  (late  ; 
"  Be  Sion  only  facred  to  repofe, 
"  He  joins  with  GODFREY,    fhould    the   world 
oppofe.  595 

"  TRANSCENDENT 
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"  TRANSCENDENT  Chief!    whofe   memorable 

page, 

««  Shall  fend  a  talc  to  every  future  age, 
"  Short  is  the  fpan  that  gives  thy  deeds  a  date, 
"  But  long  the  time  that  wondring  mall  relate !  599 
"  Thy  rapid  progrefs  knows  nor  reft,  nor  bound — 
"  What  cities  forced,  or  levelPd  with  the  ground ! 
"  What  battles  fought!  what  viftories  obtain'd ! 
<c  What  provinces  fubdued !  what  empires  gain'd ! 
4C  Amazement  flies,  or  trembles,  at  thy  name ; 
<c  Nor  is  there  left  a  further  work  for  fame :     605 
«  New  added  power  can  add  no  new  applaufe ; 
*c  And  glory,  fpread  to  either  pole,  muft  paufe. 

"  SOARED  to  the  zenith  of  a  cloudlefs  day, 
<c  Thy  fortune  culminates  her  warmeft  ray ; 
«*  Her  next  advance  the  weftern  fteep  invites,  610 
<c  Prone  fhe  defcends,  and  fuddenly  benights. 
<c  Ah  think,  great  Chief! — the   dangerous  ven 
ture  fhun, 

"  Where  all  thy  deeds  may  be  at  once  undone : 
"  Doubtful  thy  hope,  and  thy  advantage  fmall  * 
*c  But  great  the  lofs,  and  wondrous  deep   the 
fall.  615 

«  YET, 
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"  YET,  GODFREY  may  rejeft  our  fond  addrefs ; 
"  He  views  the  future  in  the  pall  fuccefs : 
"  His  fword  with  blood  of  routed  armies  ftain'd, 
"  Beneath  his  hand  reluftant  nations  rein'd,     619 
"  With  all  the  bold  the  boundlefs  vvifh  can  crave, 
"  That  bribes  the  fortunate,  or  fires  the  brave — 
"  Thde,  thefe  may  win  him  to  the  wafteof  war, 
"  And  paflions  prompt  what  reafon  would  abhor. 
"  Delufive  orators !    they  ft  ill  perfuade, 
"  Uniheath'd  to  brandilh  that  redoubted  blade ;  62$ 
"  Still  to  purfne  where  fortune  would  betray, 
"  Where  glory  fmooths  the  faithlefs 'arduous  way, 
"  Till  Macon  be  no  more  •,  and  wade,  forlorn, 
"  Sad  Afia  like  fome  widow'd  matron  mourn  : 
"  Fair  hopes,  high  projeft?,  and  allurenients  fv?eet, 
"  But  covert  ruin,  and  allured  deceit.  6^1 

<c  IF  zeal  exhibits  no  intemperate  dream, 
"  Nor  clouds  of  wrath  eclipfe  thy  reafoning  beam; 
"  How  juft,  how  different  would  the  fcene  arife, 
"  Nor  hope,  but  apprehenfion  meet  thine  eyes!  635 
"  Will  Fortune,  falfe  as  the  alternate  fea, 
"  For  thee  perpetual  flow,  alone  for  thee? 
"  High  the  afcent  her  hourly  favourites  know,, 
"  But  fteep  the  precipice  that  finks  below ; 

<c  One 
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"  One  ftep  alone  'twixt  triumph  and  defeat,     640 

"  The  gulphy  ruin  and  the  towery  height. 

"  Say,   Chief!    fhould   Nile   with  all   his   dread 

allies, 

c:  Potent  of  wealth  and  arms,  in  vengeance  rife  ; 
<c  The  Turk,  the  Perlian,  and  CafTano's  heir, 
"  Frown  in  the  van,  and  deepen  in  the  rear;     645 
"  What  mortal  power  could  fuch  a  florm  aflwage, 
*6  Or  check  the  thunder  launched  in  all  its  rage  ? 

"  Perhaps,  to  weftern  aid  thy  profpects  bend  ; 
ic  Aid   from  the  Greek, — that  tried,  that  trtifty 

friend ! 

"  Yes,  yes,  his  faith  attefling  nations  own ;     650 
"  'Tis  Punic  all,  and  to  a  proverb  known  ! 
"  His  plighted  powers  we  then  may  learn  to  fear, 
cc  When  you  grow  credulous,  or  he  fmcere  ; 
66  When    thofe   who    late    thy   peaceful    march 

withftood, 

"  To  buy  thy  progrefs  will  expend  their  blood  5  655 
"  Who  late  retaiPd  the  venal  air  for  hire, 
"  Fight  in  thy  caufe,  and  at  thy  fide  expire. 

"  SHRUNK  to  the  limits  of  this  warlike  round, 
*'  All  hope  is  to  thy  proper  fquadrons  bound  $ 

«  To 
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kc  To  thefe,  who,  diftant  from  their  native  foil, 
"  By  death  diminifh,  and  decline  with  toil :     656 
c<  And  is  it  hence,  thy  brave  prefumption  grows, 
"  To  foil  the  fury  of  united  foes  ? 
"  Not  flight  the  fray  thy  former  conquefts  boaft, 
"  When  with  full  powers  you  quell'd  each  fepa- 
rate  hoft  j  666 

u  How  then  ihould  fuch  combining  hofls  difmay, 
*c  When  Egypt  lengthens  out  their  dread  array  ? 


cc 


YET,  mould  I  yield  thee  more  than  man  for 

might, 

u  In  terrors  drefl,  invincible  in  fight, 
"  In  heavenly  panoply  thy  warriors  cafed,         #65 
ct  With  heavenly  ardour  every  fmew  braced  ; 
tc  Still  GODFREV*  ftill  thy  mightier  Foe  remains, 
-<  More    fierce    than    millions    on    encountering 

plains— 
*c  Go,  whirl  thy  fword,  go^  laUrich  the  iinpetu- 

ous  fpear, 

And  let  remorlclefs  Famine  learn  to  fear!     670 
Alas  !  toofoon  thy  matchlefs  force  muft  feel, 

That  hunger's  (harper  than  the  wounding  fteel. 

I 

"  No  harvefts  here  wave  hopeful  to  thy  eye  * 
jConfumed  around,  the  blalled  paftures  lie  ; 
VOL.  I.  P  «  Ths 
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"  The  tiller  has  himfelf  undone  his  toil,          675 

"  Nor  left  for  him  to  reap,  or  thee  to  fpoil ; 

"  While  wafting  fires  have  robb'd  thy  fainting 

fteed, 

"  And  wide  devour'd,  left  fiercer  foes  ihould  feed : 
"  Deep  guarded  battlements  the  grain  immure, 
"  From  force  defend,  and  from  accefsfecure.  680 
"  But  then  your  fleet  lhall  waft  the  large  fupply, 
"  And  feas  fhall  yield,  what  hoftile  lands  deny  ; 
"  Yes,  you  fhall  live  as  pleafe  the  tide  and  wind, 
"  When  gales  are  conftant,  and  when  florins  arc 

kind. 

YET  could  thy  power  the  ftruggling  tempeft 
rein,  685 

"  Direct  the  blaft,  and  rule  the  indignant  main  j 
u  How  will  thy  feeble,  thy  unequal  fleet, 
"  Such  joint,  fuch  formidable  forces  meet, 
"  When  launch'd  around  our  naval  powers  unite, 

"  And  from  the  boundlefs  ocean  fnatch  the  fight? 

690 

<c  STRANGE  is  the  turn  of  thy  capricious  ftate, 
u  Where  double  conqueft  muft  prevent  defeat ; 
"  As  ftrange  our  favouring  fate,  where  one  fuccefs 
*  Shall  with  a  fure,  a  double  conqueft  blefs : 

"  If 
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"  If  we,  by  land,  or  fea,  thy  powers  fuftain,     695 
"  Vain  are  thy  powers,  by  land  and  ocean  vain  ; 
"  And  if  by  fea,  or  land,  thy  forces  fail, 
"  By  land  and  fea  alike  our  arms  prevail. 
"  In  vain  by  land  the  fruitlefs  field  you  boaft, 
•'  When  Famine  triumphs  o'er   thy  conquering 
hoft ;  700 

"  In  vain  thy  fleet  (hall  waft  the  plenty  o'er, 
w  Thy  conquering  fleet,  when  armies  are  no  more. 

*c  IF  yet,  nor  love,  nor  intereft  can  invite, 
"  And  only  wars  remorfelefs  wars  delight,        704 
"  How  has  thy  foul  her  former  praife  difclaim'd, 
"  Through  every  clkne,  for  every  virtue  famed ! 
<c  But  ah,  if  war  thy  milder  thoughts  deform, 
<c  May  Heaven  with  gentle  hand  appeafe  the  ftorm; 
**  Through  Afia  may  the  horrid  conflicts  ceafe, 
<c  And  GODFREY  rule  the  conquer'd  realms  in 
peace!  710 

*'  AND   you!    whofe   arms,  in  dubious   battle 

tried, 

u  The  virtues  of  your  matchlefs  Chief  divide, 
"  Who  (hare,  alike,  his  council  and  his  care, 
*c  Who  every  toil  and  every  peril  Ihare  ; 

P  2  "  Let 
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"  Let  Heavenly  Peace  the  fwelling  pafiion  fway, 
"  Nor  imiling  Fortune,  faithlefs  fair,  betray.    716 
"  The  mariner,  though  fails  and  cordage  torn, 
"  Thro'  fands,  and  rocks,  and  whirling  eddies  born, 
"  At  length  within  the  friendly  haven  caft, 
"  With  tranfport  fees  that  every  danger's  paft :  720 
"  Efcaped  like  him  the  trufty  port  retain, 
"  Nor  tempt  the  future  temped  on  the  main." 

HE  ended  fmooth;   but,  through  the  warlike 

round, 

Of  deep  difguft  the  murmuring  accents  found ; 
Impaffion'd  geftures  all  their  foul  avow,  725 

And  indignation  bends  in  every  brow. 
Thrice  and  again,  his  quick  difcerning  view 
The  Chief  around  his  circling  heroes  threw; 
And  thus  fedate  the  much  experienced  man, 
With  gentle  but  determined  voice  began.  730 

"  ALETES  !  deep  thy  art,  andfmooth  thyphrafej 
"  And  well  you  mix  the  menace  with  the  praife. 
"  If,  in  fincerity,  as  it  fhould  feem, 
<c  Our  acts  are  honour'd  with  your  king's  efteem, 
"  You  may  aflure  the  monarch,  on  our  part,     735 
"  Of  all  due  deference,  and  a  grateful  heart. 

«  But 
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"  But  where  your  words  with  threatening  ardour 

warm, 

"  Collect  all  Afia  in  the  coming  ftorm, 
"  I  anfwer  in  my  plain  accuftom'd  ftyle,  739 

"  Not  graced  with  eloquence,  yet  free  from  guile. 

"  KNOW   then,  that   all  our  fuffering   powers 

fuftain, 

"  Thro'  hoftile  climes,  and  the  tempeftuous  main, 
"  Sole  centering  to  one  glorious  object  tends, 
Ci  And  only  leads  where  all  our  labour  ends — 
*c  To  free  yon  facred,  venerable  wall !  745 

"  Let  every  threat,  let  every  ruin  fall, 
"  Nor  death  can  terrify,  nor  toil  diilrefs, 
<c  Since  Heaven  with  future  recompence  will  blefs. 

"  'Tis  not  the  tranfient  guft  of  mortal  joys, 
fc  Gems,  crowns,  or  pageant  fcepters,  glittering 
toys !  750 

"  Not  Fame  in  all  her  pomp  of  titles  dreft, 
"  Infpires  the  fervour  of  a  Chriftian  breaft  : 
"  WHO  to  the  fpheres  their  conftant  courfe  affign'd, 
*  Alone  directs  the  movements  of  our  mind  ; 
c  HE  is  the  POLE  whofe  fix'd  attraction  charms, 
J?  The  VOICE  that  dictates,   and  the  CAUSE  that 
arms.  756 

P  3  «  His 
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46  His  HAND  alone  the  whirling  furge  reftrains, 

*c  And  o'er  his  tempeft  throws  the  lordly  reins. 

"  Alike  to  us  the  wintery  gufts  arife, 

cc  Or  Syrius  fires  the  equinodtial  ikies  ;  760 

"  Warm'd  by  his  breath,  or  (haded  by  his  wing, 

"  His  PRESENCE  tempers  our  eternal  fpring. 

"  Smooth'd,   where  HE  leads,  the  ftrong  ribb'd 

hills  fubfide, 

"  The  dangers  vanifh,  and  the  floods  divide  -9  764. 
u  Low  lie  proud  heads,  and  every  hoftile  power, 
"  And  from  its  bafis  fmoaks  the  tumbling  tower. 

"  NOT  from  the   cumbrous  fliield,  or  brittle 

fpear, 

<c  Or  ftrength  of  mortal  arm,  we  hope — or  fear ; 
"  Nor  lift,  if  Grecia,  or  the  world  be  foes  ; 
<c  We  truft  a  POWER,  who  can  alone  oppofe ;  770 
c<  Nor  fhall  the  world  againft  our  hoft  abide, 
"  Againft  one  man,  if  HEAVEN  be  on  his  fide. 

"  BUT  if,  before  yon  confecrated  wall, 
«•'  His  WILL,  infcrutable,  .ordains  our  fall,      774 
<c  Our  bones  fhall  mingle  with  that  hallow'd  clay, 
"  Where  once  the  Prince  of  Life,  MESSIAH  lay: 
"  So  will  we  fall,  triumphant,  though  o'erthrown 
ic  So  will  we  die  ! — but,v  truft  me,  not  alone — 

5  «  Sadj 


' 
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4C  Sad  Afia  (hall  the  mournful  vigil  keep,          779 
"  And  (friendlefs)  we  will  give  the  foe  to  weep. 

<c  YET  think  not  we  in  favage  wars  delight, 
"  That  terms  of  honourable  peace  we  flight ; 
"  Or  vain  of  conqueft,  equally  defpife 
"  Such  formidable  foes,  fuch  ftrong  allies.       784 
<c  But  why  your  monarch  prop  thefe  diftant  walls, 
"  Where  neither  intereft  claims,  nor  juftice  calls? 
"  If  eaft,  or  weft,  his  conquering  enfigns  bend, 
"  Pleas'd  with  his  power,  we  rife  not  to  defend ; 
"  Still  with  his  glory  may  his  fway  increafe, 
"  Still  may  he  rule  his  native  realms  in  peace,  790 
<c  Nor  toil  to  find  unnecefTary  foes, 
*f  B|ut  take  and  grant  reciprocal  repofe  !" 

HE  ceas'd ;  when,  pafllon  maddening  in  his  eye, 
ARGANTES  in  a  ftorm  of  wrath  drew  nigh, 
The  impetuous  guft  difdaining  to  controul  j      795 
And  thus  loofed  all  the  fury  of  his  foul. 
"  Yes,  Chief,  henceforward  let  the  fword  decide ; 
u  War  is  thy  wifh,  nor  be  thy  wifh  deniec}. 
**  111  haft  thou  anfwer'd  to  our  terms  of  peace  ; 

f<  But    caufe    of    ftrife    to    mortals    ne'er    can 

ceafe."  800 

P  4  So 
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So  faying,  quick  his  flowing  garb  be  feiz'd, 
And  folding  with  terrific  action  rais'd  : 
*c  Here,  thou  contemner  of  events !"  he  cries, 
"  Here,  peace  and  war  within  my  vefture  lies. 
*6  If  war  be  in  thy  bold  election,  fay  ;  805 

V  Choofe  as  you  lift,  hut  choofe  without  delay." 

SUCH  uttering  arrogance,  and  fcornful  air, 
Not  likely  fuch  a  princely  round  fhould  bear : 
Jncenfed,  no  voice  attends  their  Chiefs  reply; 
<c  War,  war!"    at  once,    "B  War,   war!"    aloud 
they  cry.  810 

With  rifing  wrath  the  fierce  Circaffian  burn'd, 
And  "  War,  eternal,  mortal  war!3*  return'd. 

His  robe  with  hafty  furious  hand  expofed, 
The  gates  of  Janus  fcem  at  once  difclofed  : 
feace   feared,    on  trembling   pinions  urged    her 
flight  i  815 

And  Hate,  and  Difcord,  ifluing  claim'd  the  light. 
All  dread,  and  terrible,  ARC  ANTES  ftands  : 
Dire  as  Tiphoius  with  his  hundred  hands. 
Or  Babel,  that  in  fpite  of  Heaven  arofe  5 
£o  towers  the  chief,  and  menaces  his  foes.        820, 
With  awful  grace  fuperior,  GODFREY  fmiled, 
^nd  thus  rejoin'd  more  menacingly  mild. 

«.<  OUR 
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"  OUR  anfwer  letyourMemphian  monarch  hear, 
*c  Who  better  knows  to  threat,  than  we  to  fear — 
*c  If  here  he  means  we  fhould  attend  the  fight,    825 
"  Swift  be  his  march,  and  well  allured  his  might : 
"  Or  foon  vve'll  wait  him  on  Egyptian  foil ; 
*'  For  we  arc,  haply,  more  inured  to  toil, 

THE  Hero  fpoke,  and  gracefully  humane 
Difmifs'd  the  chiefs  with  their  attending  train :  830 
ALETES  had  a  helm  of  richeft  price, 
With  plumage  proud,  the  beamy  fpoil  of  Nice  : 
But  to  AP.GANTES'  mightier  hand  he  gave 
A  mafiy  fword,  fit  prefent  for  the  brave; 
Though  gold  the  hilt,  and  gem'd  with  coftlieft 
ftone,  835 

Superior  to  the  mafs  the  model  flione ; 
Curious  to  view,  but  ponderous  'twas  to  feel, 
And  like  a  meteor  gleam'd  the  lengthening  fteel. 
The  bounty,  quick,  the  proud  Circaffian  took, 
Eyed  with  delight,  and  with  dread  action  fhook :  840 
<c  Soon  BULLOIGN  !  much   too  foon,"  he  cried, 

"  you'll  find, 
«  Such  truft  was  ne'er  to  better  hands  afiigned." 

THEY  parted  thus;  and  to  his  peer  addreft, 
ARCANTES  fpoke  the  boldnefs  of  his  bread: 

3  "  Go 
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"  Go  thou  to  Egypt  with  the  morning  light  •,    845 

"  I  go  to  Sion,  and  I  go  this  night. 

«  My  pen  or  prefence  to  no  end  conduce, 

"  Where  deeds  are  dead,  and  only  words  of  ufe : 

"  Talk  is  thy  province,  and  may  have  its  charms; 

"  Be  mine  the  war,  the  nobler  clafh  of  arms !"    850 

BRIEF  fpoke  the  Pagan,  nor  reply  attends, 
But  turn'd  with  haughty  ftep  to  Salem  bends ; 
The  dictates  of  his  fwift  impetuous  foul 
No  rites  of  embafTy,  no  laws  controul  : 
Beneath  the  glimmering  of  the  ftarry  ray,         855 
Impatient  he  directs  his  warlike  way ; 
While  warm  in  every  act,  and  every  thought, 
Contention  bled,  and  future  combats  fought. 

AND  now  (till  night,  diffufed  to  either  pole, 
From  heaven  her  balmy  vifitation  Hole;  860 

With  foft  conftraint  the  drowfied  fenfe  oppreft, 
And  weigh'd  the  weary  buftling  world  to  reft. 
Through  nature,  peace  and  fhort  oblivion  reign  : 
The  temped  {lumbers  on  the  filent  main  ;        864 
Hufh'd  through  the  iylvan  fhade,  and  dreary  den, 
Smooth  lake,  and  peopled  flood,  and  willow'd  fen, 
Each  foot,  and  fin,  and  feather,  finds  repofe  •, 
With  gentler  pace  each  lazy  current  flows ; 

Exiled 
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Exiled  from  every  heart  Oppreflion  fled, 

And  Labour  funk  upon  the  grateful  bed.         870 

BUT  not  the  (hade  with  kindly  opiate  bleft, 
That  lull'd  the  remnant  of  the  world  to  reft, 
Nor  toil  perfuafive  of  profound  repofe, 
Through  GODFREY'S  camp  could  give  an  eye  to 

clofe : 

Impatience  hangs  upon  the  lingering  night,      875 
Counts  the  long  hour,  and  claims  the  promifed  light* 
Still  through  the  gloom  exploring  looks  efTay 
The  dawning  whitenefs  of  the  eaftern  ray, 
That  (hall  o'er  long-fought  Solyma  arife, 
And  give  her  fpires  to  their  expecting  eyes.       880 
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H  E  eaftern  breeze,  frefh  harbinger  of  dawn, 
Sprung  from  the  furge,  and  whifper'd  o'er 

the  lawn  : 

Aurora  waked,  fuffufed  with  early  dew, 
And  round  her  form  the  purpling  vefture  threw ; 
Her  orient  locks  increafing  glory  (bed,  5 

And  Eden's  rofe  adorn'd  her  radiant  head. 
The  foldiers  arm  •,  ten  thoufand  fhouts  arife, 
Ring  through  the  camp,  and  burft  upon  the  fkies ; 
Triumphant  clarions  anfwer  to  the  found, 
And  boundlefs  joy  and  clamoar  pours  around.    10 

WILD  were  the  tranfports  of  the  madding  hod, 
"Wild  as  the  waves  on  the  Trinacrian  coaft, 
Or  winds  that  o'er  the  ridgy  mountain  fweep, 
That  rend  the  clouds,  and  rulh  upon  the  deep  : 

Yet 
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Yet  to  their  Chief  the  ranging  troops  conform,    15 
He  rules  the  rapture,  and  directs  the  florm  5 
In  ordered  file  arrays  the  impetuous  train ; 
Rapid  they  march,  but  rapid  with  the  rein. 

WING'D  were  their  hearts,  with  previous  tranf- 

port  fleet, 

And  wing'd,  like  feather'd  Mercury,  their  feet  j  20 
Nor  travel  tires,  nor  obftacles  impede, 
So  warm  their  ardour  and  fo  fwift  their  fpeed. 
But  when  careering  up  the  etherial  road, 
The  dilk  of  heaven  with  rifing  fervour  glowed, 
Jerufalem  the  raviuVd  fquadrons  fpy,  2$ 

"  Jerufalem!"  triumphing  thoufands  cry; 
Jerufalem,  their  acclamations  fweet, 
Expanding  arms,  and  reaching  raptures,  greet. 

So  when  beneath  the  keen  Septentrion  pole, 
Or  where  the  tides  of  Auftrial  oceans  roll,          30 
Adventurous  mariners,  a  defperate  band, 
Roam  in  the  fearch  of  yet  untrodden  land, 
Where  fkies  unknown  the  dreary  profpect  bound* 
With   gulphs  that  gape,  and  florms    that   rage 

around  •, 

Jf,  haply,  .now  fome  azure  hill  they  fpy,  35 

How  is  the  voice  refponfivc  to  the  eye ! 

Their 
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Their  cheeks  with  mutual  gratulation  glow, 
And  fhouts  in  fcorn  difmifs  all  former  woe. 

To  the  firft  hurry  of  that  wild  delight 
When  Salem  rofe  tranfporting  to  their  fight,       40 
Contrition  foon  with  reverent  check  fucceeds ; 
With  dulcet  anguifh  every  bofom  bleeds : 
Their  humble  eyes  all  trembling  they  with-hokl 
From  walls  too  dear,  too  aweful  to  behold, 
Where  CHRIST  his  feat  of  mortal  paffion  chofe,  45 
Expiring  fuffer'd,  and  renew'd  arofe  : 
Griefs,  joys,  unknown,  their  mingling  foul  pofied, 
And  thrill'd  the  nerve  in  every  martial  bread. 
Soft  is  their  flep  along  the  facred  ground, 
And  hoarfe  and  deep  the  murmuring  accents  found— 
Hoarfe  as  the  ruftling  of  autumnal  breeze  •,        51 
Deep  as  the  break  of  rough  aflwaging  feas, 
Where  denfer  woods  the  mattering  blaft  oppofe, 
Or  craggy  fhores  the  furging  fpume  enclofe. 

THE  warriors,  by  their  Chief 's  example  led,    55 
With  naked  feet  the  fultry  caufeway  tread  •, 
Of  boadful  trim  their  arms  they  all  dived, 
And  all  unplumed  is  every  bending  creftj 
Timid  their  voice,  and  fweet  their  whifpering  woe, 
Short  breathe  their  fighs,  and  fad  their  eyes  o'erflow, 

VOL.  I.  (  While 
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While  thus  the  penitent,  the  dear  diftrefs,  61 

Low  fathering  tongues  and  fpeaking  hearts  ex- 
prefs : 

"  O  LAMB  !  who  here  for  all  the  living  died* 
"  Love's  purple  fountain  ifTuing  from  thy  fide, 
"  Whofe  currents  through  the  Maze  of  Mercy  ran, 
"  To  warn  the  ways,  the  finful  ways  of  man  -9    65 
"  Receive,  receive  the  contrite  tears  we  Ihed, 
"  Due  tribute  where  our  Suffering  SAVIOUR  bled) 
"  Nor  common  tears  fhould  thy  memorial  keep, 

"  But  pour'd  to  Thee  our  bleeding  hearts  fhould 
weep !"  70 

-  -    ,  •  •  • 

MEAN-WHILE,  the  watch,  who,  from  his  towery 

{land, 

• 

In  fpacious  profpeft  held  the  neighbouring  land, 
To  right,  to  left,  flow  gathering  on  the  fkies, 
Perceived  wide  wreaths  of  curling  dufl  arife. 

As  fraught   with  coming  florm  when  clouds 
afcend  .  75 

And  fable  winged  from  north  to  eafl  extend,      ,  • 
The  nimble  lightnings  pour  upon  the  fight, 
And  the  dark  vapour  labours  with  the  light; 

So 
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So,  thro'  the  eclipfe,  (hields,  helms,  and  corflets 

gleam, 

Thick  ported  fpears  project  a  quivering  beam,  80 
With  man  and  deed  the  wide-womb'd  cloud  is 

fili'd, 
And  glittering  arms  the  fkirted  region  gild. 

THE  hafty  fentinel  the  town  alarms — 
"  To  arms,  ye  citizens,"  he  cries,  "  to  arms  ! 
"  Heavens !  what  a  horrid  cloud  involves  the  fky  • 
<6  What  ranks  of  freely  war,  what  hofts  I  fpy  !    86 
"  Up,  up,  the  foe's  at  hand;  your  walls  afcend; 
"  Your  law,  your  lives,  your  native  rights  defend!'* 

THE  female's  feeble  fex,  and  filver'd  fage, 
Too  foft  by  .nature,  or  unnerved  by  age,  90 

With  trembling  infants  to  the  mofques  repair, 
And  tire  their  Prophet  with  a  length  of  prayer. 
But  thofe  of  limb  allured,  and  courage  bold, 
Seiz'd  their  keen  weapons  with  a  hafty  hold : 
Some  run  to  line  the  portals,  fome  the  wall  •,       95 
The  King  informs,  directs,  and  governs  all. 
Then  to  a  tower  that  brow'd  the  northern  coaft, 
And  front  to  front  o'erlook'd  the  approaching  hod, 
His  city  here,  and  here  his  foe  in  view, 
The  Monarch,  to  infpecl:  the  whole,  withdrew.  loa 
Q  2  ERMINIA, 
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ERMINIA,  to  his  royal  houfe  allied, 
ERMINIA,  gentle  charmer !  graced  his  fide, 
Whom  late  (her  kingdom  feiz.'d,  and  (lain  her  fire) 
The  victor's  chain  permitted  to  retire. 

MEAN-TIMECLORINDA  ifluing  at  their  head,  105 
The  force  of  many  a  gallant  warrior  led ; 
While,  with  his  fquadron  couch'd,  ARGANTES  lay, 
Prepared  to  fally,  and  fuftain  the  day. 
CLORINDA'S  daring  voice  each  ear  infpired  •, 
Each  eye,  her  warlike  prefence  fill'd,  and  fired  :  1 10 
"  This  day,"  (he  cried,  "  let  grateful  Afia  blefs, 
"  That  to  our  arms  affigned  the  firft  fuccefs." 
She  faid — when  (trait  appear'd  a  Chriftian  band, 
Whofe  fearch  with  early  forage  fcour'd  the  land, 
And  now  returning  with  the  lowing  prey,          115 
To  the  main  hod  they  held  their  hafty  way. 
The  Virgin,  by  intemperate  valour  pulh'd, 
Full  on  the  troop,  but  firft  on  GITARDO,  ruih'd, 
Their  mighty  leader,  famed  for  ftrength  in  fight, 
But  much  too  weak  to  match  her  matchlefs  might : 
Him  from  his  feat,  in  either  army's  view,  121 

O'erturn'd  behind  his  fteed  CLORINDA  threw  ; 
Glad  omen  hence  the  Pagan  hofts  portend, 
And  (bouts,  by  (houts  upborn,  to  heaven  afcend : 

1  But 
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But  fhe,  where  join'd  the  thickeft  fquadrons,  prcft, 
Cleft  the  bright  helm  and  tore  the  plaited  bread-,  126 
Her  men  faft  followed  on  the  road  fhe  made, 
And  fought  fecure  beneath  her  conquering  fhade. 

REPEAL'D  with   fpeed,  the  Chridians  quit  the 

fpoil, 

And  dep  by  flep  their  fhatrer'd  powers  recoil;  130 
Till  the  kind  fummit  of  a  hill  they  gain'd, 
And  rallying  thence  the  ftronger  fee  fudain'd: 
When  lo !  impetuous  as  loofed  whirlwinds  rife, 
Or  the  red  bolt  that  (hoots  athwart  the  fkies, 
His  arms  and  eager  eyes  ejecting  flame,  135 

Far  wing'd  before  his  fquadron  TANCRED  came. 

As  in  a  temped  (lands  fome  ftable  mall, 
Braced  to  the  board  yet  labouring  in  the  blaft ; 
So  great,  fofirm,  the  fpear  which  TANCRED  takes, 
Sits  in  his  grafp,  and  in  his  anger  (hakes.          140 

THE  King  beheld  him  dreadful  in  his  charms, 
Blooming  in  flrength,  and  eminent  in  arms. 
His  prefence  fill'd  rhe  careful  Monarch's  bread, 
Who  thus  ERMINJA,  trembling  maid,  addrcd  : 

«  Well 
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"  Well  fhould  thy  eye,   through  long  acquain 
tance,  know  145 
«  The  hated  ihape  of  each  diftinguifli'd  foe  j 
«c  Say  then,  what's  he,  whofe  hot  and  warlike  form 
«  Before  him  fends  the  terror  of  a  ftorm  ?" 

HE  faid  •,  nor  anfwer  fave  the  figh  received, 
That  in  the  whitenefs  of  her  bofom  heaved,       1 50 
That  half  fuppreft  in  its  fvveet  prifon  lay, 
And  through  her  lips  half  wing'd  its  odorous  way  •> 
While  round  her  eyes  the  crimfon  circlets  glow'd, 
And  bright,  within,  the  liquid  anguifli  flow'd.  154 

AT  length  o'er  Love  fhe  threw  Averfion's  cloke, 
And  thus,  with  feign'd  yet  real  paffion,  fpoke : 
tc  Ah  me!  too  well,  too  well  his  form  I  know 
«  Whofe  fteed  fo  proudly  bears  my  deadlieil  foe  5 
«  Him  from  my  eyes  not  mingling  hofts  can  hide, 
««  Him  from  my  thoughts  nor  time    nor    place 
divide.  160 

"  Great  Prophet!  in  what  heaps  from  Antiqch's 

wall, 

«  Beneath  that  arm  I  faw  my  people  fall ! 
"  The  wound  he  gives  no  mortal  may  endure, 
«  No  armour  ward,  and  ah ! — no  med'cine  cure. 
A  "  TANCRED 
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"  TANCRED  his  name, — O!  cruel, — may  he  live, 
"  And  'fcape  the  death  he  knows  too  wejl  to  give, 
"  Till  captive  once,  and  to  my  rage  afiigned, 
"  He  feels  how  ilrait  a  woman's  chains  can  bind  : 
"  A  thoufand  deaths  my  vengeful  thoughts  pre 
pare, 

"  And  one,  which  Heaven  avert !  would  only  fpare." 
She  faid  •,  involuntary  fighs  expire,  171 

And juft,  though  great,  the  Monarch  deem'd  her  ire; 
But  ah  !  how  fweet  the  vengeance  ihe  defigned  ! 
How  foft  the  fetters  !  and  the  rage  how  kind ! 

MEAN  time  CLO  RINDA  eyed  the  warrior's  fpeed, 
And  full  to  thwart  the  tempeft  urg'd  her  deed.  176 
Couch'd  at  the  head  each  aim'd  a  deadly  ftroke  -, 
Her  weapon,  fhiver'd  to  the  gauntlet,  broke : 
But  the  rude  welcome  of  the  hero's  fpear, 
Nor  filken  thongs  nor  golden  buckles  bear  ;      180 
From  her  fair  front  the  plumed  helm  he  cad, 
Her  hair  difhevelling  revell'd  in  the  blaft  ; 
Gem'd  in  the  curling  radiance  (hone  her  face, 
The  Merced  ardor  and  the  fweeteft  grace. 

FORTH  from  her  glance  keen  flafh'd  the  living 
fire  -,  185 

Ah !  what  her  fmiles  — fince  lovely  was  her  ire  ? 

Wh 
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Why,  TANCRED!  wherefore  flops  thy  late  career? 

Here's  but  one  foe,  and  can  the  mighty  fear  ? 

Or  can  a  face  like  fpelful  magic  charm,  1 89 

Freeze  the  bold  nerve,  and  chain  the  lifted  arm  ? 

Yes,  TANCRED'S  eye  bears  witnefs  to  his  heart, 

And  owns  a  charm  beyond  the  myflic  art  •, 

Still  on  that  heart,  indelibly  impreft, 

Still  lived  that  form  which  now  his  eyes  confeft : 

The  made,  ill  flickering,  to  his  foul  returns,      195 

And  gazing  now,  as  at  the  fount  he  burns. 

HER  fhield  fhe  rais'd,  and  on  the  warrior  flew  j 
Fierce  fhe  advanced,  and  gentle  he  withdrew  : 
On  other  foes  he  would  his  force  have  tried ;     199 
But  "  Here!  turn  here!"  the  threatful  Virgin  cried. 
Ah,  barbarous  Maid  !  one  death  would  not  fufficei 
Thy  fword  would  trace  the  progrefs  of  thy  eyes. 

FURIOUS  flie  ftrikes,  while  faintly  he  defends, 
And  only  to  her  killing  face  attends  ; 
"  Ah,"   thought  the  Chief,    "   fweet  combatant 
forbear !  205 

"  'Tis  not  thy  fword  that  TANCRED  knows  to  fear; 
ic  Far  deeper  than  the  wounds  thy  arms  impart, 
"  Thou'ft  found  the  way  to  reach  thy  foldier's  heart. 

<c  Strong 
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"  Strong  though  thy  arm,  the  ftrongeft  arm  may 

fail  -, 
"  But  fate  is  in  thy  eyes,  and  mud  prevail.       210 

YET,  e're  he  died,  determined  yet  to  tell, 
Why  thus  the  unrefifting  vidlim  fell ; 
Half  timorous,  half  embolden'd  by  defpair, 
With  troubled  accent  he  addreft  the  Fair : 
"  If  the  fleel'd  ranks  of  this  embattePd  field,    2 1  $ 
"  No  apter  object  of  thy  prowefs  yield  ; 
4<  If  me  alone  thy  vengeance  would  purfue, 
"  Thy  valour  combat,  and  thy  arms  fubdue; 
"  Hence  from  the  mingling  holts  with  me  retire, 
"  And  prove  whofe  arm  can  bed  expreis  our  ire." 
The  Maid  aficnted,  though  unhelm'd  her  head,  221 
And  rode  intrepid  where  the  challenge  led. 
And  now  me  aim'd,  and  now  difcharg'd  a  ftroke, 
When,  fcarce  preventing,  thus  the  warrior  (poke: 
<c  IJold  !  lovely  heroine,  hold !  and  let  thy  rage 
"  Firft  hear  the  terms  that  won  me  to  engage."  226 

SHE  ftaidj  his  faultering  tongue  defpair  made 

bold, 

And  gave  the  love  long  latent  to  unfold  : 
<c  Ah  my  fair  foe,"  the  impafllon'd  TANC RED  cried, 
*c  Since  peace  is  in  thy  endlefs  wrath  denied,     230 

"  The 
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"  The  terms  of  war  to  fpeedy  conqueft  lead, 
"  Give  you  to  ftrike  and  me  alone  to  bleed ; 
"  Too  bleft,  if  fo  I  may  thy  rage  appeafe, 
"  And  learn,  fo  hap'ly,  learn  in  death  to  pleafe. 
"  Long  fince,  the  joys  of  irkfome  life  are  fled,  235 
«c  Nor  mine  the  heart  you  pierce,  or  blood  you 

fried: 

<c  Miftaken  Maid  !  in  every  part  you  reign, 
<c  And  pour  the  vital  flood  through  every  vein. 
"  Of  me,  more  nearly  than  thyfelf,  poffeft, 
"  Thine5  s  all  the  intereft  in  thy  TANCRED'S  bread! 
<c  See  to  thy  fword  his  bofom  I  impart;  241 

"  Too   well    thou  know'ft   thy    paflfage    to  the 

heart — 

«c  Strike, ftrike!  it  leaps  to  bleed  at  thy  command, 
And  welcomes  death  endear' d  beneath  thy  hand." 


cc 


YET,  TANCRED!  further  had  thy  lips  elTay'd,  245 
And  haply  touch'd  the  much  admiring  Maid; 
But  here,  by  lucklefs  interruption,  led, 
Before  their  foes  fome  routed  Paynims  fled. 
A  Gallic  foldier,  as  he  paft  the  Fair, 
Mark'd  the  bright  flow  of  her  redundant  hair;  250 
His  coward  hand  the  bafe  advantage  feiz'd, 
And  high  in  air  the  cruel  fteel  he  rais'd  5 

But 
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But  TANCRED  on  his  weapon  caught  the  ftroke, 
And  the  firft  force  of  its  encounter  broke  -, 
Yet  lightly  edg'd  the  glancing  fabre  hit,  255 

Where  the  fair  head  and  pillar'd  neck  were  knit. 

As  when,  prepared  fome  regal  brow  to  grace, 
Or  raife  the  luftre  of  fome  fair  one's  face, 
An  artift  bids  the  golden  circlets  fhine, 
And  calls  the  ruby  from  the  blufhing  mine ;     260 
So  the  bright  drops  of  bleeding  crimfon  fhew'd, 
And  gem'd  amid  her  mingling  trifles  glow'd. 

THEN,  then,  no  limit  TANCRED'S  fury  knew, 
But  launch'd  in  vengeance  on  the  ruffian  flew  •, 
As  fwiftly  loofed  to  flight  he  urg'd  his  (teed,     265 
For  inftant  fear  gave  feathers  to  his  fpeed. 
Sufpenfed  a-while,  and  much  at  both  amazed, 
On  the  ftrange  chafe  the  thoughtful  Virgin  gazed; 
But  turn'd,  fhe  faw  her  fhatter'd  fquadrons  yield, 
And  changed  the  fortune  of  the  flying  field  :     270 
With  fhame,  grief,  rage,  all  kindling  at  the  fight, 
She  ruQYd  to  turn  her  routed  bands  from  flight i 
Now,  fingly  bold,  againft  a  hoft  made  head, 
And  now,  o'erpower'd  by  p  re  fling  numbers,  fled; 
Yet  mutual  flight  to  her  purfuers  taught,         275 


For  ftill  fhe  flew,  and  as  fhe  fled  fhe  fought. 


As 
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As  on  the  wilds  of  Pleffa's  bordering  wood, 
Or  where  broad  Volga  rolls  a  deepening  flood, 
The  favage  Ure,  by  circling  maftiffs  preft,       279 
Shakes  the  dread  dewlap  of  his  bellowing  cheft ; 
Outnumber'd,  now  prepares  his  flanks  for  flight, 
Now  wheeling  lifts  his  horny  front  in  fight  -, 
CLORINDA  fo,  half  chafing,  and  half  chafed, 
Repelling,  and  repell'd,  now  fled,  now  faced ; 
When  flying  fear'd,  and  fatal  tho*  purfued,       285 
She  rather  feem'd  fubduing  than  fubdued. 

THE  Pagans,  pufh'd  before  the  Chriftian  powers, 
Now  reach'd  the  bafes  of  their  flickering  towers; 
Whence  rallied,  for  the  field  again  they  burn, 
And  with  a  fliout  upon  their  hunters  turn.        290 

MEAN  time  ARGANTES  with  his  troop  impends, 
And  plumed  in  horror  from  the  mount  defcends, 
Well  might  the  flouteft  tremble  at  the  fight, 
For  fearful  rufh'd  the  giant  famed  in  fight : 
Pierc'd  by  his  fword,  or  by  his  lance  o'erthrown, 
The  proftrate  ranks  beneath  his  fury  groan ;     296 
Deform'd,  the  battle  bleeds  at  every  vein, 
And  man  and  fleed  lie  tumbled  on  the  plain. 
With  equal  death  CLORINDA  heap'd  the  field, 
And  made  the  pride  of  manly  prowefs  yield.    300 

Ardelio 
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Ardelio,  whofe  brave  fpirit,  warm  though  fage, 

Felt  a  frefh  fpring  in  his  autumnal  age, 

With  ram  efTay  adventuring  to  repel, 

A  vi&im  to  the  fond  preemption  fell. 

Two  fons  he  had  who  felt  their  father's  fire,       305 

Two  valiant  fons  to  guard  a  valiant  fire ; 

But  wounded  lay  the  brave  Alcander's  might, 

And  fcarce  was  Poliphernes  faved  by  flight. 

BUT  TANCRED,  who  untimely  o'er  the  plain 
Purfued  the  ruffian,  but  purfued  in  vain,          310 
Now  turning  faw  the  unequal  combat  waged, 
And  his  brave  troop  by  circling  hods  engaged  : 
With  double  grief  his  error  pierc'd  his  fight, 
But  double  valour  would  reftore  the  fight ; 
He  ran,  he  ihot,  confirm'd  his  fainting  bands,  315 
Recall'd  their  hearts,  and  fortified  their  hands. 

NOR  he  alone  •,  for  now,  by  DUDON  led, 
THE  ADVENTUROUS  TROOP  their  dreaded  enfigns 

fpread. 

Strength  of  their  ftrength,  and  in  himfelf  a  hod, 
Their  flower,  their  nerve,  their  beauty,  and  thei 
boaft,  320 

Whom  by  his  mien  and  arms  ERMINIA  knew, 
Before  the  foremoft  young  RINALDO  flew. 

«  Behold," 
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"  Behold,"  (he  cried,  "  behold  RIXALDO  there, 
"  Than  man   more  valiant,    more  than   woman 

fair! 

"  Whofe  fame  is  full  e're  promife  could  prefage, 
<c  And  Ihames  in  infancy  the  toils  of  age.        326 
"  His  arm  more  forceful  than  an  engine  falls, 
"  And  threats  more  ruin  to  thefe  tottering  walls. 
"  Had  Europe  fent  fix  champions  to  the  field, 
"  Six  boys  like  this  could  ample  Europe  yield,  330 
"  The  world  were  conquer'd  to  the  fou  them  pole.* 
"  Beneath  their  yoke  fhould  India's  Ganges  roll, 
<c  In  chains  all  Niger's  tawny  kings  fhould  tread, 
<l  And  Nile  in  vain  would  hide  his  facred  head.  334 


"  BUT  turn  where  DUDON  thy  attention  claims, 
Who  there  in  gold  and  mingling  verdure  flames  ! 
He  rules  yon  band  whofe  actions  tafk  belief, 
Where  every  foldier  is  himfelf  a  chief; 
Yet  juftly  his  experienced  flep  precedes,      339 
And  hundreds  that  were  born  to  empire  leads. 


" 


"  Lo  there  (unprais'd  who  in  his  prowefs  prides) 
"  The  brother  of  imperial  Norway  rides, 
"  GERNANDO,  whofe  huge  (Vature  loads  the  plain! 
'*  What  boots  to  fay  he's  valiant,  fince  he's  vain?*' 

BUT 
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"  BUT  here,  O  king,  in  radiant  filverdreft,  345 
u  Fair  as  the  faith  that  whitens  in  their  breaft, 
"  Behold,  ah  fweet  afibciates !  fide  by  fide, 
"  Two  friends  efpoufed,  the  lover  and  the  bride ; 
"  GILDIPPE,  EDWARD,  paradifed  in  blifs, 
"  Her  EDWARD  that,  and  his  GILDIPPE  this !     350 
"  No  force  can  foil  them,  and  no  fate  can  part, 
"  Famed  in  the  fight,  and  wedded  in  the  heart.5* 

WHILE  thus  fhe  gave  due  honour  to  the  foe, 
Wild  was  the  riot  in  the  vale  below : 
For  now  in  TANCRED  and  RINALDO'S  ire,         355 
The  (laughter  rages  and  the  ranks  expire  •, 
Through  the  firm  depth  of  hemming  foes  they 

broke, 

And  fome  arm'd  Paynim  died  on  every  ftroke  5 
Not  even  ARC  ANTES  could  the  fhock  fuftain, 
But,  fallen  beneath  RINALD.O,  fpread  the  plain.  360 
And  now,  O  mighty  Chief,  in  arms  furpaft, 
This  thy  firft  foil  had  haply  proved  thy  laft, 
But  chance  deprived  the  victor  of  his  prey, 
Who  preft  beneath  his  proftrate  courfer  lay. 

MEAN-TIME  pale  fear  deform'd  the  face  of  fight, 
And,  mingling,  wing'd  thePagan  feet  for  flight;  3 66 

All, 
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All,  fave  ARC  ANTES  and  the  martial  Maid, 
Who  (till  to  item  the  conquering  army  ftaid; 
The  bank  and  bulwark  of  their  hoft  they  rofe, 
And  each  flood  equal  to  a  thouiand  foes. 
Nor  fo  reftrain'd,  the  impetuous  DUDON  flew, 
Still  urged  the  chace,  and  (till  the  hindmoft  (lew : 
Swift,  as  the  victor  by  Tigranes  pad, 
Lopp'd  from  the  trunk  the  headed  helm  he  caft : 
What,  Corban,  what,  Algazar,  could  avail,      375 
Your  cafque  well  temper'd,  and  your  circling  mail  ? 
For  his  keen  fword  cleft  Corban  to  the  cheft, 
And  through  Algazar's  back  transfix'd  the  bread  : 
Beneath  his  fteel  Mahammed  preft  the  plain, 
Almanzer's  bulk  was  number'd  with  the  (lain  :  380 
Before  the  Chief  great  Amurath  expired, 
And  even  ARGANTES  flow,  and  flern,  retired. 
With  bridled  wrath  the  indignant  warrior  burn'd, 
He  labour'd,   raged,    withdrew,   itopp'd,  chafed 

and  turn'd ; 

Till  npw  the  wi(h'd  advantage  he  eflay'd,          385 
And  in  brave  Du DON'S  bolbm  (heathed  the  blade; 
Prone  o'er  the  field  his  fullied  armour  rung, 
And  o'er  his  eyes  the  eternal  (lumber  hung. 

THRICE,  to  the  cheer  of  heaven's  all-dulcet  light, 
He  lift  the  pain'd  and  fickly  lids  of  fight  j          390 

And 
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And  thrice,  vain  toil,  he  ftruggled  to  arife, 
And  thrice  he  fell,  and  clofed  his  umber'd  eyes: 
From  the  cold  limbs  the  vital  heat  retired, 
And  in  a  parting  figh  his  foul  expired. 

BACK,  ftepp'd  the  ftern  Circdlian  from  the  dead, 
And  fhook  the  reeking  fteel,  and  fcornful  faid :  396 
"  Go,  warriors,  let  the  generous  GODFREY  know, 
"  What  quick  effufions  from  his  bounty  flow  1 
"  When  to  our  arm  this  weapon  he  afligned, 
"  Wife  was  the  truft,  as  fure  the  gift  was  kind  ; 
"  Nor  can  he  learn,  without  a  fecret  pride,        401 
*'  To  what  rare  ufe  his  favours  are  applied  : 
"  Freely  he  gave,  nor  I  his  bounty  fpare, 
"   Which  here  return'd  his   foremoft   champions 

(hare : 

"  Yet,  tell  him,  yet  I  languifls  for  that  day,     405 
"  When  hand  to  hand  I  (hall  in  perfon  pay. 

HE  fpoke,  when  hundreds  on  the  boafter  preft, 
And  launch'd  a  mingling  tempcft  at  his  breaft; 
But  prudence  timely  prompted  to  evade,  409 

And  the  tali  towers  held  forth  their  friendly  (hade. 

Now,    fhower'd   tempeftuous    from    the    em- 

battePd  wall, 
Stones,  darts,  and  flints,  and  engined  quarries  fall ; 
VOL.  I.  R  Wing'd 
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Wing'd  from  the  nerve  of  many  a  bending  bow, 
Death  points  a  cloud  and  rains  the  ftorm  below  -, 
The  Chriftian  powers  receding  feek  the  plain,   415 
And  their  wide  gates  the  cover'd  Pagans  gain. 
When  difencumber'd  now  RINALDO  rofe, 
To  vengeance  loofed  he  pour'd  upon  his  foes ; 
For  Du  DON'S  fate  had  reach'd  the  warrior's  ear, 
And  gave  a  fury  which  e'en  friends  might  fear.  420 
"  On,  on !"  he  cried,    u    why,  wherefore   ftop  ? 

O  fhame ! 

<c  Your  arms,  revenge,  revenge  and  DUDON  claim. 
"  In  vain  their  ramparts  veil  yon  trembling  rout, 
"  Walls  rife  in  vain  to  keep  the  valiant  out  -9 
"  Though  fenced  with  adamant,   or  towers  of 

fteel,  425 

<c  ARGANTES  fhould  my  entering  vengeance feeL" 
He  faid,  and  forward  on  the  ramparts  fprung ; 
A  ftorm  of  darts  around  his  temples  fung: 
Yet  he  gave  all  his  dauntlefs  front  to  view  ; 
Even  danger  awed  before  his  eye  withdrew ;     490 
The  towers  appear'd  to  totter  at  the  fight, 
And  quailing  thoufands  trembled  from  their  height. 

feut  Sigiere  now  by  royal  GODFREY  fent, 
(.Sage  herald)  bade  the  rage  of  war  relent : 

"  Retire, 
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«  Retire,  retire,  nor  vainly  hope,"  he  cried,     435 
"  That  one  day's  arm  (hall  Salem's  fate  decide : 
"  Steep  are  her  towers    and   boldly  mann'd  her 

walls; 

"  And  dire  muft  be  the  (hock  by  which  (he  falls/' 
They  (laid  reluctant — As  the  fiery  fteed 
Rein'cl  in  his  pride  and  lorded  in  his  fpeed,        440 
So  fared  RINALDO'S  fury,  fcarce  repreft; 
And  ftill  the  battle  ftruggled  in  his  breaft. 

MEAN-TIME,  with  duft  deform'd  and  ftain'd  with 

gore, 

Brave  DUDON  from  the  fated  field  they  bore ; 
The  foldiers  prefs  to  touch  his  great  remains,  445 
And  round  his  corfe  the  copious  forrow  rains. 
But  BULLOIGN,   from   a   fu  mm  it's   neighbouring 

height, 
Surveyed  fair  Solyma's  imperial  fite ; 

ler  powers,  her  force,  and  her  defects  he  fcarm'd, 
And  the  deep  fchemes  of  future  conqueft  plann'd. 


HIGH  eminent  amid  the  circling  lands,         451 
Fair  Solyma  in  ancient  glory  ftands : 
Rear'd  on  tvvo  hills  her  regal  fpires  arife; 
Between,  a  vale  in  rich  expansion  lits : 

R  2  From 
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From  three  proud  fides  (he  overlooks  her  foe,  455 
And  fmiles,  impervious,  on  the  war  below  •, 
But,  weak  by  nature  on  the  northern  part, 
She  (loops  to  arm  her  in  the  flrength  of  art. 

THE  frugal  trough  and  cittern's  vafe  retain 
Her  watery  (lores  of  heaven  defcending  rain  j    460 
Around  her  walls  no  lively  verdures  grow  ; 
Few  founts  to  (lake  the  fultry  region  flow  -9 
No  grove  extends  its  hofpitable  (hade 
To  the  tired  pilgrim  or  the  feverifh  glade, 
Save  where,  two  leagues  divided  from  the  town,  465 
A  baleful  foreft  rears  its  umbrage  brown, 
Whofe  filent  (hades  in  antique  horrors  rife, 
Brood  o'er  the  foil,  and  intercept  the  (kies. 

CLEAR  to  the  dawning  of  the  eaftern  beam, 
The  hallow'd  Jordan  pours  a  plenteous  dream ;  470 
A  fanded  billow  bounds  the  weftern  fide, 
And  rolls  alternate  on  the  midland  tide  •, 
Samaria  ftretch'd  upon  the  north  expands, 
Where  Bethel  in  opprobrious  profpeft  (lands ; 
But  Bethlem,  Ifrael's  gem  and  Judah's  boaft,    475 
Rears  to  the  fouth,  and  confecrates  the  coaft. 

WHILE 
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WHILE    BULLOICN    thus    furveys    the    hoilile 

ground, 

And  fends  his  eye  in  large  experience  round, 
Metes  the  proud  height  of  Sion's  tower'd  wall, 
Marks  her  defects  and  meditates  her  fall ;         480 
ERMINIA  intermitted  filence  breaks, 
And  thus  obfervant  of  the  Hero  fpeaks. 

'<  BEHOLD,  O  King,  in  regal  purple  drefr, 
"  Strength  in  his  arm,  and  wifdom  in  his  breaft, 
"  Behold  where  GODFREY  takes  his  aweful  ftand, 
"  All  form'd  for  fame,  to  aft  as  to  command  {486 
"  In  him  the  hero  ancj  the  fage  unite, 
"  The  clue  of  conduct,  and  the  force  of  fight  : 
"  RAIMOND  alone,  of  yon  unnumber'd  hofts, 
ic  A  rival  in  the  nightly  council  boafts ;  490 

<c  Alike  young  TANCR  ED'S  and  R  IN  ALDO'S  charms, 
"  Their  flame  of  courage,  and  their  force  of  arms ! 

tc  I  know,"  the  Monarch  with  a  figh  replied, 
"  I  know  him  well,  and  faw  his  prowefs  tried. 
"  When  I  the  feals  of  Egypt's  fultan  bore,        495 
"  And  trod  a  friend  upon  the  Gallic  (bore, 
"  A  ftripling  in  the  lifts,  he  firuck  my  eyes, 
"  And  matchiefs  bore  from  every  arm  the  prize; 
R  3  "  Then, 
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"  Then,  e're  his  fpringof  bearded  down  beg:n, 
<c  In  every  excellence  a  more  than  man  :          500 
«  Too  fure  prefages  of  impending  woe 
*f  Tofuch,  whom  fate  fhould  mark  for  BULLOIGN'S 
foe! 

BUT  fay,  what's  he,  whofe  fcarf  with  Tyrian 

pride, 

"  Flows  o'er  his  arms  and  glows  at  GODFREY'S  fide? 
"  Though  GODFREY  treads  fnperiorto  the  fight, 
"  In  mien  and  majefty  they  both  unite.  506 

"  I  fee, 'tis  BALDWIN,"  cried  the  princely  Dame, 
"  His  brother,  lefs  in  features,  than  in  fame. 

ct  BUT  mark, intently  turn'd  how  GODFREY  hears, 
c€  While  RAIMOND  fpeaks  the  judgment  of  his 
years,  510 

"  Whofe  hoftile  hairs  bring  terrors  to  my  fight, 
"  Grown  fage  in  war,  and  in  experience  white  ; 
"  Beyond  ten  tboufand  hands  that  head  alarms, 
"  The  ward  and  leading  wifdom  of  their  arms. 

"  THERE  WILLIAM,  England's  younger  hope, 
behold,  515 

t  His  figured  buckler,  and  his  cafque  of  gold ! 

"  GUELJO 
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*  GUELFO  the  next,  whofe  third  of  glory  fprings 

u  From  a  long  race  of  heroes  and  of  kings  -,   , 

"  I  know  him  well,  amid  a  hod  expreft, 

"  By  his  fquare  (boulders  and  his  ample  cheft.  520 

"  But  ah  !  in  vain  I  fend  my  eyes  about, 

*'  To  find  my  foe  the  cruel  BOEMOND  out ; 

"  The  dire  ufurper,  whofe  relentlefs  hand 

*'  Slew  my  great  fire,  and  feiz'd  my  native  land  !f> 

THUS  while  they  fpoke  obfervant  of  the  foe,  525 
The  Duke  defends,  and  joins  his  hoil  below: 
for  now  refolv'd,  and  hppelefs  to  prevail 
Where  Salem's  eminence  o'erlook'd  the  vale, 
Incumbent  on  the  opener  north  he  lay, 
Spread  out  his  camp,  and  made  his  engines  play, 
Where  every  rampart  fliook  beneath  his  power  531 
From  the  far  portal  to  the  utmoft  tower — 
In  compafs  near  a  third  •,  for  fuch  the  fpace 
That  circles  Sion  in  a  wide  embrace  ; 
Not    with  thin    enfigns.   lengthening   pw'rd  the 
mound,  535 

Could  GODFREY'S  army  hem  the  wondrous  round: 
Yet  every  lane  and  every  pafs  he  barr'J, 
And  frx'd  the  frequent  terrors  of  a  guard ; 
Around  his  camp  tlic  fpacious  lines  he  drew, 
And  broad  and  deep  his  guardian  trenches  threw, 
R  4  To 
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To  fhield  his  legions  from  untimely  fight,         541 

And  every  dark  hoftility  of  night. 

THESE  orders  given,  the  General  held  his  way 
Where  DUDON,  much  lamented  hero,  lay: 
High  on  a  bier,  with  warlike  honours  graced,  545 
In  woful  pomp  the  Great  Remains  were  placed; 
Snapp'd  arms  and  fable  enfigns  fpread  the  ground, 
And  mingling  princes  pour'd  their  griefs  around. 

AT  BULLOIGN'S  fight,  the  fadly  filent  croud, 
Renew'd  in  rifing  forrows,  wept  aloud  •,  550 

But  he,  with  majefty  that  bore  the  (how 
Cf  dirge  in  triumph,  or  of  cheer  in  woe, 
Approaching,  touch'd  the  bier,  repreft  his  grief-, 
And  thus  pathetic  fpoke  the  mourning  Chief. 

*6  HAIL  DUDON  !  hail  to  thy  eternal  birth,     555 
"  Revived  in  Heaven  from  all  thy  toils  on  earth! 
"  Nor  yet  fhall  Heaven  the  total  hero  claim, 
4C  Still  found  on  earth,  immortal  in  his  fame  ! 
"  In  life,  my  friend,  in  death  thou  didft  excel ; 
"  Valiant  you  fought,  and  valiantly  you  fell!  560 
cc  Clofed  is  thy  warfare,  finifh'd  is  thy  fight, 
"  And  ftars  of  living  glory  crown  thy  might ! 

v  Not 
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"  Not,  not  for  thec,  this  fable  cloud  of  woe; 
"  But  for  ourfelves  our  jufter  forrows  flow  : 
"  Our  arm  of  war's  unnerv'd  upon  thy  bier,    565 
<c  And  broke  with  thine  is  every  pointlefs  fpear-, 
"  Defpoil'd  of  thee,  thou  c  hit-fed  earthly  aid, 
<c  Our  banners  droop,  and  all  our  laurels  fade  ! 
ct  Yet   the  Great  Caufe    that  might   inform    the 
dead,  569 

"  The  Caufe  fqrvives,  for  which  thy  bofom  bled  ; 
"  Survives  to  warm  thee  with  its  wonted  charms, 
"  And  wing  thy  foul  afliftant  to  our  arms, 
"  When  in  the  powers  of  heavenly  milTion  bright, 
<c  Once  more  thou  (halt  defcend  to  rule  the  fight, 
"  In  terrors  wrap'd  to  thunder  on  the  foe,        575 
<c  To  lay  the  pride  of  all  oppreflbrs  low, 
"  To  raze  the  height  of  yon  embattePd  wall, 
u  And  lift  thy  friends  victorious  from  thy  fall !" 
Hefaid — And  now  the  flumberous  dew  of  night 
Mix'd  with  the  fhade,  and  funk  upon  the  fight;  58® 
O'er  care-fwoln  lids  effufcd  the  balm  of  deep, 
And  clofed  thofe  eyes  that  daily  learn'd  to  weep. 
ButBuLLOiGN  on  his  penfive  pillow  lay, 
RevolvM  through  every  labour  of  the  day, 
While  forming  in  his  wakeful  round  of  thought 
Machines  arofe,  and  novel  combats  fought.       586 

THE 
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THE  bright-eyed  morn  from  early  vapour  won, 
Saw  GODFREY  arm'd,  and  orient  with  the  fun  ; 
At  Du DON'S  herfe,  the  friendly  melting  Chief 
J?our'd  the  laft  tribute  of  attending  grief.          590 
Him  a  long  train  of  funeral  p-rnp  convey'd, 
And  low  in  earth  the  warrior's  corfe  they  laid, 
"Where  a  tall  palm  its  branching  honours  fpread, 
Wove  in  the  wind,  and  worfhip'd  o'er  the  dead; 
His  duft  the  prieftly  confecration  bleil,  595 

And  fung  the  great  departed  foul  to.  reft, 

HIGH  o?er  his  tomb,  amid  the  branches  flrung, 
Enfigns,  and  arms,  and  blazon'd  trophies  hung, 
The  pride  and  fpoils  of  many  a  valiant  knight, 
Seiz'd  by  the  Victor  in  his  days  of  fight.  6oQ 

Full  on  the  trunk  his  proper  arms  were  placed, 
His  plumy  helm  the  joining  corQet  graced  ; 
And  thus  the  marble  bore  his  facred  name- — 
*c  Here  DUDON  lies— yet  fills  the  world  with  fame." 

THE  laft  fad  rites  of  focial  woes  expreft,        605 
And  DUDON  left  to  his  eternal  reft, 
The  Chief  of  chiefs,  on  public  cares  intent, 
A  convoy  to  the  fecret  foreft  fent, 
Where  filent  grew  its  unfrequented  (hade, 
Now  by  a  Syrian  to  the  Duke  betray'd,  6 1  q 

Who 
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Who  meditates  from  hence  on  Sion's  fall, 
plans  machines  the  rivals  of  her  wall. 


THE  Woodmen  now  difpofe  their  ranging  bands, 
The  alternate  axe  high  brandifh'd  in  their  hands; 
Unwonted  noife  the  affrighted  foreft  fills,         615 
And  hcho  fighs  from  all  the  circling  hills. 
Beneath  their  flrokes  the  victor  palms  fubfide; 
Down  falls  the  pine  from  its  aerial  pride  5 
Still  breathes  the  cedar  o'er  a  length  of  ground  ; 
The  firs  in  weeping  amber  mourn  around  ;         620 
Fell'd  with  her  elm  the  viney  confort  lies, 
And  faithful  o'er  the  folded  trunk  ihe  dies. 

THE  poplar,  beech,  and  alder's  watery  fhade, 
Sink  on  the  marfh,  or  wither  o'er  the  glade  : 
Imperial  oaks,  that,  through  ten  ages  pad,        625 
Had  braved  heaven's  bolt  and  rough  encountering 

blaft, 

The  period  now  of  mortal  glory  feel, 
And  fall  fubdued  beneath  the  conquering  fteel  ; 
The  exiled  pard  abjures  his  wonted  den, 
And  every  feather  flies  the  voice  of  men  :          630 
Wide  lie  the  realms  of  long  ufurping  night, 
And  fcenes  unfold  that  never  faw  the  light  ! 
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CONSTANTIA 


O  R, 


The  MAN  of  LAW's  TALE, 


T  T  ENCE  WANT,  ungrateful  vifitant,  adieu! 
r  Pale  emprefs  hence,   with  all  thy  meager 

crew — 

Sour  Discontent,  and  mortified  Chagrin, 
Lean  hollow  Care,  and  felf-corroding  Spleen  ; 

Diftreft 


THE     MAN    OF    LA  WES    TALE. 


I. 

O  SCAT«FUL  harm,  condition  ofpoverte, 
With  thirft,  with  cold,  with  hunger  fo  confounded, 
'  To  aflcen  helpe  thee  fhameth  in  thin  herte, 
If  thou  non  afk,  fo  fore  art  thou  ywounded, 
That  veray  nede  unwrappeth  al  thy  wound  hid. 

^ '  Maugrc 
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Diftrefs  and  Woe,  fad  parents  of  Defpair, 
With  wringing  hands,  and  ever  rueful  air  ; 
The  tread  of  Dun,  and  Bum's  alarming  hand, 
Dire  as  the  touch  of  Circe's  circling  wand  5 
Keen  Hunger  with  his  (harp  but  famifh'd  eye, 
And  dufky  Theft,  a  defperate  prompter  nigh ; 
While  agues  fhudder  to  the  whittling  gale, 
And  jointly  Law  and  Infamy  affail ! 
But  worfe,  O  worfe,  than  all  the  hideous  train, 
Hot-mouth'd  Reproach,  and  faucy  writhed  Difdain! 
Thefe  in  the  rear  of  thy  aflembly  wait  5 
Still  point  the  anguifh,  and  augment  the  weight. 

The  worft  opprefTion,  who,  ah !  who  could  bear, 
Jf  VIRTUE,  hovering  angel,  was  not  there  ? 
Where  Poverty  her  blafting  progrefs  bends, 
The  Goddefs  with  fuperior  wing  attends : 
Around  the  Fair  her  bleft  affociates  play, 
Bafk  in  her  eye,  and  whiten  in  her  ray — 
Bright  Purity,  with  firm  unalter'd  cheek, 
The  mild,  the  kind,  the  gentle,  and  the  meek  j 
Humility's  benignly  placid  grace, 
And  Innocence  with  fweet  feraphic  face  j 

Calm 

Maugre  thin  hed  thou  muft  for  indigence 
Or  ilele,  or  begge,  or  borwe  thy  difpence. 

2.  Thou 
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Calm  Piety  that  fmiles  amidft  the  dorm, 
And  Charity  with  boundlefs  wiflies  warm. 

Bold  in  the  front,  to  guard  the  Heavenly  Band, 
Behold  the  mafculine  adherents  ftand ! 
Patience,  with  Atlantean  fhoulders  fpred  ; 
Hail  Temperance,  on  thrifty  viands  fed  ; 
Firm  Fortitude,  unknowing  how  to  yield ; 
And  Perfeverance  with  hisbatter'd  fhieldj. 
And  honed  Induftry,  whofe  early  toil 
Wins  health  and  plenty  from  the  labour'd  foil. 
The  genuine  Arts  behind  the  Goddefs  wait, 
Her  reign  illuftrate,  and  improve  her  ftate  : 
With  eye  elate  here  Contemplation  foars, 
And  Learning  piles  his  intellectual  ftores  $ 
Here  mental  fdences  arranging  (hine  ; 
Here  manual  crafts  the  various  talk  defign  ; 
While  Diligence  the  bufy  finger  plies, 
And  wing'd,  from  rank  to  rank,  Invention  flies. 

Such 

2. 

Thou  blameft  Crift,  and  fayft  ful  bitterly, 
He  mifdeparteth  richefle  temporal ; 
Thy  neighebour  thou  witeft  fmfully, 
And  fayft,  thou  haft  to  litel,  and  he  hath  all : 
Parfay  (fayft  thou)  fomtime  he  reken  fhall, 
Whan  that  his  tayl  fhall  brennen  in  the  glede, 
For  he  nought  helpcth  needful  in  hir  nede, 

Vo*.  I.  S  3.  Hcrkcn 
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Such  wide  extremes  on  Indigence  attend ! 
There  Vice  afTails,  the  Virtues  here  defend  : 
Below,  the  gloom  of  every  pafTion  florins ; 
Above,-calm  VIRTUE  moderates  and  reforms  ; 
Here,  highly  elevate ;  there,  deep  deprefs  •> 
And  give,  or  blifsj  or  anguifh,  in  excefs. 

Hail  VIRTUE  !  Chafte  Eternal  Beauty,  hail ! 
Still  on  the  foe,  O  Goddefs,  ftill  prevail  \ 
The  world,  eVe  framed,  lay  open  to  thy  view 5 
You  form'd  the  whole,  and  fhall  again  renew  ! 
E're  I  thy  arduous  pleafing  toils  decline,, 
Be  Want,  ah,  ftill  be  each  difafler  mine  5 
Till  even  Oppreffiort  be  itfelf  fubdued, 
Nor  yet  a  wifh  for  wealth  or  power  intrude ! 

Nor  be  the  Poor  alone  thy  favourite  care ; 
Fly,  fly  to  courts,  and  let  the  Mighty  (hare ! 

The 

3- 

Herken  what  is  the  fentence  of  the  wife, 
Bet  is  to  dien  than  have  indigence. 
Thy  felve  neighebour  v/ol  thee  defpife, 
If  thou  be  poure,  farewel  thy  reverence. 
Yet  of  the  wife  man  take  this  fentence, 
Alle  the  dayes  of  poure  men  ben  wicke, 
Beware  therfore  or  thou  come  to  that  pricke. 
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The  fiiken  lethargy  at  once  awake ; 
Debauch  from  his  intemperate  opiate  (hake; 
Thence  every  vice,  and  every  folly  drive, 
That  fling  or  glitter  round  the  gorgeous  hive. 
Before  thy  touch  let  Iniblence  retire, 
And  Vanity,  an  empty  breath,  expire; 
Hypocrify  caft  off  the  fair  difguife, 
And  darting  in  his  native  gloom  arife. 

Now,  Goddefs,  entering,  view  the  dome  of  (late! 
Do  thou  inform,  and  give  me  to  relate; 
Let  demons  obvious  to  my  eye  appear, 
.  (Which  known,  could  fure  find  no  admittance  here.) 
Amid  the  buzzing,  bufy,  idle  croud, 
The  mixM  afifembly  of  the  mean  and  proud, 
See,  Treaibn  fmiles,  a  fuitor  to  his  king ; 
See,  Promife  flutters  on  a  Cyprefs  wing  ; 
Her  pinion  like  autumnal  foliage  falls* 
And  on  the  pavement  Difappointment  crawls. 

A  friendly 
4- 

If  thou  be  poure,  thy  brother  hatdth  thee, 
And  all  thy  frendes  fleen  fro  thee,  alas  ! 
O  riche  marchants,  ful  of  wele  ben  ye, 
O  noble,  Opruderit  folk,  as  in  this  cas, 
Your  bagges  ben  not  filled  witlx  ambes  as, 
But  with  fis  cink,  that  renneth  for  your  chance  $ 
At  Criftenmafle  mcry  may  ye  dance. 

S  2  .  Yc 
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A  friendly  afpedt  Enmity  affumes  5 
Beneath  applaufe,  deep  lurking  Envy  glooms  -3 
The  tempting  mammon  Subornation  (hows  j 
And  in  the  patriot's  zeai  DiiTention  glows. 

Oppreflion  there  with  gently  winning  grace, 
And  Ignorance  with  folemn  thinking  face, 
And  Pride  with  mortified  and  Chriftian  guife, 
And  Infidelity  with  faintly  eyes, 
Four  rival-candidates,  their  monarch  fue; 
Two  for  the  Bench,  and  for  the  Mitre  two. 

Lo  there  Ambition,  from  his  height  elate! 
And  Pleafure  lolling  on  a  couch  of  ftate  t 
On  thefe  the  pageantry  of  pomp  attends ; 
To  thefe  the  idolizing  tumult  bends  -y 


Ye  feken  lond  and  fee  for  your  winninges, 
As  wife  folk  ye  knowen  all  th'eftat 
Of  regnes,  ye  ben  fathers  of  tidinges, 
And  tales,  both  of  pees  and  of  debat : 
I  were  right  now  of  tales  defolat, 
N'ere  that  a  marchant,  gon  is  many  a  yere, 
Me  taught  a  tale,  which  that  ye  fhull  here. 


The 
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The  poor,  the  rich,  the  peafant,  and  the  peer, 
And  all  religions,  join  in  worfhip  here. 
Ambition,  reaching  from  his  airy  ftand, 
Grafps  at  a  globe  that  fhuns  his  defperate  hand  : 
Around  the  glittering  fphere,  confufedly  gay,    • 
Crowns,  'truncheons,  gems,  and  trophied  radiance 
Iay5 

But  changing  with  alternate  light  and  made, 
The  lures  appear,  and  vanifh,  mine,  and  fade ; 
Vain  as  the  cloudy  meteor  of  the  morn, 
Which  fancy  forms,  and  tranfient  rays  adorn. 

The  prime  rewards  four  fuppliant  fons  of  fame, 
Luft,  Rapine,  Violence,  and  Slaughter,  claim ; 
And  tho'  efiential  happinefs  rs  due, 
For  toys  the  Wife,  for  toys  the  Virtuous  fue. 
Deluded  men,  the  ready  ambufh  fly  ! 
Dire  lurking  deaths  behind  Ambition  lie — 
The  mourning  block,  keen  axe,  and  racking  wheel, 
The  poifon'd  goblet,  and  the  bofom'd  fteel ! 

Here  Pleafure  on  her  velvet-couch  reclines, 
Smiles  to  undo,  and  in  deftruftion  mines  > 

With 
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With  iteming  negligence  difplays  her  charms  $ 
The  flrong  fhe  withers,  and  the  fteerd'difarms. 
Imagination,  fpecious  handmaid,  waits, 
Andferves  a  pomp  of 'vifionary  cates  : 
The  Sorcerefs  ftill  eflays  the  frcfli  repafts  ; 
IJut-inock'd  eternally,  fhe  feeds,  and  fafts. 
Around  her  couch  unnumber'd  votaries  meet, 
And  wifh  to  -fhare  the  imaginary  treat ; 
Devour  each  niorfel  with  (^firing  eye, 
And  for  large  draughts  of  fancied  nedar.figh : 
A  thoufand  ny mphs  vf :wa r* ton  fp rightly  mien, 
Trip  round  the  fofa,  and  amufe  their  Queen  j 
With'  tranfport  ihe  furyeys  che  darling  train, 
All.  daughters  of  her  light  fermenting  brain: 
Here  Laughter^  Mirjth5  .and .Dalliance  unite, 
IllufiveJ'oy,  and  vcUtfejDdight, 

Conceits,  fports,  gambols,  titillations  gay, 

• 

Hopes  that  allure^  and  projects  that  betray. 

, 

Prime  lifter  of  the  ineiTential  bands, 
Ere6l,,perfuafive  Expedatiori  ftands ; 
On  each  purfuit  fhe  flouriihes  with  grace, 
And  gives  a  butterfly  to  lead  the  ch.ace  j 

Or  wafts  a  bubble, on  the  parting  gale, 

' 

And  bids  furrounding  multitudes  aflailj 


With 
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With  fweets  the  fond  purfuic  alone  is  fraught, 
The  game  dill  vanifhes,  when  once  it's  caught : 
Vain  is  the  joy — but  not  the  anguifh  vain ; 
And  empty  pleafure  gives  eflential  pain  : 
Couch'd  as  a  tyger,  watchful  to  furprize, 
Grim  Death  beneath  the  falfe  enchantrds  lies ; 
The  fiends  around  invifibly  engage, 
Guilt  (lings,  pains  rack,  and  difappointmentsrage ; 
Aches,    afthmas,     cholicks,    gouts,    convulfions, 

rheums, 
Remorfe  thatgnawsj  and  languor  that  confumes. 

Far  other  train,  Apparent  Queen!  you  lead  ; 
True  blifs  attends jho*  arduous  toils  precede: 
Serene  thy  bofom,  tho9  thy  brow  fevere  ; 
Pain  points  thy  path,  but  Heaven  is  in  thy  rear. 
Wondrous  the  influence  thy  power  fupplies, 
Where  triumphs  only  from  oppreflion  rile;;  i 
Peace  fprings  from  pafiion,  and  from  weaknefs 

might ; 

Calm  cafe  from  travel,  and  from  pain  delight ; 
No  fweets  that  vanifh,  and  no  gufts  that  cloy — 

Clear  is  the  rapture,  and  ferene  the  joy  ; 

.  * 

Reflection  culls  from  every  labour  paft, 
And  gives  the  fame  eternal  blifs  to  laft, 

S  4  Thus, 
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Thus,  by  long  trial,  and  fevere  diflrefs, 
You,  VIRTUE  !  truely,  tho'  feverely,  blefs  ; 
Thro'  each  tradition,  each  recorded  page, 
Thro'  every  nation,  and  thro'  every  age, 
From  purpled  rnonarchs  to  the  rural  hind, 
By  pain  you  purified,  by  toil  refined  : 
The  mightier  weight  thy  favourite  heroes  bore^ 
Chief  you  deprefs'd,  whom  chief  you  meant  fhould 

foar  ; 

Still  with  the  foe  gave  forces  to  prevail, 
And  with  this  Moral  form'd  the  following  Tale. 

While  yet  the  Turk  his  early  claim  avow'd, 
And  ruled  beneath  his  fcepter,  Judah  bow'd  ; 
A  fet  of  worthy  wealthy  merchants  chofe 
The  world  for  trade,  and  Sion  for  repofe. 
Jiere  they  feleft  the  gems  of  brighteft  rays, 
Rich  (luffs,  wrought  filks,  and  golden  tiflues  blaze  $ 

Thro' 


In  Surrie  whilom  dwelt  a  compagnie 
Of  chapmen  rich,  and  therto  fad  and  trewe, 
That  wide  where  fenten  Mr  fpicerie, 
Clothes  of  gold,  and  fatins  riche  of  hewe. 
Hir  chafFare  was  fo  thrifty  and  fo  newe, 
That  every  wight  hath  deintee  to  chafFare 
With  hem,  and  eke  to  fellen  hem  hir  ware. 

7.  Now 
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Thro'  every  climate,  and  to  every  gale, 
They  launch  the  cargo,  and  expand  the  fail  : 
Wide,  with  their  name,  their  reputation  grew, 
And  to  their  mart  concurring  chapmen  drew*. 


The  lure  of  novelty,  and  third  of  gain, 
Now  points  their  paflage  o'er  the  Midland-main  $ 
The  Tiber  now  their  fpumy  keels  divide, 
And  ftem  the  flow  of  his  defcending  tide. 
To  Rome,  imperial  Rome,  the  traders  came  ; 
Rome  heard  the  voice  of  their  preceding  fame  : 
Free  mart  and  fplendid  manfion  (he  affords  ; 
Joy  crown'd  their  nights,  and  elegance  their  boards^ 

With  mutual  chat  they  gratify  defire, 
What's  curious  now  relate,  and  now  enquire; 

Alike 


Now  fell  it,  that  the  maifters  of  that  fort 
Han  fhapen  hem  to  Rome  for  to  wende, 
Were  it  for  chapmanhood  or  for  difport, 
Non  other  meflage  wold  they  thider  fende, 
But  comen  hemfelf  to  Rome,  this  is  the  ende  : 
And  in  fwiche  place  as  thought  hem  avantage 
for  hir  entente,  they  taken  hir  herbergage, 

s. 

Sojourned  han  thefe  marchants  in  that  toua 
A  certain  time,  as  fell  to  hir  plefance : 
6 
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Alike  for  knowledge,  and  for  wealth  they  trade, 
And  are  with  ufury  in  both  repaid. 
But  Fame  furprized  them  with  a  wonder  new, 
Beyond  what  times  of  brighteft  record  drew, 
The  poet's  fancy,  or  the  lover's  tongue ; 
And  thus  the  Darling  Excellence  (he  fung. 

To  crown  our  monarch's  age  with  fond  delight, 
His  cares  alleviate,  and  his  toils  requite, 

Beyond 

And  fo  befell,  that  the  excellent  renoun 
Of  the  emperoures  dough ter  dame  Cuftance 
Reported  was,  with  every  circumftance, 
Unto  thefe  Surrien  marchants,  in  fwiche  wife 
Fro  day  to  day,  as  I  flial  you  devife, 
*. 

9- 

This  was  the  commun  vois  of  every  man  : 
Our  emperour  of  Rome,  God  him  fe, 
A  doughter  hath,  that  fin  the  world  began, 
To  reken  as  wel  hire  goodneiTe  as  beaute, 
N'as  never  fwiche  another  as  is  me  : 
I  pray  to  God  in  honour  lure  fuftene, 
And  wold  me  were  of  all  Europe  the  queue, 

10. 

In  hire  is  high  beaute  withouten  pride, 
Youthe,  withouten  grenehed  or  folie  : 
To  all  hire  werkes  vertue  is  hire  guide; 
Humblefle  hath  flaien  in  hire  tyrannic  : 

She 
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Beyond  whate'er  paternal  wifh  could  crave, 
Indulgent  Heaven  a  peerlefs  Infant  gave  : 
The  ibfter  fex  her  beauteous  body  forms, 
But  her  brignt  foul  each  manly  virtue  warms  ; 
Youth  without  folly,  greatnefs  without  pride,. 
And  all  that's  firm  to  all  that's  fweet  allied.. 
Rich  as  the  land  by  facred  promife  bled, 
Lies  the  fair  rale  of  her  expanded  bread  ; 
Mild  on  a  Parian  pillar  turns  her  head, 
Her  front,  like  Lebanon,  divinely  fpread  ; 
There  fit  the  Chafte,  the  Placid,  and  the  Meek, 
And  mom  fmiles  frefh  upon  her  open  cheek. 
Babes  leafn-  diftinction  at  CONSTANTIA'S  fight, 
And  wither'd  age  revives  to  ftrange  delight  ; 
Tumultuous  wifhes  breathjc  along  her  way, 
Hands  rife,  tongues  blefs,  and  centering  eyes  fur* 


All  run  to  bend  the  voluntary  knee, 
The  blind  to  hear  her,  and  the  deaf  to  fee. 
Ah  !  were  (he  born  to  univerfal  fvvay, 
How  gladly  would  the  willing  world  obey  ? 

And 

She  is  mirrour  of  all  curtefie, 

Hire  herte  is  veray  chambre  of  holindTe, 

Hire  hond  miniftre  of  fredom  for  almefle. 

ii.  And 
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And  now  with  wealthy  manufacture  ftow'd, 
Launched  on  the  tide  their  freighted  veflels  rode  5 
The  pendants  vainly  point  the  favouring  gale, 
Court  the  weigh'd  anchor,  and  the  opening  fail,..  . 
Till  firft  the.  Fair  Perfedion  they  beheld, 
Who  all  report,  in  fatal  hour,  excell'd  : 
For  Syria  then  they  ply  the  labouring  oar, 
And  the  crook'd  keels  divide  their  native  fhore. 

Exulting  now  they  touch  the  favourite  land, 
Unlade,  and  moor  along  the  yielding  flrand. 
Now  duteous,  on  their  youthful  Sukan  wait, 
Unfold  new  treafures,  and  new  tales  relate. 

With 

ii. 

And  al  this  vois  was  foth,  as  God  is  trewe, 
But  now  to  purpos  let  us  turn  agein. 
Thefe  marchants  han  don  fraught  hir  fhippes  newef 
And  whan  they  han  this  blisful  maiden  fein, 
Home  to  Surrie  ben  they  went  ful  fayn, 
And  don  hir  nedes,  as  they  han  don  yore, 
And  liven  in  weje,  I  can  fay  you  no  more* 

12. 

Now  fell  it,  that  thefe  marchants  flood  in  grace 
Of  him  that  was  the  Soudan  of  Surrie : 
For  whan  they  came  from  any  ftrange  place 
He  wold  of  his  benigne  curtefte 

Makr 
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"With  ufual  grace,  and  curious  ear  he  hears  ; 
With  ufual  courtefy,  and  bounty  cheers  ; 
The  ftrange,  the  wondrous  narrative  admires, 
And  all  that's  foreign,  all  that's  new  requires. 


Ah,  haplefs  prince,  thy  further  fearch  reftrain  ; 
Couch'd  in  the  tale,  death  lurks  to  entertain  ! 
CONSTANTIA'S   charms    their    raptured    tongues 

difclofe  5 

In  every  word  fome  kindling  beauty  glows  ; 
Her  form,    her  features,   mien,   and   foul    they 

breathe, 
Unpraife  all  praife,  and  leave  all  terms  beneath. 

Strong  Eloquence  can  picture  to  the  blind, 
Create  new  forms,  and  people  all  the  mind  ; 

Can 

Make  hem  good  chere,  and  bdily  efpie 
Tidings  of  fundry  regnes,  for  to  lere 
The  wonders  that  they  mighte  feen  or  here. 


Amonges  other  thinges  fpecially 
Thefe  marchants  han  him  told  of  dame  Cuftance 
So  gret  noblefle,  in  ernelt  ferioufly, 
That  this  Soudan  hath  caught  fo  gret  plefance 
To  han  hire  figure  in  his  remembrance, 
That  all  his  luft,  and  all  his  befy  cure 
Was  for  to  love  hire,  while  his  lif  may  dure. 

14.  Para* 
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Can  pain  or  mitigate,  can  heal  or  tvound, 
Enchant  with  fentences,  and  kill  with  found. 
The,  fancied  fweets  his  ear  impatient  drinks ; 
Deep  on  his  foul  the  Imaged  Beauty  finks  ; 
Thro'  all  his  thoughts,  his  powers,  (he  lives,  fhc 

reigns, 
Pants  in  each  pulfe,  and  thrills  along  his  veins* 

Sure,  thro9  the  traces  of  yon5  celeflial  maze, 
Where  myftic  planets  dance,  and  glories  blaze  j 
More  wonders  typical  imprefs  the  fky, 
Than  e'er  was  traced  with  aftrologi-c  eye ! 
There  haply,  e're  his  natal  hour  expreft, 
Firil  burn'dthe  flame  that  glowed  within  his  breaft: 

There 

14, 

Paraventure  in  thilke  large  took, 
Which  that  men  clepe  the  heven,  ywriten  was 
With  fterres,  whan  tliat  he  his  birthe  took, 
That  he  for  love  ihuld  han  his  deth,  alas  I 
Fcr  in  the  fterres,  clerer  than  is  glas,  * 
Js  writen,  God  wot,  who  fo  coud  it  rede^ 
The  deth  of  every  man  withouten  drede. 


In  flerres  many  a  winter  therbeforn 
Vvras  writ  the  deth  of  Heclor,  Achilles, 
Of  Pompey,  Julius,  or  they  were  born  ; 
The  ftrif  of  Thebes ;  and  of -Hercules, 

Of 
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There  might  theNymph  with  previous  beauty  bloom, 
With  previous  languifhment  the  Youth  confumc ; 
Expire  the  viftim  of  fuccefslefs  care  ; 
Die  e're  he  lived,  and  eVe  he  loved  defpair. 
There  the  dear  friendly  ftream,  e're  Julius  bled, 
Great  Brutus  to  his  dearer  country  fried  ; 
With  deftined  tyranny  there  Pride  enflaves, 
With  deftined  virtue  there  the  Patriot  faves; 
There  Pompey  glovv'd  for  freedom  and  for  fame, 
There  Socrates,  of  Greece  the  pride  and  fhame  : 
Alcides  there  each  horrid  moniler  flew ; 
There  triumph'd  Sampfon,  the  heroic  Jew; 
There  All,  or  doom'd  to  fave,  or  to  deltroy, 
The  chiefs  who  fought  at  Thebes,  or  fought  at 
Troy! 

Long  mourn'd  the  Youth,    with  fecret    woe 

oppreft ; 
The  latent  vulture  prey'd  within  his  bread  : 

Conftrain'd 

Of  Sampfon,  Turnus,  and  of  Socrates 
The  deth  ;  but  mennes  wittes  ben  fo  dull, 
That  no  wight  can  wel  rede  it  at  the  full. 

1 6. 

This  Soudan  for  hisprive  councel  fent, 
And  (hortly  of  this  matere  for  to  pace, 
He  hath  to  hem  declared  his  entent, 
And  fayd  hem  certain,  but  he  might  have  grace 

To 
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Conftrain'd  at  length,  nor  able  to  fuftain 
The  wafting  malady,  and  mental  pain  ; 
The  fage  the  bearded  pillars  of  his  (late 
He  calls,  and  privily  unfolds  his  fate  : 
46  No  mean,"  he  cries,  "  my  cruel  ftars  affign  j 
*c  Swift  death,    or  elfe   CONSTANTIA    muft    be 
mine  !" 

Alternate.,  each  their  hopes,  or  fears  difclofe, 
Invent,  reject,  and  now  again  propofe  ; 
While  fome  with  myftic  rites  of  wondrous  art, 
Engage  to  gain  the  fympathetic  heart  ; 
By  philter'd  fcience,  and  infernal  charms, 
To  win  the  Bright  Perfection  to  his  arms: 
The  abhorrent  fcheme  his  generous  thoughts  dif- 

dain, 
Refolved  to  die,  or  juftly  to  obtain  ; 

And 

To  han  Cuftance,  within  a  litel  fpace, 
He  n*as  but  ded,  and  charged  him  in  hie 
To  fhapen  for  his  lif  fome  remedie. 


Diverfe  men,  diverfe  thinges  faiden  ; 
They  argumentes  caften  up  and  doun  ; 
Many  a  fubtil  refon  forth  they  laiden  ; 
They  fpeken  of  magike,  and  abufion  ; 
But  finally,  as  in  conclufion, 
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And  all  their  arguments,  howe'er  renew'd, 

In  rices  of  nuptial  fan&itude  conclude. 

But  here  again  new  obftacles  appear'd, 

And  much  for  this  their  lateft  hope  they  fear'd  ; 

Fear'd,  thatdiverfity  of  faith,  might  prove 

Alike  diverfity,   and  breach  in  love  ; 

Nor  the  Fair  Chriftian  e'er  confent  to  wed 

A  prince  in  Macon's  facred  precepts  bred. 

The  monarch  then,  "  Ah  !  wherefore  doubt,  my 

friends ; 
"  Why  yetdifpute  where  love  and  life  depends  ? 

«  That 

They  cannot  feen  in  that  non  avantage, 
Ne  in  non  other  way,  fave  manage. 

18. 

Than  faw  they  therin  fwiche  difficultee 
By  way  of  refon,  for  to  fpeke  all  plain, 
Becaufe  ther  was  fwiche  diverfitee 
Betwene  hir  bothe  lawes,  that  they  fayn, 
They  trowen  that  no  criften  prince  wold  fayn 
Wedden  his  child  under  our  lawe  fwete, 
That  us  was  yeven  by  Mahound  our  prophete, 

19. 

And  he  anfv/ered  :  Rather  than  I  bfe 
Cuftance,  I  wol  be  criftened  douteles  : 
I  mote  ben  hires,  I  may  non  other  cheftr, 
I  pray  you  hold  your  arguments  in  pee>, 

VOL.  I.  T  Saveth 
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"  That  faith  mult    lure    have   moft   prevailing 

charms, 

ct  That  gives  CONST  ANT  i  A  to  my  circling  arms : 
*c  No  obftacles  ihall  bar,  no  doubts  deter-, 
"  Nor  will  I  think,  that  fhe  was  form'd  to  err." 

The  voice  determined,  and  imperial  eye, 
Leave  no  pretence  for  courtiers  to  reply  : 
With  the  fond  fpeed  of  Love's  impatience  warm'd, 
Now  embaffies  are  fent,  and  treaties  form'd. 
AH  zealous  to  promote  the  caufe  divine, 
The  pope,  the  church,  and  chriftian  powers  com 
bine  ; 

The  royal  long- reluctant  parents  yield, 
And  contracts  are  by  mutual  proxy  feaPd. 

High 

Saveth  my  lif,  and  beth  not  reccheles 
To  geten  hire  that  hath  my  lif  in  cure, 
For  in  this  wo  I  may  not  long  endure. 

20. 

What  nedeth  greter  dilatation  ? 
I  fay,  by  tretife  and  ambafTatrie, 
And  by  the  popes  mediation, 
And  all  the  chirche,  and  all  the  chevalrie, 
That  in  deflru&ion  of  Maumetrie, 
And  in  encrefe  of  Grilles  lawe  dere, 
They  ben  accorded  fo  as  ye  may  here  ; 

21.  How 
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High  was  the  truft  the  regal  writings  b'ore, 
And  folemn  the  attefting  parties  fwore, 
That  the  young  Syrian,  and  his  barons  bold, 
Each  fex  and  ftate,  the  infant  and  the  old, 
Should  all  MESSIAH'S  hallow'd  faith  embrace, 
And  bright  CONSTANTIA  be  the  bond  of  grace. 

We  lift  not  here  of  pompous  phrafe  to  fay, 
What  order'd  equipage  prepares  the  day  -, 

Groomss 

1  I. 

How  that  the  Soudan  and  his  baronage, 
And  all  his  liege  ihuld  ycriitened  be, 
And  he  ftial  han  Cuftance  in  mariage, 
And  certain  gold,  I  n'ot  what  quantitee, 
And  hereto  finden  fuffifant  furetee. 
The  fame  accord  is  fworne  on  e'yther  fide  ; 
Now,  fair  Cuftance,  almighty  God  thee  gide. 

22. 

Now  wolden  fom  men  waiten,  as  I  gefle, 
That  I  ftiuld  tellen  all  the  purveiancc, 
The  which  that  the  emperour  of  his  noblefTe 
Hath  (hapen  for  his  doughter  dame  Cuftance. 
Wei  may  men  know  that  fo  gret  ordinance 
May  no  man  tellen  in  a  litel  claufe, 
As  was  arraied  for  fo  high  a  caufe. 

23- 

Bifhopes  ben  fhapen  with  hire  for  to  wende, 
>rdes,  ladies,  and  knightes  of  renoun, 
ind  other  folk  ynow,  this  is  the  end. 
id  notified  is  thurghout  al  the  toun, 

T  2  That 


276  CONSTANTIA. 

Grooms,  prelates,  peers,  and  nymphs,  a  fhir>ing 

train, 

To  wait  the  beauteous  Victim-  o'er  the  main  : 
All  Rome  attend  in  wifh  the  lovely  Maid  ; 
And  Heaven  their  univerfal  vows  invade. 

At  length  the  day,  the  woful  day  arrives, 
And  every  face  of  wonted  cheer  deprives  ; 
The  fatal  hour  admits  no  fond  delay, 
That  fhall  the  joy  from  every  heart  convey. 
Ye  men  of  Rome!  your  parting  glory  mourn  ; 
Far  from  your  fight  your  Darling  fhall  be  torn ; 
No  more  the  morn  with  ufual  fmiles  arife, 
Or  with  CONSTANTIA  blefs  your  longing  eyes, 
Of  every  tongue,  of  every  pen  the  theme, 
The  daily  fubject,  and  the  nightly  dream  ! 

But, 

That  every  wight  with  gret  devotioun 
Shnld  prayen  Crift,  that  he  this  manage 
Receive  in  gree,  and  fpede  this  viage. 

24. 

The  day  is  comen  of  hire  departing, 
I  fay  the  woful  day  fatal  is  come, 
That  ther  may  be  no  longer  tarying, 
But  forward  they  hem  dreffen  all  and  fome. 
Cuftance,  that  was  with  forwe  all  overcome, 
Ful  pale  arid,  and  drefieth  hire  to  wende, 
For  wel  me  feth  ther  n'is  non  other  ende. 

25.  Alas  I 
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Bur,  O  CONSTANTIA!  fay,  thou  fair  did  reft, 
What  woes  that  hour  thy  lovely  foul  pofieft  ? 
Its  native  cheek  the  bright  carnation  fled, 
Andcharg'd  with  grief  reclined  thy  beauteous  head' 
To  lands  unknown  thofe  limbs  muft  now  repair, 
Nurs'd  in  the  down  of  fond  paternal  care. 
Peace  fpread  thy  nightly  couch  to  fwcet  repofe, 
Delight  around  thy  fmiling  form  arofe, 
Each  fcene  familiar  to  thy  eye  appear'd, 
And  cuftom  long  thy  native  foil  endear'd  : 
Eas'd  by  thy  bounty,  at  thy  fight  exiled, 
Grief  was  no  more,  or  in  thy  prefence  fmiled  •, 
Each  rifing  wilh  thy  glad  attendants  feiz'd  -, 
To  give  thee  pleafure,  every  heart  was  pleas'd  : 
But  now  to  ftrange  to  foreign  climes  convey'd, 
Strange  objects  muft  thy  loathing  fenfe  invade, 
Strange  features  to  thy  weeping  eyes  appear, 
Strange  accents  pierce  thy  undelighted  ear  ; 

In 


.       . 

Alas  !  what  wonder  is  it  though  fhe  wept  ? 
That  fhal  be  fent  to  ftraunge  nation 
'   Fro  frendes,  that  fo  tenderly  hire  kept, 
^   And  to  be  bounde  under  fubjeftion 
Of  on,  fhe  knoweth  not  his  condition. 
Houfbondes  ben  all  good,  and  han  ben  yore, 
That  knowen  wives,  I  dare  fay  no  more. 

T  3  36.  Fader, 
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In  diftant  unacquainted  bondage  tied, 
The  gilded  (lave  of  infolence  and  pride, 
Perhaps  of  form  uncouth,  and  temper  bafe, 
Thy  lord  {hall  clafp  thee  with  abhorr'd  embrace. 

Thus  fad  the  Fair  revolv'd ;  foft  forrows  flow, 
And  all.  her  fighing  foul  was  loos'd  to  woe : 
*'•  Father!" — fhe  cried,"  your  fond,  your  wretch 
ed  child  !— 

"  And  you,  my  mother!  you,  my  mother  mild  !— 
"  My  parents  dear,  beneath  whofe  kindly  view, 
"  Bleft   by   whofe  looks,  -  your  cherifli'd   infant 
grew; 

«  When 

26. 

Fader,,  (fhe  fald)  thy  wretched  child  Cuftance, 
Thy  yonge  doughter,  foftered  up  fo  foft, 
And  ye,  my  moder,  my  foveraine  plefance 
Over  all  thing,  (out  taken  Crift  on  loft) 
Coftance  your  child  hire  recommendeth  oft 
Unto  your  grace  ;  for  I  Ihal  to  Surrie, 
Ne  fhal  I  never  feen  you  more  with  eye. 

27. 

Alas !  unto  the  Barbare  nation 
I  mufte  gon,  fin  that  it  is  your  will : 
But  Crift,  that  flarfe  for  our  redemption, 
So  yeve  me  grace  his  heftes  to  fulfill, 
J  wretched  woman  no  force  though  I  fpilj ; 

Women 
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cc  When  far,  O  far  from  your  embraces  torn, 

"  Will  you  then  think  a  wretch  like  me  was  born? 

46  Shall  then   your  child  fome  fad  remembrance 

claim  ? 
"  And  fome  dear  drops  embalm   CONSTANT  IA'S 

name  ? 

"  Your  face  —  ah  cruel  fortune,  can  it  be?  — 
"  Thcfe  eyes  fliall  never,  never,  never  fee  ! 
"  For  ever  parted  by  the  rolling  main, 
"  I  now  muft  feel  a  lordly  hufband's  chain  ; 
"  From  every  friend,  from  every  joy  remove, 

And  the  rough  yoke  of  rude  barbarians  prove  : 
"  But  fo  may  Heaven  the  precious  iiTue  blefs, 

And  all  find  happinefs  through  my  diftrcfs  ! 
"  Woman  was  doom'd,  ere  yet  the  world  began, 
<;  The  prey  of  forrow,  and  the  (lave  of  man." 

She  could  no  more  -9   her  voice  by  fobs   fup- 

preft, 
And  tears  ponr'd  forth  in  anguifh,  told  the  reft. 

Wide 

Women  am  borne  to  thraldom  and  penance, 
Atid  to  ben  under  mannes  governance. 


I  trow  at  Trove  whan  Pirrus  brake  the  wall, 
Or  Ilion  brent,  or  Thebes  the  citee, 

T  4  Ne 


Wide  through  the  croud  the  fad  contagion  flew  ; 
Each  hoary  beard  is  drench'd  with  mournful  dew; 
In  fhortening  throbs  ten  thoufand  bofoms  rife, 
Grief  fhowers  its  temped  from  ten  thoufand  eyes; 

Along 

Ne  at  Rome  for  the  harm  thurgh  Hanniball,  , 

That  Romans  hath  venquefhed  times  three, 
N'as  herd  fwiche  tendre  weping  for  pitee, 
As  in  the  chambre  was  for  hire  parting, 
But  forth  flje  mote,  wheder  me  wepe  or  fmg. 

29. 

O  firfte  moving  cruel  firmament, 
With  thy  diurnal  fwegh  that  croudeft  ay, 
And  hurtleft  all  from  Eft  til  Occident, 
That  naturally  wold  hold  another  wayj 
Thy  crouding  fet  the  heven  in  fwiche  array 
At  the  beginning  of  this  fierce  viage, 
That  cruel  Mars  hath  flain  this  marriage. 

30- 

Infortunat  afcendent  tortuous, 
Of  which  the  lord  is  helpeles  fall,  alas  ! 
Out  of  his  angle  into  the  derkefl  hous. 
O  Mars,  o  Atyzar,  as  in  this  cas  ; 
O  feble  Mone,  unhappy  ben  thy  pas, 
Thou  knitteft  thee  ther  thou  art  not  received,' 
Ther  thou  were  wel  fro  thennes  art  thou  weived. 


Imprudent  emperour  of  Rome,  alas  ! 
Was  ther  no  philofophre  in  al  .thy  toun  ? 
Is  no  time  bet  than  other  in  fwiche  cas  ? 
Of  viage  is  ther  non  eledtioun, 

Namely 
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Along  the  fhore  the  deepening  groans  extend, 
And  louder  fhrieks  the  cloudy  concave  rend  : 
Not  through  old  Rome  when  defolation  reign'd, 
And  bleeding  fenators  her  forum  ftain'd; 
Not  in  the  wreck  of  that  all  difrnal  night, 
When  Ilion  tumbled  from  her  towery  height-, 
Such  uttering  plaints  the  deep  defpair  betray'd, 
As  now  attend  the  dear  departing  Maid. 

To  the  tall  fhip,  with  flow  defponding  tread, 
All  drown'd  in  grief  the  Beauteous  Vidim's  led  : 
She  turn'd,  and  with  an  aching  wiftful  look, 
A  long  farewel  of  every  field  fhe  took ; 
"  Adieu!"  to  all  the  melting  croud  (he  cried— 
"  Adieu  !  Adieu  !"  the  melting  croud  replied  •, 

Her 

Namely  to  folk  of  high  conditioun, 
Nat  whan  a  rote  is  of  a  birth  yknowe  ? 
Alas !  we  ben  to  lewed,  or  to  flow. 

32- 

To  fliip  is  brought  this  woful  faire  maid 
Solempnely,  with  every  circumftance  : 
Now  Jefu  Grid  be  with  you  all,  fhe  faid. 
Ther  n'is  no  more,  but  farewel  fair  Cuftance. 
She  peineth  hire  to  make  good  countenance, 
And  forth  I  let  hire  fayle  in  this  manere, 
And  turne  I  wol  againe  to  my  matere. 

33-  The 
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Her  launching  bark  the  mournful  notes  purfue, 
And  echoing  hills  return,  u  Adieu  !  Adieu !" 

Here  let  us  leave  the  Virgin  on  the  main, 
With  all  her  peerage,  and  her  pompous  train  \ 
To  Syria'let  the  fwifter  mufe  repair, 
And  fay  what  cheer  prepares  her  welcpme  there. 

The  Dame,  from  whom   his   birth  the  Prince 

derived, 

Imperial  Dowager,  had  yet  furvived  : 
Ambitious,  greedy  of  fupreme  controul, 
And  born  with  all  the  tyrant  in  her  foul, 
At  filial  government  me  long  repined, 
Nor  yet  the  reins  of  fecret  rure  refigned. 
Her  favage  fentiments  her  fex  belied, 
And  verfed  in  wiles  with  deeped  flatefmen  vied ; 
Yet  o'er  her  foftning  tqngue,  and  foothing  face, 
The  fubtle  varnifh  fpread  with  eafy  grace  : 

The 

33- 

The  mother  of  the  Souclan,  well  of  vices, 
Efpied  hath  hire  fones  pleine  entente, 
How  he  wol  lete  his  olde  facrifices : 
And  right  anon  ihe  for  her  confeil  fente, 
And  they  ben  comen,  to  know  what  {he  mentc, 
And  whan  aflembled  was  this  folk  in  fere, 
She  fethire  doun,  and  fayd  as  ye  fhul  here. 

34.  Lordes, 
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The  Sage  difccrn'd,  but  (till  confed  he;*  fway  ; 
And  whom  their  hearts  deted,  their  fears  obey. 
Tenacious  zeal  her  Prophet's  lore  revered, 
The  practice  fcorn'd,  but  to  the  text  adhered  •, 
And  far  as  faith  with  fury  could  inflame, 
She  was  indeed  a  mod  religious  dame. 

When  me  her  Son's  determin'd  bent  perceived, 
Her  bread  with  cruel  agitation  heaved  ; 
Her  call,  each  hoary,  each  experienced  friend, 
In  hade,  and  midnight  privacy,  attend  •, 
When  dire,  amid  chedufky  throng  me  rofe, 
And  from  her  tongue  contagious  poifon  flows. 

"  Ye  peers,  ye  pillars  of  our  falling  date!' 
"  Too  faithful  fubjedls  of  a  Prince  ingrate  •, 

"  A  Son, 
34- 

Lordes,  (me  fayd)  ye  knowen  everich  on, 
How  that  my  fone  in  point  is  for  to  lete 
The  holy  lawes  of  our  Alkaron, 
Yeven  by  Goddes  mefTager  Mahomete  : 
But  on  avow  to  grete  God  I  hete, 
The  lif  fhal  rather  out  of  my  body  Ilerte, 
Than  Mahometes  lawe  out  of  myn  herte. 

35- 

What  fliuld  us  tiden  of  this  newe  lawe 
But  thraldom  to  our  bodies  and  penance, 

And 
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"  A  Son,  whom  thefe  detefling  breads  have  fed, 
"  A  ferpent  grown,  to  your  deftruftion  bred  ! 
"  Say,  ihall  a  fingle  hand  fuch  patriots  awe  ? 
"  Infult  your  Prophet,  and  fupplant  your  Law  ? 
"  Firft,  Heaven !  be  all  the  bonds  of  nature  broke, 
"  E'er  I  aflume  the  curs'd,  the  Chriftian  yoke  : 
'*  For,  what  import  thefe  innovating  rites, 
"  But  here  a  living  death  of  all  delights  ? 
ct  Such  threats  as  penitence  can  ne'er  appeafe, 
"  The  body's  penance,  and  the  mind's  difeafe? — 
"  Yet,  were  I  of  fome  faithful  hearts  fecure, 
*«  Not  fuch  the  malady,  but  we  can  cure." 

She  fpoke,  and  all  with  fwift  compliance  fwear, 
The  glorious  deed  with  all  their  powers  to  dare  j 
Her  charge  though  ne'er  fo  bloody  to  fulfill, 
Though  ne'er  fo  dangerous  to  efFed;  her  will. 

"  Doubt 

And  afterward  in  helle  to  ben  drawe, 
For  w^  reneied  Mahcund  our  creance  ? 
But,  lordes,  wol  ye  maken  aflurance, 
As  I  ihal  fay,  aflenting  to  my  lore  ? 
And  I  fhal  make  us  fauf  for  evermore. 

36. 

They  fworen,  and  afTented  every  man 
To  live  with  hire  and  die,  and  by  hire  ftond  : 
And  everich  on,  in  the  beft  wife  he  can, 

To  llrengthen  hire  mul  all  his  frcndes  fond. 

And 
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"  Doubt  not   a   birth,"  Ihe  cried,  "  fo  well 

conceived, 
"  Great  ads  are  more  by  fraud,  than  force  at> 

chieved  ; 

u  To  gain  the  conqueft  we  mud  feem  to  yield, 
"  And  feign  to  fly  that  we  may  win  the  field. 
"  Let  each  in  public  wear  a  Chriftian  face, 
"  And  counterfeit  the  faintly  figns  of  grace : 
"  What  though  our  fkin    the  fprinkling   prieft 

baptize  ? 

"  Our  fkin's  unfullicd,  while  our  hearts  defpiie. 
•c  Not  fuch  the  tricks  our  bolder  hands  mall  play, 
"  When  revels  end  the  unfufpecting  day ; 
"  Nor  fuch  the  flream  our  purpling  points  mall 

fhed, 
"  When  we  mall,  in  our  turn,  baptize  with  red. 

Ah 

And  (he  hath  this  emprife  ytakcn  in  hond, 

Which  ye  (hull  heren  that  I  (hall  deviic, 

And  to  hem  all  ilie  fpake  right  in  this  wife.  t 

37- 

We  fhul  firfl  feaie  us  criflendom  to  take ; 
Cold  water  fiial  not  greve  us  but  a  lite  : 
And  I  fhal  fwiche  a  fcfte  and  revel  make, 
That,  as  I  tro\v,  I  lhal  the  Soudan  quite. 
For  tho  his  wife  be  criftened  never  fo  white, 
She  fhal  have  nede  to  walh  away  the  rede, 
Though  fhe  a  fqnt  of  water  with  hire  lede. 

8.  O  Sou- 
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Ah  fex!  ftill  fweet,  or  bitter,  to  extreme ; 
Gloomy  as  night,  or  bright  as  mdrning  beam  ! 
No  fiend's  may  with  a  female's  wrath  compare  •, 
No  angel's  purity,  like  woman's  fair ! 
To  fave  or  damn,  for  blifs  or  ruin  given, 
Who  has  thee  feels  a.  hell,  or  finds  a  Heaven. 

Smooth  as  the  furface  of  the  dimpled  main, 
While  brooding  dorms  the  gathering  ruin  rein, 

Her 

2*- 

O  Soudanneffe,  rote  of  iniquitee, 
Virago  thou  Semyrarhee  the  fecond, 
O  ferpent  under  femininitce, 
Like  to  the  ferpent  depe  in  helle  ybound : 
O  feined  woman,  all  that  may  confound 
Vertue  and  innocence,  thurgh  thy  malice 
Is  bred  in  thee,  as  neft  of  every  vice. 

39- 

O  Sathan  envious,  fin  thilke  day 
That  thou  were  chafed  from  our  heritage, 
Wei  knoweft  thou  to  woman  the  olde  way. 
Thou  madeft  Eva  bring  us  in  fervage, 
Thou  wolt  fordon  this  criften  manage  : 
Thin  inftrument  fo  (wala  wa  the  while  1) 
Makefl  thou  of  women  whan  thou  wolt  bc^iie. 

40. 

This  SoudannefTe,  whom  I  thus  blame  and  warrie, 
Let  prively  hire  confeil  gon  hir  way : 

What 
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Her  Ton,  with  dire  diflcmbling  leer  (lie  fecks, 
And  in  the  depth  of  fmiling  malice  fpeaks. 

"  My  child!  tho'  froward.age  is  over  wife, 
"  Let  no  offence  againft  a  parent  rife ; 
"  Long  habits  gain  a  privilege  from  time, 
ic  And  frequent  cuilom  mellows  every  crime : 
•*  Repugnant  Jience  I  dared  to  thwart  your  will* 
"  I  fear'd  the  novelty,  1  fear'd  the  ill: 
"  But  now,  convinced  by  Chrift's  fuperior  grace, 
"  His  law  I  reverence,  and  his  faith  embrace. 
u  Bleft  be  thy  bed !  thy  bridal  tranfports  bleft  ! 
M  Nor  you  refufe  a  mother^  fond  requeft — 
<c  Mine  be  the  joy  to  entertain  the  Fair  ; 
u  To  form  the  feftival,  be  mine  the  care  ; 

"  To 

What  Ihuld  I  in  this  tale  longer  tarie  ? 
She  rideth  to  the  Soudan  on  a.  day, 
And  fayd  him,  that  (he  wold  reneie  hire  lay, 
And  criftendom  of  preftes  hondes  fong, 
Repenting  hire  fhe  hethen  was  fo  long  ; 


41. 

Befeching  him  to  don  hire  that  honour, 
That  Ihe  might  han  the  criften  foHc  to  feft  : 
To  plefen  hem  I  wol  do  my  labour. 
The  Soudan  faith,  I  wol  don  at  your  heft, 
And  kneling,  thanked  hire  of  that  requeft  ; 
So  glad  he  was,  ne  n'ifte  not  what  to  fay, 
She  kift  hu-e  fone,  and  home  me  goth  hire  way. 

42.  Arrived 
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<c  To  fhow  the  peers  who  on  thy  bride  attend, 
"  As  fhe  in  beauty,  we  in  love  tranfcend." 

The  Royal  Youth  in  filent  wonder  flood ; 
Joy  held  his  voice,  and  rapture  thrill'd  his  blood  : 
Around  her  knees  his  proftrate  arms  he  threw, 
And  duteous  tears  diftill'd  the  grateful  dew  : 
Her  fon  fhe  rais'd,  all  innocent  of  ill, 
And  fmiling  kift  whom  foon  fhe  meant  to  kill. 

At  length  the  Bride,  and  all  her  folemn  train, 
Paft  o'er  the  danger  of  the  Midland- main : 
The  Main  is  pafl,  but  not  the  danger  o'er ; 
The  fea  lefs  cruel  than  the  Syrian  fhore ! 

Applauding 

42; 

Arrived  ben  thefe  crlflen.  folk  to  lend 
Jn  Surrie,  with  a  gret  folempne  route, 
And  haftily  this  Soudan  fent  his  fond, 
Firft  to  his  mother,  and  all  the  regne  aboute, 
And  fayd,  his  wif  was  comen  out  of  doute, 
And  praide  hem  for  to  riden  again  the  quene, 
The  honour  of  his  regne  to  fuftene. 

43- 

Gret  was  the  preiTe,  and  riche  was  th 'array 
Of  Surriens  and  Romanes  met  in  fere. , 
The  mother  of  the  Soudan  riche  and  gay 
Received  hire  with  all  io  glad  a  chere, 

As 
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Applauding  crouds  the  landed  Beauty  greet, 
And  Judah's  peers  in  rich  procefTion  meet; 
Great  was  the  throng,  and  fpltndid  the  array, 
And  guards  arranging  lined  the  glittering  way. 
Such  were  the  triumphs  of  imperial  Rome, 
When  conqueft  led  fome  darling  victor  home  ; 
While  meeting  millions  his  approach  withftand, 
And  walls,    and  trees,  and  clamber'd  roofs,  are 
mann'd. 

All  gem'd  in  ornaments  of  curious  mode, 
Gay  in  the  van,  the  falfe  Sultana  rode;  « 

Oft  to  her  bread  (he  clafp'd  the  Heavenly  Maid, 
And  wondring  oft  with  cruel  gaze  furvey'd. 

Lafl 

As  any  mother  might  hire  doughter  dere : 
And  to  the  nexte  citee  ther  befide 
A  fofte  pas  folempnely  they  ride. 

44. 

Nought  trow  I,  the  triumph  of  Julius, 
Of  which  that  Lucan  maketh  fwiche  a  boft, 
Was  realler,  or  more  curious, 
Than  was  th'afTemblee  of  this  blifsful  hoft  : 
But  yet  this  fcorpion,  this  wicked  goil, 
The  SoudannefTe,  for  all  hire  flattering 
under  this  ful  mortally  to  fling. 

VOL.  I.  U  45-  Th« 
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Laft  came  the  Sultan,  royal,  haplefs  youth, 
Grace  in  his  form,  and  in  his  bofom  truth  ! 
The,  1  aft  he  came,  for  timorous  love  controlled, 
He  fear'd,  and  long'd,  and  trembled  to  behold : 
A  faint  falute  his  faultering  voice  fupplied  ; 
Scarce,  "  Welcome  I  O  divinely  fair !"  he  cried* 
He  blulh'd,  and  figh'd,  and  gazed  with  wavering 

view, 
Nor  dared  to  hope  the  blifsful  vifion  true. 

Thus  onward  to  a  neighbouring  town  they  fared, 
In  purpofed  pomp,  and  regal  ftate  prepared; 
And  here  the  old  maternal  fiend  invites, 
To  order' d  feafts,  and  dearly  bought  delights. 

Down 

45- 

The  Soudan  cometh  himfelf  fone  after  this 

So  really,  that  wonder  is  to  tell : 

And  welcometh  hire  with  all  joye  and  blis. 

And  thus  in  mirth  and  joye  I  let  hem  dwell. 

The  fruit  of  this  matere  is  that  I  tell. 

Whan  time  came,  men  thought  it  for  the  beft 

That  revel  Hint,  and  men  go  to  hir  reft. 

46. 

The  time  come  is,  this  pkle  Soudannefie 
Ordeined  hath  the  fe%  of  which  I  tolde, 
And  to  the  fefte  criilen  folk  hem  drefie 
In  general,  ya  bothe  yonge  and  olde. 

Ther 
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Down  fit  the  guefts,  triumphing  clarions  blow, 
Drum's  beat,  mirth  fings,   and  brimming  goblets 

flow  •, 

In  boundlefs  revel  every  care  is  drown'd, 
And  Clamour  fiiouts,  and  Freedom  laughs  around. 

Ah  haplefs  Hate  of  every  human  mind, 
Wrapt  in  the  prefent,  to  the  future  blind  ! 
In  the  gay  vapour  of  a  lucky  hour, 
Light  Folly  mounts,  and  looks  with  fcorn  on  power: 
Nor  fees  how  fwift  the  tides  of  fortune  flow, 
The  fwelling  happinefs,  and  ebbing  woe ; 
That  man,.fhould  ne'er  indulge,  or  blifs,  or  care, 
The  Prosperous  triumph,  or  the  Wretch  defpair.j 
So  clofe,  fo  fudden,  each  reverfe  fuccceds, 
And  Mifchief  treads  where'er  Succefs  precedes. 

Ther  may  men  felt  and  realtee  beholde, 
And  deintees  mo  than  I  can  you  devife, 
But  all  to  dere  they  bought  it  or  they  life. 

47- 

O  foden  wo,  that  ever  art  fucceflbur 
To  worldly  blis,  fpreint  is  with  bittefnefle 
Th*  eruJe  of  the  joye  of  our  worldly  labour : 
Wo  occupieth  the  fVn  of  our  gladnefle. 
Hcrkcn  this  confeil  for  thy  fikernefle  : 
|  Upon  thy  glade  day  have  in  thy  minde 
The  unware  wo  of  harm,  that  cometh  bchinde. 

k       X 

U  2  And 
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And  now  the  night,  with  brooding  horrors  ftill, 
Gloom'd  from  the  brow  of  each  adjacent  hill; 
Slow  heaved  her  boforn  with  diftemper'd  breath, 
And  o'er  her  forehead  hung  the  weights  of  death. 
Oppreft  with  deep,  and  drown' d  in  fumy  wine, 
The  proftrate  guards  their  Regal  Charge  refign; 
But  far  within,  ftill  wakeful  to  delight, 
The  Prince  and  peers  protract  the  feftal  night — 
When  from  the  portal,  lo  !  a  fudden  gloom 
Projects  its  horrors  through  the  fpacious  room  : 
Fearful  -and  dark  the  ruffian  bands  appear, 
The  dire  Sultana  ftorming  in  the  rear. 
The  bloody  tafk  invading  treafon  plies  : 
Quick,  and  at  once  alarm'd,  the  nobles  rife ; 
But  thefe,  as  faith  or  faction  led,  divide, 
And  traitors  moil  with  entering  traitors  fide : 
Boards,  bowls,  and  feats  o'erturn'd,  the  pavement 

ft  row ; 

Of  blood  with  wine  the  mingling  currents  flow; 
Vain  is  the  fear  that  wings  their  feet  for  flight, 
They  fall  who  bafely  fly  or  bravely  fight ; 
With  fcreams  and  groans  the  echoing  courts  re- 
found, 
And  gafping  Romans  bite  the  traitorous  ground. 

Say, 
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Say,  ROYAL  SYRIAN!   in  that  hour  of  death, 
Say,  didft  thou  tamely  then  refign  thy  breath  ? 
Surprize  and  fhame,  and  love  and  boundleis  ra^e, 
Flafh  from  his  eyes  and  in  his  bread  engage. 
Threatning  aloft,  his  flaming  fteel  he  drew, 
And  fwift  to  fave  his  loved  CONSTAN TIA  flew; 
Before  his  bride  a  beauteous  bulwark  ftands, 
Now  prefTes  on,  and  backwards  bears  the  bands  : 
Bold  to  his  aid  furviving  Romans  fpring, 
Some  Syrians  too  could  dare  to  join  their  king ; 
Invaded  late,  they  in  their  turn  invade, 
And  traitors  are  with  mutual  death  repaid. 
But  what  may  courage,  what  may  ftrength  avail, 
Where  (till  o'erpowering  multitudes  afiTail; 
Where  number  with  increafing  number  grows, 
And  every  fword  rnufl  match  a  thousand  foes  ? 
As  melting  fnows  with  gradual  waile  iubfide, 
So  fink  the  warriors  from  their  Hero's  fide : 
Thin'd  are  the  remnants  of  his  bleeding  train, 
And  fcarce,  but  fcarce,  the  unequal  ftrife  fuftain ; 
Their  veins  exhaufted,  and  o'ertoil'd  their  might, 
And  (Iruggling,  but  to  fall  the  lafc,  they  fight. 

The  Monarch  thus  on  every  fide  diftreft, 
And  hope  extinguiih'd  in  his  valiant  bread, 

U  3  Turn'd 
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Tnrn'd  to  his  Queen,  he  fent  the  parting  look, 

.And  brief  the  eternal  lail  adieu  he  took  : 

"  Since  here,"  he  cried,  "  our  haplefs  loves  mufl 

end, 

"  Where  this  arm  fails,  may  mightier  Heaven  de 
fend  ! 
cc  This  is  my  laft,  my  only,  fond  defire: 

"  Too  bled  am  I,  who  in  thy  caufe  expire." 

i 
So  faying,  with  recruited  powers  he  glows, 

Exalted  treads,  and  overlooks  his  foes : 
Of  more  than  mortal  fize  the  warrior  feems, 
And  terror  from  his  eye  imperial  dreams. 
The  circling  hod  his  fingle  voice  defies  j 
Amid  the  throng,  with  fury  wing'd,  he  flies : 
Deep  bites  his  fword,  in  heaps  on  heaps  they  fall ; 
Hands,  arms,  and  heads,  befpread  the  fanguin'd 

hall  5 

Untired  with  toil,  refiftlefs  in  his  courfe, 
Dildain  gave  fury,  and  defpair  gave  force. 
As  here,  and  there,  his  conquering  fleps  he  bends, 
Down  his/air  form  the  purpling  dream  defcends  j 
Exhaufted  nature  would  perfuade  to  yield, 
But  courage,  dill  tenacious,  holds  the  field. 
As  when  the  lamp  its  wavering  light  efTays, 
The  fource  confumed  that  fed  the  vital  blaze, 

Extinguifh'd 
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Extinguifh'd  now  its  kindly  flame  appears, 

And  now  aloft  a  livelier  radiance  rears  •, 

Subfides  by  fits,  by  fits  again  afpires, 

And  bright,  but  doubtful,  burn  its  fainting  fires  •, 

Till  recollected  to  one  force  of  light, 

Sudden  Ihe  flalhes  into  endlefs  night — 

So  the  brave  Youth  the  blaze  of  life  renews, 

Reels,  (lands,  defends,  attacks,  and  ftill  fubdues; 

Till  every  vein,  and  every  channel  drain'd, 

|   One  lad  effort  his  valiant  arm  fuftain'd  : 
As  lightning  fwift,  he  fped  the  lateft  blow, 

,  And  greatly  fell,  expiring  on  his  foe. 

As  fhould  an  oak  within  fome  village  (land, 

Young,  tall,  and  ftraight,  the  favourite  of  the  land, 
i   Beneath  the  dews  of  heaven  fublime  he  grows, 
[•  Beneath  his  (hade  the  weaned  find  repofe  ; 
I  To  deck  his  boughs  each  morn  the  maidens  rife, 
i  And  youths  around  his  form  conteft  the  prize : 

Yet  haply  if  a  fudden  ilorm  defcend, 
I  Sway'd  by  the  blaft,  his  beauteous  branches  bend ; 

But  vigorous,  to  their  towering  height  recoil, 
L  Maintain  the  combat,  and  outbrave  the  toil  •, 
I  Till  the  red  bolt  with  levell'd'ruin  flioots, 

And  cuts  the  pillar'd  fabrick  from  the  roots: 

U  4  Swift 
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Swift  fails  the  beauty  o'er  a  length  of  ground ; 
The  nymphs  and  fwains  inceflant  mourn  around. 
So  did  the  Youth  with  living  form  excel, 
So  fair,  fo  tall,  and  fo  lamented,  fell ! 
Relenting  traitors  would  revive  the  dead, 
And  weep  the  blood  their  ruthlefs  weapons  fhed: 
One  tender  pang  the  dire  Sultana  felt, 
And  nature,  fpite  of  hell,  compels  to  melt. 

While  fudden  thus  each  bloody  arm  fufpends, 
And  round  their  Prince  the  fatiate  tumult  bends ; 
Regardlefs  of  her  fate,  CONSTANTIA  goes 
Thro9  pointed  javelins,  and  a  hoft  of  foes. 
Amaze  before  the  daring  Virgin  yields, 
And  Innocence  from  every  weapon  fhields; 
Till  mourning  by  the  great  remains  fhe  flood, 
And  o'er  her  lover  pour'd  the  copious  flood  ; 
<;  Ah,  valiant  arm!  a  wafte  of  worth  in  vain  ! 
<c  Ah,  Royal  Youth,"  fhe  cried,  "  untimely  flain! 
"  O!  had  I  perifh'd,  e're  I  reach'd  thy  fhore, 
"  The  furge  devour'd,  or  watery  monflers  tore; 
"  To  blefs  the  world  your  worth  had  yet  furvived, 
*c  Nor  I,  too  fatally  beloved,  arrived. 
"  'Tis  I,  who  have  this  dear  efFufion  fhed ; 
I'  For  me,  for  me,  a  lucklefs  bride,  you  bled  !" 

So 
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So  faying —furious,  the  Sultana  cries,  "J 

"  Strike-,  ftrike  ;  the  fource  of  all  our  mifchief  | 

dies  !" 
"  Yes,  ftrike!"   the  bright,   the  intrepid  Maid  | 

replies.  J 

But  vainly  this  contents,  or  that  commands ; 
Heaven  check'd  their  hearts,  and  pity  bound  their 

hands : 

At  once  a  thoufand  javelins  rife  in  air ; 
A  thoufand  wifhes  whifper, — "  Ah,  forbear  !" 
Recoiling  arms  the  bloody  tafk  refufe, 
And  beauty  with  refiftlefs  charm  fubdues. 
Alone  relentlefs,  the  Sultana  cries, 
"  'Tis  well,  the  death  (he  wifh'd,  may  ftill  fufficc: 
"  Hence  with  that  form,  that  knows  fo  well  to  reign ; 
*'  Hence  with  the  witch,  and  plunge  her  in  the 


main ! 


Her 


For  fhortly  for  to  tellen  at  a  word, 
The  Soudan  and  the  criften  everich  on 
Ben  all  to-hewe,  and  Hiked  at  the  bord, 
But  it  were  only  dame  Cuftance  alone. 
This  old  Soudanneile,  this  curfcd  crone, 
Hath  with  hire  frendes  don  this  curfed  dede, 
For  (he  hirefelf  wold  all  the  contree  lede. 


49-  Ne 
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"  Her  pafiage  thence  to  Rome  fhe  may  explore, 
"  And  tell  her  welcome  on  the  Syrian  fhore. 
So  faying,  quick  to  a  felecled  band 
She  gave  to  execute  the  dire  command ; 
Reluctant  to  the  charge,  they  yet  obey, 
And  to  the  ihore  the  Mourning  Fair  convey. 
Slow  as  fhe  moved,  foft  forrows  bathe  the  ground  j 
Her  guards  too  melt,  and  pitying  weep  around  ; 
Tho*  vers'd  in  blood,  detefr  the  flern  commands, 
And  feel  their  hearts  rebellious  to  their  hands. 
When  now  upon  the  appointed  beach  they  flood, 
That  look'd  with  horror  o'er  the  deepening  flood, 
Each  eyed  his  fellow  with  relenting  look, 
And  each  to  each  the  cruel  talk  forfook  j 
With  diftant  awe  the  Heavenly  Maid  furvey, 
Nor  once  her  harm  in  aft  or  thought  efTay. 
The  ftill  fufpenfe  at  length  their  leader  broke, 
And  bow'd  before  the  Trembling  Beauty,  fpoke  : 

"  Othou, 

49- 

Ne  ther  was  Surfien  non  that  was  converted, 
That  of  the  confeil  of  the  Soudan  wot, 
That  he  n'as  all  to-hewe,  er  he  ailerted  : 
And  Cuftance  han  they  taken  anon  fote-hot, 
And  in  a  ihip  all  ftereles  ;  God  wot) 
They  han  hire  fet,  and  bidden  hire  lerne  faylc 
Out  of  Surrie  againward  to  Itaille. 

I  50.  A  cer- 
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•<c  O  thon,  endow'd  with  more  than  mortal  charms, 

"  Who  every  foe  of  all  his  force  difarms ! 

"  Say,  how  fhall  we  our  power  or  will  employ; 

"  Where  both  are  weak,  to  fpare  thee,  or  deftroy — 

"  Both  impotent  alike  our  power  and  v,i!l, 

"  The  means  to  fave  thee,  or  the  thoughts  to  kill? 

"  Yet  one  extreme  may  cruelly  remain, 

"  To  yield  thee  haply  to  the  pitying  main ; 

"  And  Heaven,  who  form'd  thee  ib  divinely  fair, 

"  If  Heav'n    has  power,    will  fure  have  will  to 

fpare." 

He  faid  ;  the  reft  afTent,  and  to  the  bay 
With  fecret  ftep  the  Virgin-Bride  convey. 
Convenient  here^a  Roman  bark  they  find  ; 
They  hoift  the  hafty  canvas  to  the  wind  : 
The  bark  with  Roman  wealth  and  plenty  flow'd, 
Now  launching  with  the  Lonely  Sailor  rode  •, 
The  gale  from  fhore  with  ready  rapture  blew, 
And  to  her  vefTel  bore  the  laft  adieu. 

Now, 

50. 

A  certain  trefor  that  (he  thither  ladde, 
And  foth  to  fayn,  vitaille  gret  plentee, 
They  han  hire  yeven,  and  clothes  eke  fhe  hadde, 
And  forth  (he  fayleth  in  the  falte  &c  : 

Omy 
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Now,  flain'cl  with  blood,  the  felf-convifted  night 
Fkd  from  the  face  of  all  enquiring  light ; 
And  morn,  unconfcious  of  the  murderous  fcene, 
O'er  Syria,  guilty  Syria,  rofe  ferene. 
The  mountains  fink  before  CONSTANTIA'S  eyes ; 
Wing'd  o'er  the  furge,  her  bounding  galley  flies  ; 
From  fight  of  land,  and  human  face  conveys, 
The  Ikies  alone  above,  and  all  around  the  feas. 

c*  Go,  Lovely  Mariner  !  Imperial  Fair  ! 
<c  The  warring  winds  and  angry  ocean  dare ; 
"  Strange  climes  and  fpheres,  a  lone  adventurer, 

view, 

<c  New  to  the  main,  and  to  misfortune  new  ; 
"  Without  the  chart,  or  polar  compafs  fteer, 
"  Nor  ftorms,  in  which  the  ftouteft  tremble,  fear. 
"  But  ill  thofe  limbs,  for  gentle  office  form'd, 
"  And  in  the  down  of  nightly  foftnefs  warm'd, 
"  Shall  now,  obfequious  to  the  ruder  gale, 
"  Command  the  frozen  cord,  and  ponderous  fail ; 
"  Shall  now,  beneath  the  watery  fky  obfcure, 
<c  The  nightly  damp  anc]  piercing  blaft  endure." 

Thus 

O  my  Cuftance,  ful  of  benignitee, 
O  emperoures  yonge  doughter  dere, 
He  that  is  lord  of  fortune  be  thy  ftere. 

She 
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Thus  all  difconfolate,  and  fore  diftreft, 
And  forrow  heaving  in  her  beauteous  bread, 
Down  finks  the  Fair  ;  her  hands  in  anguifh  rife, 
And  up  to  Heaven  Hie  lifts  her  dreaming  eyes  : 
"  O  TKOU  !"  fhe  faid,  "  whence  every  being  rofe, 
"  In  whom  they  fafe  exift,  and  foft  repofe  -, 
"  Fix'd  in  whofe  power,  and  patent  to  whofe  eye, 
"  Immenfe,  thole  copious  worlds  of  wonders  lie; 
"  To  me,  the  meaned  of  thy  works  defcend  •, 
"  To  me,  the  lad  of  every  being,  bend  ! 
44  Since  not  exempt,  in  thy  paternal  care, 
"  The  lowed  triumph,  and  minuteft  (hare  ; 
"  Thy  fubjects  all,  and  all  their  fovereign  know, 
"  The  feas  that  eddy,  and  the  winds  that  blow^ 
"  The  winds  thy  ruling  infpiration  tell  ; 
"  The  feas,  exulting  in  thy  prefence,  fwell  : 
"  O'er  thefe,  o'er  thofe,  fupreme,  do  THOU  prefide  j 
u  For  I  defire  no  other  flar  to  guici-j  : 

"  In 


She  blefTeth  hire,  and  with  ful  pitous  vois 
Unto  the  crois  of  CrifLthus  fayde  fhe. 
O  clere,  o  weleful  suter,  holy  crois, 
Red  of  the  lambes  blood  ful  of  pitee, 
That  we(h  the  world  fro  the  old  iniquitee, 
Me  fro  the  fende,  and  fro  his  clawcs  kepe, 
That  day  that  I  fhal  drenchen  in  the  depe. 

^.  Vi&orious 
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"  In  want,  and  weaknefs,  be  thy  power  difplay'd, 
"  And  THOU  afllft,  where  elie  no  arm  can  aid. 
"  .But  if,  as  fu  rely  every  mortal  mud, 
«6  If  now  I  haden  to  n;y  native  dull, 
«  From  the  dread  hour,  and  this  devouring  deep, 
«  The  Spark  of  Deathlefs  Animation  keep  ; 
Ci  Then  may  my  Soul,  as  bright  inftincTive  flame, 
"  Afpiring  then,  thy  Kindred  Radiance  claim  ; 
"  Or  to  fome  humbler  Heaven  the  trembler  raife, 
"  Tho*  there  the  laft,  the  firll  to  fing  thy  praiie  : 
cc  Some  lowly*  vacant  feat,  ETERNAL,  deign, 
*;  Nor  be  Creation-,  and  Redemption  vain  !" 

So  pray'd  the  Maid,  and  Peace,  a  wonted  gueft, 
Sought  the  known  manfion  of  her  fpotlefs  breafl  j 
To  every  peril  arm'd,  and  pain  refigned, 
Cheer  in  her  looks,  and  patience  in  her  mind. 

The  wind  frefh  blowing  from  the  Syrian  Ihore, 
Swift  thro'  the  floods  her  fpooming  veffel  bore. 

Lon 


Viftorious  tree,  proteaion  of  trewe, 
That  only  were  ordeined  for  to  here 
The  king  of  heven,  with  his  woundes  newe, 
The  white  lamb,  that  hurt  was  with  a  fpere  ; 
Flenier  of  fendTes,  out  of  him  and  here 
On  which  thy  limmes  faithfully  extenden, 
Mekepe,  and  yeve  me  might  my  lif  to  amenden. 

53.  Yeres 
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Long  breathed  the  current  of  the  eaftern  gale, 
And  fwell'd  the  expanfe  of  each  didended  fail : 
And  now  the  hills  of  Can  Jia  rife  to  view, 
As  evening  clouds  and  fettled  vapours  blue; 
And  now,  ftill  driven  before  the  orient  blaft, 
Morea,  and  her  lengthening  capes  are  pad  : 
Now  land  again  her  wiftful  profped  flies, 
And  gives  the  unvarying  ocean  to  her  eyes  ; 
Till  Malta's  rocks,  emerging  from  the  main, 
The  circling  war  of  earth  and  fea  main. 
Alike  unknown,  each  varying  clime  appear'd  ; 
The  land,  and  main  alike  the  Virgin  fear'd  ; 
While  every  coaft  her  \Kaodering  «ye&  explore, 
Reminds  her  foul  of  Syria's,  hoftile  ftore ; 
And  more  than,  every  nionfler  fea,s  cap  yield, 
From  man^  from  man,  me  begs  that  Heaven  would 
miekl. 

Full  mapy  a  day,  and  rnany  a  night,  forlorn, 
Thro'   (helves,  and  rocks,  and   eddying  tempeft 

Thro' 


, 
born, 


53- 

Yeres  and  dayes  fleet  this  creature 
Thurghout  the  fee  of  Grcce,  unto  th?  ftraite 
Of  Maroc,  as  it  was  hire  avenr 
On  many  a  fory  mele  now  may  ihe  baite, 

After 
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Thro*  drizzling  fky,  and  nightly  damp  fevere, 

No  fire  to  warm,  no  focial  face  to  cheer  ; 

On  many  a  meal  of  tainted  viands  fed, 

The    chill    blaft  whittling   round   her  beauteous 

head; 

The  penfive  Innocence  attends  her  fate, 
Amidil  furrounding  deaths,  and  ftorms,  fedate. 

Ye  filken  fons  of  Affluence  and  Pride ! 
Whofe  fortunes  roll  a  foft  fuperfluous  tide, 
Who  yet  on  vifionary  wants  refine, 
And  rack'd  with  falfe  fantaftic  woes  repine  ; 
And  ye,  whom  Penury  and  lharp  Diftrefs, 
With  bitter,  but  falubrious  medicine,  blefs — 
Behold  that  fex,  whofe  foftnefs  men  defpife ; 
Behold  a  Maid,  who  might  inftruct  the  wife, 
Give  patience  precedent,  fierce  frenzy  'fwage, 
And  with  philofophy  new-form  the  fage ! 
For  her  the  tides  of  regal  fullnefs  flowed ; 
For  her  oppreffion  heap'd  the  cumbrous  load  ; 
In  affluence  humble,  in  misfortune  great, 
She  (lands  the  worft  alternatives  of  fate  ! 

After  hire  deth  fill  often  may  flie  waite, 
Or  that  the  wilde  waves  wol  hire  drive 
Unto  the  place  ther  as  Ihe  fhal  arive. 

At 
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At  length,  her  galley  wing'd  before  the  blaft, 
Swift  launching,  thro*  the  (traits  of  Ceuta  paft; 
And  winding  now  before  the  varying  gale, 
Tempeftuous  Aufter  rends  her  labouring  fail  : 
Hifpania's  realm  the  obfcquious  veflel  coafts  ; 
Now  Gallia's  furge  the  BeauteoUs  Burthen  boafts  ; 
Till  laft,  Britannia's  wave  the  Charge  receives, 
And  from  the  Atlantic  main,  exalting,  heaves  ; 
The  deftined  freight  with  pleafed  emotion  bore, 
And  gently  wafted  to  Northumbria's  more. 

But  haply  now  *twere  obvious  to  demand, 
Plow  borne  from  Solyma's  far-diftant  land, 
Thro'  many  a  clime  and  ftrait  that  might  reftrairt^ 
The  guft  of  winter,  and  the  whelming  main, 
Britannia's  coaft  mould  fix  the  wandering  Maid, 
Thro*  fuch  a  length  of  devious  traces  convey'd  ? 


" 
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Men  mighten  afken,  why  fhe  was  not  /lain  ? 
Eke  at  the  fefte  who  might  hire  body  fave  ? 
And  I  anfwer  to  that  demand  again, 
Who  faved  Daniel  in  the  horrible  cave, 
Ther  every  wight,  fave  he,  mailer  or  knave, 
Was  with  the  leon  frette,  or  he  aflerte  ? 
No  wight  but  God,  that  he  bare  in  his  herte, 

VOL.  I.  X  55.  God 
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"  Say  firft,   when  fhips   in   dizzy   whirlwinds 

wheel, 

"  Who  points  the  fervour  of  the  amorous  Heel  ? 
"  Wing'd  by  whofe  breath  the  bidden  tempefts 

blow  ? 

"  Heaved  in  whofe  fulnefs  mighty  oceans  flow  ? 
"  Yet  what  are  winds  that  blow,  or  feas  that  roll  ? 
"  The  globe  ftupendous,  or  the  poifing  pole  ? 
"  What  the  feven  planets  on  their  axis  fpun  ? 
"  What  the  wide  fyftem  of  our  centering  fun  ? 
cc  A  point,  an  atom,  to  the  ambient  fpace, 
*c  Where'worlds  on  worlds  in  circling  myriads  race! 

«  Yet 

55- 

God  lift  to  fhew  his  wonderful  miracle 
In  hire,  for  we  Ihuld  feen  his  mighty  werkes  : 
Crift,  which  that  is  to  every  harm  triacle, 
By  certain  menes  oft,  as  knowen  clerkes, 
Doth  thing  for  certain  ende,  that  ful  derke  is 
To  mannes  wit,  ^that  for  our  ignorance 
Ne  can  nat  know  his  prudent  purveiance. 

56. 

Now  fith  me  was  not  at  the  fefte  yflawe, 
Who  kepte  hire  fro  the  drenching  in  the  fee  ? 
Who  kepte  Jonas  in  the  fimes  mawe, 
Til  he  was  fpouted  up  at  Ninivee  ? 
Wei  may  men  know>  it  was  no  wight  but  he 


CONSTANTIA.  307 

18  Yet  thefe  the  inanimate  volution  keep, 
«c  And  roll  eliptic  thro*  the  boundlefs  deep  ; 
u  While  ONE  HAND  weighs  the  infinite  fufpenfe* 
"  The  infenfate  loads  and  meafures  the  immenfe ; 
"  Within,  without,  thro*  height  and  depth  pre* 

fides ; 

"  With  equal  arm,  the  bark,  or  planet,  guides. 
<c  By  THEE  uplifted,  thro*  the  pathlefs  fkies, 
"  With  confcious  plume,  the  birds  of  pafTagerife; 
<c  Thro'  THEE  their  patent  longitude  is  known, 
"  The  dated  climate,  and  the  varying  zone. 
"  THY  WILL  informs  the  univerfal  plan, 
"  The  ways  of  Angels,  and  the  ways  of  man; 

"  The 

That  kept  the  peple  Ebraike  fro  drenching* 
With  drye  feet  thurghout  the  fee  paffing* 

57- 

Who  bade  the  foure  fpirits  of  temped, 
That  power  han  to  anoyen  lond  and  fee, 
3Both  north  and  fouth,  and  alfo  weft  and  effcj 
Anoyen  neyther  fee,  ne  lond,  lie  tree  ? 
Sothly  the  commander  of  that  was  he 
That  fro  the  temped  ay  this  woman  kepte, 
As  wel  whan  me  awoke  as  whan  me  flepte* 

58. 

Wher  might  this  womari  mete  and  drihke  have  ? 
Three  yere  and  more,  how  lafteth  hire  vitaille.? 

X  ^  Who 
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cc  The  moral  and  material  world  connefb, 

<c  Thro'  each, SUPREME,  both  governs  and  infpeds-; 

"  Conducts  the  blood  thro'  each  arterial  round, 

"  Conducts  each  fyftem  thro'  the  vaft  profound  : 

"  ONE  RULF,    the  joint,    the    boundlefs    model 

forms, 

"  And  the  fmall  ant  to  love  of  order  warms ; 

"  Alike,  thro9  high, -and  low,  and  great,  and  fmall, 

"  Nor  aught's  myfterious,  or  myfterious  all." 

What  time  the  wafting  tide,  and  favouring  blaft, 
The  Fair  on  Britain's  fated  region  cad; 
Young  ALL  A  then  Northumbria's  fons  obey'd, 
Whofe  fubftituted  fcepter  Offa  fway'd : 
Illuftrious  OfFa,  who  in  worth  excelPd 
Whate'er  the  rolls  of  Saxon  heroes  held  I 

Alone 

Who  fed  the  Egyptian  Mary  in  the  cave 
Or  in  defer  t  ?  no  wight  but  Grift  fans  faille. 
Five  thoufand  folk  it  was  as  gret  marvaille 
With  loves  five  and  fifties  two  to  fede  : 
God  fent  his  foyfon  at  hire  grete  nede^ 

59* 

She  driveth  forth  into  our  ocean1 
Thurghout  our  wide  fee,  til  at  the  laft 
Under  an  hold,  that  nempnen  I  ne  can, 
Fer  iir  Northumberlond,  the  wave  hire  caft, 

And 
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Alone  Rodolphus,  to  the  chief  allied, 
Excell'd  in  arms,  but  much  excell'd  in  pride. 

i 
High  on  the  brow  of  a  commanding  fleep, 

And  full  in  profpect  of  the  eaftern  deep, 

His  feat,  addrcit  for  war,  as  for  repofe, 

And  fix'd  with  elegance,  brave  Offa  chofe. 

And  now  the  hero,  at  his  wonted  hour, 

Whtr'.v  trees  o'er-arching  form'd  the  Sylvan  bower, 

Wivii  Hermigilda  fought  the  evening-air, 

His  bride,  the  faired  of  the  Saxon  fair — 

When  from  the  main,  and  obvious  to  th^  view, 

The  apparent  wreck  their  fix'd  attention  drew  ^ 

And  quickly  by  innate  companion  led, 

Attended,  to  the  neighbouring  fhore  they  fped. 

CONSTANTIA 

And  in  the  fand  hire  (hip  ftiked  fo  faft, 
That  tkcnnes  wolde  it  not  in  all  a  tide  : 
The  wille  of  Crift  was  that  (he  fhulde  abide. 

60. 

The  conflable  of  the  caftle  doun  is  fare 
To  feen  this  wrecke,  and  al  the  (hip  he  fought, 
And  fond  this  wery  woman  ful  of  care ; 
He  fond  alfo  the  trefour  that  Ihe  brought : 
In  hire  langage  mercy  fhe  befonght, 
The  lif  out  of  hire  body  for  to  twinne, 
Hire  to  deliver  of  wo  that  fhe  was  inne. 

X  3  61  •  A  maner 
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CONSTANTIA  here  fole  mariner  they  found, 
Admiring  gaze,  and  filently  furround : 
Her  eyes  to  Heaven  the  Grateful  Charmer  rais'd, 
And  with  mute  thanks  of  fwift  acceptance  prais'd  j 
Then  turned,  with  fuppliant  mien  her  arms  extends, 
And  lowly  at  their  feet  for  mercy  bends. 
Tho'  Pagans,  yet  with  native  virtues  bleft, 
The  fentiment  humane  informed  their  breaft : 
They  her  fad  narrative  of  woes  enquire, 
Prompt  to  redrefs,  as  courteous  to  defire. 
With  moving  eloquence  the  Maid  began, 
And  thro'  a  length  of  ftrange  difafters  ran : 
What  truth  required,  with  artlefs  grace  reveal'dj 
What  prudence  check'd,  with  graceful  art  con-t 

ceal'd  -, 

Pathetic  gave  her  fufferings  to  the  view, 
But  o'er  her  (late  a  fpecious  covering  threw. 

Sweet 

61. 

A  maner  Latin  corrupt  was  hire  fpeche, 
But  algate  therby  was  fhe  underftond. 
The  conftable,  whan  him  lift  no  lenger  feche, 
This  woful  woman  brought  he  to  the  lond. 
She  kneleth  doun,  and  thanketh  Goddes  fond ; 
But  what  me  was,  me  wolde  no  man  feye 
for  foule  ne  faire,  though  that  ihe  ihulde  deye. 

62.  She 
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Sweet  flow'd  the  accents  of  her  gentle  tongue  ; 
Attention  on  the  mournful  mufic  hung  : 
Each  heart  a  fympathetic  anguifli  felt  — 
Who  faw  that  face,  and  could  refufe  to  melt  ? 
Great  Offa's  bride  with  anfwering  woes  diftreft, 
With  dreaming  eyes  andclafping  arms  careft: 
Officious  now  to  pleafe,  and  prompt  to  aid, 
They  to  the  palace  lead  the  Peerlefs  Maid  ; 
With  feaft,  and  fong,  and  focial  afpecl:  cheer, 
And,  as  of  more  than  mortal  mould,  revere. 

Here,  pleafed  with  privacy,  and  long  content, 
Her  days  the  Univerfal  Charmer  fpent  ; 

To 
62. 

She  faid,  fhe  was  fo  mafed  in  the  fee, 
That  me  forgate  hire  minde,  by  hire  trouth. 
The  conftable  hath  of  hire  fo  gret  pitee 
And  eke  his  wif,  that  they  wepen  for  routh  : 
She  was  fo  diligent  withouten  flouth 
To  ferve  and  plefen  everich  in  that  place, 
That  all  hire  love,  that  loken  in  hire  face. 


The  conftable  and  dame  Hermegild  his  wif 
Were  payenes,  and  that  con  tree  every  wher  ; 
But  Hermegild  loved  Cuftance  as  hire  lif  ; 
And  Cuflance  hath  fo  long  fojourned  ther 

X4 
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To  office  apt,  and  each  obliging  art, 
She  kindly  Hole  the  voluntary  heart ; 
Adored  around,  a  mental  empire  gain'd,, 
And  (till  a  Queen  thro'  every  boforri  reign'd. 

What  winning  power  on  beauty's  charm  attends! 
The  rude  it  foftens,  and  the  bigot  bends. 

What 

In  orifons,  with  many  a  bitter  terc, 
Til  Jefu  hath  converted  thurgh  his  grace, 
Pame  Hermegild,  conflablefle  of  that  place. 


In  'all  that  lend  no  criften  dorfte  route ; 
All  criften  folk  ben  fled  fro  that  contree 
Thurgh  payenes,  that  conquereden  all  aboute 
The  plages  of  the  North  by  lond  and  fee. 
To  Wales  fled  the  crifdanitee 
Of  olde  Bretons,  dwelling  in  this  ile  ; 
Thir  was  hir  refuge  for  the  mene  while, 

65. 

But  yet  n'ere  criften  Bretons  fo  exiled:, 
That  ther  n'ere  fom  which  in  hir  privitee 
Honoured  Grift,  and  hethen  folk  begiled  ; 
And  neigh  the  Cattle  fwiche  ther  dwelten  three : 
That  on  of  hem  was  blind,  and  might  not  fee, 
But  it  were  with  thilke  eyen  of  his  minde, 
With  which  men  mowen  fee  whan  they  ben  blinde. 


66.  Bright 
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What:  precept  from  CONSTANTIA'S  lips  can  fail? 
What  truth  fo  mufical,  and  not  prevail  ? 
Perfuafive  while  fhe  pleads,  the  prieft  might  learn, 
The  deaf  find  ears,  and  even  the  blind  difcern. 

Soon 

66. 

Bright  was  the  fonne,  as  in  that  fommers  day, 
For  which  the  conftable  and  his  wif  alfo 
And  Cuftance,  han  ytake  therighte  way 
Toward  the  fee,  a  furlong  way  or  two, 
To  plaien,  and  to  romen  to  and  fro  ; 
And  in  her  walk  this  blinde  man  they  mette, 
Croked  and  olde,  with  eyen  fail  yfhette. 


In  the  name  of  Crift  (cried  this  blinde  Breton) 
Dame  Hermegild,  yeve  me  my  fight  again. 
This  lady  wexe  afraid  of  tha£  foun, 
Left  that  hire  hufband,  faortly  for  to  fain, 
Wold  hire  for  Jefu  Criftes  love  have  flain, 
Til  Cuftance  made  hire  bold,  and  bade  hire  werche 
The  will  of  Crift,  a  doughter  of  holy  cherche. 

68. 

The  conftable  wexe  abafhed  of  thar  fight, 
And  fayde  ;  What  amounteth  all  this  fare  ? 
Cuftance  anfwered  :  Sire,  it  is  Crifces  might, 
That  helpeth  folk  out  of  the  fendes  fnarc  : 
And  fo  ferforth  me  gan  our  lay  declare, 
That  (he  the  conftable,  er  that  it  were  eve, 
Converted^  an.d  on  Crift  made  him  beleve. 

69.  This 
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Soon  thro'  the  houfe  of  generous  Offa  fpread, 
Her  pleafmg  tongue  its  facred  influence  fhed ; 
And  all  the  cordial  profelytes  of  grace, 
The  Chriftian  Law,  the  LAW  OF  LOVE,  embrace. 
But  ah,  fweet  Maid,  how  fhort  is  thy  repofe  ! 
Nor  hope  that  here  thy  fcenes  of  fuffering  clofe ; 
Heaven  fpeeds  the  planet  that  o'er-ruled  thy  birth, 
And  haftes  to  make  one  Angel,  even  on  earth. 

Rodolphus  to  the  Saxon  chief  allied, 
Whofe  ftrength  of  limb  with  mightieft  giants  vied,, 
Of  feature  crude,  and  infolent  of  foul, 
Whofe  heart  nor  knew,  or  mercy,  or  controul— 

He 

69. 

This  conftable  was  not  lord  of  the  place 
Of  which  I  fpeke,  ther  as  he  Cuftance  fond, 
But  kept  it  ftrongly  many  a  winter  fpace, 
Under  Alia,  king  of  Northumberlond, 
That  was  ful  wife,  and  worthy  of  his  hond 
Againe  the  Scottes,  as  men  may  wel  here  ; 
But  tourne  I  wol  againe  to  my  metere. 


7o. 

Sathan,  that  ever  was  waiteth  to  begile, 
Saw  of  Cuftance  all  hire  perfe&ioun, 
And  caft  anon  how  he  might  quite  hire  wile, 
And  made  a  yonge  knight,  that  dwelt  in  that  town, 

2  Love 
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He  faw,  and  though  to  deeds  of  difcord  bred, 
He  faw,  and  on  the  lovely  vifion  fed  : 
Swift  through  his  veins  the  fulphurous  poifon  run, 
But  women  feem'd  all  obvious  to  be  won. 
Malicious  fervour  prompts  him  to  enjoy; 
Dire  is  the  love  that's  eager  to  deftroy  ! 
Vows,  prayers,  and  oaths,  and  menaces  he  tried, 
And  prized  alike  the  proftitute,  and  bride, 
But  when  repuls'd  with  merited  difdain, 
He  found  all  threats,  as  all  intreaties  vain, 
The  flame  that  gloomy  in  his  bofom  burn'd, 
To  deadly  hate  by  fwift  tranfition  turn'd; 
And  nightly,  in  his  dark  defigning  foul, 
Pire  future  fcenes  and  fchemes  infernal  roll, 

Mean-time,  the  fons  of  hoftile  Scotia  arm, 
And  fame  through  Albion  gives  the  loud  alarm. 

Young 

Love  hire  fo  hote  of  foule  affeftioun, 

That  veraily  him  thought  that  he  ihuld  fpille, 

But  he  of  hire  might  ones  han  his  wille. 


He  woeth  hire,  but  it  availeth  nought, 
She  wolde  do  no  finne  by  no  wey  : 
And  for  defpit,  he  compafled  his  thought 
To  maken  hire  on  fhameful  deth  to  dey. 

He 
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Young  ALLA  at  the  warlike  call  arofe, 
And  fpeeds  with  anfwering  boldnefs  to  oppofe; 
While  OfFa,  with  glad  heart,  and  honours  due, 
To  welcome  nis  approaching  fovereign  flew. 

And  now  Rodolphus,  of  whofe  baleful  breaft 
The  fiends  and  every  fury  flood  pofTeil, 
On  ills  of  cruelleft  conception  bent, 
To  perpetrate  his  deadly  purpofe  meant. 

All  wrapt  in  clouds,  from  Heaven's  noflurnal 

fteep 

Mid  darknefs  hung,  and  weigh'd  the  world  to  deep ; 
When  Offa's  confort,  and  the  Rom^n  Maid, 
By  unfufpecling  innocence  betray'd, 
Divinely  pious,  and  divinely  fair, 
Ti'red  with  long  vigil  and  the  nightly  prayer, 

Together 

He  waiteth  whan  the  conftable  is  away. 

And  prively  upon  a  night  he  crepte 

Jn  Hermegildes  chambre  while  ihe  flepte, 

72. 

Wery,  forwakedin  hire  orifons, 
Slepeth  Cuftance,  and  Hermegilde  alfo. 
This  knight,  thurgh  Sathanas  temptations, 
All  foftely  is  to  the  bed  ygo, 

And 
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Together  lock'd  in  calm  oblivion  lay  •, 

Not  both  to  rife  and  greet  returning  day. 

Rodolphus,  unperceived,  invades  the  room, 

His  bofom  darker  than  the  midnight  gloom ; 

Dire  o'er  the  gentle  pair  the  felon  ftands, 

A  ponyard  thirfting  in  his  impious  hands. 

As  mould  fome  cottager,  with  hourly  care, 

Two  lambs,  his  folc  delight  and  fubftance,  rear, 

With  fondnefs  at  his  rural  table  fed, 

Beneath  his  eye,  and  in  his  bofom  bred  -, 

Till  fierce  for  blood,  and  watchful  to  devour, 

Some  prowling  wolf  perceives  the  abfent  hour, 

His  nightly  tread  through  fome  fly  poftern  bends, 

And  the  meek  pair  with  favage  fury  rends — 

So  fweet,  fo  innocent,  the  Fair  Ones  lay ; 

So  (tern,  the  human  favage  views  his  prey  ! 

His  fteel  fwift  plunged  through  Hermigilda's  breaft, 

From  the  pure  form,  difmifs'd  the  purer  gueft ; 

Without  one  figh  her  gentle  foul  expires, 

And  waked  in  blifs,  the  wondrous  change  admires, 

Beyond  beyond  what  utterance  e'er  can  name, 

Or  vifion  of  ecftatic  fancy  frame. 

Not 

And  cut  the  throtc  of  Hermegilde  atvvo, 

And  layd  the  blody  knif  by  dame  Cuftance, 

And  went  his  way,  ther  God»yeve  him  mifchance. 

73.  Sone 
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Not  fo,  bright  Maid  !  thy  harder  fate  intends  j 
A  fimple  death  was  only  meant  for  friends  : 
P'or  thee,  he  hoards  the  fund  of  future  ill, 
And  fpares  with  tenfold  cruelty  to  kill. 
Clofe  by  CONSTANTIA,  lovely  fleeping  maid, 
His  reeking  fteel  the  murderous  ruffian  laid  t 
Revolved  within  his  bread  new  mifchiefs  brew, 
And  frniling  horridly  the  fiend  withdrew. 

Thick  darknefs  yet  withftood  approaching  day. 
And  camp'd  upon  the  weftern  fummits  lay  ; 
And  fcarce  the  draggling  rays  of  orient  light, 
Excurfive,  pierced  the  paler  realms  of  night; 
Their  pafTage  through  CONSTANTIA'S    cafement 

won, 

And  viewed  the  brighter!  form  beneath  the  fun— 
When  the  firft  glories  of  her  opening  eyes 
With  prompt,  with  early  elevation  rife, 

lu 

73- 

Sone  after  cometh  tKis  conftable  home  agairij 
And  eke  Alia,  that  king  was  of  that  lond, 
And  faw  his  wife  defpitoufly  yflain, 
For  which  ful  oft  he  wept  and  wrong  his  hond  $ 
And  in  the  bed  the  blody  knif  he  fond 
By  dame  Cuflance,  alas !  what  might  ftje  fay  ? 
For  veray  wo  hire  wit  was  all  away* 

74-  T° 
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Its  wing  tow'rds  Heaven  her  waking  foul  extends, 
And  in  a  rhapfody  of  praife  afcends. 
But  ah,  not  long  thofe  lively  tranfports  burn  ! 
Confufed,  alarm'd,  her  thoughts  to  earth  return: 
All  chill,  and  in  the  vital  current  drown'd, 
Pale  at  her  fide,  her  lovely  friend  me  found ; 
A  cloud  of  horror  quick  involved  the  Fair, 
And  uttering  Ihrieks  expreft  the  loud  defpair. 
Waked  to  her  griefs,  the  feared  domeftics  rofe : 
In  rufh'd  the  train,  fhrill  echoing  to  her  woes ; 
O'er  the  pale  dame  a  mourning  torrent  fhed, 
And  with  repeated  cries  invoke  the  dead. 
Rodolphus  too,  with  well-difTembled  fears, 
And  face  of  bufy  feign'd  concern,  appears  : 
From  Heaven's  high  wrath,  with  fwift  perdition 

'  fped, 

He  calls  down  vengeance  on  the  guilty  head ; 
Apparent  zeaj  his  earned  vifage  fires, 
And  loud  the  murderer  for  himfelf  enquires. 

With 

74- 

To  king  Alia  was  told  all  this  mifchance, 
And  eke  the  time,  and  wher,  and  in  what  wife. 
That  in  a  Ihip  was  fonden  this  Cuftance, 
As  here  before  ye  nan  herd  me  devife : 

The 
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With  bloody  marks  of  dire  conjecture  ftain'd, 
CONSTANTIA,  haplefs  virgin,  flands  arraign'd  : 
The  Fair  with  fears  her  guiltlefs  caufe  efTays  ; 
But  ah !  each  fpecious  circumftance  betrays : 
Rude  cords  around  her  polifli'd  arms  they  ftrain ; 
Strong  pleads  the  Innocent,  but  pleads  in  vain. 
Far  were  thy  friends,  CONSTANTIA,  lovely  maid! 
Far  diftant  all,  that  had  the  power  to  aid ; 
From  guilt,  from  death,  from  infamy  to  fave, 
Or  fhed  a  tear  upon  a  ftranger's  grave. 

And  now  the  tale,  with  deadly  tidings  fraught, 
To  Offa's  ear  a  fpeedy  courier  brought. 
Heart  pierc'd  with  anguifh  flood  the  mourning 

chief; 

No  plaints  exprefs'd  the  inutterable  grief; 
No  fighs  exhale,  no  ftreaming  forrows  flow, 
Fix'd  and  immoveable  in  fpeechlefs  woe. 
Companion  touch'd  the  generous  ALLA'S  breaft* 
For  his  brave  fubjecl:,  for  his  friend  diftreft-s 
Each  circumftance  the  Royal  Youth  enquires, 
And  the  dire  aft  his  juft  refentment  fires. 

The  kinges  herte  of  pitee  gan  agrife, 
Whan  he  faw  fo  benigne  a  creature 
Falle  in  difefe  and  in  mifaventure* 


C  O  N  S  T  A  N  T  I  A.  321 

By  fpecious  proofs  of  falfc  fuggeftion  led, 
He  vows  full  vengeance  on  CONST  AN  TJA'S  head ; 
To  doom  the  luckleis  Innocent  he  ipeeds, 
And  in  his  wrath  the  previous  victim  bleeds. 

Fame  flies  before  with  voluntary  wing ; 
A  thoufand  diftant  ftTouts  proclaim  their  King : 
Pour'd  from  all  parts,  the  populace  unite, 
And  on  his  form  infatiate  feed  their  fight ; 
For  ALLA,  bright  in  each  perfection,  fhone, 
That  graced  the  cottage,  or  enrich'ci  the  throne  : 
The  nerve  Herculean  braced  his  youthful  arm, 
His  cheek  imbibed  the  virgin's  fofteft  charm  : 
Mild  was  his  foul,  all  fpotlefs  as  his  form  ; 
His  virtues  not  fevere,  but  chafte  and  warm ; 
His  manners  fweet  and  fprightly,  yet  fincere  ; 
His  judgment  calm  and  deep,  yet  quick  and  clear: 
Graceful  his  fpeech,  above  the  flowers  of  art; 
Open  his  hand,  more  bounteous  yet  his  heart ; 
As  Mercy  fofr,  kind,  fpcial,  and  humane, 
Vice  felt  alone,  that  ALLA  held  the  rein  : 
To  all  the  pride  of  courts,  and  pomp  of  fhow, 
The  brighteft  ornament,  yet  greateft  foe  1 

VOL.  I.  Y  Within, 
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Within,  without,  thus  rich  in  every  grace, 
And  all  the  Angel  in  his  foul  and  face, 
Not  form'd  to  feel  Love's  pafTion,  but  impart, 
No  charms  were  yet  found  equal  to  his  heart  : 
For  him  each  virgin  fighed,  but  fighed  in  vain, 
By  him  unpitied^  fince  unknown  the  pain. 

Detefting  flattery,  yet  fond  of  fame, 
Thro'  deadly  fields  he  fought  a  deathlefs  name-, 
Still  foremoft  there,  he  fprung  with  youthful  heat, 
And  War,  not  Love,  gave  ALLA'S  bread  to  beat  •, 
Each  foe  he  conquer'd,  and  each  friend  retain'd, 
And  fcepter'd  in  his  fubjt&s  bofoms  reign'd. 

And  now  arrived  —  fevere  in  folemn  ftate, 
Whence  no  appeal,  the  grand  tribunal  fate. 
Great  ALLA,  throned  confpicuous  to  the  view, 
Attention,  love,  and  centering  reverence  drew. 

In 


75- 

For  as  the  Iamb  toward  his  deth  is  brought* 
So  ftant  this  innocent  beforn  the  king  : 
This  falfe  knight,  that  hath  this  trefon  wrought, 
Bereth  hire  in  hond  that  flie  hath  don  this  thing  : 
But  natheles  ther  was  gret  murmuring 
Among  the  peple,  and  fayn  they  cannot  geflb 
That  Hievhad  don  Ib  gret  a  wickednefle. 

76. 
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In  form,  the  deadly  procefs  ftrait  began  ; 
Wide  thro*  the  croud,  a  doubtful  murmur  ran; 
Rodolphus  chief  the  Friendlefs  Prifoner  charged, 
Enforced  the  pain,  and  on  the  guilt  enlarged. 

The  Fair  Unknown  to  her  defence  they  cite: 
Guarded  me  comes,  as  pure,  as  angels  bright  ; 
As  tho'  delight  and  grief  at  once  combined, 
And  fled  to  her,  difpleafed  with  alltnankind; 
Or  as  delight  would  grief,  in  grief,  excel], 
Or  grief  could  find  delight  with  her  to  dwell. 
Penfive  (he  moves,  majeftically  flow, 
And  with  a  pomp  of  beauty  decks  her  woe  : 
All  murmurs,  filenced  by  her  prefence,  ceafe, 
And  from  her  eye  the  yielding  croud  gives  .place  * 

Even 

7*. 

For  they  han  feen  hire  ever  fo  vertuous, 
And  loving  Hermegild  right  as  hire  lif  : 
Of  this  bare  witnefle  everich  in  thathous, 
Save  he  that  Hermegild  flow  with  his  knif  : 
This  gentil  king  hath  caught  a  gret  motif 
Of  this  witnefs,  and  thought  he  wold  enquere 
Deper  in  this  cas,  trouthe  for  to  lere« 


77- 

Alas  !  Cuftance,  thou  haft  no  champion, 
e  lighten  canlt  thou  not,  fo  wala  wa  i 

y  2 
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Even  ALLA'S  looks  his  foftening  foul  confeft, 
Anci  all  refentment  died  within  his  bread. 
But  ah!  while  fhame  with  injured  honour  vies, 
While  yet  her  tongue  its  faultering  talk  denies, 
More  than  all  phrafe,  or  ftudied  quaint  addrefs, 
Her  down-caft  eyes  and  fpeaking  looks  exprefs* 
At  length  pathetic,  with  a  flarting  tear, 
She  thus  tobow'd  attention  charm'd  the  ear. 

"  Where  may  the  wretched  for  protection  bend? 
a  Or  when,  ah  when,  fhall  my  misfortunes  end? 
<c  Sure,  perfecution  in  the  grave  willceafe^ 
"  And  death  beftow,  what  life  denies  me,  peace. 
«c  Driven  from  before  the  face  of  humankind, 
"  Earth*  air,  and  fea,  with  cruel  man  combined  ^ 
M  Each  hour,  each  element,  prepared  a  foe, 
"  And  nature  feem'd  exhauftcd  in  my  woe. 
"  At  length,  with  every  grace  and  virtue  crown'd, 
"  One  friend,  one  pitying  faithful  friend  1  found  j 

"  With 

But  he  that  ftarf  for  our  redemption* 
And  bond  Sathan,  and  yet  lith  ther  he  lay* 
So  be  thy  ftronge  champion  this  day : 
For  but  if  Crift  on  thee  miracle  kithe, 
Withouten  gilt  thou  malt  be  flaine  as  fwithe. 

78. 

She  fet  hire  doun  on  knees,  and  thus  me  fayde ; 
jBimortal  God,  that  favedeft  Sufanne 
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€<  With  her,  retired,  to  pafs  my  days  I  chofe, 

"  And  here  prefumed  to  tafte  a  late  repofe: 

"  But  peace  to  me,  alike  all  climes  refufe, 

"  And  mifchief  to  the  fat  theft  polepurfues; 

"  'Tis  even  a  crime  to  be  CONST  AN  TIA'S  friend, 

"  Nor  lefs  than  death  to  thofe  who  would  defend. 

"  Ah  Hermigilda!  could  my  forfeit  life, 

"  To  the  fond  hufband  give  the  faithful  wife  j 

<c  From  death  recall  thy  chaftely  featured  charms, 

"  And  yield  thee  to  the  generous  Offa's  arms; 

"  Ah !  gladly  would  I  then  refign  my  breath, 

"  If  life  fo  dear  could  be  revived  by  death. 

cc  But  thus  to  die  with  foul  fufpicion  ftain'd, 

"  For  murder,  murder  of  my  friend  arraign'd  !— 

"  Alas  !  unikill'd  in  every  cruel  art, 

*'  Had  I  the  power  to  hurt,  I  want  the  heart : 

«c  No  creature  e'er  CONSTANTIA'S  malice  felt; 

"  Ev'n  fuffering  foes  have  taught  my  heart  to  melt, 

<c  My  heart,  for  birds,  for  infects  oft  diftreft; 

**  And  Pity  is  its  known,  its  only  gueft. 

"  O  Youth ! 

Fro  falfe  blame,  and  thou  merciful  mayde, 
Mary  I  mene,  doughter  to  feint  Anne, 
Beforn  whos  child  angels  fingen  Ofanne, 
If  I  be  giltelefs  of  this  felonie, 
My  focour  be,  or  elles  flial  I  die. 

Y  3  79.  Have 
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"  O  Youth!  thy  happy  people's  boafted  theme, 
"  O  ALLA  !  facred  to  the  breath  of  fame, 
«c  To  whom  fubjecled  realms  their  rights  fubmit, 
v  Who  throned  in  judgment  like  an  Angel  fit; 
"  Still  more  extenfive  be  thy  guardian  care, 
"  And  let  the  Innocent,  the  Stranger  mare  !" 

. 
Here  rudely  on  her  plea  Rodolphus  broke, 

And  all  inflamed,  and  interrupting,  fpoke  : 

"  Lift  not,  O  King,  to  that  bewitching  tongue  ! 

f c  So  fweetly  falfe  the  tempting  Syrens  fung ; 

f c  Her  words  w ould  give  the  knotted  oak  an  ear, 

"  And  charm  the  moon  from  l>er  enchanted  fphere> 

*'  That  by  her  hand  our  dear  relation  bled, 

"  This  fword  fhall  witnefs  on  her  guilty  head, 

«*  Whatever  champion,  or  bold  odds  oppofe, 

*<  And,  arrn'd  by  juftice,  dare  a  thoufand  foes : 

•*  Then  be  her  purity  by  combat  tried  5 

V  And  by  the  conquering  arm  let  Heaven  decide. 

"  Alas, 
79- 

Have  ye  not  feen  fomtimc  a  pale  face 
(Among  a  prees)  of  him  that  hath  ben  lad 
Coward  his  deth,  wher  as  he  geteth  no  grace, 
And  fwiche  a  colour  in  his  face  hath  had, 
Men  mighten  know  him  that  was  ib  beitad, 
Amonges  all  the  faces  in  that  route, 
So  ilant'CuAance,  and  loketh  hire  aboute. 

80.   O  quenes 
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"  A-las,  O  ALLA!"  cried  the  trembling  Maid, 
<c  My  fcx,  not  arms  but  Innocence  mud  aid, 
"  Helplefs  I  rland,  and  diftant  every  friend, 
"  That  has  the  power,  or  courage  to  defend. 
cc  If  juftice  is  ordam'd  to  crown  the  ftrong, 
"  Then  the  weak  arm  is  ever  in  the  wrong ^ 
u  The  hawk  may  triumph  in  his  lavvlefs  deeds, 
"  While  doonvd    bencj:h  his   gripe   the  turtle 

bleeds. 

"  Yet  that  I'm  guihlefs,  even  my  charge  admits, 
"  AnJ  malice,  meaning  to  arraign,  acquits: 
"  What  rho*  the  fword  lay  treacherous  at  my  fide? 
(C  S  are,,  guile  could  never  want  the  craft  to  hide  ! 
M  The  Ipots  of  bloody  circumftance  explain, 
"  That  inwar-d  truth  fears  tto  exterior  Itain  ; 
"  And  lait  my  capture  with  the  (lain  implies, 
"  That  guilt, -not  Innocence,  from  vengeance  flies. 

"  I  fear 

80. 

O  quenes  living  in  profperitee, 
Duchefl'es,  and  ye  ladies  everich  on, 
Haveth  fom  routhe  on  hire  adverfitee  ; 
An  emperoures  daughter  ftant  alone ; 
She  hath  no  wight  to  whom  to  make  hire  mone  ; 
O  blood  real,  that  flondefl  in  this  drede, 
Fer  ben  thy  frendes  -in  thy  grete  nede. 

Y  4  8l.  This 
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"  I  fear  not  death,  but  that  furviving  flhame, 
<c  Which  muft  to  ages  blaft  my  fpotlefs  name — • 
«  Be  that  from  taint  of  guilty  cenfure  freed, 
"  And  all  that  malice  can  in fli6t,  decreed!" 

Thus  while  fhe  fpake.,  with  fecret  paffion  toft, 
And  in  a  world  of  new  found  wonders  loft, 
Scarce  ALLA  could  his  ftruggling  heart  controul : 
Fix'd  were  his  eyes,  but  reftlefs  was  his  foul ; 
His  breaft  with  various  agitation  burn'd  ; 
Now  pale,  now  red,  his  varying  afpect  turn'd : 
Her  accents  dwell  upon  his  liftening  ears; 
When  now  fhe  ceafed,  delighted  ftill  he  hears ; 
Her  form  with  changed  with  feverifh  look  furveys^ 
And  could  for  ever  hear,  for  ever  gaze. 

At  length  colle&ed,  as  from  bonds  he  broke, 
And  with  cold  fpeech,  and  feign'd  indifference, 
fpoke  : 

"  Thy 

81. 

This  Alia  king  hath  fwiche  compaffioun, 
AS  gentil  hertc  is  fulfilled  of  pitee, 
That  fro  his  eyen  ran  the  water  doun. 
Now  haflily  do  fecche  a  book,  quod  he ; 

And 
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"  Thy  charge,  bright  Maid!  my  fecret  foul  acquits; 

"  But  public  law  no  private  voice  admits  : 

*c  Kings  fit  not  here,  with  arbitrary  fenfe 

"  To  form  new  laws,  or  cavil,  but  difpenfe ; 

"  Though  law  is  fallible,  yet  law  mould  fway, 

"  And  kings,  more  fallible  than  law,  obey. 

«c  Say,  gallant  warriors  !   who,  unmatch'd  in  arms, 

"  May  yield  uncenfured  to  refiitlefs  charms  ; 

"  Say,  is  there  one,  who,  fmgularly  brave, 

"  At  his  own  peril  greatly  dares  to  fave ; 

"  From  pain,  from  death,  from  flander,  to  defend, 

"  And  give  the  Stranger,  and  the  Fair,  a  friend  ?" 

The  Hero  faid  j  but  mute  was  every  tongue, 
Blank  every  face,  and  every  nerve  unftrung; 
So  much  Rodolphus,  never  match'd  in  arms, 
Each  weaker  hand  and  confcious  heart  alarms ; 
So  was  the  giant  famed  for  brutal  power, 
Strode  like  an  arch,  and  menaced  like  a  tower  ! 

Then  ALLA — "  Soon  as  Phofphor's  dewy  ray 
"  Shall  gild  the  (hade,  bright  promifcr  of  day, 

"  Prepared 

And  if  this  knight  wol  Averen,  how  that  (he 
This  woman  flow,  yet  wol  we  us  avife, 
Whom  that  we  wol  that  Ihal  ben  our  juftice. 

82.  A  Breton 
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"  Prepared  and  meted  with  the  morning  light, 
"  Be  thfc  rail'd  barrier,  and  the  lifts  of  fight: 
"   Then,  e'er  the  fun,  iwitt  mounting  up  the  fky, 
"  View.s  thi-  wide  world  wkh  his  meridian  ey^, 
"  \Vhilf  i  flu  ing  from  the  trumpets  brazen  throat 
"  1>  riance  loudly  -breathes  its  martial  note, 
"  I;  n.iply  -Heaven,  noc  impotent  ro  aid, 
i6  With  interpofing  arm  ^prote-A  the  Maid, 
"  Some  anceij  or  unloolcd  tor  champion  Tend, 
<e  And  with  prevailing  rriniftry  derend  ; 
«V  Freed  be  the  Fair,  and  i  potleis  be  her  fame  — 
<c  E'er  evening  elle^  fhe  feeds  the  hungry  flame  !" 
So  fp  ke  the  Prince,  defcending  from  his  throne  : 
Sad  through  the  concourfe  went  the  lengthening 
groan  j 

The 


A  Breton  book,  written 
Was  fet,  and  on  this  bonk  he  .fworc 
She  giitif  was,  and  in  the  mene  whiles 
Anhond  him  fmote  upon  the'nekke  bone, 
That-doun  he  fell  at  -ones  as  a  lione  : 
And  both  his  eyen  brofl  out  of  his  face 
In  fight  of  everybody  in  that  place. 

83- 

A  vois  was  herd,  in  -"general  -audieflee, 
That  fayd;  Thou  haft  klefelandredgilteks 

The 
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The  Maid,   to  death  inevitably  doom'd, 

A  guiltlefs  victim  every  heart  prcluriiw  ; 

To  her  they  confecrate  the  pitying  tear, 

Nor  e'er,  till  then,  could  think  their  Prince  fevere. 

CONSTANT!  A'  (fthtfri  with  firm  tho*  hopelcfs  eye 
She  now  perceived  the  fatal  hour  drew  hi'gh) 
In  confcious  innocence  erects  her  head  : 
With  dtfabt  betted',  all  care  and  terror  fled  5 
Death  dole  from  triumph  t:o  adorn  her  ftnte-, 
And  gave  a  fmile  beyond  the  reach  of  fate. 
All  night,  in  prayer  and  mental  fongi  the  -Maid, 
With  Angels  choir'd,  her  foul  for  Heaven  array  'd  : 
Light  from  her  heart,  as  fu  miner's  careleis  robe, 
Dropt  each  affection  of  this  fin-worn  globe  ; 

far 

The  doughter  of  holy  chirche  in  high  prepuce  ; 
Thus  halt  thou  don,  "and  "yet  hold  I  my  "pees. 
Of  this  mrrvaille  :r  11  the  pfce*, 

As  mafed  folk  they  ftondca  cverich  en 
For  drede'of  Wreche,  iave  CuiVancc  alone. 

84. 


Gret  wns  the  drcclc  an-.l'cfko 
Of  hem  thr.t  haddcr.  .ufpeftion. 

Upon  this  fely  innocent'Cuibmce  ; 
An-  ion, 

And  byCoitances  mediation, 
The  king,  and  many  another  in  that  place, 
Converted  was,  thanked  be  Grilles  grace. 
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O'er  honour,  late  fo  loved,  o'er  brutal  foes, 
And  every  fenfe  of  mortal  coil  fhe  rofe ; 
Till  tow'rd  the  dawn  fhe  gently  funk  to  reft, 
"With  all  Elyfium  open'd  in  her  bread. 

Gray  morning  now  involved  in  rifing  dew, 
O'er  the  capt  hills  her  ftreaming  mantle  threw  * 
While,  far  beyond,  the  horizontal  fun 
With  beam  of  interfered  brightnefs  fhone  5 
Gold  paved  o'er  ocean  ftretch'd  his  glittering  road, 
And  to  the  ihore  the  lengthening  radiance  glowed. 
Full  in  his  fight,  and  open  to  the  main, 
Concurring    fquadrons    throng'd    Northumbria's 

plain : 

To  learn  what  fate  attends  the  foreign  Fair, 
Each  fex  and  age  in  mingling  routs  repair, 
Whom,  pourM  by  millions  to  the  lifted  field, 
Difpeopled  towns,)  and  emptied  hamlets  yield. 
Within  the  lifts,  confpicuous  to  the  fight, 
Rode  the  proud  ftature  of  the  Saxon  knight : 
His  mien,  with  thirft  of  oppofition  fired, 
Appeared  to  menace  what  it  moft  defired ; 
Gave  all  to  wiQi  fome  champion  for  the  Fair, 
Gave  all  to  wifh  the  fight,  but  none  to  dare. 
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His  bold  defiance  o'er  the  meafured  ground, 
The  brazen  blafts  of  winding  clarions  found ; 
While  ftrong  lung'd  heralds  challenge  to  the  fight, 
And  feem,  at  once,  to  threaten,  and  invite. 

And  now,  expectant  of  the  murderous  flame, 
In  fable  pomp  the  Lovely  Victim  came : 
On  her,  all  looks,  and  centering  hearts  were  fix'd, 
Love,  grief,  and  awe,  with  foft  companion  mix'd ; 
To  Heaven,  the  voice  of  wide  affliction  cries ; 
Earth  drinks  the  tribute  of  ten  thoufand  eyes- 
Such  fighs,  as  from  the  dying  breaft  expire, 
And  tears,  as  meant  to  quench  a  world  on  fire. 
To  the  tall  pyre,  in  fad  proceffion  led, 
The  Tranquil  Maid  afcends  her  fylvan  bed ; 
And  fearlefs  on  the  funeral  fummit  placed, 
Her  feat  of  fearful  preparation  graced. 
Hence,  with  wide  gaze,  (he  threw  her  eyes  around, 
Nor  ALLA,  cruel,  lovely  ALLA,  found. 

"  Ah,"  foft  me  faid,  cc  where's  this  heroic  youth, 
"  So  famed  for  clemency,  fo  famed  for  truth ; 
"  So  fage,  fo  cautious  in  the  cafuift's  chair, 
"  Too  firm  to  deviate,  and  too  juft  to  fpare; 
"  To  ftrangers  cruel,  tho*  to  fubjects  kind ; 
*'  In  law  difcerning,  yet  to  mercy  blind  ? 

«  Why 
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"  Why  comes  npt  he  to  feaft  his  fay  age  eyes* 
"  And  view  the  pains  he  can  fo  well  devife  ? 
«  Heaven  framed  thee,  ALLA,  with  exterior  art, 
"  Soften'd  thy  form,  but  left  a  flinty  heart ; 
"  Too  perfect  elfe  had  been  the  beauteous  plan, 

ALIA    had   been   fomething  more    than 
!» 


Thus  while  fhe  fpoke,  a  diftant  murmur  rofe, 
As  when  the  wind  thro'  ruftling  fore  ft  blows ; 
And  gathering  now  ftill  louder  and  more  near, 
To  mute  attention  turn'd  each  liftening  ear. 
Diftindlly  heard  along  the  lifted  ground, 
To    trumpets,    now,    flirill    anfwmng    trumpets 

found  5 

A  clamorous  cheer  from  rank  to  rank  extends, 
And  fudden  moutthe  deafen'd  welkin  rends. 
Straight,  uflier'd  to  the  field  with  loud  acclaim, 
A  knight  unknown,  and  ,u,n,attended,came: 
No  trophied  boaft,  no  outward  mine  of  arms, 
Nor  love  device,  with  quaint  attraction  charms  5 
Unplumed  the  motion  of -}iis  -fable  creft, 
Arid  tyack.the  guardian  corfelet  on  his  breaft  > 
Black  was  the  deed  that  bore  him  to  the  field, 
And  black  the  terror  of  his  ample  fhield. 


C  O  N  S  T  A  N  T  I  A.  335 

As  when,  to  flake  lerne's  feverifh  plain, 
And  check  the  Dog-ftar's  fhort  but  fultry  reign, 
A  cloud,  full-freighted  with  the  coming  ftorm, 
Black- brow'd  o'er  ocean  lifts  its  cumberous  form, 
Dread,  to  the  fhore  its  gloomy  progrefs  bends, 
And  charged  with  Heaven's  avenging  bolt   fuf- 

pends — 

So  to  the  field  the  gloomy  champion  fhow'd  •, 
So  charged  with  mercy,  as  with  vengeance  rode. 

Where  the  Bright  Vi&im  bled  the  circling  view, 
Clofe  to  the  pyre  the  fable  warrior  drew  : 
"  Guilty,"  aloud,  "  or  innocent  ?"  he  cried — 
"  Ah  guiltlefs— fo  help  Heaven!"  the  Maid  re-  j 

plied; 
•c  So  by  this  arm,"  he  faid,  "  may  Heaven  for  I 

thee  decide!" 

Surprifed  Rodolphus  flood  ;  abafh'd  the  bold, 
And  like  a  torrent  in  mid  courfe  controll'd* 
Abafh'd  to  find,  that  any  mortal  wight 
Could  fingly  dare  to  match  his  matchlefs  might. 
But  foon,  of  confcious  force,  and  fcorn,  and  pride, 
With  two- fold  fury  fwelled  the  impetuous  tide : 

a  Refiilkfs, 
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Refifllefs,  dreadful,  in  his  wrath  he  rofe ; 
For  courage  ftill  with  oppofition  grows. 

Attending  heralds  ftraight  divide  the  field, 
And  the  dire  interval  for  combat  yield. 
To  either  goal  retired  each  threatful  knight, 
Fierce  thro'  reftraint,  and  trembling  for  the  fight, 
On  each  by  turns  was  every  look  intent, 
Now  here,  now  there,  with  fwift  emotion  bent : 
Perch'd  on  the  fummit  of  the  Stranger's  creft, 
Here  conqueft  feetn'd  to  every  eye  confeft ; 
Not  long  confeft,  for  from  his  rival,  there, 
Again  the  varying  judgment  learns  defpair; 
For  every  wifh  aflumed  the  Stranger's  part, 
And  quick  expectance  throbb'd  in  every  heart, 

Fix'd  in  his  feat,  each  waits  the  dread  career, 
And  in  each  reft  firm  fits  the  ponderous  fpear ; 
Each  confcious  (teed  impatient  beats  the  ground ; 
Eager  and  wan  was  every  face  around. 
The  fignal  given,  they  vanifh  from  the  goals ; 
Earth  backward  fpurn'd  from  either  courfer  rolls ; 
Space  gathers  quick  beneath  their  nimble  feet, 
And    horfe    to    horfe,   tremendous  fhock !    they 
meet. 

Nor 
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Not  yet  blind  wrath,  or  head-long  valour  ruled  ; 
More  forceful  was  their  force,  by  judgment  cool'd : 
The  deadly  aim  each  hoftile  eye  felects, 
Each  eye  too  marks  where  either  arm  directs  ; 
With  art  they  ward,  and  with  dread  action  wield, 
Point  with  the  lance,  and  parry  with  the  fhield. 
Full  at  the  bofom  of  his  active  foe, 
Rodolphus  levell'd  the  refilllefs  blow ; 
But  from  his  oblique  buckler  glanced  the  fpear, 
Which  elfe,  nor  targe,  nor  mortal  arm  could  bear. 
Not  fo  his  lance  the  Sable  Champion  fped, 
Feign'd  at  the  bread,  then  brandifti'd  at  the  head  ; 
Thro'  his  foe's  fhield  the  verging  weapon  preft, 
And  razed  the  plume  that  wanton'd  on  his  creft. 
Together,  with  impetuous  onfet  pufh'd, 
Thus  horfe  to  horfe,  and  man  to  man,  they  rufh'd  ; 
Then  backward,   driven  by  mutual  (hock,  they 

bound  : 
Beneath  the  conflict  (hakes  the  fuffering  ground. 

So  wing'd,  in  war,  or  darknefs,  on  the  deep, 
Two  (hips  adverfe  the  mediate  ocean  fweep : 
With  horrid  brunt  joins  each  encountering  prow; 
Loud  roars  the  rifted  furge,  and  foams  below  ; 

VOL.  I.  Z  Sails, 
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Sails,  fhrowds,  and  mads,  all  Oliver  in  the  toil, 
And  backward  to  their  ilerns  the  foundering  keels 
recoil. 

But  each  well  fkill'd  in  every  warlike  meed, 
New  to  the  charge  revives  his  finking  fleed ; 
Swift  from  his  fide  his  fteely  terror  drew, 
And  on  his  foe  with  anfwering  fury  flew. 
The  fway  long  time  intemperate  valour  bore, 
While  artlefs  rage  unlearn5;!  the  warrior's  lore : 
On  their,  hack'd  arms  the  reftlefs  peal  defcends, 
Targe,  plate,  and  mail,  and  riven  corfelet,  rends  -y 
Struck  from  their  helms,  the  fteely  fparks  afpire, 
And  from  their  fwords  forth  ftreams  the  mingling 
fire. 

As  in  the  glow  of  fbrrie  Vnlcanian  fhed, 
Two  brawny  fmiths  heave  high  the  ponderous  fled, 
Full  front  to  front,  a  grizzly  pair,  they  ftand  \ 
Between  their  arms  extends  the  fiery  brand  \ 
Huge  ftrokes  from  the  tormented  anvil  bound  ; 
Thick  flames  the  air;5  and  groans  the  labouring 
ground — 

So  toil'd  thefe  heroes.with  commutual  rage, 

And  fuch  reciprocated  combat  wage. 

Around 
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Around  thern,  trembling  Expectation  waits  ; 
With  fpeechlds  horror  every  bofom  beats  ; 
For  either  feem'd  refiftleis  in  the  fight, 
But  each  too  ll-em'd  to  match  re  fid  lefs  might- 
Surprized  at  length  the  wary  warriors  own 
A  rival  to  their  arms  till  then  unknown  ; 
With  mutual  wile  defenfive  now  they  fought, 
And  mutual  wounds  a  mutual  caution  taught : 
All  dint  of  force,  and  itratagem,  they  try, 
Reach  with  their  arms,  and  meafurewith  their  eyej 
They  feint,  they  ward,  ftrikeout,  and  now  evade, 
Foin  with  the  point,  and  parry  with  the  blade  j 
Probe  each  defect,  fome  purpofed  limb  expofe, 
Now  grappling  feize,  and  with  dread  union  clofe  j 
Their  w^iils  with  unenamour'd  grafp  they  wind  ; 
Their  arms,  like  cramps,  and  forceful  engines,  bind ; 
Each  drives  to  lift  the  other  from  his  fear, 
Heaved  thick,  and  fhorr,  their  labouring  bofoms 

beat  j 
Struggling  they  gripe,  they  pull,  they  bend,  they 

drain, 

But  firm  and  dill  unfway'd  their  feats  retain  j 
Till  loofcd  as  by  confent  agiin  they  turn, 
And  with  reviving  force  and  fury  burn. 

Z  2  Thus 
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Thus  future  ages  had  this  fight  beheld, 
Where  both  all  might  excelling,  none  excelled, 
Had  not  Rodolphus  with  impafiion'd  pride, 
High  heaved  a  blow  that  fhould  at  once  decide, 
His  utmoft  powers  collected  in  the  ftroke — 
Like  thunder  o'er  the  yielding  foe  he  broke  : 
The  foe  elufive  of  the  dire  intent, 
His  force  in  air  the  embarrafs'd  Pagan  fpent, 
And  by  his  bulk  of  curnberous  poife  o'erfway'd, 
Full  on  his  helm  received  the  adverfe  blade  : 
Prone  fell  the  Giant  o'er  a  length  of  ground  ; 
With  ceafelefs  fliouts  the  echoing  heavens  refound. 

As  from  the  brow  of  fome  impending  fteep. 
The  fportive  diver  views  the  briny  deep, 
From  his  high  fland  with  headlong  action  flies, 
And  turns  his  heels  retorted  to  the  Ikies  ; 
Inverted  fo  the  bulky  Chief  o'erturns, 
And  heaven,  with  heel  of  quick  elation,  fpurns. 

Lightfrom  his  deed  the  conquering  Hero  fprung, 
And  threatful  o*er  the  proflrate  monfter  hung  : 
He,  with  feign'd  penitence,  and  humbled  breath, 
Fond  to  evade  the  fear'd,  the  impending  death, 

(The 
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{The  inftant  weapon  glittering  at  his  bread) 
The  murderous  fcene  and  nightly  guilt  confeft. 

Mean-while,  attended  by  the  fhouting  crew, 
The  Fair,  now  freed,  to  greet  her  Champion  flew  \ 
For  not  of  mortal  arm  the  Chief  me  thought, 
But  Heaven's  own  delegate  with  vengeance  fraught. 
When  now,  enchanting  to  the  Warrior's  fight, 
The  Maid  drew  near,  the  Maid  as  Angels  bright, 
His  beaver  from  his  lovely  face  he  rais'd, 
And  all  on  ALLA,  conquering  ALLA,  gazed  : 
Earth,  fea,  and  air,  with  endlefs  triumph  ring, 
And  fhouting  thoufands  hail  their  Vidor  King. 
NotfoCoNSTANTiA, — ftruck  with  ftrange  furprize, 
Her  great  deliverer  in  her  judge  fhe  eyes  ; 
Conqueft  and  love  upon  his  regal  brow, 
A  cruel  judge,  but  kind  deliverer  now  : 
Soft  fhame,  and  trembling  awe,  her  ftep  repreft, 
And  wondrous  gratitude  difturb'd  her  bread  •, 
Joys,  fainting  fears,  quick  thrill'd  through  every 

vein, 
And  fcarce  her  limbs  their  beauteous  charge  fuftain. 


How  widely  devious  from  the  ways  of  man, 
Is  the  great  maze  of  Providential  plan  ! 

Z  3  Vain 


342  C  O  N  S  T  A  N  T  I  A. 

Vain  man,  fhort-fighted  politician  !  dreams, 
That  things  fhall  move  fubfervient  to  his  fchemes ; 
But  Heaven  the  fond  projector  undermines, 
And  makes  the  agent  thwart  his  own  defigns ; 
Aeainft  it  felf  the  initrument  employs, 
And  with  the  means  the  end  propofed  deftroys. 
What  (hall  preven.t  OMNISCIENCE  to  direct  ? 
And  what,  -what  can't  OMNIPOTENCE  effect  ? 
HE  to  the  event  fubdues  the  oppofmg  caufe, 
And   light  from   darknefs,    wondrous   influence, 

draws ; 

Defeat  from  conqueft,  infamy  from  fame  5 
And  oft  to  honour  paves  the  path  of  fhame. 
Why  then  this  toil,  and  coil,  and  anxious  care  ? 
Why  does  man  triumph,  why  does  man  defpair? 
Why  does  he  chufe  by  vicious  fteps  to  fcale, 
Where  VIRTUE  may,,  at  leaft  as  well,  prevail? 
Since  not  in  him  his  proper  fortune  lies, 
And  Heaven  alone  ordains  his  fall  or  rife ! 
Man  may  propofr,  but  only  Heaven  muft  fpeed ; 
And  tho*  the  will  is  free,  the  event's  decreed. 
Be  then  the  fcope  of  every  act,  and  thought, 
To  will,  and  do,  ftill  fimply  as  we  ought ; 
The  lefs  fhall  Difappointment's  fling  annoy, 
And  each  fuccefs  will  bring  a  double  joy  : 

To 
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To  boundlefs  POWER  and  PRESCIENCE   leave  the 

reft  -, 
JSut  tho-.»  enjoy  the  province  in  thy  bread! 

Lo!  in  one  hour,  by  fortune  unforeseen, 
The  lowly  Criminal  becomes  the  Queen  j 
From  lhanie  to  glory,  anguifn  to  repofe, 
From  death  to  life,  and  bonus  to  freedom  role. 
In  love,  as  war,   refiillcfs,  ALLA  woo'd, 
And  whom  he  won  by  arms,  by  fuit  fubdued  : 
CONSTANTIA  with  her  fecret  wifli  complied, 
For  ALLA  would  not,  could  not  be  denied. 

Nor 

85. 

This  falfe  knight  was  (lain  for  his  untrouthe 
By  jugement  of  Alia  haftily  ; 
And  yet  Cuftance  had  of  his  deth  gret  routhe  ; 
And  after  this  Jefus  of  his  mercy 
Made  Alia  wedden  ful  folempnely 
This  holy  woman,  that  is  fo  bright  and  mene, 
And  thus  hath  Crift  ymade  Cuftance  a  quene. 

86. 

But  who  was  woful  (if  I  ihal  not  lie) 
Of  this  wedding  but  Donegild  and  no  mo, 
The  kinges  mother,  ful  of  tyrannic  ? 
Hire  thoughte  hire  curfed  herte  brad  atwo  ; 
She  wolde  not  that  hire  fone  had  do  fo ; 
Hire  thoughte  a  defpit,  that  he  fhulde  take 
So  flrange  a  creature  unto  his  make. 

Z  4  87,   M« 
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Nor  lift  we  here,  with  pomp  of  long  arrays 
To  blazon  forth  that  chafte  connubial  day-, 
To  tell  what  numbers  numberlefs,  what  knights 
And  glittering  dames  adorn'd  the  feftal  rites  ^ 
What  joys  the  banquet  or  the  bowl  could  yield, 
Or  what  the  trophies  of  the  tilting  field. 
JLoud  were  the  revels,  boundlefs  was  the  mirth, 
That  hail'd  the  fweetefl  brighteft  pair  on  earth — 
Of  men,  the  wifeft,  braveft,  faireft,  He ; 
Of  all  that's  beautiful  moft  beauteous,  She  ! 
Love,  nature,  harmony,  the  union  claim'd, 
And  each  for  each,  and  both  for  one  were  framed. 
But  we  of  fubfequent  adventure  treat, 
And  haften  to  unfold  their  future  fate. 

Some  months  young  ALLA  and  his  peerlefs  bride, 
In  cordial  bond  of  dear  accordance  tied, 

Had 

87. 

Me  lift  not  of  the  chaf  ne  of  the  fire 
Maken  fo  long  a  tale,  as  of  the  corn. 
What  Ihulde  I  tellen  of  the  realtee 
Of  this  mariage,  or  which  cours  goth  beforn, 
Who  bloweth  in  a  trompe  or  in  an  horn  ? 
The  fruit  of  every  tale  is  for  to  fay ; 
They  ete  and  drinke,  and  dance,  and  ling,  and  play. 

88. 

They  gon  to  bed,  as  it  was  fkill  and  right, 
J'cr  though  that  wives  ben  ful  holv  thin  PCS, 

They 
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Had  look'd  and  fmiled  the  precious  hours  away, 
And  fed  on  blifs  that  ne'er  could  know  decay: 
He,  whofe  charm'd  ear  on  that  enchanting  tongue 
With  third  of  fondeft  inclination  hung, 
Won  by  a  preacher  with  fo  fair  a  face, 
Becomes  the  zealous  profelyte  of  Grace  •, 
And  fubjefts  too  their  heathenifh  rites  forego, 
For  dill  from  courts,  or  vice,  or  virtues  flow. 
But  ah!  too  foon,  from  beauty's  fofter  charms, 
War,  rigorous  war,  and  Scotia  call  to  arms ; 
CONSTANTA  mufl  her  blooming  Hero  yield, 
For  Honour  fends  him  to  the  embatteU'd  field. 

Mean-while 

They  molten  take  in  patience  a  night 
Swiche  maner  neceflaries,  as  ben  plefinges 
To  folk  that  han  ywedded  hem  with  ringes, 
And  lay  a  lite  hir  holinefle  afide 
As  for  the  time,  it  may  no  bet  betide. 


On  hire  he  gat  a  knave  childe  anon, 
And  to  a  bifliop,  and  his  conftable  eke 
He  toke  his  wif  to  kepe,  whan  he  is  gon 
To  Scotland  ward,  his  fomen  for  to  feke. 
Now  faire  Cuftance,  that  is  fo  humble  and  meke, 
So  long  is  gon  with  childe  til  that  ftill 
She  halt  hire  chambre,  abiding  Criftes  will. 

90.   The 
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Mean-while,  the  pregnant  fruit  of  chafte  delight 
With  a  male  infant  crown'd  the  nuptial  rite  j 
All  fweet  and  lovely  as  the  fmiling  morn, 
MAURITIUS  was  to  blefs  a  nation  born  : 
Their  pledge  of  future  blifs,  their  princely  boy, 
The  Britons  hail  with  nniverfal  joy  j 
Their  fancy  frames  him  what  their  prayers  require, 
Sweet  as  their  Queen,  and  valiant  as  his  Sire. 
OfFa,  to  whom  the  King's  departing  care, 
Ineflimable  charge  !  configned  the  Fair, 
Advice  of  loyal  gratulation  fent, 
To  glad  his  Sovereign  with  the  bleft  event. 

*But  Donnegiida,  cruel,  crafty  dame, 
Great  ALLA'S  mother,  over-fond  of  fame, 
She,  (as  all  antique  parents,  wondrous  fage, 
For  youth  project  the  inappetence  of  age, 

Each 

90. 

The  time  is  come,  a  knave  child  Ihe  bere  ; 
Mauricius  at  the  fcntftone  they  him  calle. 
This  conflable  doth  forth  come  a  mefTager, 
And  wrote  unto  his  king  that  cleped  was  Alle, 
How  that  this  blisful  tiding  is  befalle, 
And  other  tidings  fpedeful  for  to  fay. 
He  hath  the  lettre,  and  forth  he  goth  his  way. 

91.   This 
*  See  Stanza  86. 
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Each  fcnfc  endearing  and  humane  <ldpife, 

And  on  the  Mammon  feaft  their  down-call  eyes) 

Malevolent  beheld  a  Scranger  led* 

Unknown,  unfriended,  to  the  Regal  Bed  : 

For  in  the  fecret  clofet  of  her  bread, 

CONSTANTIA  her  imperial  birth  luppreft, 

Till  Heaven  (hould  perfect  the  connubial  band, 

And  with  her  Royal  Offspring  blefs  the  land. 

"  Ah!  ill-timed  caution!  were  this  truth  declared, 

"  What  a  vaft  cod  of  future  woe  was  fpared  ! 

"  But   where  Heaven's    will  the    unequal    caufe 

fupplies, 
"  To  fet  the  world  on  fire  a  fpark  may  well  fuffice." 

\ 
The  fubtile  dame,  who  now  the  occafion  fpied 

To  tear  CONSTANTIA  from  her  ALLA'S  fide, 

Dcbauch'd 

91. 

This  meflager,  to  don  his  avantage, 
Unto  the  kinges  mother  rideth  fwithe, 
And  falueth  hire  ful  faire  in  his  langage. 
Madame,  quod  he,  ye  may  be  glad  and  blithe, 
And  thanken  God  an  hundred  thoufand  fithe  ; 
My  lady  quene  hath  child,  withouten  doute, 
The  joye  and  bliffe  of  all  this  regne  aboutc. 

92. 

Lo  here  the  lettre  feled  of  this  thing, 
That  I  mofl  bere  in  all  the  haft  I  may : 

5  If 
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Debauch'd  the  meflenger,  his  mandate 'dole, 
And  forged  in  OftVs  name  the  crafty  fcroll ; 
Wherein  fhe  framed  a  tale  with  wondrous  art, 
"  How  the  feign'd  Fair  <by   witchcraft  won  his 

heart, 

"  Seduced  his  fenfes  with  infernal  lore, 
"  And  a  dread  monfler,  hideous  offspring!  bore." 

But 

If  ye  wol  ought  unto  your  fone  the  king, 
I  am  your  fervant  bothe  night  and  day. 
Donegilde  anfwerd,  As  now  at  this  time  nay  ; 
But  here  I  wol  all  night  thou  take  thy  reft, 
To-morwe  wol  I  lay  thee  what  me  left. 


9J- 

This  meilager  drank  fadly  ale  and  wine, 
And  ftolen  were  his  lettres  prively 
Out  of  his  box,  while  he  flept  as  a  fwine; 
And  contrefeted  was  ful  fubtilly 
Another  lettre,  wrought  ful  fmfully, 
Unto  the  king  direcle  of  this  matere 
Fro  his  conftable,  as  ye  fhal  after  here. 

94- 

This  lettre  {pake,  the  quene  delivered  wa* 
Of  fo  horrible  a  fendliche  creature, 
That  in  the  caftle  non  fo  hardy  was 
That  any  while  dorfte  therein  endure  : 
The  mother  was  an  elfe  by  aventure 
Ycome,  by  charmes  or  by  forcerie, 
And  everich  man  hateth  hire  compagnie. 

9  95*  Wo 
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But  ALLA,  of  whofe  fond,  whofe  faithful  breaft, 
His  Confort  was  the  dear  eternal  gueft, 
Unmoved,  return'd  —  <c  PIi  ..is  too  refined, 

"  Without  the  juft  allay  that  Heaven  aflignL^  , 
*'  And  what  CONSTANTIA  bore,  or  Heaven  de 

creed, 
"  To  be  unwelcome,  muft  be  ftrange  indeed  !" 

This  letter  too  the  courier,  as  before, 
To  Britain's  Dowager  unweeting  bore  -9 

And 

95- 

Wo  was  this  king  whan  he  this  lettre  had  feln, 
But  to  no  wight  he  told  his  forwes  fore, 
But  of  his  owen  hand  he  wrote  again  ; 
Welcome  the  fonde  of  Crift  for  evermore 
To  me,  that  am  now  lerned  in  his  lore  : 
Lord,  welcome  be  thy  luft  and  thy  plefance, 
My  luft  1  put  all  in  thyn  ordinance. 


Kepeth  this  child,  al  be  it  foule  or  faire, 
And  eke  my  wif,  unto  min  home  coming  : 
Crift  whan  him  lift  may  fenden  me  an  heire, 
More  agreable  than  this  to  my  liking. 
This  lettre  he  feled,  prively  weping, 
Which  to  the  mefiager  was  taken  fone, 
And  forth  he  goth,  ther  is  no  more  to  done, 

97- 

O  meflager  fulfilled  of  dronkene/Te, 
Strong  is  thy  breth,  thy  limmes  faltren  ay, 

And 
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And  in  the  forfeit  of  oblivions  wine 
Left  her  to  perpetrate  the  black  defign. 
This  too  fhe  canceled,  forged  the  Regal  Hand, 
And  pitylefs  infcribed  "  the  dire  command, 

"  With 

And  thou  bewreieil  alle  fecrenefle  ; 
Thy  mind  is  lorne,  thou  jangleft  as  a  jay ; 
Thy  face  is  tourned  in  a  new  array  ; 
Ther  dronkeneffe  regneth  in  any  route,, 
Ther  is  no  cohfeil  hid  withouten  doute. 


O  Donegild,  I  ne  have  non  Englifh  digne 
Unto  thy  malice,  and  thy  tirannie  : 
And  therfore  to  the  fende  1'thee  refignc, 
Let  him  enditen  of  thy  traitorie. 
Fy  mannifli,  fy ;  o  nay  by  God  I  lie  ; 
Fy  fendliche  fpirit,  for  I  dare  wel  telle, 
Though  thou  here  walke,  thy  fpirit  is  in  hefle. 

99. 

This  meffager  cometh  fro  the  king  again, 
And  at  the  kinges  modres  court  he  light, 
And  me  was  of  this  meffager  ful  fayn, 
And  plefed  him  in  all  that  ever  me  might. 
He  dranke,  and  wel  his  girdel  underpight  j 
He  flepeth,  and  he  fnoreth  in  his  gife 
All  night,  until  the  fonne  gan  arife. 

ICO. 

Eft  were  his  lettres  ftolen  everich  on. 
And  contrefeted  lettres  in  this  wife. 

The 
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«  With  threats,  that  Offa,  to  the  wonted  fea, 
"  Should  the  falfe  Queen  and  hated  Imp  convey; 
"  And  there  permit  the  now  detefted  Dame 
<c  To  feek  the  fhore  from  whence  the  forcerefs 


came." 


When  Offa  had  the  barbarous  mandate  read, 
To  Heaven  his  eyes  and  lifted  hands  he  fpread. 

Like 

The  king  commanded  his  conftable  anon 
Up  peine  of  hanging  and  of  high  jewife, 
That  he  ne  fliuide  foffren  in  no  wife 
Cuftance  within  his  regne  for  to  abide 
Three  dales  and  a  quarter  of  a  tide  ; 

101. 

But  in  the  fame  fhip  as  he  hire  frtad, 
Hire  and  hire  yonge  fone,  and  all  hire  gere 
He  fhulde  put,  and  croudehire  fro  tlie  lend, 
And  charge  hire,  that  me  never  eft  come  there. 
O  my  Cuftance,  wel  may  thy  ghoft  have  fere, 
And  flepingin  thydreme  ben  in  penance, 
Whan  Donegild  caft  all  this  ordinance. 

102. 

This  meffager  on  morwc  whan  he  a\v 
Unto  the  caftel  halt  the  nexte  way ; 
And  to  the  conflablc  he  the  lettre  toke  ; 
And  whan  that  he  this  pitous  lettre  fey, 
Fal  oft  he  fnyd  alas,  and  wala  wa ; 
Lord  Crift,  quod  he,  how  may  this  world  endure  ? 
So  ful  of  fmne  is  many  a  creature. 

103.   O  mighty 
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Like  Niobe  to  marble  turn'd,  he  flood  •, 
Grief,  fear,  and  horror,  froze  the  generous  blood : 
Again  he  flirr'd,  as  from  fome  wiftful  dream  ; 
Again  he  read — alas!  he  read  the  fame. 

But,  tho'  in  terms  of  foothing  phrafe  expreft, 
When  now  CONSTANTIA  learn'd  her  Lord's  beheftp 
Keen  anguifh,  piercing  to  the  fprings  of  life, 
At  .once  arrefts  the  Mother  and  the  Wife  : 
For  not,  to  her  alone  confined,  as  late 
When  bold  (he  flood  the  weightiefl  ftroke  of  fate, 

A  thou- 


103. 

O  mighty  God,  if  that  it  be  thy  will, 
Sin  thou  art  rightful  juge,  how  may  it  be  J 

That  thou  wolt  foffren  innocence  to  (pill, 
And  wicked  folk  regne  in  profperitee  ? 
A  good  Cuftance,  alas !  fo  wo  is  me, 
That  I  mote  be  thy  turmentour,  or  dey 
On  fhames  deth,  ther  is  non  other  wey. 

104. 

Wepen  both  yong  and  old  in  al  that  place, 
Whan  that  the  king  this  curfed  lettre  fent : 
And  Cuftance  with  a  dedly  pale  face 
The  fourthe  day  toward  the  fhip  me  went : 
But  natheles  me  taketh  in  good  entent 
The  will  of  Crift,  and  kneling  on  the  ftrond 
She  fayde,  Lord,  ay  welcome  be  thy  fond. 

105.  tit 
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A  thoufand  cares  of  Toft  endearing  kind, 
Now  fiiar'-  with  Heaven  the  motion?  of  hrr  mind; 
And  with  fond  thoughts  of  fweet  concern  divide, 
The  melting  Mother,  and  the  clafping  Bride  : 
And  thefe  alone  her  burfting  bofom  rend, 
And  o'er  the  couch  her  lifeiefs  limbs  extend. 

Fame  pour'd  the  mourning  populace  around  : 
In  gnfhing  anguifh  every  eye  is  drown'd  ; 
Compaflion  fet  her  virtues  full  to  view, 
And  with  their  Queen  bade  every  joy  adieu  ; 
Swift  from  his  throne  they  wifh  their  ALLA  hurl'd, 
And  her  crown'd  emprefs  of  the  peopled  world  : 

But 

105. 

He  that  me  kepte  fro  the  falfe  blame, 
While  I  was  in  the  lond  amonges  you, 
He  can  me  kepe  fro  harme  and  eke  fro  fhame 
In  the  fait  fee,  although  I  fe  not  how  : 
As  ftrong  as  ever  he  was,  he  is  yet  now, 
In  him  trufl  I,  and  in  his  mother  dere, 
That  is  to  me  my  fail  and  eke  my  ftere. 


Hire  litel  child  lay  weping  in  hire  arm, 
And  kneling  pitoufly  to  him  me  faid, 
Pees,  litel  fone,  I  wol  do  thee  no  harm  : 
With  that  hire  couverchief  of  hire  hed  Ihe  braid, 
And  over  his  litel  eyen  me  it  laid, 

Vol.  I,  A  a 
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But  ah  !  in  vain  their  prayers  and  tears  delay ; 
Strict  was  the  charge,  and  Offa  mufl  obey. 

With  heavy  heajt  and  faint  reluftant  hand, 
He  led  the  Mourner  to  the  neighbouring  flrand  : 
She  to  the  heaving  whitenefs  of  her  bread, 
With  melting  looks,  her  helplefs  Infant  preft ; 
And  thus,  while  fobs  her  piteous  accent  broke, 

Her  little  inattentive,  child  befpoke  . 

"  Weep 

And  in  hire  arme  fhe  lulled*  it  ful  fafl, 
And  into  the  heven  hire  eyen  op  file  call. 

107. 

Mother,  quod  fhe,  and  mayden  bright  Marie, 
Soth  is,  that  thurgh  womannes  eggement 
Mankind  was  lorne,  and  damned  ay  to  die,- 
For  which  thy  child  was  on  a  crois  yrent : 
This  blisful  eyen  faw  all  his  turment, 
Than  is  ther  no  comparifon  betwene 
Thy  wo,  and  any  wo  man  may  fultene, 

108. 

Thou  faw  thy  child  yflain  before  thin  eyen, 
And  yet  now  liveth  my  litel  child  parfay  : 
Now,  lady  bright,  to  whom  all  woful  crien, 
Thou  glory  of  womanhed,  .thou  faire  may, 
Thou  haven  of  refute,  bright  fterre  of  day, 
Rew  on  my  child,  that  of  thy  gentilleffe 
Re  weft  on  every  rewful  in  diftrefle. 

109.   O 
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"  Weep  not,  fweet  Wretch  !  Tho*  fuch  thy  fa* 


ther's 

cc  Yet  haft  thou  one,  one  tender  parent  dill. 
"  Peace,  peace  !  to  thee  thy  Mother  means  no  harm  ; 
<c  Nor  let  our  lot  thy  little  heart  alarm  : 
"  O'er  thee,  till  death,  o'er  thee  my  cares  ftiall 

wake, 
<c  And  love  thee  for  thy  cruel  Father's  fake.*! 

Had  every  fire  as  on  the  banks  of  Nile, 
Loft  his  firft-born  throughout  Britannia's  ifle; 
Or  death  with  undtftinguifh'd  carnage  fwept 
Wives,  fons,  and  fires,  by  all  the  living  wept  ; 

Such 


109. 

O  litel  child,  alas  !  what  is  thy  gilt, 
That  never  wroughteft  finne  as  yet  parde  ? 
Why  wol  thin  harde  fader  have  thee  fpilt  ? 
O  mercy,  dere  conftable,  (quod  fhe) 
As  let  my  litel  child  dwell  here  with  thee  t 
And  if  thou  darft  not  faven  him  fro  blam*, 
So  kifie  him  ones  in  hie  fadres  name. 

IIO. 

Therwith  me  lokcth  backward  to  the  lond> 
And  faide  ;  Farewel,  houlbond  routheles  ! 
And  up  fhe  rift,  and  walketh  doun  the  ftrond 
Toward  the  ftiip,  hire  foloweth  all  the  prces  : 
And  ever  ihe  praieth  hire  child  to  hold  his  pees, 
A  a  z 
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Such  haply  were  the  woes  that  now  deplore 
Their  Queen  attended  to  the  echoing  fliore  : 
They  tear  their  locks,  their  rueful  bofoms  fmite, 
And  trace  her  bark  with  long  purfuing  fight. 

Tedious  it  were,  tho*  wondrous  ftrange  to  tell, 
What  new  adventures  o'er  the  main  befel; 
How  fondly  prattling,  while  her  Infant  fmiled, 
She  the  long  hours  and  wintery  nights  beguiled ; 
Till  feiz'd  by  pirates  on  the  Atlantic  wave, 
A  prince  of  Gallia  bought  the  Imperial  Slave  : 
How,  in  calm  peace  and  friendfhip  long  retain'd, 
High  trufl  and  grace  her  winning  fweetnefs  gain'd  ; 
Till  me  to  Rome,  predeflinate  event ! 
Afibciate  with  her  lord  and  miftrefs  went. 

But 

/ 

And  taketh  hire  leve,  and  with  an  holy  entent 
She  bleffeth  hire,  and  into  the  ftiip  fhe  went. 


III. 

Vitailled  was  the  (hip,-  it  is  no  drede, 
Habundantly  for  hire  a  ful  Jong  fpace  ; 
And  other  neceflaries  that  (huld  nede 
She  had  ynow,  herieci  be  G  oddes  grace : 
For  wind  and  wether,  almighty  God  purchace, 
And  bring  hire  home,  I  can  no  better  fay, 
But  in  the  fee  Ihe  driveth  forth  hire  way. 

112.  Alia 
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But  now  to  Britain  Jet  the  Mule  repair; 
For  there  the  valiant  ALLA  claims  her  care. 
Triumphant  foon  from  Scotia  he  return'd, 
And  to  behold  his  loved  CONSTANT!  A  burn'd : 
This  wings  his  feet  along  the  toilfome  way— 
But  thoughts  are  fwifter,  fwifter  far  than  they  ; 
Hope,  elevate,  the  diftant  journey  metes, 
And  to  his  march  his  heart  the  meaiure  beats. 

But  when  o'er  Tweed  he  led  his  conquering  hoft, 
And  trode  the  verdure  of  Northumbria's  coall, 
While  laurels  round  their  trophied  temples  twined, 
And  banners  wanton'd  in  the  curling  wind, 
No  wonted  crowds  their  once -loved  ALLA  meet, 
No  proftrate  knees,  or  hailing  voices  greet : 
Blank  was  his  pafiage  o'er  the  penfive  ground, 

And  filence  caft  a  mournful  gloom  around  j 

Or 


112. 

Alia  the  king  cometh  home  fone  after  this 
Unto  his  caftel,  of  the  which  I  told, 
And  aflceth  wher  his  wif  and  his  child  is  ; 
The  conftable  gan  about  his  herte  cold, 
And  plainly  all  the  matere  he  him  to'd 
As  ye  han  herd,  I  can  tell  it  no  better, 

And  fhewed  the  king  his  fele  and  his  letter; 

. 

A  a  3  US-   And 
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Or  if  his  Prince  forrre  ftraggling  pcafant  fpied, 
As  from  a  bafilifk  he  flunk  afide. 

What  this  might  mean,  revolved  within  his  breaft> 
Conjefture  dire,  and  whifpering  doubts  fuggeft  ; 
More  dread  than  death,  fome  hideous  ill  impart--* 
This  the  firft  fear  e'er  feized  on  ALLA'S  heart. 
But  worfe,  O  worfe  than  fancy  yet  could  fear, 
When  now  the  killing  truth  arrefts  his  ear  ! 
Athwart  his  eyes,  and  mantling  round  his  foul* 
Thick  clouds  of  grief  and  dreary  darknefs  roll  5 
His  fenfe,  nor  tears  nor  uttering  groans^ould  tell^ 
But  froze  and  lock'd  in  fpeechlefs  woe  -he  fell. 
At  length  by  care,  by  cruel  kindnefs,  brought 
To  all  the  anguifli  of  returning  thought, 
Swift  from  the  fheath  he  drew  the  deadly  gueft, 
And  would  have  pierc'd  this  vulture  in  his  bread  \ 

Such 


And  faide;  Lord,  as  ye  commanded  me, 
Up  peine  of  deth,  fo  have  I  don  certain. 
This  mefTager  turmented  was,  til  he 
Mofte  beknowe,  and  tellen  plat  and  plain* 
Fro  night  to  night  in  what  place  he  had  lain  : 
And  thus  by  wit  and  fubtil  enquering 
Imagined  was  by  whom  this  harm  gan  /pring. 

114.   The 
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Such  was  the  fting  of  agonizing  pain, 

His  frenzy  would  the  immortal  foul  have  (lain ! 

But  this  prevented,  round  the  attending  crew, 

With  baleful  glance,  his  eager  eyes  he  threw  : 

"  CONSTANTIA!"  he  requires  with  frantic  tongue 

<c  CONSTANTIA  !"  dill  the  reftlefs  accents  fung : 

To  her,  as  prefent,  now  his  fondnefs  fpeaks  j 

As  abfent,  into  defpcrate  aflion  breaks. 

"  O  never,  never  more,  my  Queen  !"  he  cries, 

"  Shall  that  known  form  attract  thefe  dying  eyes ! 

"  Never  ? — O,  'tis  the  word,  the  lad  defpair — 

<c  Never  is  long,  is  wondrous  long  to  bear ! 

"  Down,  down,  ye  cloud-topt  hitls,  your  fum- 

mits  (loop  ; 
*c  With  me,  in  fign  of  endlefs  mourning,  droop  ! 

"  Snapt 

114. 

The  hand  was  knowen  that  the  lettre  wrote, 
And  all  the  venime  of  this  curfed  dedej 
But  in  wkat  wife,  certainly  I  n'ot. 
The  efFeft  is  this,  that  Alia  out  of  drede 
His  moder  flew,  that  moun  men  plainly  rede, 
For  that  fhe  traitour  was  to  hire  ligeance  : 
Thus  endeth  this  old  Donegild  with  mefchance. 

115- 

The  forwe  that  this  Alia  night  and  day 
Makcth  for  his  wif  and  for  his  child  alfo, 

A  a  4  Thar 
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"  Snapt  be  the  fpear,  bright  armour  ground  to  dud  * 

u  Repofe  thou  corflet  in  eternal  ruft ; 

"  Still'd    be   each    tube,    the   trumpet's  warlike 

fwell— 

cc  Empire,  and  fame,  all,  all,  with  Thee,  farewell ! 
"  For  Thee  alone,  thy  conquering  foldier  arm'd, 
**  The    banner    waved,     and    fprightly    clangor 

charm'd  : 

cc  But  arms  and  loathed  defire  with  Thee  are  dead ; 
*•  And  joy— no,  never  to  return — is  fled  !" 

Thus  raved  the  youth,  to  wilful  woes  refigned  j 
And  offer'd  aid  was  ficknefs  to  his  mind. 
To  frenzy  by  uxorious  tranfports  rais'd, 
His  vengeance  on  his  aged  parent  feiz'd  j 
Who,  doom'd  to  lofe  that  too  defigning  head, 
A  viclim  to  his  loved  CONSTANTIA  bled. 

But  violence  in  nature  cannot  laft  : 
What  region's  known  to  bear  eternal  blaft  ? 

Time 

Ther  is  no  tongq  that  it  tellen  may, 
But  now  wol  I  agen  to  Cuftance  go, 
That  fleteth  in  the  fee  in  peine  and  wo 
Five  yere  and  more,  as  liked  Criftes  fbnde, 
Or  that  hire  ihip  appjroched  to  the  londe, 

1 1 6.  Under 
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Time  changes  all,  difiblves  the  melting  rock, 
And  on  hVd  water  turns  the  chryftal  lock. 
Time  o'er  his  anguilh  fhed  a  filent  balm, 
A  peace  unfmihng,  and  a  gloomy  calm; 
By  ill  untaught  to  mourn,  by  joy  to  glow, 

And  ftill  infenfiblc  to  bills  or  woe, 

To 
116. 

Under  an  hethen  cartel  at  the  lart, 
(Of  which  the  name  in  my  text  I  not  find) 
Cuftance  and  eke  hire  child  the  fee  up  caft. 
Almighty  God,  that  faved  all  mankind, 
Have  on  Cuftance  and  on  hire  cnild  fom  mind, 
That  fallen  is  in  hethen  hond  efifone 
In  point  to  fpill,  as  J  fhal  tell  you  fone. 

117. 

Doun  fro  the  cartel  cometh  ther  many  a  wight 
To  gauren  on  this  fhip,'  and  on  Cuitance  : 
But  fhortly  fro  the  cartel  on  a  night, 
The  lordes  fteward  (God  yeve  him  mefchance) 
A  theef,  that  had  reneyed  our  creance, 
Came  into  the  fhip  alone,  and  faid,  he  wolde 
Hire  lemman  be,  whether  fhe  wolde  or  n'olde, 

118. 

Wo  was  this  wretched  woman  tho  begon, 
Hire  childe  cried,  and  fhe  cried  pitoufly  : 
But  blisful  Mary  halpe  hire  right  anon, 
For  with  hire  ftrogling  wel  and  mightily 
The  theef  fell  over  bord  al  fodenly, 
And  in  the  fee  he  drenched  for  vengeance, 

thus  hath  Criii  unwemmed  kept  Cuitance. 

119.  Ofoule 
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O  foule  luft  of  lux-uric,  lo  thin  ende, 
Nat  only  that  thou  fain  tell  m  an  nes  mind, 
But  veraily  thou  woit  his  body  fhencfe. 
Th'ende  of  thy  werk,  or  of  thy  iuftes  blintl, 
Is  complaining  :  how  many  may  men  find, 
That  not  for  werk  fomtime,  but  for  th'entent 
To  don  this  finne,  ben  other  flain  or  fhent. 

120. 

How  may  this  weke  woman  han  the  ftrength 
Hire  to  defend  agam  this  renegate  ? 
O  Golias,  unmefurable  6f  length, 
How  mighte  David  maken  thee  fo  mate  ? 
So  yonge,  and  of  armure  fo  defolate, 
How  dorfl  he  loke  upon  thy  dredful  face  ? 
Wei  may  men  feen  it  was  but  Goddes  grace. 

121. 

Who  yaf  Judith  corage  or  hardlnefTe 
To  fleen  him  Holofernes  in  his  tent, 
And  to  deliver  out  of  wretchednefTe 
The  peple  of  God  ?  I  fay  for  this  en  tent, 
That  right  as  God  fpirit  of  vigour  fent 
To  hem,  and  ilwed  hem  out  of  mefchance, 
$o  fent  he  might  and  vigour  to  Cuftance. 

122. 

Forth  goth  hire  fhip  thurghout  the  narwe  moutii 
Of  Jubaltare  and  Septe,  driving  alway, 
Somtime  Weft,  and  fomtime  North  and  South, 
And  fomtime  E.l,  ful  many  a  wery  day : 
Til  Criftes  moder  (blefTed  be  me  ay) 
Hath  fhapen  thurgh  hire  endeles  goodne/Te 
To  ma,ke  an  end  of  all  hire  hevineiTe, 


Now 
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Nd\v  let  vis  flint  of  Cufhnce  W  a  throw, 

fpeke  we  of  the  Romane  em;  rrcur, 
That  out  of  Surrie  hath  by  lett.es  knowe 
The  fi:uM>hterof  criPrn  folk,  ami  ettffonour 
Don  to  his  doughter  by  a  falfc  iraitu  ur, 
I  mene  the  curfed  wicked  SoudannefTe, 
That  at  the  fell  let  fleen  both  more  and  lefle. 

124- 

For  which  this  emperour  hath  fent  anon 
His  fenatour,  with  real  ordinance, 
And  other  lordes,  God  wote,  many  on, 
On  Surriens  to  taken  high  vengeance  : 
They  brennen,  fleen,  dhd  bring  hem  to  mefchance 
Ful  many  a  day:  but  Ihortly  this  is  th'ende, 
Homward  to  Rome  they  ftiapen  hem  to  wende. 

125. 

This  fenatour  repaireth  with  viclorid 
To  Rome  ward,  fiyling  ful  re.illy. 
And  met  the  fhip  driving,  as  faith  the  florin, 
In  which  Cuftance  fitteth  ful  pitOiffly  : 
Nothing  ne  knew  he  what  fhe  was,  ne  why 
Che  was  in  fwiche  array,  ne  fhe  wil  fey 
Of  hire  eflat,  though  that  fhe  fhnlde  dey. 

126. 

He  bringeth  hire  to  Rome,  and  to  his  wif 
He  yaf  hire,  and  hire  yorige  fone  alfo  : 
And  with  the  fenatour  me  lad  hire  lif. 
Thus  can  our  lady  bringen  out  of  wo 
Woful  Cuflance,  and  many  another  mo  : 

And 
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To  him,  thus  carelefs  of  the  circling  year, 
Five  annual  funs  had  roll'd  their  bright  career: 
To  Heaven  alone,  his  earthly  ardours  turn'd ; 
There,  late  to  meet  the  dear  CONSTANTIA,  burn'd : 
Still  that  fond  hope  remain'd — his  fole  defire !     , 
And  gave  new  wings  to  the  celeftial  fire. 
<c  But  yet — Hereafter ! — What  might  there  betide 
f«  The  blood-ftainM    hand,    by    whom    a  parent 

died? 

This, 

And  longe  time  dwelled  /he  in  that  place, 
In  holy  werkes  ever,  as  was  hire  grace. 

127.- 

The  fenatoures  wif  hire  aunte  was, 
But  for  all  that  fhe  knew  hire  never  the  more  : 
I  wol  no  longer  tarien  In  this  cas, 
But  to  king  Alia,  which  I  fpake  of  yore, 
That  for  his  wif  wepeth  and  fiketh  fore, 
I  wol  returne,  and  let  Lwol  Cuftance 
Under  the  fenatoures  governance. 

128. 

King  Alia,  which  that  had  his  moder  flain, 
Upon  a  day  fell  in  fwiche  repentance, 
That  if  I  fhortly  tellen  fhal  and  plain, 
To  Rome  he  cometh  to  receive  his  penance, 
And  putte  him  in  the  popes  ordinance, 
In  high  and  low,  and  jefu  Grift  befought, 
Foryeve  his  wicked  v^erks  that  he  had  wrought. 
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This,  this  gave  doubtful  thought,  unhinged  his  reft, 
And  fhook  the  region  of  his  contrite  bread  ; 
At  length  taught  fatiate  vengeance  to  relent, 
And  fhipt  for  Rome,  the  Royal  Pilgrim  fent. 

O'er  Tiber  foon  the  far-fraught  tidings  fped, 
(For  far  beyond  the  Warrior's  fame  had  fpread) 
And  Gallia's  Hugo,  to  whole  generous  care, 
Protecting  Heaven  configned  the  wandering  Fair, 
With  thofe  whom  virtuous  approbation  fired, 
(As  dill  the  Brave  are  by  the  Brave  admired) 
To  fee  to  touch  the  gallant  ALL  A  glowed, 
And  rank'd  to  meet  the  Regal  Pilgrim  rode. 
With  all  due  rite  and  anfwering  grace  humane, 
The  courteous  Prince  received  the  fhining  train: 
But  Hugo  chief,  with  port  of  winning  view, 
The  Hero's  eye  and  prime  affection  drew ; 
And  him,  with  note  felected  from  the  reft, 
The  Prince  folicits  for  a  frequent  gueft. 

But 
129. 

The  fame  anon  thurghout  the  toun  is  born, 
How  Alia  king  ftial  come  on  pilgrimage, 
By  herbergeours  that  wenten  him  beforn, 
For  which  the  fenatour,  as  was  ufage, 
Rode  him  againe,  and  many  of  his  linage, 
As  wel  to  fhewen  his  high  magnificence, 
As  to  don  any  king  a  reverence. 

i  *JO.    Gret 
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But  ah!  when  now  it  reach'dCoNSTANTiA's  eaf> 
That  ALLA,  lovely,  barbarous  man,  was  near, 
Pier  foul  a  thoufand  different  thoughts  aflail  ; 
Expell'd  by  turns,  by  turns  they  all  prevail  : 
With  melting  joy  and  burning  love  me  glows, 
With  cooling  grief  and  icy  hate  ihe  froze; 
Dear  to  her  heart,  though  horrid  to  her  will, 
He  was  the  loved  the  charming  ALLA  ftill. 

Nor  Hugo  now,  in  pompous  drefs  array'd, 
To  wait  Britannia's  potent  Lord  delay'd. 
With  him  MAURITIUS  frequent  chat  fupplied, 
A  little  gay  companion  at  his  fide- 
He  beams  a  Ganymede,  in  whofe  fweet  face 

The 

130. 

Gret  cher,e  doth  this  noble  fenatour 
To  king  Alia,  and  he  to  him  alfo  ; 
Everich  of  hem  dpth  other  gret  honour  ; 
And  fo  befell,  that  in  a  day  or  two 
This  fenatour  is  to  king  Alia  go 
To  feft,  and  fhortly,  if  I  fhal  not  lie, 
Cuftances  fone  went  in  his  compagnie. 


Som  men  wold  fain  at  requefte  of  Cuftance 
This  fenatour  hath  lad  this  child  to  felte  :  ^ 
I  may  not  tellen  every  circumftance, 

2e  as  be  may,  ther  was  he.  at  the  lelte  : 

But 
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The  Sire  and  Mother  lived  with  mingling  grace : 
Here  ftill  they  met,  in  beauty  reconciled ; 
Here  ftill,  in  foft  delicious  union,  fmiled  ; 
So  join'd,  fo  blended,  with  Divined  art, 
As  left  it  not  in  any  power  to  part ! 

Upon  the  Pratler's  afpeft,  with  furprize, 
And  charm'd  attention,  ALLA  hVd  his  eyes : 
Somewhat  of  wonted  femblance  there  he  fpied, 
Dear  to  his  fenfe,  and  to  his  heart  allied; 
Somewhat  that  touch'd  beyond  all  mortal  view, 
And  inly  with  the  link  of  nature  drew. 
Difturb'd  he  rofe;  upon  his  ferret  foul, 
Unweeting  thaw,  and  cordial  earnings  dole : 
Big  with  the  foft  diftrefs,  afide  he  ftept, 
And  much  the  Warrior  wonder'd  why  he  wept. 

Compofed, 

But  foth  is  this,  that  at  his  mothers  hefte 

Beforn  Alia,  during  the  metes  fpace, 

The  child  flood,  Joking  in  the  kinges  face. 

132. 

This  Alia  king  hath  of  this  child  gret  wonder, 
And  to  the  feoatour  he  faid  anon, 
Whos  is  that  faire  child  that  flondeth  yonder  f 
I  n'ot,  quod  he,  by  God  and  by  Scint  John ; 
A  moder  he  hath,  but  fader  hath  he  non, 
That  I  of  wote:  hut  fhordy  in  a  ftound 
He  told  Alia  how  that  this  child  was  found, 

133-  But 
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Compofed,  he  clafp'd  the  infant  to  his  breaft, 
And  afk'd,  what  fire  with  fuch  a  fon  was  blefl  ? 
"  That,"  Hugo  cried,  "  his  Dame  alone  muftihow; 
<c  Sire  hath  he  none,  or  none  of  whom  we  know  • 
<c  But  Mother,  fure,  he  hath,  that's  fuch  a  mate 
"  No  man  can  bead,  nor  boaftf  ji  tongue  relate  : 
"  Though  Fancy,  to  give  femblance  of  her  face, 
"  From  all  her  fex  mould  cull  each  feparate  grace, 
"  To  fpeak  her  foul  mould  rob  from  every  faint  ; 
"  Low  yet  werephrale,  and  all  defcription  faint  1" 

Thus,  while  his  tongue  with  free  encomium 
flowed, 

With  ftrange  emotion  Alla's  afpecl:  glowed  : 

Full 


133- 

But  God  wot,  quod  this  fenatour  alfo, 
So  vertuous  a  liver  in  all  my  lif 
Ne  iav  I  never,  as  flie,  ne  herd  of  mo 
Of  worldly  woman,  maiden,  widewe  or  wif  : 
I  dare  wel  fayn  hire  hadde  lever  a  knif 
Thurghout  hire  breft,  than  ben  a  woman  wikke, 
Ther  is  no  man  coude  bring  hire  to  that  prikke. 


Now  was  this  child  as  like  unto  Cuftance 
As  poffible  is  a  creature  to  be  : 

Thia 
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Full  on  his  heart  th~  dear  idea  rulh'd; 

His  cheek  with  hope,  and  lively  ardour  flufh'd; 

When  ftraight  defpondence  fickening  in  his  foul, 

From  its  known  feat  the  rofy  tin&ure  flole : 

"  Once,  once,"  he  cried  (the  labouring  figh  fup- 

preft) 
<c  Such  treafure   once  thefe   widow'd   arms   pof- 

fed! 
"  Nature  is  rich — yet  gladly  fhould  I  know, 

"  If  the  world's  round  can  fuch  another  fhew." 
"  Be  that,"  replied  the  Gallic  chief,  "  confeft, 
"  Whene'er  my  houfe  boafts  ALLA  for  a  gueft." 

They  went,    But  when  the  long-di(Tever'd  pair, 
Her  ALLA  here,  and  his  CONSTANTIA  there — 

By 

This  Alia  hath  the  face-  in  remembrance 
Of  dame  Cuftance,  and  theron  mufed  he, 
If  that  the  childes  moder  were  aught  me 
That  is  his  wif,  and  prively  he  fighte, 
And  fped  him  fro  the  table  that  he  mighte. 

135- 

Parfay,  thought  he,  fantome  is  in  min  hed. 
I  ought  to  deme  of  fkilful  jugement, 
That  in  the  fake  fee  my  wif  is  ded. 
And  afterward  he  made  his  argument ; 
What  wot  I,  if  that  Crift  have  hiderfent 
My  wif  by  fee,  as  wel  as  he  hire  lent 
To  my  contree,  fro  thennes  that  me  went  ? 

VOL.  I.  B  b  136.  And 
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By  doubts,  loves,  fears,    and    ruming  joys   dif- 

may'd, 

Unmoved,  each  face  with  mutual  gaze  furvey'd — 
Such  was  the  fcene,  the  impaffion'd  geflure  fuch, 
As  phrafe  can't  reach,  nor  livelieft  pencil  touch  i 
Three  times  the  Fair  One  fought   the  fhades  of 

death* 

Three  times  revived  by  ALLA'S  balmy  breath-, 
And  thrice  his  guiltlefs  plea  he  would  efFay, 
And  thrice  me  turn'd,  CONSTANT! A  turn'daway. 
"  Now,  by  this  hand,"  Britannia's  Hero  cried, 
'*  This  hand,  by  whom  a  cruel  parent  died, 

"  Long 

136- 

And  after  noon  home  with  the  fenatour 
Goth  Alia,  for  to  fee  this  wonder  chance. 
This  fenatour  doth  Alia  gret  honour, 
And  haftily  he  fent  after  Cuftance : 
But  trufteth  wel,  hire  lufte  not  to  dance. 
Whan  that  fhe  wifte  wherfore  was  that  fondey 
Unnethe  upon  hire  feet  Ihe  mighte  ftonde. 

137- 

Whan  Alia  faw  his  wif,  faire  he  hire  grette7 
And  wept,  that  it  was  routhe  for  to  fee, 
For  at  the  firfte  look  he  on  hire  fette 
He  knew  wel  veraily  that  it  was  Ihe  : 
And  fhe  for  forwe,  as  dbmb  ftant  as  a  tree ; 
So  was  hire  herte  fhette  in  hire  diftrefle, 
Whan  fhe  remembered  his  unkindenefTe. 

138*  Twies 
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«  Long  fmce  for  thee,  for  thee  thou  dear  one, 

bled, 

"  A  victim  facred  to  that  injured  head— 
<c  Of  all  thy  wrongs  thy  ALLA  is  as  clear, 
"  As  here  my  fon,  thy  other  ALLA  here! 
"  Ah!  could  you  know  the  anguifh,  the  diftrefs— 
"  But  who  can  know  what  words  can  ne'er  ex- 

prefs  ?  — 
"  What  racks,  what  deaths,  thy  torturing  abfence 

cod; 

"  What  reftlefs  toil  this  fuffering  bofom  toft— 
"  'Twas  fuch  a  ruin,  fuch  a  breach  of  care, 
"  As  this  and  only  this  could  e'er  repair  !" 

So  faying,  fwift  refiftlefs  to  his  breaft, 
The  yielding  Fair  repeated  tranfport  preft. 

But 
138. 

Twies  fhe  fwouneth  in  his  owen  fight, 
He  wepeth  and  him  excufeth  pitoufly  : 
Now  God,  quod  he,  and  all  his  halwes  bright 
So  wifly  on  my  foule  as  have  mercy, 
That  of  your  harme  as  gil  teles  am  I, 
As  is  Maurice  my  fone,  fo  like  your  face, 
Elles  the  fend  me  fetche  out  of  this  place. 


Long  was  the  fobbing  and  the  bitter  peinc, 
Or  that  hir  woful  hertes  mighten  cefe, 

B  b  2  •ret 
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But  when  all  doubt  and  cold  fufpicion  cleared, 

Her  Lord  (till  faithful  as  beloved  appeared  •, 

By  her  fo.oft,  fo  cruelly  accufed, 

Still  kind  and  true,  and  as  her  fclf  abufed  i 

She  in  his  bofom,  all  with  joy  o'erpower'd, 

Of  fobs  and  tears  the  copious  tempefl  fhower'd — 

All  eyes  around  the  melting  meafurekept, 

And  pleafure  through  contagious  tranfport  wept : 

For  Heaven,  alone,  can  emulate  the  fvveet 

Of  one  hour's  blifs,  when  two  fuch  lovers  meet. 

Still  had  CONSTANTIA,  lock'd  within  her  bread, 
The  Royal  Secret  of  her  Birth  fuppreft, 

When 

Gret  was  the  pitee  for  to  here  hem  pleine, 
Thu'rgh  whiche  pleintes  gan  hir  wo  encrefe. 
I  pray  you  all  my  labour  to  relefe, 
I  may  not  tell  hir  wo  until  to-morwe, 
I  am  fo  wery  for  to  fpeke  of  forvve. 

140. 

But  finally,  whan  that  the  foth  is  wift,  | 
That  Alia  gilteles  was  of  hire  wo,          ^\ 
I  trow  an  hundred  times  han  they  kill, 
And  fwiche  a  blitfe  is  ther  betwix  hem  two, 
That  fave  the  joye  that  lafteth  evermo, 
Ther  is  non  like,  that  any  creature 
Hath  feen  or  (hal,  while  that  the  world  may  dure. 

14.1. 

Tho  praied  me  hire  hufbond  mekely 
Jn  releef  of  hire  longe  pitous  pine, 

That 
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When  Rome's  Imperial  Monarch  wide  invites 
To  focial  cheer  and  fdtival  delights : 
For  now  triumphant  from  the  Syrian  coaft, 
Tho'  long  detain'd,  return'd  his  vengeful  hoft -, 
And  to  reward  their  toils  and  drown  their  cares, 
The  monarch  on  a  folemn  day  prepares. 
\Vith  feftai  robes  adorn'd  each  warrior  came; 
In  glittering  vefture  many  a  Roman  dame  : 
And  there,  amid  the  peers,  a  peerlefs  gucft, 
There  ALL  A  came  in  regal  fplendors  dreft, 
All  India  beaming  at  the  Hero's  fide  ; 

O'er 

That  he  wold  pray  hire  fader  fpecially, 
That  of  his  mageftee  he  wold  encline 
To  vouchefauf  fom  day  with  him  to  dine  : 
She  praied  him  eke,  he  fhulde  by  no  way 
Unto  hire  fader  no  word  of  hire  fay. 

142. 

Som  men  wold  fayn,  how  that  the  child  Maurice 
Doth  this  meflage  until  this  emperour ; 
But  as  I  gefTe,  Alia  was  no  fo  nice, 
To  him  that  is  fo  foveraine  of  honour, 
As  he  that  is  of  criften  folk  the  flour, 
Send  any  child,  but  it  is  bet  to  deme 
He  went  himfelf,  and  fo  it  may  well  feme, 

143- 

This  emperour  hath  granted  gentilly 
To  come  to  dinner,  as  he  him  befoughte  j 

B  b  3  Ana 


374  C.O  N  S  T  A  N  T  I  A. 

O'er  beaming  India  fhone  his  brighter  Bride  -, 
While  the  young  joy  of  each  applauding  tongue, 
MAURITIUS  on  his  fmiling  parents  hung, 
As  tho'  a  ftripling  Cherub  fhould  attend, 
Where  two  of  prime  Angelick  Rank  defcend. 
Struck  at  the  pleafing  profpect  all  admire, 
But  mute  with  wonder  flood  the  Imperial  Sire  ; 
For  haply,  fince  our  primal  parents  fell, 
Ne'er  met  a  pair  that  could  this  pair  excel. 

He  at  his  left  Britannia's  Monarch  placed, 
And  his  right  hand  the  unknown  CONSTANTIA 
graced  ; 

When 


And  wel  rede  I,  he  loked  befily 

Upon  this  child,  and  on  his  doughter  thought. 

Alia  goth  to  his  inne,  and  as  him  ought 

Arraied  for  this  fefle  in  every  wife, 

As  ferforth  as  his  conning  may  fuffice. 


144- 

The  morwe  came,  and  Alia  gan  him  drefTe, 
And  eke  his  wif,  this  emperour  to  mete : 
And  forth  they  ride  in  joye  and  in  gladnefle, 
And  whan  me  faw  hire  fader  in  the  ftrete, 
She  light  adoun  and  falleth  him  to  fete. 
Fader,  quod  me,  your  yonge  child  Cuftance    . 
Is  now  ful  clene  out  of  your  remembrance. 
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When  with  a  darting  tear  the  Reverend  Man, 
To  ALLA  turn'd,  in  placid  fpeech  began  ; 
<c  Young  tho*  thou  art,  with  earlieft  vigour  ftrung, 
"  And  the   fond  theme   of  Fame's   applauding 

tongue, 

"  'Tis  faid  thou  haft  the  flings  of  fortune  felt; 
"  And  fuch  can  learn  from  others  Woes  to  melt. 
"  I  had  a  Daughter — once  my  only  care  ! — 
"  As  virtuous  as  thy  Confort,  and  as  fair : 
"  But  her  (fad  caufe  of  folly  to  repent) 
"  To  Syria  with  a  numerous  train  I  fent ; 
"  And  tiiere  the  toil,  the  treacherous  toil  was  fpread, 
"  And  there  CONSTANTIA,  there,  my  child,  you 

bled! 

"  Around  the  Maid  her  brave  attendants  fell, 
u  Nor  one  was  left  the  fatal  tale  to  tell : 
"  Hence  age   through   grief  has  doubly  known 

decay, 

"  And  care  untimely  turn'd  my  locks  to  grey. 
'"  This  day  felefted  from  the  circling  year, 
"  To  her  I  confecrate  the  annual  tear ; 
"  And   thefe    the  chiefs,    who,    in   her   quarrel 

crown'd, 

"  Have  late  in  vengeance  bathed  the  hoftile  ground, 
"  But  vain  is  vengeance  where  all  hope  is  fled ; 
4f  Nor  hoftsof  viflims  can  revive  the  dead  ! 

B  b  4  .«'  My 


3;6  C  O  N  S  T  A  N  T  I  A. 

"  My  child!  thou'ft  robb'd  my  life  of  all  delight-*- 
<e  But  death  (hall  ibon  our  happier  fouls  unite !" 

Nor  yet  he  ended ,-r-when,  with  troubled  mein, 
Quick  at  his  knees  low  bow'd  Britannia's  Queen : 
"  Not  fo,  not  fo,  my  Father !"  loud  flie  cried — 
"  See  here  thy  Child,  thy  daughter  at  thy  fide  ! 
"  Why  look  you  thus  with  wild  and  piercing  eye? 
"  Your  Daughter  here,  your  Daughter  you  defcry! 
J*  CONSTANTIA,  who  through  many  a  death  fur 

vives, 

"  And  yet  to  fee  her  King  and  Sire,  arrives." 
<c  Yes,  yes,    you   are   my   child, — thefe   accents 

tell  !"— 

He  could  no  more,  but  on  her  neck  he  fell. 
Down  her  foft  cheek  his  mingling  tears  o'erflow ; 
Joy,  joy  too  great,  affumed  the  form  of  woe  ! 
The  roof,  furprize  and  echoing  tranfport  tore; 
And  eyes  then  wept,  that  never  wept  before. 

Wing'd 

US- 

I  am  your  doughter,  your  Cuflance,  quod  me, 
That  whilom  ye  han  fent  into  Surrie  : 
It  am  I,  fader,  that  in  the  falte  fee 
Was  put  alone,  and  dampned  for  to  die. 
Now,  goode  fader,  I  you  mercy  crie, 

Send 
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Wing'd  as  an  arrow  from  fome  vigorous  arm, 
Through  Rome's  wide  city  flew  the  glad  alarm — 
"  CONST  ANTIA'S  here, — (he  lives  !— -  (he  lives  !"-— • 

they  erred ; 

*c  COMSTANTIA,  now  the  Biitifli  Hero's  bride!" 
Around  the  palace  pour'd  in  wild  delight, 
On  thoufands  gathering  thoufands  flraight  unite  : 
With  ceaielefs  clamours  and  extended  hands, 
CONSTANTIA'S  prefence  every  voice  demands  •, 
CONSTANTIA,  ALLA,  and  their  Lovely  Boy 
They  claim,  the  blooming  pledge  of  future  joy! 
Forth  ftraight  they  come  confpicuous  to  the  view, 
And  greet  with  graceful  mien  the  applauding  crew  • 
In  fhouts  to  Heaven  their  exultations  fly, 
And  univerfal  joy  torments  the  fky. 

Send  me  no  more  into  non  hetheneflc, 

But  thanketh  my  lord  here  of  his  kindeneffe. 

146. 

Who  can  the  pitous  joye  tellen  all 
Betwix  hem  thre,  fin  they  ben  thus  ymette  ? 
But  of  my  tale  make  an  ende  I  fhal, 
The  day  goth  faft,  I  wol  no  longer  lette. 
Thife  glade  folk  to  dinner  ben  yfette, 
In  joy  and  blifle  at  mete  I  let  hem  dwell, 
A  thoufand  fold  wel  more  than  I  can  telj. 

147.  Thii 
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147, 

This  child  Maurice  was  fithen  emperour 
Made  by  the  pope,  and  lived  criftenly, 
TO  Grilles  chirche  did  he  gret  honour : 
But  I  let  all  his  ftorie  paffen  by, 
Of  Cuftance  is  my  tale  fpecially, 
In  the  olde  Romane  geftes  men  may  find 
Maurices  lif,  I  bere  it  not  in  mind. 

148. 

This  king  Alia,  whan  he  his  time  fey, 
With  his  Cuftance,  his  holywif  fo  fwete, 
To  Englond  ben  they  come  the  righte  wey, 
Ther  as  they  live  in  joy e  and  in  quiete. 
But  litel  while  it  lafteth  I  you  hete, 
Joye  of  this  world  for  time  wold  not  abide,       * 
Fro  day  to  night  it  changeth  as  the  tide. 

149. 

Who  lived  ever  in  fwiche  delite  o  day, 
That  him  ne  meved  other  confcience, 
Or  ire,  or  talent,  or  fom  kin  affray, 
Envie,  or  pride,  or  paffion,  or  offence  ? 
I  ne  fay  but  for  this  end  this  fentence, 
That  litel  while  in  joye  or  in  plefance 
Lafteth  the  bliile  of  Alia  with  Cuftance, 

IfO. 

For  deth,  that  taketh  of  hie  and  low  his  rente, 
Whan  palled  was  a  yere,  even  as  I  gefle, 
Out  of  this  world  this  king  Alia  he  hente, 
For  whom  Cuftance  hath  ful  gret  hevinefle. 
Now  let  us  praien  God  his  foule  bleffe  : 
And  dame  Cuftance  finally  to  fay, 
Toward  the  toun  of  Rome  goth  hire  way. 

151.  To 
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151. 

To  Rome  is  come  this  holy  creature, 
And  findeth  ther  hire  frendes  hole  and  found: 
Now  is  fhe  fcaped  all  hire  aventure  : 
And  whan  that  flie  hire  fader  hath  yfound, 
Doun  on  hire  knees  falleth  fhe  to  ground, 
Weping  for  tendernefle  in  herte  blithe 
She  herieth  God  an  hundred  thoufand  fithe. 

152. 

In  vertue  and  in  holy  almefle  dede 
They  liven  alle,  and  never  afonder  wende  ; 
Till  deth  departeth  hem,  this  lif  they  lede  : 
And  fareth  now  wel,  my  tale  is  at  an  ende. 
Now  Jefu  Crift,  that  of  his  might  may  fende 
Joye  after  wo,  governe  us  in  his  grace, 
And  kepe  us  alle  that  ben  in  this  place. 
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